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Members.  Address.  Term  Expires. 

Levi  L.  Barbour 30  Buhl  Block Jan.  1,  1890 

Geo.  S.  Hosmer City  Hall *'      1891 

Herbert  Bowen 9  Bank  C'haml)€r8 "      1892 

*Henry  a.  Harmon 14  Buhl  Block "      1893 

Richard  Storrs  Willis 46  Moffat  Building **      1894 

Magnus  BuTZEL 144  Jefferson  Ave "      1895 

William  V.  Moore 5  Moffat  Building Er-officw. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION.  1889. 

Geo.  S.  Hosmer President. 

M  A  GNUS  Bi'TZEL Vi4x-PreRident. 

H  ERBERT  Bowen Secretary. 

Albert  Ives,  er-officio Treanirer. 


Committer  on  Books Messrs.  Hosmer,  Bowen,  Willis. 

Chmmitief  on  Internal  Management *'        Barbour,  Harmon,  Butzel, 

Oommittee  on  Finance "        Bi^tzel,  Moore,  Ba  rboitr. 


LIBRARY  STAFF. 

lAbi-arian Henry  M.  Utley. 

AsavUanl  Librarians LuciAN  B.  Gilmore,  Norman  C.  Perkins. 

Library  Assistants — Miss  M.  E.  Ladue,  Sarah  A.  Cochrane,  Mrs.  Matie 
Patton,  Misses  Lizzie  Hurst,  Mary  Ganlky,  Zerlina  Freed- 
MAN,  Helen  C.  Bates,  Alice  M.  Kelly,  Nellie  T.  Kelley, 
Irene  Gibson. 
Beading  Boom  Attendants — Geo.  W.  Osborn,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Doll,  Edith 
Patton. 

Curator  Museum — Henry  B.  Smith. 

JanHxn — C'harles  Hack. 

.Janitor's  Assistants — Annie  McBermott,  Mary  Ryan. 

Binding  Department — CiiAS.  L.  Brudin,  Kittie  Garland. 


^Electttl  .Ian.  1K89,  lo  succeed  .las.  V.  rainphell,  resigned. 


Report  of  the  President. 


7b  the  Board  of  Education  oftJie  City  of  Detroit: 

The  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Librarian  hereto  attached 
give  all  necessary  information  respecting  the  condition  of  the 
library  and  its  operations  during  the  past  year. 

There  were  no  extraordinary  expenses  during  the  year, 
except  for  finishing  the  fourth  gallery  and  fitting  it  up  with 
book  cases.  This  gallery  affords  much- needed  relief  for  the 
previously  overcrowded  shelves  in  the  other  portions  of  the 
building.  Already  a  large  part  of  this  new  section  is  occu- 
pied with  books. 

The  Secretary's  report  shows  a  balance  in  the  treasury  con- 
siderably larger  than  that  of  a  year  ago.  The  expenditures 
have  been  economized  in  anticipation  of  a  large  outlay  for 
printing  a  general  catalogue.  The  lack  of  such  a  catalogue 
has  long  been  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  in  the  way  of  public 
knowledge  of  what  there  really  is  upon  our  shelves,  and  with- 
out such  knowledge  the  use  of  the  books  is  hampered  and 
restricted.  A  well  arranged  catalogue  is  a  key  which  unlocks 
the  resources  of  the  library  and  renders  them  available.  Such 
a  catalogue,  which  has  been  prepared  at  great  expense  of  time 
and  labor,  is  now  about  ready  for  printing. 

The  Librarian's  report  gives  the  details  of  the  growth  and 
use  of  the  library.     The  statistics  show  that  never  before  were 
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there  so  many  persons  availing  themselves  of  the  privileges 
which  it  affords,  and  that  in  no  previous  year  was  it  so  exten- 
sively used.  There  was  an  aggregate  use  of  nearly  three 
times  the  whole  number  of  books ;  and  while  the  use  was 
mainly  in  one  or  two  of  the  more  popular  classes,  yet  the  fact 
is  that  the  call  for  books  for  investigation  by  students  and 
others  making  researches  on  special  topics  was  very  much 
greater  than  ever  before.  The  demands  upon  the  library  in 
this  respect  are  constantly  growing;  so  if  it  would  keep  abreast 
of  the  times  and  meet  this  demand,  more  money  must  be  spent 
every  year  in  buying  the  best  class  of  books.  As  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  library  extends  it  is  attracting  to  our  city  men  and 
women  who  come  here  to  make  use  of  the  advantages  which 
such  an  institution  affords.  While  it  is  our  duty  as  custodians 
of  a  free  public  library  to  consider  first  the  wants  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  for  popular  reading,  it  should  also  be  our 
aim  to  promote  advanced  study  and  research  and  to  cultivate 
and  elevate  the  public  taste. 

It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  ways  and  means  are 
being  devised  to  promote  a  closer  intimacy  between  the  library 
and  the  public  schools.  Great  expectations  are  based  on  the 
success  of  the  scheme,  which  it  is  hoped  no  untoward  event 
may  delay.  This  movement  is  not  merely  local  but  extends 
through  all  the  cities  which  have  public  libraries  similar  to 
ours. 

This  Board  sincerely  regrets  the  resignation  of  Judge  Camp- 
bell, who  has  since  the  organization  of  the  Commission  in  1881 
been  its  president.  We  appreciate  the  fact  that  the  increasing 
burden  of  his  duties  in  connection  with  the  Supreme  Bench  led 
him  to  feel  that  he  was  neglecting  a  conscientious  discharge  of 
his  duties  in  relation  to  the  library.     Yet  there  is  no  hesitancy 
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in  saying  that  not  only  ourselves  but  the  public  would  look 
with  entire  equanimity  upon  any  apparent  indifference,  if 
only  he  had  continued  to  give  such  counsel  and  time  as  he 
could  afford  to  duties  so  consonant  with  his  learning,  tastes, 
and  the  habits  of  a  lifetime.  His  services  to  the  library  dur- 
ing the  eight  years  of  his  connection  with  the  Board  have 
been  invaluable,  and  for  which,  since  there  is  no  other  fee  or 
reward,  he  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  community. 

This  Board  has  been  asked  by  a  Common  Council  committee 
on  revision  of  the  city  charter  if  it  would  suggest  any  legisla- 
tion affecting  the  library.  The  present  law  has  been  in  exist- 
ence many  years,  and  has  proved  entirely  satisfactory.  Under 
it  the  library  has  grown  in  size,  usefulness  and  popularity,  and 
all  its  affairs  have  worked  smoothly.     No  legislation  is  needed 

and  none  should  be  thought  of. 

GEO.  S.  HOSMER, 

Jh'eaident. 


8  Library  Commission 

Report  of  the  Secretary. 

2h  the  Commissioners  of  the  Detroit  Public  Library : 

In  compliance  with  the  rule  of  the  Board,  I  submit  a 
report  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  on  account  of  the 
Library  Fund  for  the  year  1888  : 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  Jan.  1st,  1888 %  9,569  90 

City  taxes  of  1888 126,294  13 

"        "    previous  jears 43  37 

26,343  50 

County  Treas.,  fines  and  penalties 8,796  26 

A.  Ives,  Treas.,  interest  on  account 427  14 

Library  fines 612  15 

Sales  of  Catalogues 66  76 

Sales  of  duplicate  books 110  63 

Losi  books  paid  for 19  74 

Miscellaneous  sources 31  60 

Total  receipts $46,967  67 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  for  books  and  pamphlets %  6,749  03 

"  "  periodical  subscriptions 1,138  79 

"  "  binding  and  repair  of  books 2,996  43 

"  "  salaries  of  library  staff. 12,060  55 

«*  "  janitor  service 1,920  20 

"  "  light 1,620  34 

"  "  fuel 815  00 

"  '*  repairs 423  82 

Paid  for  book  cases  and  fixtures %  1,862  28 

"  "  printing,  blanks  and  stationery 522  22 

"  "  janitor's  supplies 187  59 

"  "  postage 132  69 

"  "  freight  and  express  charges 165  70 

*'  "  miscellaneous 143  94 

Total  disbursements $30,677  48 

Balance  on  hand  Dec.  31, 1888 $15,290  19 

HERBERT  BO  WEN, 

Secretary. 
January  1,  1889. 
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Report  of  the  Librarian. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Library: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  of  the  growth  and 
work  of  the  library  for  the  year  1888: 

Number  of  books  in  the  library  Jan.  1,  1888 80,167 

Added  since  bj  purchase 6,058 

"  "        gift 353 

exchange 68 

"        binding  pamphlets,  etc 415    6,894 


it  u 


Total 87,061 

Sold  and  exchanged 200 

Condemned  (worn  out) 1,221 

Lost  and  paid  for 18    1,489 

Number  of  books  Dec.  31,  1888 85,622 

The  net  increase  during  the  year  of  some  of  the  principal 

classes  of  books  is  indicated  in  the  following : 

Bound  periodicals 1,233 

History 618 

Biography 367 

Travel,  Description,  etc 345 

Religion 824 

English  literature 216 

Natural  sciences. 213 

Fiction  and  juvenile  books 16 

The  following  shows  the  accessions  during  the  year  in  the 
several  classes  named,  the  number  of  books  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  and  the  percentage  of  the  whole  in  the  several  classes : 
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Total 

AooessiODA      in  Per- 

in  1S88.    Lib'rj.  ceaUge. 

Bibliography,  Cycloptedias,  Dictionaries 89     1,460  1.70 

Bound  Periodicals  (general)  and  Newspapers 1,334     7,410  8.65 

Philosophy,  Mental  and  Moral 44        943  1.10 

Religion 826     5,819  6.80 

PoHtical  Science 78        973  1.14 

Political  Economy 103        587  .68 

Administration,  Federal  and  Local  Pub.  Does 538     6,719  7.85 

Law 60        689  .80 

Education 80        980  1.14 

Sociology 215     2,082  2.43 

Philology 10        380  .44 

Natural  Sciences 237     4,606  5.38 

Medicine 189     1,498  1.75 

Agriculture 131        918  1.07 

Domestic  Economy 14        158  .18 

Useful  Arts 92     1,804  2.10 

Fine  Arts 104     1,361  1.68 

English  Literature  (inc.  Translations) 228     3,643  4.26 

English  Poetry  and  Drama  (inc.  Translations) 167      3,215  3.76 

Biography 377     5,594  6.54 

Geography,  Travel  and  Description 362     5,725  6.69 

History 677     8,387  9.80 

Prose,  Fiction  and  Juvenile 1,081    12,747  14.89 

Amusements 38        281  .33 

Books  in  German 165     3,727  4.35 

Books  in  French 141      2,970  3.47 

Books  in  Greek 120  .14 

Books  in  Latin 2        545  .64 

Books  in  Italian  and  Spanish 12        157  .18 

Books  in  Minor  Languages 184  .16 

Total 6,894   85,622  100.00 

LIBRARY    CARDS. 

There  are   14,144   persons  holding  library  cards,  against 

12,868  a  year  ago — an  increase  of  1,286.     The  following  shows 

the  number  who  applied  for  and  took  out  library  cards  in  the 

years  named: 

1884 1,413 

1885 2,880 

1886 3,228 

1887 3,269 

1888 3,354 

Total 14,144 
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Under  the  present  rule,  which  limits  the  life  of  a  card  to 
five  years,  the  above  comprises  the  whole  number  of  valid 
cards.  Of  the  persons  holding  library  cards  whose  validity 
expired  last  year,  only  350  registered  anew  to  continue  the  use 
of  the  library.  It  very  frequently  happens,  however,  that 
when  cards  expire  other  members  of  the  family,  who  have 
been  using  them,  take  out  cards  in  their  own  names.  While 
this  is  not  strictly  a  re-registration,  it  is  such  practically,  and 
explains  to  some  extent  the  wide  discrepancy  between  the  num- 
ber who  renew  their  cards  and  the  number  dropped  from  the 
list. 

USE    OF    BOOKS. 

The  library  was  open  309  days  for  the  circulation  of  books 
and  365  days  for  reading  and  consultation  of  books  in  the 
building.  The  following  shows  the  circulation  by  months  and 
the  average  daily  circulation  : 


Months. 

Janiiarv , 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June , 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total I     309 


JOO/. 



. 

lOOO. 

___    . 

No. 

Total 

Average 

No. 

Total 

Average 

Days. 

Circulation. 

per  Day. 

Days. 

Circulation. 

per  Day, 

25 

16,142 

646 

25 

18,006 

720 

24 

16,647 

694 

25 

19,232 

769 

27 

18,502 

685 

27 

20,941 

775 

26 

16,391 

630     i 

25 

16,416 

657 

26 

12,678 

488 

27 

15,548 

576 

26 

13,135 

505 

26 

14,277 

549 

25 

13,282 

510 

25 

15,032 

601 

27 

13,970 

517 

27 

15,838 

687 

26 

1 3,680 

526 

25 

16,666 

626 

26 

15,177 

584 

27 

17,862 

662 

25 

16,078 

643 

25 

18,532 

741 

26 

16,239 

625 

25 

19,087 

763 

181,921     I     589         309     |    206,437         668 
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The  character  of  the  books  circulated  is  indicated  by  the 

following  gtatement: 

1887.  18S8. 

Hirtoiy,  Bhognphj  and  Trarel 6.68  per  cenL    6.95  per  cent. 

LitenOore,  Poetry  and  Dnuna 3.80       *"  4.31       *" 

BeligioD  and  PhUofiophj 93       "  1.00      " 

ScieDoe  and  Art. 3  23       "  3.08      " 

Fictioo. 65.32       "  62.87       " 

JoTeoile ..14.92       **  15.72       * 

German 3.86       "  4.10       *• 

French  and  Minor  Languages. .48       **  .95      '' 

MiflcelUmeous 78       "  1.02      " 

Following  is  a  summary  of  the  use  of  the  library  during  the 

year: 

Number  of  books  drawn  out  for  home  reading 206,437 

**        "      "      consulted  in  the  library 23,964 

Totol  use  of  books  in  1888 ..230,401 

"      "  "  1887 204,166 

Increase  in  1888 26,235 

Total  iwe  of  books  in  1888 230,401 

"      "       periodicals  in  1888 98,502 

Total  use  of  library  in  1888 328,903 

"      "  **  1887 291,433 

Increase  in  1888 37,470 

BINDING    AND   BBPAIR   OF   BOOKS. 

During  the  year  4,645  books  were  bound,  874  were  lettered, 
680  were  resewed,  46  were  rebacked,  and  1,359  were  repaired. 
Of  the  volumes  bound,  3,643  were  done  under  contract,  at  a 
cost  of  $2,033.35,  or  a  trifle  under  56  cents  on  an  average.  This 
includes  several  large  folios  and  quite  a  number  of  volumes 
bound  in  morocco.  Probably  four-fifths  of  the  books  were 
bound  at  an  average  cost  of  about  40  cents.  English  buckram 
continues  to  be  used  on  all  common  books,  and  with  satisfaction. 
Several  different  shades  of  color  of  this  material  have  been 
tried. 
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The  library  bindery  has  continued  in  operation  throughout 
the  year,  as  heretofore,  except  for  two  months  in  the  summer. 
The  cost  of  running  it  for  the  ten  months  was  (893.88,  of 
which  $805.34  was  for  labor,  and  $88.54  was  for  materials* 
The  following  shows  the  work  turned  out: 

Number  of  books  rebound 1,002 

"  "      resewed  and  recased 680 

"  *•      rebacked 46 

«  "     repaired 1,359 

Total  books  handled 3,087 

Besides  these,  there  were  made  265  large  pamphlet  boxes, 
27  bulletin  covers,  and  many  paper  blocks. 

SUNDAY    RBADTNQ. 

The  Sunday  use  of  the  library  has  increased  somewhat.  The 
whole  number  of  Sunday  readers  was  6,801,  as  against  5,216  in 
the  preceding  year.  The  average  Sunday  use  of  books  was  8, 
and  of  periodicals,  180.  The  daily  average  use  of  reference 
books  was  76,  and  of  periodicals,  285,  showing  that  the  Sunday 
use  of  the  library  is  considerably  below  that  of  secular  days. 
It  should  be  said,  however,  that  the  building  is  open  only  7 
hours  on  Sunday,  while  it  is  open  12  hours  on  other  days.  The 
cost  per  Sunday  of  keeping  the  building  open  is  $9.18 — for  fuel, 
light,  and  compensation  of  attendants.  Beside  the  moral  ques- 
tion involved,  is  the  practical  one:  does  it  pay  to  incur  the 
expense,  amounting  to  about  $500  a  year,  to  keep  the  building 
open  on  Sunday  ?  The  statistics  above  given  speak  for  them- 
selves, and  every  one  is  at  liberty  to  answer  the  question.  My 
own  opinion  is  that  it  does  pay,  and  that  the  open  door  on  Sun- 
day also  serves  a  wholesome  moral  purpose.  The  compar- 
atively small  number  of  books  called  for  on  Sunday  indicates, 
to  my  mind,  that  little,  if  any,  work  or  study  is  done  on  that 
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day,  and  that  the  reading  is  mainly  desultory  in  its  character. 
The  class  of  patrons  is  much  the  same  as  on  other  days,  at  least 
there  are  no  peculiarities  worthy  of  mention. 

RELATIONS   WITH    THE   SCHOOLS. 

The  special  arrangement  referred  to  in  my  last  report,  by 
which  books  are  supplied  for  use  in  the  public  High  School,  has 
continued  throughout  the  year.  The  list  of  books  has  been 
considerably  enlarged,  though,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  num- 
ber of  copies  of  any  book  does  not  exceed  a  half  dozen. 
There  are  about  600  volumes  in  this  collection,  which  is  treated 
as  a  special  library,  and  stored  by  itself,  so  as  not  to  interfere 
with  the  ordinary  use  of  the  library.  The  teachers  who  make 
use  of  these  books  in  their  classes  express  great  enthusiasm  over 
the  better  work  they  are  thereby  able  to  accomplish.  The 
Principal  of  the  High  School,  in  his  last  annual  report  to  the 
Board  of  Education,  has  this  to  say: 

"  In  the  same  direction  is  the  gain  to  our  work  resulting 
from  the  arrangement  made  this  year  with  the  Public  Library. 
It  is  hardly  too  much  to  say  that  this  has  revolutionized  our 
work  in  some  branches.  Large  numbers  of  reference  works 
have  been  furnished  us  to  keep  as  long  as  needed.  A  sufficient 
number  of  copies  of  particular  books  have  been  furnished  to 
enable  us  to  get  them  actually  into  the  hands  of  all  the  students. 
This  has  made  it  possible  to  broaden  our  historical  and  literary 
work  as  we  could  do  in  no  other  way.  It  has  been  almost 
equally  valuable  in  furnishing  us  reference  works  in  science. 
Another  year  the  results  of  this  intimate  union  with  the  Public 
Library  will  be  even  more  marked.  Surely  the  greatest  good 
in  mere  intellectual  education  that  we  can  do  for  the  large 
majority  is  in  cultivation  of  a  tast(?  for  good  reading.     We 
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cannot  do  this  by  talking  about  books.  A  love  of  good  read- 
ing comes  not  from  precept  but  from  practice.  We  hope  that 
the  reading  of  good  books  will  become  so  much  a  habit  with 
our  students  that  it  may  continue  to  delight  them  after  their 
school  days.  May  we  not  hope  to  educate  a  class  of  readers 
for  the  Public  Library  whose  taste  will  look  a  little  higher 
than  the  ephemeral  fiction  of  the  day  ? " 

The  results  being  so  satisfactory,  an  arrangement  has  been 
concluded  between  the  Library  Commission  and  the  Board  of 
Education  whereby  the  system  is  to  be  extended  to  the  Tth 
and  8th  grades  in  the  grammar  schools.  By  this  arrangement 
the  Board  of  Education  undertakes  to  become  responsible  for 
the  safe  transportation  of  the  books  from  and  to  the  library, 
and  to  make  good  all  injury  and  loss.  The  plan  is  to  select 
books  of  a  suitable  character  for  supplementary  reading  in  con- 
nection with  the  studies  of  the  pupils  of  these  grades,  and  to 
procure  several  sets  which  shall  pass  from  school  to  school  by 
a  system  of  exchanges.  This  part  of  the  scheme  has  not  yet 
gone  into  actual  operation,  but  the  purpose  of  all  ccmcerned  is 

to  give  it  an  honest  trial. 

HENRY  M.  irTLEY, 

JAbra/ria'n. 
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Summary  of  Statistics  of  the  Annual  Growth  and 

Use  of  the  Library. 


Nn.  Volumes  at    Library  Bead V       Hume  Reading        Total  Ufle 
Year.  end  of  Year.         during  Year.  during  Year.        during  Year. 

1865 8,864 

1866 10,509 

1867 16,020 

1868 16.620 

1869 17,586 

1870 18,717 

1871 21,161 

1872 22,115 

1873 22,882 

1874 24,176 

1875 24,903 

1876 33,604 

1877 37,703 

1878 39,045 

1879 40,358 

1880 40,496 

1881 42,413 

1882 50,605 

1883 53,621 

1884 56,668 

1885 59,653 

1886 70,550 

1887 80,167 

1888 85,622 

Note.— Prior  to  1880  the  statist  ics  of  the  use  of  the  library  were  estimated.  The 
ftgurea  are  given  above  as  thev  were  reported  from  year  to  year,  but  the  accurate  record 
wDlch  has  since  been  kept  maices  evident  the  fact  that  the  estimates  were  not  very  close. 


4,700 
15,000 

30,000 
35,000 
40,000 
40,000 
52,800 

7,200 

45,600 

9,200 

98,000 

107,200 

10,100 

115,000 

125,100 

10,200 

145,000 

155,200 

11,000 

148,000 

159,000 

11,500 

148,000 

159,500 

12,000 

150,000 

162,000 

15,000 

184,200 

199,200 

15,000 

185,500 

200,500 

12,000 

113,585 

125,585 

12,000 

116,932 

128,982 

10,432 

102,610 

113042 

18,314 

114,960 

128,274 

11,722 

126,376 

138,098 

15,481 

134,068 

149,549 

19,699 

147,616 

167,285 

22,245 

181,921 

204,166 

23,964 

206,437 

240,401 
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Following  is  a  list  of  donors  to  the  Library  during  the  year, 
and  the  number  of  bound  volumes  and  pamphlets  given  by  each : 

Vol.     Paiuph. 

Albion  College,  Albion 1 

Ames  Free  Library,  North  Easton,  Mass 1 

Amherst  College 3 

Angle,  C.  B.,  Albany 1 

Apprentices^  Library,  New  York 1 

«               "        Philadelphia 1 

Astor  Library,  New  York 1 

Ayer,  J.  C,  Lowell,  Mass 1 

Baldwin,  W.  H.  Boston 14 

Barboar,  L.,  L.,  Detroit 2 

Barkwell,  M.  C,  Cheyenne,  W.  T 1 

Beal,  W.  J.,  Lansing 2 

Benet,  S.  V.,  Washington 1 

Burchard  Library,  Fremont,  0 1 

Board  of  Education,  Detroit 2 

Bowdoin  College  Library,  Brunswick,  Me 1 

Bracket,  E.  A.,  Boston 18 

Brearley,  W.  H.,  Detroit 1 

Bronson  Library,  Waterbury,  Conn 2 

Brooklyn  Library 2 

Brymner,  D.,  Ottawa,  Ont 1 

Bnfialo  Historical  Society 4 

Burr,  W.  EL,  Detroit 4 

Burton,  C.  M.,  Detroit 2 

California  Pioneers'  Society 1  1 

Campbell,  J.  V.,  Detroit 8  29 

Cathcart,  W.  H.,  Granville,  O 1 

Catholic  Publication  Co.,  New  York 2 

Chancy,  H.  A.,  Detroit 1 

Chesebrough,  A.,  Detroit 13 
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Vol     Pamph. 

Chipmau,  J.  L.,  Detroit 2  8 

City  Library,  Lowell,  Mass 1 

"          **        Manchester,  N.  H 1 

"          "        8pring6eld,  Mass 1 

Clarke,  H.  K.,  Detroit 1 

Clarke,  Robert,  Cincinnati 1 

Cobden  Club,  London,  Eng 3 

Coles,  A.,  Kewark,  N.  J 1 

Columbia  College,  New  York 1  3 

Cooley,  T.  M.,  Ann  Arbor 1 

Darling,  C.  W.,  Utica.  N.  Y 1 

Davis,  Geo.  S.,  Detroit 5 

Dennis,  H.  J..  Topeka,  Kb 1 

Dewey,  Melvil,  New  York 1 

Detroit  Collie 1 

Detroit  Journal 1 

Dunn,  Fred'k,  Lansing 7 

Darrie,  D.  S.,  Madison,  Wis 2 

Ellis,  E.  R.,  Detroit 1 

Evans,  Robert,  Hamilton,  Ont 1 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt 1 

Flint,  W.,  Washington 1 

Fortier,  A.,  New  Orleans 1 

Foster,  Job.,  London,  Eng 1 

Friends'  Free  Library,  Germantown,  Pa. 1 

Gerry,  E.  T.,  New  Xork 1 

Gompers,  Samuel,  New  York 1 

Goodsell,  A.  C,  Jr.,  Boston 2 

Green,  8,  A.,  Boston 5  69 

Greenleaf,  E.  H.,  Boston 19 

Greey,  Edward,  New  York 1 

Griswold,  W.  M.,  Bangor,  Me 1 

Hall,  T.  P.,  Detroit 1 

Hartford  Library 4 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge 6 

"                 "      "  Library 5 

Heath,  A.  H.,  Lansing 2 

Helleberg,  C.  G.,  Cincinnati 1 

Henderson,  J.  T.,  Atlanta,  Ga 5 

Henry,  D.  F.,  Detroit 1 

Hickoz,  J.  H.,  Washington  2 

Howard  Collegiate  Institute,  W^.  Bridgewater,  Mass 3 

Howard  University,  Washington 14 

Hudson,  Miss  F.  C,  I>elroit 1 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia o 
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Vol.      Paiiiph. 
Irelaii,  Wm.,  J  r^  San  Francisco 1 

Jackson,  H.  B.,  Marietta,  Ga 1 

James,  E.  J.,  Philadelphia 1 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore 1 

Joy,  C.  H.,  Groton,  Mass. 1 

Kansas  Board  of  Agriculture *2 

Kansas  Historical  Society o 

Kendrick  &  Clifford,  Philadelphia 1 

Kilboume,  C.  E^  Columbus,  0 2 

King,  R  W.,  Detroit 1 

Kochitzky,  O.,  Springfield,  Mo 1 

Kronberg,  A.  G^  Detroit 2 

Ladies'  Calhoun  Monument  Ass'n,  Charleston,  S.  C 1 

Leeson,  J.  B.,  Boston 1 

Maimonides  Library,  New  York 1 

Marquette  CoU^^  Milwaukee 1 

McClellan,  C,  St.  Paul 2 

Marsh,  L.  B.,  Boston 1 

Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of. 5 

"  Institute  of  Technology,  Hos' on 1 

Maxwell,  S.  D.,  Cincinnati 1 

Mercantile  Library,  New  York 2 

"  "        Philadelphia 1 

"  "        San  Francisco 1 

«  "        St,  Louis 1 

Michigan  Agricultural  College,  Lansing 4 

"        Board  of  Health.  "       4 

**        Pioneer  Society,  "       2 

Mitchell,  C.  L.,  Tallahassee,  Fla 8 

Molee,  Elias,  Bristol,  Dak 1 

Moran,  W.  B.,  Detroit 2 

Nash,  E.  W.,  New  York 1 

Newark  Library 1 

Newberry  Library,  Chicago 1 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society 15 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library 2 

Niagara  Eeservation  Commission.  N.  Y 4 

Noble,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Detroit 1 

Noyes,  J.  F.,  Detroit 1 

Ohio  Mechanics'  Institute,  Cincinnati 2 

Osmun,  G.  B.,  Lansing 7 

Palmer,  T.  W.,  Detroit 1 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society 4 

Perry,  Amos,  Providence,  B.  1 3  4 

Philadelphia  City  Institute 1 

"  Library  Co 3 


JO 
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Vol. 

PhJlological  Society,  LoudoD,  Eng ~     1 

Poljtechnic  loirtitute,  Woroet»ter,  Maas. - 

Presloii,  S.  II.,  London,  Eng 1 

Poblic  Library,  Boston -  ... 

**  *        Bridgeport,  Conn 

•*  •*        Brookline,  Mass. -  ... 

Cardiff,  Wales -  ... 

**  "        Chicago -  ... 

**  "        Cincinnati 1 

"  •*        Columbus,  O 

**  *•         Ilayton,  O. 1 

Grand  Rapid- 

**  **        Great  Yarmoaih,  Eng -  ... 

*•  "        Indianapolis 

Kansas  City 

**  **        Lawrence,  Man 

Lynn,  MaA 

"  **        Manchester,  Eng 

Milwaukee 

**  "        New  Haven,  Conn 

**  "        Omaha,  Neb 1 

**        Plymouth,  Eng 

**  "        Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y 

Providence,  E.  I 

"  "        San  Francisco 

**  *'        St.  Louis 

"        St.  Paul 

"        Swansea,  Wales 

"  "        Taunton,  Mass 

"        Toledo,  O 

**  **        Topeka,  Ks 

"  "        Toronto,  Ont 

**        Worcester,  Mass, 

Putnam,  F.  W.,  Cambridge,  Mass 1 

Quaritch,  B.,  London,  Eng 1 

Rarig,  W.  C,  San  Luis  Obispo,  Cal 

Be(Y>rd  Society  of  Lancashire,  Eng 12 

Reed,  Homer,  Kansas  City 

Rich,  J.  T.,  Lansing 1 

Roseoau,  N.  S.,  Buffalo 

Royal  Society  of  Canada 1 

Kuggles,  O.  W.,  Detroit 1 

Sanders,  MrH.  M.  A.,  Pawtucket,  R.  I 

Saylet,  Mrs.  L.  B.,  Killingly,  Conn 2 

Shakespeare  Society  of  New  York 1 

Shanafelt,  T.  M.,  Three  Rivers 
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Vol.     Pamph. 

Sickles,  D.  E.,  New  York t 1 

SiTOB,  Wm.,  Topeka,  Ks. 2 

Smiley,  C.  W.,  Washington 1 

Smith,  E.  F.,  Ann  Arbor 2 

Smith,  J.  C,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 1 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington 3 

Starkey,  Henry,  Detroit 1 

Stevens,  B.  F.,  London,  Eng 2 

Storrs,  L.  C,  Lansing 2 

Snttie,  Geo.,  Detroit 1 

Swift,  G.  B.,  Chicago 1 

Tenney,  Mrs.  H.  A^  Lansing 40  53 

Thompson,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  Stamford,  Conn 1 

U.S.  Bureau  of  Education 1  1 

•*      Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 1 

**      Department  of  Agricnltnre 2  25 

"                «              Interior 92  9 

"              Justice 2  2 

«                "              Navy 1  2 

"  "  Postoffice 1 

"               **              State 2  12 

"               "              Treasury 8  23 

"               "              War 24  4 

"      Fish  Commission 1 

"      Labor  Bureau 2 

"      Life  Saving  Service 1 

"      Patent  Office 5 

"      Pub.  Docs 6 

"     Signal  Service 21  29 

"     Supervising  Insp.  Steam  Vessels 1  3 

University  of  California 13 

**             Georgia „  ...  1 

Iowa 1 

"             Michigan 1 

Vaf«ar  College,  Poughkeepsie 1 

Walker,  C.  I.,  Detroit 1 

Weeks,  8.  B.,  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C 2 

White,  C.  E.,  Cincinnati 1 

White,  G.,  Sequasset,  Mass 1 

Whitmore,  W.  H.,  Boston 1 

WOby,  J.  H.,  Detroit 1 

Woman's  Medical  College,  Philadelphia 1 

Wright,  C.  D.,  Roston 2 

Total 353  687 
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DETROIT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

READING    ROO>/l. 


OpMi  Week  DAjrm,  9  A«  H.  to  •  P. 


Helidmy*,  S  to  9  P.  M. 


List  of  Newspapers,  Journals  and  Mag:azines  on  File. 


DATLT  VEWSPAFEBS. 


Atlanta  Coiutitotion. 
BoMon  Herald. 
BulTalo  Coorier. 
rhiai9>  TlinaL 

-      Tribane. 
Clocf  nnati  ComraerciaJ  Gaaette. 

"  Enq  Hirer. 

Clerelaiid  Leader. 
Detroit  Free  Prev. 

••     Tribune 

**      Erening  News. 

**      Evening  Journal. 

*      Abend  Po«t. 

"      Arbeiter  Zeitnng. 
LoaiarUle  Couri«--Joumal. 
M  flwaulEae  Sentinel. 


Kei 

New  T«rk 


Bulletin. 


Herald. 
Sun. 


Ttibune. 

Worid. 
Piillidelplua  Times. 
6an  Franciseo  Bnlletin. 
Si.  Louia  RefmMic. 
St.  Paul  Ffoneer-Preai. 
Springfield  ^Mo.)  Republican. 
Toronto  Globes 
*■       MaiL 
Washington  Poet. 


Advance  and  Lfabor  LeaC 

Cbebojgan  Tribune. 

Courier  des  Etata  Unla.    (Dlmanche.) 

Detroit  Courier. 

Famillen  BUtter  (Detroit.) 

Independence  Beige. 

Le  Figaro. 


London  Timea. 

Martha's  Yinejard  HerakL 

Nation. 

Mew  York  Evening  Poet  (semi-weeklr.) 

Plaindealer  (Detroit.) 

Public  Opinion. 

Sontag»-Herald. 


ABT,  ILLUSTRATED  AND  HXJMOBOUS  JOUBNALS. 


Art  Amateur. 
Art  Journal. 
Dla  Gartenlaube, 
FUegende  BUtter. 

Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper. 
Harper's  Bazaar. 
«        Weeklj. 
lUasfirmted  London  News. 
Judge. 


Life  (N.  Y.) 

London  Graphic 

Magaaine  of  Art. 

New  York  Graphic  (Daily.) 

Paris  niustre. 

Portfolio  (Hamerton's.) 

Puck. 

Punch. 

Ueber  Land  und  Meer. 
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RELIGIOUS  AND  PHILOSOPHICAL  JOURNALS. 


American  Catholic  Qumrterlj. 

American  Journal  of  Psychology. 

AndoTer  ReTlew. 

Baptist  Quarterly  Review. 

Boiton  Pilot. 

British  and  Foreign  Brangelical  Review. 

Catholic  World. 

Christian  Selenoe  Journal. 

Christian  Union. 

Churchman. 

Church  Quarterly  Review. 

Church  Rerfew. 


Dublin  Review. 

(lospel  in  all  Lands. 

Journal  of  Christian  Philosophy. 

Lutheran  Quarterly. 

Manifesto. 

Methodist  Review. 

Mind. 

Our  Day. 

The  Path. 

Religio- Philosophical  .Tournal. 

rnitarian  Review. 

UniverBalist  Quarterly. 


BUSINESS,  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SCIENTIFIC 

JOURNALS. 


American  Antiquarisn. 

American  Architect. 

American  Engineer. 

American  Philology. 

American  Journal  of  Science. 

American  Machinist. 

American  Meteorological  Journal. 

American  Naturalist. 

Army  and  Navy  Journal. 

Bankers'  Magazine  (London.) 

Bankerb'  Magaeine  (N.  Y.) 

Bibliographer. 

Bookbuyer. 

Bookmart. 

Builder  and  Woodworker. 

Carpentry  and  Building. 

Chamber  of  Commeree  Journal. 

Chemical  News. 

Civil  Service  Record. 

Decorator  and  Furnisher. 

Dental  Coamos. 

Dramatic  News. 

Education. 

Electrician. 

Electrical  Review. 

Engineering. 

English  Mechanic. 

Fire  and  Water. 

Forest  and  Stream. 

Garden  and  Forest. 

Hall's  Journal  of  Health. 

Indicator  (Detroit.) 

Industrial  Education. 

Industrial  World. 

International  Record  of  Charities. 

Iron  Age. 

Journal  of  Anthropological  Institute. 


Journal  or  Aroheological  Association. 

Journal  of  Franklin  Institute. 

Journal  of  Royal  Agricultural  Society. 

Lancet  (London.) 

Laws  of  Life. 

Library  Journal. 

Library  Notes. 

Michigan  Farmer. 

Microscope. 

MilUon. 

Mining  Record. 

Musical  World. 

Nature. 

Painter's  Magazine. 

Pharmaceutical  Era. 

Pharmaceutical  Journal. 

Phonographic  Monthly. 

Photographic  Times. 

Political  Science. 

Popular  tiardening. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Postal  Bulletin  (Daily.) 

Postal  Quide. 

Poultry  World. 

Publisher's  Weekly. 

Quaker  City  Phalatelist. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics. 

Railroad  Engineering  (Van  Nostrand'8. 

Railroad  Gazette. 

Science. 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American  Supplement. 

Spirit  of  the  Times. 

Student  Statesmen. 

Traveler's  Record. 

The  Wrtter. 
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Academy  (London.) 

All  the  Year  Round. 

American  Folk  Tx>re. 

Amerioan  Journal  of  Archaeology. 

American  Magaaine. 

Argoay. 

Athensum. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

BelgraTla. 

Blaokwood'B  Magaxine. 

Century. 

Ghamber'8  Journal. 

Contemporary  Beriew. 

ComhiU  Magaaine. 

Critic 

Deutaobe  Rundschau. 

Dial. 

EcleeilQ  Magaaine. 

Edinburgh  BeTiew. 

Engliah  Historical  RoTiew. 

English  Illustrated  Magazine. 

Fortnightly  Review. 

Forum. 

Gentleman's  Magaslne. 

Good  Words. 

Granite  Monthly. 

Harper's  Monthly. 

Harper's  Young  People. 

Harvard  Monthly. 

Irish  Monthly. 

Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies. 

Knowledge. 

Leiaore  Hour. 

Lippinoott's  Magaaine. 

Literary  News. 

Uterary  World. 


Uttell's  Living  Age. 

London  Quarterly. 

London  Society. 

Longman's  Magaaine. 

MaoMillan's  Magaaine. 

Magazine  of  American  History. 

Magazine  of  Western  History. 

Menorah. 

Month. 

Murray's  Magazine. 

Narragansett  Historical  Register. 

National  Review. 

New  England  Magazine. 

New  Englander  and  Yale  Review. 

N.  E.  Historical  and  Gen.  Regiater. 

Nineteenth  Century. 

North  American  Review. 

Ohio  Archeolog.  and  Hist.  Quarterly. 

Outing. 

Overland  Monthly. 

Pennsylvania  Magazine. 

Princeton  Review. 

Quarterly  Review. 

Revue  dea  deux  Mondes. 

St.  Nicholas. 

Saturday  Review. 

Scottish  Review. 

Scribner's  Magazine. 

Shakespeariana. 

Sunday  Magazine. 

Temple  Bar. 

r.  S.  Catholic  Hist.  Magazine. 

Westminster  Re?iew. 

Wide  Awake. 

Woman's  Journal. 

Youth's  Companion. 
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BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS 

OF    THE 

Public  Library  of  Detroit 


Memhfrs.  Address,  Term  Expires 

Geo.  S.  Hosmer City  Hall Jan.  1.  1891 

1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
189() 


Herbert  Bowen Moffat  Building 

Henry  A.  Harmon 14  Buhl  Block 

Richard  Storrs  Willis 46  Moffat  Building 

Magnus  Butzel 144  Jefferson  Ave 

Edwin  F.  Conely 13  Butler  Building 

William  Voigt,  Jr City  Hall Ex-offido. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION.   1890. 

Geo.  S.  Hosmer President. 

Magnus  Butzei Vice-President. 

Herbert  Bowen Secretary. 

J.  S.  ScHMlTTDlEL,  ex-ojficio .  .  .  .  Treasurer. 


Committee  on  Hooks Messrs  Bowen,  Willis,  Butzel,  Hosmer 

Committee  on  /nternai  Manofrem't       "       Harmon,  Butzel.  Conely. 
Committee  on  Finance '*       Butzel,  Conely,  Vokjt. 


LIBRARY    STAFF. 

Librarian  and  Superintendent Henry  M.  Utl  ey 

Assistant  lAbrariatts Lucian  B.  Gilmore,  Norman  C.  Perkins. 

/.ihrary  Assistants — Miss  M.  E.  Ladue,  Sarah  A.  Cochrane,  Mrs.  Matie 
Patton,  Misses  Lizzie  Hurst,  Mary  Ganley,  Helen  C.  Bates. 
Alice  M.  Kelly,  Nellie  T.  Kelley,  Irene  Gibson.  Amy  F.  Watson. 
Temporary  Assistants  and  Sutfstitutes — Misses  Mary  Myler,  Minnie  E. 
Paul,  Mary  S.  Ketchum,  Margaret  Stocking,  Mary  R.  McLeod, 
LoLLiE  Boehnlein,  Mabel  J.  Ram.say. 
Reading  Room  Attendants — Geo.  W.  Oshorn,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Doll,  Edith 
Patton. 

Curator  Museum — Henry  B.  Smith. 

Janitor — Charles  Hack. 

Janitor s  Assistants — Annie  McDermott,  Mary  Ryan. 

Binding  Department — Chav.  L.  Brudin.  Kit iih  Garland. 


REPORT  OF  THE   PRESIDENT. 


To  the  Board  of  Education: 

Gentlemen  : — The  library  has  gone  on  through  the  year 
without  any  very  important  event  in  its  history.  The 
number  of  books  has  been  increased  to  upwards  of  91,000. 
The  statistics  compiled  by  the  librarian,  and  herewith  pre- 
sented, show  that  the  library  was  never  so  extensively 
used  as  it  has  been  during  the  past  year.  The  number 
of  different  individuals  who  drew  out  books  for  home  read- 
ing has  materially  increased,  while  the  number  who  consulted 
books  in  the  library  was  nearly  doubled.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  books  used  exceeds  the  total  of  any  previous  year 
by  upwards  of  33,000.  These  facts  cannot  fail  to  be  gratifying 
to  all  friends  of  the  Library.  They  demonstrate  its  popu- 
larity and  usefulness,  and  justify  all  the  expense  of  money, 
time,  labor  and  thought  bestowed  upon  its  care  and  de- 
velopement.  A  measure  was  brought  before  the  legislature, 
at  its  last  session,  calculated  to  restrict  the  annual  city 
appropriation  for  the  maintenance  of  the  library.  It  must 
be  said  to  the  credit  of  the  mover  of  this  measure  that 
when  he  saw  the  overwhelming  public  sentiment  in  favor 
of  leaving  the  library  revenue  undisturbed,  he  withdrew  his 
bill.  The  movement  in  the  legislature  is  not  to  be  re- 
gretted, since  it  demonstrated  the  hold  which  the  library 
has  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  the  general  prevalance 
of  a   belief   that  it   is  worth  to  the  city  all  that   it  costs. 

The  close  relation  between  the  library  and  the  public 
schools  has  been  promoted  by  the  extension  of  the  library 
privileges,  hitherto  granted  to  the  high  school,  to  some 
20  schools  of  the  upper  grammar  grades.  The  expense 
has  not  been    large,   and   the    number  of   books    bought   for 
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the  purpose  of  a  practical  trial  of  the  experiment  was  not 
great,  but  these  few  books  have  already  had  thousands  of 
readers,  who  would  not  otherwise,  perhaps,  have  ever  seen 
a  librar}'  books.  There  are  as  ^et  no  records  of  this  use  of  the 
library,  and  consequently  they  cut  no  figure  in  our  regular 
statistics.  But  it  is  none  the  less  true  that  the  use  is 
ver^'  extensive;  that  the  beneficience  and  value  of  the  library 
are  thus  carried  into  fresh  fields,  and  it  is  thereby  serving 
new  and  important  ends.  We  do  not  lose  sight  of  the 
fact  that  this  library  was  primarily  a  public  school  library. 
It  was  for  years  under  the  direct  management  of  the  Board 
of  Education.  There  is,  therefore,  solid  ground  for  all 
possible  efforts  to  preserve  it?i  educational  character,  and 
to  co-operate  with  the  school  authorities  in  their  work  for 
the   children. 

The  time  has  arrived  when  we  must  seriously  consider 
the  question  of  enlargement  of  the  librar}'  building.  When 
the  main  building  was  erected  its  estimated  capacity  was 
100,000  volumes.  This  was  in  1875,  when  the  library  had 
but  $25,000  volumes,  and  the  time  when  the  presumed 
capacity  of  the  building  would  be  reached,  seemed  then 
very  remote.  By  the  close  of  the  year  1890,  the  number 
of  volumes  on  hand  will  in  all  probability  be  fully  100,000; 
and  before  any  new  building  can  be  provided,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  events,  that  number  will  be  greatly 
exceeded.  As  originally  planned  the  present  main  build- 
ing was  the  book  room  or  rear  extension  of  the  pro- 
jected edice.  The  architect's  plans  provided  for  a  very 
handsome  and  commodious  front,  which  was  omitted  in 
in  the  construction,  for  the  reason  that  the  ascertained 
cost  exceed  the  authorized  expenditure.  This  was  fortunate 
for    two    reasons;     it    secured    the    placing    of    the    present 
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building  in  such  position  on  the  lot  as  to  leave  ample  room 
for  future  extension,  and  it  left  the  city  free  to  erect,  when 
the  proper  time  shall  arrive,  a  building  suitable  to  the  needs 
of  the  library,  planned  in  accordance  with  the  latest  iip- 
proved  ideas  on  the  subject,  and  of  such  imposing  appear- 
ance as  shall  represent  the  taste  and  wealth  of  a  thriving 
and  cultured  city. 

Other  cities  are  showing  a  liberal  spirit  in  respect  to 
their  public  libraries.  The  city  of  Boston  having  acquired 
nearly  a  whole  city  square  of  land  as  a  site,  is  now  erecting 
thereon  a  building  which  is  to  cost,*  completed,  upwards 
of  a  million  dollars.  Chicago  is  now  looking  for  a  suitable 
location,  and  we  may  believe  that  its  building  will  not  be 
inferior  to  that  of  Boston.  Milwaukee  has  recently  appro- 
priated $60,000  for  a  site,  and  when  this  is  secured  its 
appropriation  for  a  building  will  not  be  niggardly.  Minne- 
apolis has,  within  the  last  30  days,  dedicated  a  new  public 
library  building  which  cost,  exclusive  of  ground,  $260,000, 
and  which  is  so  constructed  as  to  be  enlarged  by  an  addition 
costing  as  much  more,  to  make  a  complete  and  harmonious 
whole. 

Our  public  library,  in  its  magnitude  and  the  extent  of 
its  use,  ranks  with  the  best  in  this  country,  and  we  feel 
confident  that  the  people  of  Detroit  will  gladly  consent  to 
any  needful  appropriation  to  keep  it  always  in  this  rank. 
Additional  legislation  will  be  necessary  to  enable  the  city 
to  erect  the  proposed  building.  We  expect  that  public- 
spirited  citizens  will  lead  the  movement,  and  that  the 
legislature  and  the  Common  Council  will  be  so  impressed 
with  the  popular  will  and  desire  in  this  repect  that  a 
sufficient  grant  will  be   made. 

GEO.    S.    HOSMER,    President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Detroit  Public  Library: 

In  compliance  with  the  rule  of  the  Board,  I  submit  a 
report  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  on  account  of  the 
Library  Fund  for  the  year  1889  : 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  January-  1st,  1889 $15.2*H>  19 

City  taxes.    1889 $27,959  41 

1888 1.549  50 

previous  years 42  58 

29,551  49 

County  Treas..  fines  and   penalties 8,840  12 

Interest  on  account 076  72 

Library  fines r>r>7  44 

Sales  of   Catalogues 71  60 

Sales  of  duplicate  books 29  65 

Lost  books  paid  for : 30  45 

Miscellaneous 8  25 


•  «  «  a 


t  »  «  f 


Total  receipts $55, 165  91 


Paid 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

for  Books  and  pamphlets $7,049  83 

periodical  subscriptions    900  93 

binding  and  repair  of  books 2,290  77 

light 1,476  02 

fuel 684  75 

stationery  and  blanks 587  20 

library  supplies 235  16 

janitor's  supplies 64  59 

postage 115  39 

freight  and  express  221  55 

repairs 1,770  81 

furniture 104  45 

miscellaneous 69  15 

janitor  service 1,983  57 

salaries  of  librarian  and  assistants  12,718  60 

printing  catalogues 3,423  75 


Total  disbursements $33,702  52 

Balance  on  hand,  December  31,  1889  $21,463  39 

The  above  balance  does  not  indicate  a  surplus,  as  some 
might  infer,  but  the  working  funds  of  the  Library  for  the 
next  six  months.  While  the  year  of  the  Commission  com- 
mences on  January  ist,  its  fiscal  year  is  the  same  as  that 
of   the  City  of    Detroit,    and  begins  July   ist. 

HERBERT    BOWEN,    Secre/ary. 


Detroit,  January,   1890. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 


To  thf   Commissu  n€rs  vf  tht-   Put.'u-   L:trar\: 

Gentlemen: — I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  repwrt  for 
:he  year  i^'^9,  showini^  the  growth  oi  the  library'  and  its 
operation*,   durinij   the  calendar  year. 

Nam^jer  of  Nxjks  in  the  l;brar\-  jan    1.  !<>*< ^5.62"J 

Ad/ieri  since  by  purchase   . . . ._ .>.  **H4 

gift >43 

exchange - 1 

b?ndin^  pamphlets  etc 33<»     7.0.>8 


Total y2.t>M) 

!y,I'd  and  exchanged 5J» 

Ccnderr.neci    u  om  c  ui Si*4 

i^/vi  urA  paid  for 3>         987 


Numl»er  of  books  Dec    31.  l^*»l» yiJWS 

The  toliowinu  shows  the  net  increase  duriiiij  the  year  in 
tr  e   niiml>er  of   books   in    the   several   classes    mentioned: 

F  -.itior.    {i45 

B;'.L'raphy T 737 

H:^*',r>       m2 

F,r./!:«-h  literature.  p)oeirv    etc     537 

F'r::/:on    M)4 

r'';-/:rip:i'^,n.  tra\  el.  etc    409 

Nai'iral  sciences    401 

B'.  irA  perir<iic;il-;     2tM) 

T  «.^fj;  art-* 17.> 
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The  following  table  shows  the  accessions  during  the  year 
in  the  several  classes,  the   number  of  books  in  each  at  the 

close  of  the  year,  and   the  relation  which   each  class  bears 
to  the   whole: 

Total 

Accessions       in  Per- 

in  18S9.  Lib'ry.  centase. 

Bibliography.  Cyclopxdias.  Dictionaries 77  1,537  \.&\ 

Bound  Periodicals  (general)  and  Newspapers 321  7,700  8.39 

Philosophy,  Mental  and  Moral 89  1,029  1. 12 

Religion 505  6,323  0.89 

Political  Science (>8  1,041  1. 13 

Political  Economy 42  629  .68 

Administration,  Federal  and  Local  Pub.  Docs 535  7,239  7.89 

Law 36  725  .79 

Education 76  1,056  1.15 

Sociology 172  2,253  2.45 

Philology 68  448  .49 

Natural   Sciences 403  5,007  5.46 

Medicine 57  1.555  1.69 

Agriculture 27  945  1.03 

Domestic  Economy 8  1 66  .18 

Useful  Arts 175  1,979  2.16 

Fine  Arts 130  1,481  1.61 

Eng.  and  Am.   Literature  (inc.  Translations) 263  3,900  4.28 

Eng.  and  Am.  Poetry  and  Drama  (inc.  Translations)       283  3,495  3.81 

Biography 751  6.331  6.95 

Geography,  Travel  and  Description   415  6, 134  6.69 

History 679  9,049  9.87 

English  Fiction  and  Juvenile 1.695  13.592  14.82 

Amusements 79  3()0  .  39 

Books  in  German 19  3,712  4.W5 

Books  in  French 73  3,039  3.32 

Books  in  Greek 2  122  .  13 

Books  in  Latin 8  553  .60 

Books  in   Italian  and  Spanish 2  159  .17 

Books  in  Minor  Languages 134  .  14 

Total    7.058  91,693  100.00 

LIBRARY    CARDS. 

The  number  of  library  cards  outstanding  at  the  close  of 
the  year  is  16,375,  against  14,144  the  previous  year — a  gain 
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of  2,231.     The  number  of  cards  issued  annually  during  the 
past  five  years  is  as   follows  : 

1885 2,880 

1886 3,228 

1887 3,269 

1888 3.354 

1889 3,644 

Total 16,375 

This  represents  the  number  of  readers'  cards  upon  which 
the  holder  is  entitled  to  draw  out  for  home  reading  one 
book,  to  be  kept  not  more  than  two  weeks,  except  upon 
renewal.  The  right  to  obtain  these  cards  is  limited  to 
residents  of  Detroit,  or  residents  of  the  suburbs  doing  busi- 
ness in  the  city  ind  paying  city  taxes.  The  loaning  of  books 
is  limited  strictly  to  holders  of  cards.  There  have  been 
frequent  requests  from  outsiders,  more  especially  residents  of 
Windsor,  for  the  privilege  of  drawing  books  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  a  weekly  sum  as  compensation  therefor.  As  the 
'  library  is  maintained  by  the  tax  payers  of  Detroit  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  city,  the  way  has  not 
seemed  clear  to  make  it,  in  any  degree,  a  subscription 
library.  All  outside  applicants  have  been  refused,  even 
when  money  has  been  tendered  with  the  application.  Of 
course,  the  library  is  freely  open  for  the  use  of  books  within 
the  building  by  all  who  apply,  no  matter  who  they  may 
be  or  whence  they  come. 

rSE    OF    THE    LIBRARY. 

The  book  department  of  the  library,  both  circulating 
and  reference,  was  closed  12  days  in  July,  while  the  painters 
were  in  full  possession.  The  periodical  reading  room,  how- 
ever,  was  kept  open,   as  usual,   every  day  in  the  year. 
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Following  is  a  summary  of   the    use  of   the  several   de- 
partments of   the  library  during  the  year. 

Number  of  books  drawn  out  for  home  reading 219,668 

consulted  in  the  library 44»416 


It        • « 


Total  use  of  books  in  1889 264,084 

1888 230,401 


if  I <  I  i 


I  > 


Increase  in   1889  33,683 

Number  of  books  used  in  1889 264,048 

"   periodicals  used  in  1889 110,922 

Total  use  of  library  in  1889 374,970 

1888 328.903 


1  <  <  •  ( t 


Increase  in   1889 46,067 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  books  drawn  for 
home  reading  each  month  in  the  year,  and  the  daily  average, 
compared   with   the  preceeding  year  : 

1888.  1889. 


,^       .  No.  Total  Average  I        No.  Total  Average 

Montns.  Days.       Circulation,    per  Day.        Days.       Circulation,    per  Day. 


January 25  18,006  720  26  21,616  831 

February 25  19,232  769  24  20,301  846 

March 27  20,941  775  26  22,867  879 

April 25  16,416  657  25  18,344  734 

May 27  15,548  576  27  18,445  683 

June 26  14,277  549  25  16,641  666 

July 25  15,032  601  13  8,830  681 

August 27  15,838  587      -       27  17,710  656 

September....  25  15,666  626  25  16,025  641 

October 27  17,862  662  27  19,876  736 

November 25  18,532  741  25  19,939  798 

December 25  19,087  763     .,        25  19,074  763 

Total 309  20(5.437  608  295  219,668  745 


The  character  of  the  books  drawn  out  for  home  reading 
for  each  of  the  past  three  years  is  shown  in  the  following 
statement : 
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1887.  1888.  1889. 

per  cent.        per  cent,    per  cent. 

History,  Biography  and  Travel «.68  6.95  8.77 

Literature,  Poetry  and  Drama 3.80  4.31  4M 

Religion  and  Philosophy 93  1 .00  1.27 

Science  and  Arts 3.23  3.08  4.01 

Fiction 05.32  fi2.87  59.50 

Juvenile  books 14.92  15.72  15.58 

German 3.86  4. 10  4.35 

French  and  Minor  Languages     48  .95  .95 

Miscellaneous 78  1.02  .91 

I  believe  that  the  continually  lessening  proportion  of 
fiction  and  growing  proportion  of  history,  biography,  liter- 
ature and  science,  are  due  largely  to  the  work  in  behalf 
of  good  reading  done  in  the  public  schools,  together  with 
the  aids  in  finding  the  more  substantial  classes  of  books 
afforded  by  catalogues,  etc.  There  is  considerable  work 
done  among  adults  in  the  study  of  history,  art  and  political 
economy,  by  clubs  or  classes,  under  the  guidance  of  com- 
petent preceptors.  The  members  of  these  classes  are  making 
constant  and  extensive  use  of  the  library  in  the  reference 
department,   and   also  largely  in  the  circulating   department. 

LIBRARY    BOOKS    IN    THK    SCHOOLS. 

The  contract  entered  into  between  the  Library  Com- 
mission and  the  Board  of  Education,  whereby  the  latter 
furnishes  transportation  for  the  books  between  the  library 
and  the  school  houses  and  agrees  to  pay  for  all  books  not 
returned  in  good  condition,  was  mentioned  a  year  ago. 
The  supply  of  books  procured  for  the  high  school  has  been 
considerably  increased,  and  the  time  for  their  return  to  the 
library  extended  indefinitely.  That  school  is,  therefore, 
practically  in  full  po.ssession  of  over  1200  volumes,  to  be 
used  in  the  unrestricted  discretion  of  the  principal  and 
teachers,  under  such  rules  as  they  may  establish.  No  re- 
ports  are  furnished   as  to   the  extent   to  which   these  books 
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are  used,  except  the  statement  of  the  principal  that  they 
are  in  constant,  daily  use.  I  think  there  should  be  some 
form  of  report  to  show  the  Library  Commission,  by  the 
actual  record  of  use  that  their  expenditure  for  these  books 
was  justifiable. 

Early  in  the  year,  835  volumes  were  purchased  for  use 
in  the  7th  and  8th  grades  of  the  grammar  schools.  This 
takes  them  into  about  20  school  houses  in  different  parts 
of  the  city.  They  are  divided  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  scholars  in  those  two  grades  in  each  school.  They  are 
called  in  and  an  exchange  made  every  six  weeks.  No 
general  rules  have  been  laid  down  relative  to  the  use 
of  these  books,  but  that  matter  is  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  principal  of  each  school.  Neither  have  any  statistics 
of  their  use  been  kept,  except  in  a  single  instance.  The 
principal  of  the  Bishop  school  kept  a  record  during  the  last 
six  weeks,  and  found  that  the  70  books  in  his  school  were 
read  226  times,  an  average  of  over  three  readers  for  each 
book.  On  this  basis  these  books  had  over  15,000  readers 
during  the  last  school  year.  *  I  think  a  record  of  use  is 
very  desirable,  to  show  not  only  that  the  books  are  really 
used,  but  which  books  are  read  most.  It  would  afford  in- 
formation as  to  the  desirability  of  enlarging  the  scheme  and 
indicate  the   popular  books. 

All  the  books  supplied  to  the  schools  are  duplicates 
bought  expressly  for  the  purpose,  and  are  stamped  **  School 

copy    No. "       Our    library    copies    are    left    undisturbed 

to  be  circulated  in   the  usual   way. 

Except  that  these  books  are  counted  as  library  books, 
they  have  no  adequate  representation  in  our  library  statistics. 
The  library  really  ought  to  be  credited  with  much  greater 
use  than  the  figures  show. 
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catalogues. 

The  printing  of  our  new  general  catalogue  began  about 
the  middle  of  March  and  has  proceeded  as  rapidly  as 
I  could  handle  the  proofs.  It  will  probably  be  completed 
within   a  year  from  the  date  of  its  commencement. 

The  first  volume,  comprising  nearly  600  pages,  was  issued 

about    the    middle    of    October,   and    was    bound    for    use    in 

the   library. 

A  catalogue  of  books  in  the  French  language  was  issued 
in  October,    and  offered   for    sale  to  the   public   at  25  cents 

per  copy. 

A  small  catalogue  of  24  pages,  entitled  '*  Good  Books 
for  Young  People,"  was  printed  in  the  fall,  and  offered  at 
5  cents  per  copy.  The  first  edition  of  500  copies  has  been 
nearly  exhausted  and  a  new  and  enlarged  edition  is  de- 
sirable. Such  a  guide  to  good  reading  is  most  helpful  to 
parents  and  teachers,  as  well  as  to  3^oung  people  themselves; 
and  the  demand  for  it  proves  its  popularity  and  usefulness. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  library  authorities  not  only  to  provide 
suitable  books  for  all  classes  •  of  readers,  but  to  assist  the 
public  in  making  choice  of  books,  both  for  reading  and 
study. 

BINDINC;    AND    REPAIR    OK    BOOKS. 

During  the  year.  3,714  books  were  bound,  700  were 
resewed  and  recased,  56  were  rebacked,  and  2,336  were 
repaired.  All  this  work  was  done  in  the  library  bindery, 
except  the  binding  of  2,677  volumes,  which  was  done  by 
contract  in  outside  binderies.  The  cost  of  the  contract 
work  was  $1,283.10,  which  was  a  little  over  47  cents  per 
volume  on  the  average.  The  cost  of  maintaining  the 
bindery  was  $1,007.67,  of  which  $87.17  was  for  material 
and   $920.50   was   wages   paid  to  employees. 
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The  work   turned  out  was  the  following : 

Number  of  books  rebound      1,037 

resewed  and  recased 700 

rebacked 5« 

repaired   2,336 


•  I 


•  I  « > 


•  I  II 


Total  books  handled 4, 12« 

Besides  these  there  were  51  large  pamphlet  boxes  made, 
as  well  as  paper  memorandum  blocks  and  other  things  for 
the  convenience  of  the  library,  and  a  great  deal  of  pasteing 
of  labels,   etc.,   which  cannot    be  described  in  detail. 

IMPROVEMENT    OK    THE    INTERIOR. 

During  the  summer  the  interior  of  the  library  room 
was  thoroughly  renovated  and  newly  painted  and  decorated. 
Nothing  of  this  kind  had  before  been  done  since  the  build- 
ing was  erected,  nearly  14  years  before.  The  color  was 
originally  sombre,  and  the  whole  room  had  become  very 
dingy  by  long  accumulation  of  smoke  and  dust.  Light, 
neutral  tints  were  used  in  painting,  and  the  decorations 
are  few  and  simple,  consisting  almost  wholly  of  gilding 
the  tips  of  projecting  iron  ornaments  on  columns  and  bal- 
conies. The  result  is  highly  satisfactory ;  the  room  is 
wonderfully  brightened,  the  light  being  perceptibly  increased. 
The  appearance  of  the  library  is  greatly  improved,  and  the 
good  taste  employed  in  its  embellishment  has  been  much 
praised. 

The  work  was  so  done  as  to  interfere  as  little  as  possible 
with  the  operations  of  the  library ;  but  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  close  the  book  department  two  weeks.  Fortunately 
this  was  arranged  for  that  month  in  the  year  when  the 
library   is  least   used   by   the  public. 

Very   Respectfully, 

H.    M.    UTLEY,   Librarian, 
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Following  is  a  list  of  donors  to  the  Library  during  the 
year,  and  the  number  of  bound  volumes  and  pamphlets  given 
by  each  : 

Vol.      Pampb. 

Adams,  H,  C. ,  Washington 1 

Albany  Law  School 

Albion  College,  Albion 

Amee,  W.  A. ,   Boston 3 

American  College  and  Education  Society,  Boston 

Missionary  Association,   New  York 1 

Unitarian  Association,   Boston 

Amherst  College,  Amherst 

Anderson,   E,  J.,   Trenton,   N.  J 

Apprentices'  Library,  Philadelphia. : 

Astor  Library,   New  York 

Atherton,  F. ,   Waterbury,  Me 

Barden.  J.  H. .  Providence 

Barkley,  J.   M..   Detroit 

Bates,   L.  J. ,   Detroit 

Bell,  George,   London 1 

Benet,  S.  V. ,   Washington 1 

Betton,   F.   H, ,    Topeka 1 

Bishop,  Jas.,  Trenton,  N.  J 2 

Bloor,  A.  J. ,   New  York 

Boston  Museum  Fine  Arts 

Botsford,  Fred.   New  Haven 

Bowditch,  J,  B.,  Providence 1 

Bowdoin  College,   Brunswick,  Me 

Brainerd,   H.,   St.  Albans.  Vt 

Brooklyn   Library 

Standard  Union   1 

Brown,   H.   B.,   Detroit 19 

Brown,  J.  T.  R..    Detroit 1 

Brymner,   D. ,  Ottawa 1 
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Vol.      Pamph. 

Buffalo  Library 1 

Burr,  Mrs.  I.  H, ,  Detroit I 

Burr.  W.  H.,  Detroit 3 

Butler.  A.  P.,  Columbia,  S.  C ft 

California  Pioneers.  Society  of 1 

Campbell.  J.  V.,   Detroit 5a 

Carleton  E.  D. ,  Spirit  Lake 2 

Chalmers,  P. ,  London,  Eng I 

Chaney.  Dr.  W.,  Detroit    1 

Chipman.  J.  L.,  Detroit 22  3 

Citizens'  Association,  Chicago 1 

City  Library,  Springfield,  Mass 1 

Columbia  College.  New  York 2 

Connecticut  Historical  Society 1 

Cook,  Geo.  H.,  New  Brunswick.  N.J ft 

Cram,  A.  B.,    Detroit 65  107 

Creighton  College.  Omaha 1 

Crossman,  D.  L. .  Lansing 1 

Crozier,  A.  A. .  Ann  Arbor 1 

Dartmouth  College 2 

Davidson,  J.  H.,  St,  Paul 2 

Davis,  C.  E. ,  Boston 1 

Davis,  R.  C,  Ann  Arbor 2 

Dennis,  H.  J. ,  Topeka 3 

DePauw  University,  Greencastle,  Ind 3 

DePeyster,  J.  W..  New  York 2 

Donovan,  J .  W.  Detroit 2 

DuflSeld,  D.  B.,  Detroit 1 

Dyer,  Geo.  L. ,  Washington 1 

Elizabeth  Public  Library 1 

Elliott,  R.  R.,  Detroit I 

Ellsworth  &  Brey,  Detroit 1 

Essex   Institute,    Salem 1  5 

Ewing.  Thomas,  New  York   1 

Fabiani,  H.  B. ,  Detroit 1 

Fassett,  A.  D.,  Columbus,  Ohio  1 

Fay,  F.  B. ,  Boston *.  7 

Fee,  S. ,  Wamego,  Ks 2 

Fell,  L.  T.,   Newark,   N.J : 1 

Fireman's  Fund  Association,  Detroit 1 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington 1 

Flower,   F.   A.,   Madison,   Wis 1 

Friends'  Free  Library,  Germantown 1 

Frisbie,  S.  W.,   Detroit, 27 
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Vol.      Pamph. 


Frothingham.  A.   L, ,  Baltimore 1 

Garlichs.  H.  M.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo 2 

Gillespie,  G.  D.,   Grand   Rapids 3 

Gompers,  Samuel.  New  York 1 

Grece,   E.  S.,   Detroit 1  30 

Green,   S.  A. ,  Boston 3  35 

Green,  S.  S,,  Worcester 1 

Greey,    Edward,    New  York 1 

Griffin.   M.  I.  J.,   Philadelphia 10 

Griffith,  Wm..  Louisville.   Ky 1 

Hamilton,  M.  R..  Trenton,  N.  J 2 

Harris,  Augustus.  London 1 

Hart,  H.  H.,  St.  Paul 1 

Hart,  W.  F.,  Leeds,   Eng 1 

Hartford  Library  Association 5 

Hartford  Theological  Seminary 3 

Harvard  University 1  10 

Heafh.   A.   H. ,    Lansing 3 

Henderson,  J.  T.,   Atlanta 5  5 

Hendricks,  W.  C,  San  Francisco   1 

Hennecke  &  Co.,  Milwaukee 1 

Henry,  D.  F.,  Detroit 1 

Hickox,  J.  H.,  Washington 1 

Hoadley,  C.  J.,  Hartford,  Conn 2 

Hopkins,  Geo.  H. ,  Detroit 7 

Hotchkiss.  S.  M. .  Hartford   4 

Hudson,  W.  M..  Hartford 4 

Hughes,  Thos..  Detroit 2 

Hull,  Fanny,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 1 

Hutchins,  E.  R. ,  Des  Moines 1  1 

Illinois  Fish  Commission 1 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia 29 

Iowa  Historical  Society 2 

Jackson,  F.  D.,  Des  Moines 5 

Jenkins,  Jno. ,  Lincoln,  Neb 1 

Johns  Hopkins  University 2 

Jones,   W.  N.,   Raleigh,    N.  C 1 

Julian,  G.  W.,  Irvington,   Ind 1 

Kansas  Academy  of  Science 1 

Board  of  Agriculture 1 

State  Historical  Society 2 

Kansas,  State  of 1 

Kean.  S.  A.  &  Co..  Chicago 1 
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Kelso.  S.  J. .  Detroit ^ 

Kiehle.  D.  L..   St    Paul     ^ 

Kilbourae,  C    E  ,  ColuirNus 

Kimball.  J    F  .   Washin>:t"n ^ 

King.  H.  C  .  Xe»  York 

King.  Mrs.  J    E.  Detroit 1-^ 

Kinj:,  K    W. .  Detroit 

Kronberj!,  A.  G  .  Detroit - 

Lamb.  John,   St.  Paul 

Lancaster.  A.  E. .   New  York ^ 

Lathrop.  E    H..   Springfield.  Mass 

Laws<^>n.  G    L..  Lincoln.  Neb    

Leitner.  G   W  .  Finsbury.  Enji 

Lightner,  C    A. .  Detroit 

Lord.  J    S  .  Springfield.  Ill    1 

Lf.»well  Citv  Library 

Luce,  Cyrus  G. .  Lansing * 

Macauley.  J .  F. .  Detroit - 

McClellan.  C  .  St    Paul 

McFadden.  Mary  A  .  Trenton,  N.J    

MacFarlane.  J  no. ,  Detroit 

Maimonides  Library.  New  York 

Manchester.  New  Hampshire.  City  Library 

Massachusetts.  Commonwealth  of 1^ 

Institute  of  Technology.  Boston     

Railroad  Commissioners 

Soldiers   Home,  Chelsea i  •  •    -  • 

Mathews.  S.  W..  Augusta,  Me 1 

Maxwell,  S   I)..  (Cincinnati - 

May,  W    L..  P'remont.  Neb 

Mellor.  C.  C.   Pittsburg 

Mercantile  Library.  Cincinnati 

New  York 

St    I^mis 

San  Francisco 

Messenger,  Mary  A. ,  Detroit ^- 

Michigan  Agricultural  College 

Board  of  Charities 1 

Health I 

Forestry  Commission 

Pioneer  Society 1 

Meddaugh,  E.  W. ,  Detroit !•"» 

Millett,  T.  F.,  Bostcm 

Molee,  E  .  Bristol.  Dak 1 


Pamph. 
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Vol.      Pamph. 

Monroe.  M.  B.,  Morris  Plains,  N.  Y 4 

Muir.  J.  H.,  Detroit \ 2 

Mussey.  G.  D. ,  Detroit   2 

Nebraska  Historical  Society 8 

Newberry  Library,  Chicago 1 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society 41  15 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library 1 

Forest  Commission 1 

State  Library,  Albany 2 

Newton.  W.  K..  Paterson,  N.  J 2 

Nicholson,  J.  P.,  Philadelphia 2 

Niagara  Reservation  Commission,  N.   Y 1 

North   Carolina  Board  of  Agriculture i 

Noyes,  Dr.  J.  F.  Detroit 2  50 

Ohio  Fish  Commission 4 

*  *     Meteorological  Bureau 7 

Old  Residents'  Historical  Association,  Lowell,  Mass 1 

Opdyke,  C.  W..  New  York 1 

Osmun,  G.  R. ,  Detroit 7 

Owen.  T.  W.,  Detroit 82 

Palmer,  T.  W.,  Detroit 3  4 

Paris,  C.  L. ,  Cincinnati I 

Payne,  F.  F. ,  Toronto 1 

Peale.  R.  S.  &  Co..  Chicago 1 

Peele,  W.  A.,  Jr.,  Indianapolis 6 

Penton,  J.  A.,  Detroit 1 

Pennsylvania  College  Dent.   Surgery,  Phil 1 

Perkins,  N.  C,  Detroit 2 

Philadelphia  City  Institute i    1 

Library 2 

Times 1 

Poole.  W.  F.,  Chicago 1 

Pope,  F.  L.,  Elizabeth,  N.  J I  1 

Post,  J.  A.,  Detroit 1 

Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn 1 

Putman,  F.  W,,  Cambridge 1 

Public  Library,  Boston 1  3 

Bridgeport,  Conn 1 

Brookline,  Mass 1 

Chicago 1 

Cincinnati 1  1 

Cleveland 1  1 

Grand  Rapids 1  3 

Great  Yarmouth,   Eng 1 
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Public  Library.  Lawrence.  Mass. 

Los  Angelos 


Qui  n  by,  W 
Reed.  F.  C 
Reillv.  M.  W 


Lvnn 

Manchester.  Eng 

Newark.  N.  J 

New  Bedford 

New  Haven 

Omaha 

Plymouth.  Eng 

Providence 

St.  Lonis 

St.  Paul 

San  Francisco 

Southampton.  Eng 

Swansea.  Wales 

Taunton 

Toledo 

Topeka 

Toronto 2 

Worcester 

E. ,  Detroit 7 

Astoria.  Ore 

Sacramento 2 

Reynolds  Library.  Rochester 

Rice.  Jas. .  Denver      1 

Rippey.  J.  N  .  Muskegon 

Rogers,  P.  F. .  Kearney.  N.J 

Roseneau.  S..  Buffalo 

Sackett,  A.  L. .  St    Peters.  Minn 

St.  Paul  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Sanger.  H.  K. .  Detroit 

Sayles.  Lita  B..  Killingly,  Conn 

Seliney.  F.  L. ,  Rome.  N.  Y 

Silas  Bronson  Library.  Waterbury.  Conn l 

Smith.  Mrs.  H    H.  C.  Detroit 9 

Smithsonian  Institution 3 

Solberg.  T. .  Washington     1 

South  Carolina  Agricultural  Department    

Steams.  Fred.  Detroit .13 

Stewart.  W.  M  .  Nevada 

Stone.  G    F..  Chicago 1 

Stryker.  W    S..  Trenton.  N.  J 2 

Sweeney.  R.  O. .  St.  Paul 

Swift.  G.  B.,  Chicago I 
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•* 


Syracuse  University ^ *...... 

Tenney.   Mrs.  H.  A. .   Lansing  ..." » 

Thayer.  R.  C. ,  Ann  Arbor 

Tobin,   J.  J.,   San  Francisco 1 

Toflfey.  J.  J.,  Trenton,  N.J 11 

Trimble.  John,  Washington 

Trowbridge,  L,  H. ,  Detroit » .  ^ .  .   5() 

U.  S.   Bureau  of   Education Jf 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 

Department  of  Agriculture H 

Interior 127 

Navy 1 

Post  Office 2 

State 35 

Treasury H 

War « 

Fish  Commission i* 

Interstate  Commerce 1 

Labor  Bureau 2 

Patent  Office rt 

Pension  Bureau 

Signal  Service 8 

Supervising  Insp.  Steam  Vessels 1 

Supervising  Surg.  Gen.  Marine  Hospital  Ser 1 

Surgeon  General 1 

University  of  California 

Iowa 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Nebraska 1 

Valentine,  C.  L.,  Madison,  Wis 

Van  Rensselaer,  Rev.  M.,  New  York 

Vermym,  J.  J.  B.,  New  Bedford 1 

Waddie,  John,  London,  Eng 1 

Walker,  C.  I. ,  Detroit T) 

Ward.  L.  F. ,  Washington 

Warren  Co.   Library,   Monmouth.  Ill 

Weeks,  T.  W.,  Baltimore 1 

Weston,   I.  M. ,   Grand  Rapids 1 

Whipple,  F.  H..  Detroit 1 

White,  E.  E.,  Cincinnati 1 

Whiting,  J.  T.,  Detroit 

Wight,  S.  G.,  Detroit 

Willis,  R.  S.,  Detroit •.  . .      1 


1 

4 
I 


13 
51 
34 


15 


27 


•) 


•I 

MP 

1 

13 
•> 

1 
12 
20 
1 
4 
4 

53 
1 
4 
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Vol.  Pamph 

Willis,  E.  A.,  Toronto 3 

Wincbell.  N.  H..  Minneapolis 3  3 

Wisconsin  Historical  Society 2 

Woman's  Anthropological  Society.  Washington I 

Worcester  Free  Institute 1 

Polytechnic  Institute (» 

Yale  I'nivcrsity 5 

Total   843  1890 
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Vol,  Pamph. 

Willis,  E.  A.,  Toronto 3 

Winchell,  N.  H.,  Minneapolis 3  3 

Wisconsin  Historical  Society 2 

Woman's  Anthropological  Society,  Washington 1 

Worcester  Free  Institute 1 

Polytechnic  Institute (> 

Yale  University 5 

Total    843  1890 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


To  the  Board  of  Education: 

Genti^EMEN  : — I  herewith  transmit  to  your  honorable 
body  the  report  of  the  Public  Library  for  the  year  1 890.  The 
details  of  the  expenses  and  of  the  growth  and  operations  of 
the  library  during  the  year  are  shown  in  the  accompanying 
reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Librarian.  Statistics,  however, 
cannot  fully  set  forth  the  usefulness  and  popularity  of  the 
institution,  which  are  shown  in  many  ver>'  encouraging  ways 
by  the  growing  extent  of  applications  for  books  by  classes  and 
clubs,  organized  for  systematic  study,  and  a  cultivation  of  a 
taste  for  good  reading  among  the  children  in  our  public 
schools. 

The  necessity  for  more  room  in  w^liich  to  enable  the  public 
to  make  use  of  the  facilities  which  the  library  affords,  as  well 
as  for  storage  of  books  and  the  work  of  the  library,  to  which 
reference  was  made  in  our  last  annual  report,  becomes  more 
and  more  pronounced  as  time  passes.  This  subject  is  forced 
upon  our  attention  and  cannot  be  ignored.  Some  decisive 
measures  must  be  adopted,  and  what  those  measures  shall  be 
ought  to  be  taken  into  thoughtful  consideration. 

The  Librarian  and  his  assistants  have  been  diligent  and 
have  discharged  their  important  duties  faithfully  and  the  work 
in  the  library  appears  to  go  on  quietly  and  with  satisfactory 
order  and  business  method. 

GEO.  S.  HOSMER,  President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


To  the  Conunissioncrs  of  the  Detroit  Publie  Library  : 

In  compliance  with  the  rule  of  the  Board,  I  "herewith 
present  my  report  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  on  account 
of  the  Library  during  the  Calendar  year  1890. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  January  1st,  1890 $21,463  39 

City  Taxes,  1890 829,506  93 

*'       1889 1,638  66 

"  "       previous  years 312  60 

31,458  19 

County  Treas.,  fines  and  penalties 5,671  67 

Interest  on  deposits 792  17 

Library  fines 761  90 

Sales   of  catalogues 83  65 

Sales  of  duplicate  books 28  30 

Lost  books  paid  for *. 40  43 

Miscellaneous 50  45 

Total  receipts $60,350  15 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  for  books  and  pamphlets $11,597  20 

periodical  subscriptions    918  66 

binding  and  repair  of  books 2,381  06 

light 1.092  28 

**       •*     fuel 458  00 

stationery  and  blanks 272  12 

library  supplies 197  36 

janitor's  supplies 37  49 

postage 169  07 

freight  and  express 229  71 

*'       "     repairs 123  78 

■''      *•     furniture 46  30 

"    insurance 403  73 

**    miscellaneous 255  08 

janitor  service 2,001  00 

salaries  of  librarian  and  assistants 13,053  34 

printing  and  binding  catalogues  3,606  36 
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Total  disbursements $36,842  54 

Balance  on  hand  December  31,  1890 $23,507  61 

The  above  balance  does  not  indicate  a  surplus,  as  some 
might  infer,  but  the  working  funds  of  the  library  for  the  next 
six  months.  While  the  year  of  the  Commission  commences 
■on  January  ist,  its  fiscal  year  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  City 
of  Detroit,  and  begins  July  ist. 

HERBERT   BOWEN,  Secretary. 
Detroit,  January,  1891. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRflRIflK. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Library : 

Gentlemen  : — Following  is  my  report  of  the  growth  ancf 
work  of  the  library  during  the  year  1 890  : 

Number  of  books  in  the  library  Jan.  1,  1890 91,693 

Added  since  by  purchase 9,097 

gift 1,095 

exchange IG 

binding  periodicals ^^  10,646 


Total 102,339 

Deduct,  discarded 801 

"        lost 58 

"        sold  and  exchanged 130        989 

Number  of  books  Dec.  31,  1890 10i,350 

The  following  shows  the  net  increase  dtiring  the  year  in 
the  number  of  books  in  the  most  important  classes  : 

Fiction 1,899 

Biography ^ 1,411 

Description,  travel,  etc 981 

History a34 

Religion  and  Philosophy 575 

English  literature,  poetr>%  etc  516 

Natural  sciences 305- 

Arts,  fine  and  useful 270 
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library  cards. 

The  number  of  library  cards  now  outstanding  is  18,744,  as 

against  16,375  a  year  ago.     The  life  of  a  card  is  five  years. 

The  following  shows  the  number  issued  annually  during  this 

period : 

1886 3.228 

1887 3,2(39 

1888 3,354 

1889 3,644 

1890 5,249 

Total ; 18.744 

USE   OF   THE   LIBRARY. 

The  library'  was  open  as  usual  309  days  for  the  drawing  of 

books  for  home  reading,  and  364  days  for  use  of  books  and 

periodicals  in  the  building.     Following  is  a  general  summary': 

Number  of  books  drawn  out  for  home  readinj^ 228,817 

consulted  in  the  library 64.060 


<(  it 


Total  use  of  books  in  1890 292,877 

1889 264,084 


»(  i(  (t 


Increase  in  1890 28,793 

Number  of  books  used  in  1890 292.877 

perio<licals      "      116,324 

Total  use  of  library  in  1890 109,201 

18S9 374,970 


« t 


«(  <(  t I 


Increase  in  1890 .34,231 

I  think  it  right  to  mention  in  connection  with  the  fore- 
going that  it  by  no  means  shows  the  entire  use  of  the  books  of 
the  library.  In  the  matter  of  circulation,  the  1,500  books 
furnished  to  the  High  School  are  drawn  out  but  once  a  year, 
and  the  1,000  books  supplied  to  the  Grammar  schools  are 
sent  out  but  six  times  a  year.  Yet  the  principals  of  schools 
report  all  those  books  in  daily  use.  Estimating  on  the  basis 
of  partial  statistics  gathered,  these  books  should  add  at  least 


lo 
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40,000  to  the  circulation.  In  the  matter  of  books  consulted 
in  the  building,  the  figures  given  are  for  books  delivered  on 
the  blank  applications  distributed  to  the  tables.  The  alcoves 
in  which  are  kept  the  books  on  fine  arts,  architecture,  etc., 
the  patent  gazettes,  .specifications,  etc.,  the  U.  S.  Cen.sus, 
almanacs  and  other  books  of  general  statistics,  city  directories, 
dictionaries,  catalogues,  indexes  and  atla.ses  are  open  freely  to 
the  public  to  help  themselves  without  restrictions  and  the  key 
to  the  room  in  which  are  kept  the  bound  newspapers  is  acces- 
sible to  all  reliable  individuals.  As  may  be  vSupposed,  scores 
of  persons  make  daily  use  of  these  privileges,  and  in  the  nature 
of  the  case  it  is  impossible  to  keep  any  record  or  even  to 
venture  any  trustworthy  estimate  of  the  books  thus  u.sed. 
Observation  shows  that  it  is  considerable. 

The  following  .shows  the  number  of  books  drawn  for  home 
reading  each  month  in  the  year,  and  the  daily  average,  com- 
pared with  the  preceeding  year  : 


1889. 


1890. 


Months. 


January.  . . 
February'. . 
March  . . . . 

April 

Mav 

June 

July 

August  . . . 
September 
October . . . 
November 
December 

Total. 


No. 
Days. 


26 
24 
20 
25 
27 
25 
13 
27 
25 
27 
25 
25 


Total 
Circulation. 


21,010 

2(),:i()i 

22,807 
18,344 
18.445 
10,041 
8,a30 
17,710 
10,025 
19,870 
19,aS9 
19,074 


Avcrapfe 
per  Day. 


No. 
Days. 


831 

20 

840 

24 

879 

20 

7;^ 

20 

08:^ 

27 

000 

25 

081 

20 

050 

20 

041 

1   '-^^^ 

im 

'   27 

798 

24 

7()3 

,   20 

295         219,008 


cm 


309 


Total 
Circulation. 


22,400 
20,058 
2:^,421 
19,284 
10,415 
14.555 
18,220 
17,114 
19,431 
19,471 
19,5(50 
18,822 

228,817 


Average 
l^er  Day. 


864 

mi 

900 
742 
008 
582 
700 
659 
747 
721 
815 
724 


741 
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The  character  of  the  books  drawn  out  for  home  reading 

for  each  of  the  past  four  years   is  shown  in  the   following 

statement : 

1887.        1888.        1889        189(). 

percent,  percent,  percent,  percent. 

Histor>\  Biography  and  Travel 6.68  6.95  8.77  10.76 

Literature,  l»oetry  and  Drama 3 .  80  4 .  31  4 .  66  4 .  70 

Religion  and  Philosophy 93  1.00  1.27  1.58 

Science  and  Arts 3.23  3.0b  4.01  5.12 

Fiction  . . .". 65.32  62.87  59.50  56.46 

Juvenile  books 14.92  15.72  15.58  15.34 

German 3.86  4.10  4.35  4.15 

French  and  Minor  Languages 48  .95  .9o  1.04 

Miscellaneous 78  1.02  .91  .85 

READING    FOR    THE    YOUNG. 

The  foregoing  table  illustrates  in  my  opinion  the  good 
work  done  in  the  public  schools  in  the  way  of  instructing 
and  guiding  young  people  in  the  selection  of  their  reading, 
and  in  cultivating  a  taste  for  the  more  substantial  classes  of 
books.  It  is  only  within  the  last  three  or  four  years  that 
systematic  measures  have  been*  pursued  in  the  schools  to 
broaden  the  instruction  imparted  by  going  beyond  the  text 
books.  The  education  which  inspires  an  appetite  for  inde- 
pendent investigation  of  subjects,  for  the  pursuit  of  know- 
ledge for  its  own  sake,  is  an  education  which  is  only  begun 
in  the  .school  and  which  goes  on  through  life.  It  is  in  this  latter 
stage  that  the  Public  Library  is  a  necessary  factor.  The 
young  man  or  woman  who  is  taught  in  school  how  to  read, 
and  whose  taste  in  the  selection  of  reading  is  guided  in  the 
right  direction,  finds  after  passing  beyond  the  portals  of  the 
school  house  that  with  the  aid  which  the  library  affords  he  or 
she  may  still  tread  the  same  delightful  path,  and  enjoy  in 
books  the  companionship  of  the  most  noble  and  gifted  minds. 
It  is  on  the  basis  of  the  ^r\'ice  thus  rendered  the  people  that 
the  maintenance  of  the  library  by  public  taxation  is  justified. 
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It  stands  on  the  same  ground  as  the  public  school,  which  it 
should  complement  and  supplement.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  the  present  administration  of  the  library  is  thoroughly 
in  earnest  in  its  efforts  to  make  the  institution  useful  in  the 
largest  and  best  sense,  and  especially  to  facilitate  in  every 
possible  way  the  movement  to  encourage  the  reading  by 
young  people  of  only  the  most  suitable  books. 

The  list  of  books  supplied  to  the  schools  has  been  consid- 
erably enlarged,  and  although  the  number  of  pupils  in  the 
grades  for  which  they  are  intended  is  made  the  basis  for  the 
distribution,  the  larger  proportion  is  given  to  the  most  distant 
schools.  It  is  found  that  these  books  are  in  great  demand 
in  the  families  of  the  school  children,  many  of  whom  live  so 
far  from  the  librar>'  that  it  is  ver>'^  inconvenient  for  them  to 
come  to  it  for  books.  The  school  houses  thus  become  practi- 
cally branch  libraries  from  which  books  are  obtained  for 
home  reading.  This  plan  may  properly  be  extended  within 
reasonable  limits. 

DONATIONS. 

The  list  of  gifts  to  the  libra^>^  published  as  an  appendix 
to  this  report,  compares  favorably  with  that  of  previous  years, 
and  shows  that  the  library  has  been  by  no  means  forgotten  by 
its  friends.  There  are,  however,  two  or  three  matters  which 
could  not  well  be  included  in  that  list  and  which  desen^e 
special  mention. 

Hon.  J.  W.  McGrath,  who  was  Secretary  of  the  Commis- 
sion appointed  by  President  Cleveland  in  1886  to  select  a 
site  for  the  new  government  building,  has  presented  to  the 
library  the  papers  and  minutes,  including  the  final  report,  of 
that  Commission. 
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Hon.  D.  C.  Holbrook  has  presented  to  the  librar>'  a 
number  of  papers  of  great  historical  interest,  among  them 
autograph  letter  of  Judge  Woodward,  May  1808,  to  Gov. 
Hull,  declining  to  administer  to  him  the  oath  of  office ; 
presentments  of  grand  jury  1 805-11,  memorials,  petitions  and 
other  documents  dated  in  the  first  decade  of  this  century. 

The  books,  papers  and  documents  collected  by  the  Michi- 
gan Historical  Society  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  library. 
A  safe  place  has  been  prepared  for  them  in  a  fire-proof  room 
where  they  may  be  preserved  for  all  time,  and  where  they 
are  accessible  for  purposes  of  investigation.  It  has  been  the 
hope  of  the  library  authorities  that  citizens  having  in  their 
possession  papers  of  historical  value  would  deposit  them  here, 
even  if  they  do  not  part  with  the  ownership  of  them. 

There  are,  without  doubt,  many  such  papers  in  Detroit 
homes,  where  they  are  exposed  to  danger  from  fire,  from 
destruction  *  by  mice,  or  by  the  ruthless  hand  of  the  rag 
gatherers,  which  should  be  rescued  before  it  is  too  late.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  example  of  Mr.  Holbrook  and  Judge 
McGrath,  in  this  respect,  will  be  followed  by  many. 

CRAMPED   QUARTERS. 

As  the  library  grows  and  its  use  increases  from  year  to 
year,  the  ill  adaptation  of  the  building  to  library  purposes  be- 
comes more  and  more  apparent.  The  small  and  dark  alcoves  are 
not  suited  to  anything  but  book  storage.  The  main  floor  affords 
no  room  for  reading  or  study,  and  is  already  uncomfortably 
crowded  on  busy  days.  There  have  been  days  in  which  nearly 
2,000  people  visited  the  library,  and  at  certain  hours  on  those 
days  it  may  well  be  supposed,  the  people  were  huddled  in  an 
unpleasant  fashion.  There  is  a  very  considerable  use  of  the 
library    by    persons  who    are    investigating    subjects  which 
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rt* --^frt  th*:  'jpz*^\*jirjj/:i.  oi  a  nmnber  of  books  and  finlities 
vn  uritir:;?  or  takfng^  notts.  This  is  a  use  of  the  libfary 
why^h  '^T.'/z'A  ''jt  «3c*> -ragged  and  there  should  be  suitable 
yr'r:iri'/n  f'/r  :t.  A  number  of  separate  reading  and  study 
r^x/n;*  are  j::::':h  n^*ded.  and  especially  should  such  an  one  be 
pT'rrA*:^  u/r  ladie^-  For  work  of  the  character  mentioned 
aW/ntt  'j-triet  :-  e*<^ential.  and  this  cannot  be  had  in  the  large 
'^/pen  room  in  which  the  public  throng  at  ail  hoars  of  the  da^- 
and  e-.'ening.  In  modem  librar\-  buildings  rooms  are  planned 
P/r  stt:dy  and  for  seminar}-  reading,  but  it  is  not  possible  to 
imj^^/v'ise  any  within  the  walls  of  the  present  building.  The 
«*j#ace  de\'oted  to  the  public  who  seek  books  that  circulate  is 
^A'er-cT^m'ded  at  certain  times,  but  the  whole  main  floor  is 
already  ;(iven  up  to  this  purpose  and  cannot  be  enlarged. 

There  is  ample  room  for  the  erection  of  a  building  in  front 
of  the  present  one.  and  it  cannot  be  utilized  a  day  too  soon. 
Such  building  should  be  planned  in  accordance  with  approved 
mrxlern  ideas  of  libraries  for  large  cities,  with  all  the  facili- 
ties for  librar>'  work  so  conspicuously  lacking  in  the  present 
structure,  and  with  a  book  capacity  to  serve  the  purposes  of 
the  city  for  fifty  years  to  come. 

CATALOGUES. 

The  printing  of  the  general  catalogue  was  finished  in 
March  and  the  whole  volume,  making  1,113  pages  was  at  once 
brought  into  active  use.  Ver>'  few  persons  seem  inclined  to  in- 
vest in  it  at  the  price  charged,  $2.50,  but  it  is  freely  used  in 
the  building.  Bulletin  No.  i,  being  really  a  continuation  of 
the  catalogue  to  January  i,  1890,  was  issued  early  in  the 
si)ring.  Bulletin  No.  2.  bringing  the  catalogue  down  to  date, 
is  nearly  ready  for  the  printer.  The  present  plan  is  to  publish 
these  bulletins  annually,  and  at  the  end  of  each  period  of  five 
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years  consolidate  them  into  a  single  alphabet  and  publish 
them  as  supplements  to  the  general  catalogue.  This  is 
probably  the  most  economical  and  satisfactory  scheme  that 
can  be  adopted  with  reference  to  printed  catalogues,  but  even 
then  they  become  in  the  course  of  years  a  burden. 

The  card  catalogue,  bulky  as  that  must  become  in  time, 
even  now  largely  supplements  the  printed  catalogue  in  popular 
use.  For  the  purpose  of  making  it  as  complete  and  useful  as 
possible,  special  attention  is  now  being  paid  to  its  revision  and 
enlargement. 

The  first  edition  of  a  small  catalogue  of  Good  Books  for 
Young  People  was  exhausted  some  time  ago,  and  a  second 
edition  somewhat  enlarged  is  now  in  preparation.  The  pur- 
pose is  to  aid  young  persons  in  the  selection  of  their  reading, 
by  placing  in  their  hands  classified  lists  of  unobjectionable 
books. 

BINDING   AND   REPAIR   OF   BOOKS. 

During  the  year  2,583  books  were  bound  under  contract  in 
binderies  in  the  city,  at  a  cost  of  $1,132.22,  or  a  trifle  less 
than  44  cents  per  volume  on  the  average.  The  bindery  and 
repair  shop  in  the  building  was  maintained  as  usual  with  two 
employes.  The  work  done  therein  consisted  of  363  volumes 
re-bound,  1,312  re-sewed  and  re-cased,  26  re-backed  and  2,609 
repaired,  beside  the  making  of  44  pamphlet  boxes  and  sora^ 
miscellaneous  work,  such  as  making  indexes,  scratch  blocks, 
pasting  labels,  etc.  The  expense  of  maintaining  the  shop  was 
$944.09,  of  which  $91 7. 50  was  for  wages  and  $26. 59  for  material. 

IN    CONCI.USION 

I  have  to  report  that  all  the  affairs  of  the  librar>"  connected 
with  its  administration  and  interior  working  have  gone  on 
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harmoniously.  There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  staff.  All 
the  librar>'  assistants  have  labored  faithfully  and  unselfishly 
for  the  promotion  of  its  best  interests,  and  to  make  it  as  use- 
ful and  helpful  as  possible  in  its  sphere.  Most  of  these  have 
been  connected  with  it  for  many  years,  and  I  am  most  happy 
to  commend  their  valuable  services. 

\'er>'  respectfully, 

H.   M.  UTLEY,   Librarian. 


APPENDIX  A. 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  OF  THE  ANNUAL  GROWTH  AND  USE 

OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

No.  Volumes  at    Library  Read'g        Home  Reading  Total  X'se 

Year.                            end  of  Year.  during  Year.            during  Year.          during  Year. 

1865 8,864  4,700 

1866 10.509  15.000 

1867 15,020  30,000 

1868 16,620  35,000 

1869 17,586  ....  40,000 

1870 18.717  40,000 

1871 21,161  7,200        45,000  52,800 

1872 22.115  9,200        98.(X)0  107.200 

1873 22.882  10,100  115.000  125.100 

1874 24,176  10,200  145,0(X>  155,200 

1875 24,903  11,000  148,000  159,000 

1876 33,604  11,500  148.000  159.500 

1877 37,703  12.aK)  150,(XX)  l(52.aX) 

1878 39,045  15.000  184,200  199.2(X) 

1879 40,358  15,000  185,500  200.5(.)0 

1880 40,496  12.0(X)  113.585  r25,5a5 

1881 42,413  12,000  116,9:^2  128,932 

1882 50,605  10,432  102.010  113,042 

1883 53,621  13,314  114,9(5^)  128.274 

1884 56,668  ^  11.722  126.376  138,098 

1885 59.653  15.481  134,068  149.549 

1886 70.550  19.699  147,616  167.285 

1887 80,167  22,245  181.921  204,166 

1888 85.622  23.964  206.437  240,401 

1889 91,693  44.416  219.668  264,084 

1890 101,350  64,060  228,817  292,871 
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F'/I    ; :-;:  S  ::  !:<  ^f  dinzr^  t;  the  library  dtirin«r  the  year 
'1  ihr  r.-:r.i'^r  ::' V':Iiiiiie>  ar.d  podphlct^  iiivca  by  each  : 

Vol       Painph. 


o 


2 

1 


'  *'.« — *\z-  •'  ■ .  !  ^T- :  t'   >•  -clctv 

»  'Lit- — ^•r,    _  -,  ..T^'-r .... 

»:^r:-^  ..:rt  i  :,:-riry    Ibili  :e:-hia 1 

.K-z'^^rr-i^i    Mri.   J.  .\.    r*ttr^xt 12 

A*r^r  :-:-r^ry.  N.  V    1 

A--'. ^--^'im   L:\nr>-  B.>-ton 1 

r-  ''-.'-■;.    Mr-.   L<-%i.   r>ctro:t 32 

B'-^v,'::  Citizen-*'  .Vi-. «.iatir.n 2 

py-T-^'  n  ar..i  M  iintr  R.  R.  Co 


B^/Ts  l-,:r.  Co'.Itr^e 2 

Br.-ar«:.  Herder:,   iKrtrDit 3 

I>v"t^::    L-  H..  Chicago 1 

B-ffalo  Historical   S*^.c:ety 1 

B~5'«:o  L:*rar\- 1 

B=rr.n  C-   F.N.  Y 1 

hjrr.  '.v.  H..  I>^tro:t 2 

Birt'.n.  C    3I-.   I^ctroit 1 

h  ;t:-^  H.  L..  Trenton.  N.  J 1 

Br-v.-rr   Cha.-..  Toronto 10 

h-'xi":   Wzr..,  Ihclrnii 25  58 

i;r'>,.c.;  n  I.:' rar>- -2 

hr-  rr,r.-z.  I}.    ( itlawa 1 

(.k'.'.y.'rr.i^i  T^Vi'if:  LiSrar>- 1 

C--:lr'<.:  i';i':r.c  R.  R.  Co I  2 

M'.^r ':'     H.  A..  iKrtr-^.it 1 

C r.:- :i;.'o  Iv^anl  of  Tri'le 1 

(/:.:  -i'^^t  Citi/'Ti'i'  .\-s-^K*ia!.ion 1 

Cr.::.Tr.;in  J.  L..  iKrtroit 6 

Col  :rr/%:H  Co'.>.-^c 1 

Co".'-Iy,  K.  I*..  I Hrtroit 4 

Cor.r.'.-ctif  ut  R.  R.  Commission 1 
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DePauw  University 
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Iowa  Historical  Society 1 

Irelan,  \Vm.,  Sacramento 1 

I\-ison,  Blakeman  &  Co.,  N.  Y 1 

Johns  Hopkins  University 1 

Kansas.  Academy  of  Science 1 
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.Historical  Society 1 

State  Librar>' 1 

Keep,  W.  J.,  Detroit I 

King,  J.  R.,  Detroit 1 

Kronberg,  A.  G.,  Detroit 2 

Lane,  G.  M.,  Detroit 1 

Lawrence,  R.  M.,  Lexington,  Mass 1 

Lawton,  C.  D.,  Lawton 1 

Lillibridge,  \V.  M.,  Detroit 8 

London,  ( Eng., )  Corporation  of 1 

Luce,  C.  G.,  Lansing 3 

MacFarlane,  Jno. ,  Detroit 1 

McKnight,  D.  A.,  X.  Y 1 

McLaughlin,  J.  \V.,  Austin,  Tex 1 

Maimonides  Library,  N.  Y 1 

Manchester,  (X.  H., )  City  Library 1 

Mann,  Lewis,   Detroit 1 

Massachusetts  Club,  Boston 1 

Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of. 10  1 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology* 2 

Mercantile  Library,  Cincinnati • 1 

Philadelphia 1 
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Washburn,  W.  T.,  N.  Y 1 

Washington  Centennial  Committee,  Chicago 1 

Waterhouse,  S.,  St.   Louis 8 

Watkins,  A.  I,.,  Detroit 16 

Western  Michigan  Diocese 1 

Whitney,  R.  E.,  Portland,  Ore 1 

Wight.  S.  G.  Detroit 1 

W'ilcox.  G.  A. ,  Detroit 1 

Wilmington,  (Del..)  Institute 1 

Wisconsin  Historical  Society 1  4 
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liiciiARD  Storks  Wii.i.is 46  Moffat  Building "  1894 
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H  EGBERT  BowEX 81  Moffat  Building **  1898 

Benjamin  R  Hoyt 92«  Hubbard  Avenue. . .  /t.v-Offiuo. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE   LIBRARY  COMMISSION.   1892. 

Magnis  Butzei Presidetit. 

UicHARD  Storks  AVii.lis /  iee-Presideni. 

Herbert  Bow  en Seerefary. 
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(Sommiiiee  on  Books Messrs.  Bowen,  Willis,  Conei.y,  IJitzel. 

Cotiimittee  on  Internal  JA?;/rt(,>^7.   Messrs.  Harmon,  Hosmeh,  Br tzel. 
C\yinmi(fee  on  Finanee '*        Conely,  Hosmku,  IIoyt. 

LIBRARY  STAFF. 

IJbrarian  and  Superintendent IIicnhy  M.   I  tley. 

^  Issistant  Librarians— Ixcwy.  B.  Gilmoke,  Nouman  C.  Peukins,  Sarah 

A.  Cochrane. 
JAbrary  Assistants— ^\.wvi  Emma  Ladie,  Matie  Patton,  Lizzie  Hirst, 

Mary  Ganley,  Helen  C.  Bates,  Alice  M.  Kelly,  Xelf.ie  T. 

Kelley,  Irene  Gibson,  Amy  F.  Watson,  Mary  Mylek,  Mary 

S.  Ketciii'm,  Maiuiaret  Stock in(;,  Lollik  Boehnlkin. 
Temporary  Assistants  and  Substitutes   -Maky  R.  Mc  Lkou,  Madej,  J. 

Ramsay,    Annie    Mitchell,   Louise    Cono\eu,   Mahy   Pellen* 

Edith  L.  Knapp. 
lieading  Room  Attendants— iyKo.  W.  O^ijoun,  Sarah  E.  Doll,  Henry 

Bruder. 
Curator  Museum — Charles  E.  Hall. 
yr7;//7<7r— Charles  Hack. 

Janitor''s  Assistants — Annie  McDermott.  Mary  Shields. 
lyindinsr  Department — Charles  L.  Biudin,  Kittie  Garland. 


KEPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


7b  the  Board  of  Education : 

Gentlemen — The  financial  and  other  statistics  will  be 
found  in  the  accompanying  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  the 
Librarian.  The  former  shows  the  unusually  large  sum  of 
$12,953.59  received  from  statutory  sources  through  the  County 
Treasurer.  The  receipts  from  this  source  tluctuate  violently 
and  unaccountably,  from  less  than  $8,000  to  nearly  $18,0(M),  in 
a  short  period,  so  that  ordinarily  no  account  can  be  taken  of 
them  in  regulating  expenditures.  The  average  annual  sum  for 
the  preceding  twelve  years  was  $(),0S9.11;  thus  the  amount  re- 
ceived last  year  was  more  than  twice  the  average.  I"or  this 
reason  the  balance  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  >ear,  preserved 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  library  until  the  taxes  for  another 
year  are  available,  is  slightly  larger  than  usual. 

The  statistics  compiled  by  the  Librarian  indicate  that  the 
popular  use  of  the  library  has  not  diminished,  but  on  the  con- 
trary has  steadily  and  perceptibly  grown.  The  figures,  how- 
ever, do  not  show  the  full  facts.  There  is  a  very  large  use  of 
the  library  by  persons  who  go  directly  to  the  shelves  and  in  the 
nature  of  the  case  no  reliable  record  of  the  volumes  thus  used 
can  be  kept  and  so  it  is  not  attempted.  It  is  gratifying  to  the 
Commission  to  see  this  evidence  of  the  popular  appreciation  by 
the  citizens  of  Detroit  of  the  advantages  which  the  library 
afford . 

The  organization  of  University  Extension  courses  in  his- 
tory of  literature,  Shakespearean  literature,  political  economy 
and  chemistry  during  the  present  winter  has  opened  up  an  en- 
larfi:ed  field  for  the  work    of   the   library.     Large   classes   have 
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attended  the  lectures  and  have  made  use  of  the  books  of  the 
library  in  their  study.  There  has  also  been  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  private  clubs  organized  for  special  reading,  and  the 
demand  for  books  has  been  such  that  in  some  instance  it  has 
been  thought  advisable  to  add  duplicate  copies,  in  order  to 
accommodate  as  many  persons  as  possible.  The  use  of  the 
library  by  members  of  these  clubs  and  classes  makes  more  evi- 
dent every  day  the  lack  of  suitable  accommodation  for  them  . 
One  or  two  rooms  are  v^'anted,  especially  one  for  ladies » 
where  study  and  making  notes  can  go  on  without  jostling  and 
interruption.  There  are  several  flourishing  art  schools  in  the 
city,  the  students  of  which  come  constantly  to  the  library  to 
make  use  of  the  valuable  art  works  which  it  possesses.  But  a 
dark  and  narrow  alcove  is  the  only  place  that  can  be  found  for 
them.     An  art  room,  or  rooms,  is  badly  wanted. 

The  arrangement  entered  into  with  your  honorable  board 
three  years  ago,  by  which  library  books  are  supplied  to  the 
public  schools,  has  proved  so  successful  that  the  limits  have 
been  gradually  extended.  Within  the  past  year  upwards  of  one 
thousand  books  have  been  bought  for  this  special  purpose,  and 
they  are  now  sent  to  all  the  schools  covered  by  grades  above 
the  primary.  This  takes  them  into  twenty-eight  of  the  school 
houses.  It  appears  from  statements  made  by  the  principals 
that  the  plan  is  a  very  popular  one;  that  the  books  are  in  great 
demand  among  the  children,  and  that  they  are  taken  home  and 
read  by  other  members  of  the  family.  The  selection  of  the 
books  was  made  by  a  committee  of  the  principals,  who  are  pre- 
sumed to  be  the  best  judges  of  what  is  suitable  and  interesting- 
for  their  pupils.  After  nearly  three  years'  experience  the  list 
was  thoroughly  revised  last  fall.  In  the  grammar  grades  it 
does  not  comprise  a  great  number  of  books,  but  the  library 
board  has  aimed  to  buy  enough  copies  so  that  every  child  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  read  every  book.  In  the  high  school 
grades  the  books  are  designed  to  be  used  in  connection  with 
class  studies  as  supplementary  to  the  text  books,  and  not  for 
popular  reading.  The  list,  therefore,  is  quite  an  extensive  one, 
thou<i^h  in  nearly  all  cases  less  than  a  half  dozen  copies  are  re- 
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-quired,  All  reports  from  principals  which  have  reached  us 
concur  in  the  statement  that  this  use  of  library  books  has  become 
a  very  important  and  valuable  feature  of  instruction  in  our  pub- 
lic schools.  It  is  gratifying  to  this  Commission  to  be  thus  able 
to  co-operate  with  your  honorable  board  in  promoting  one  of 
the  main  objects  for  which  the  public  library  was  established. 

I  must  again  call  attention  to  the  crowded  condition  of  the 
library  and  express  the  hope  that  some  movement  may  be  set 
on  foot  before  another  year  shall  roll  around  for  enlarging  the 

building. 

GEO.  S.  IIOSMER, 

President. 


REPOKT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


7b  the   Commissioners  of  the  Public  Library: 

In  compliance  with  the  rules,  I  submit  a  statement  of  the 
receipts  and  disbursements  during  the  calendar  year  181U.  It 
should  be  understood  that  the  fiscal  year  of  the  city  begins 
with  July  Ist,  and,  therefore,  the  balance  on  hand  will  constitute 
the  working  funds  of  the  library  until  the  beginning  of  the 
next  fiscal  year. 

KKCKIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  January  1st,  1891 :|533,507  61 

City  taxes,  1891 $30,059  56 

"       1H90 1,489  21 

"        "      previous  years 328  34 

bl,877  11 

County  Treasurer,  fines  and  penalties 12,953  59 

Interest  on  deposits 1,054  66 

Librar}^  fines 846  11 

Sales  of  catalogues 105  50 

Sales  of  duplicate  books,  etc 16  12 

For  lost  books 29  52 

>ll8cellaneous 6  25 


Total $70,396  47 

DlSUrUSEMENTS. 

Paid  for  books  and  pamphlets $13,396  59 

periodical  subscriptions 1.035  58 

binding  and  repair  of  books 3,321  79 

liglit 1,038  81 

fuel 504  75 

stationery  and  l)hiuks 434  50 

supplies 204  34 
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Paid  for  postage I     184  02 

"     **    freight  and  express 218  86 

"      "    repairs 676  47 

**      "    furniture 808  46 

•*     "    insurance 207  89 

"      **    miscellaneous 462  00 

"     **    janitor  service 1,726  00 

''     ''    salaries,  librarian  and  assisUnts 18,778  78 

printing  and  binding  catalogues 882  82 


it     it 


Total  disbursements $88,280  06 

Balance  on  hand  December  81, 1891 82,116  41 

HERBERT  BOWEN, 

Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


71?  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen: — Following  is  my  report, showing  statistics, 
etc.,  of  the  library,  for  l89l : 

The  number  of  library  readers  has  increased  by  more  than 
2,000,  as  shown  by  statement  of  annual  issue  of  library  cards. 

Library  cards  Issued  in  1887 3,269 

"  "     1888 8,854 

"  "     1889 3,644 

*•     1890.. 5,249 

"  **     1891 6,483 

Total  outstaDding  cards 20,949 

BOOK    ACCESSIONS. 

Number  of  books  in  library  January  1, 1891 101,850 

Added  since  by  purchase 8,131 

"           "       gift 430 

"           •*        exchange 12 

**  **       binding  periodicals 545 

9,118 

Total 110,468 

Withdrawn,  worn  out 804 

**  lost  and  paid  for 32 

sold  and  exchanged 912 

1,748 

Number  of  books  December  31, 1891 108,720 


it 
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The  following  shows  the  accessions  during  the  year  in 
each  of  the  several  classes,  the  total   in  the  library  and   the 

relation  which  each  class  bears  to  the  whole: 

Accenions  Feroent> 

18»1.        TotaL      age. 

Bibliography,  cyclopedias,  dictionaries 99  1,707  1.58 

Bound  periodicals,  general 503  7,849  7.22 

Philosophy,  mental  and  moral 97  1,218  1.15 

Religion 498  7,227  6.66 

Administration,  federal  and  local  public  doc*6 617  8,988  8.21 

Sociology 604  6,822  6.30 

Philology 56  537  .50 

Natural  sciences 522  7,860  6.77 

Useful  arts 397  3,482  8.20 

Fine  arts 245  2,360  2.08 

Literature 637  8,544  7.86 

Biography 788  8,517  7.85 

Geography,  travel,  description 569  7,669  7.05 

History 838  10,787  9.95 

Fiction  and  juvenile 2,163  16,958  15.59 

German 46  4,098  8.77 

French 198  3,436  8.16 

Greek  and  Latin 1  674  .62 

Italian  and  Spanish 8  170  .15 

Polisii 238  238  .22 

Minor  languages 134  .12 

Total 9,118    108,720    100.00 

USE    OF    BOOKS. 

The  library  was  open  309  days  for  the  drawing  of  books 
for  home  reading,  and  every  day  in  the  year,  except  the  Fourth 
of  July,  for  use  of  books  and  periodicals  in  the  building.  The 
following  statement  shows  the  use  of  the  library  compared 
with  the  preceding  year. 

Number  of  books  drawn  out  for  home  reading 274,060 

"  **      consulted  in  the  library 81,420 

Total  use  of  books  in  1891 365,480 

"  "  "    1890 292,877 

Increase  in  1891 62,603 

Number  of  books  used  in  1891 355,480 

"  periodicals  used  in  1891 123,836 

Total  use  of  library  in  1891 479,316 

*•  »*  "     1890 409,201 

Increase  in  1891 70,115 
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There  is  also  a  very  large  use  of  which  no  statistics  can 
be  kept.     The  alcoves  containing  patent  gazettes,  specifications, 
books  of  statistics,  atlases,  directories,  dictionaries  and  indexes, 
as  well  as  books  on  architecture  and  fine  arts,  are  open  to  the 
public  and  are  constantly  used,  frequently   to  overcrowding^. 
As  the  public  help  themselves  to  these  books  there  is  no  way  of 
keeping  a  record  of  such  use.     I  wish  again  to  call  attention  to 
the   necessity    for  providing   at   the   earliest  practicable    day 
improved  facilities  for  study  and  consultation  of  books.     Many 
art  school  students  and  young  architects  who  desire  to  make  use 
of  the  library  are  hampered  by  the  lack  of  adequate  conveni- 
ences.    A  small  table  in  a  crowded  alcove  can   accommodate 
only  two  or  three  at  a  time,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  other 
place  at  present  for  any  sort  of  consultation  except  the  main 
library  room,  which  is  usually  thronged. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  books  drawn  out  for 
home  reading  each  month  in  the  year,  and  the  daily  average, 
compared  with  the  preceding  year : 


1890. 


•f 


1891. 


Mouths. 

No. 
Days. 

Total 
Ovulation. 

Average 
porDaj. 

No. 
Days. 

26 
24 
26 

Total 
CirculAtioii. 

Aversge 
per  Day. 

January 

February 

March 

26 
24 
26 
26 
27 
25 
26 
26 
26 
27 
24 
26 

22,460 
20,058 
23,421 
19,284 
16,415 
14,656 
18,220 
17,114 
19,431 
19,471 
19,566 
18,822 

864 
836 
900 

22,684 
22,347 
24.11. 'i 

872 
931 
928 

Anril 

742      ,      26            24^465 
608      ,      26            21,661 
58i     ,1      26     ■       18,775 

941 

May 

838 

June 

722 

Julv 

700      !       5fi      !        20  429     !      7ftfi 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

659 

747 
721 
815 
724 

26 
26 
27 
24 
26 

20,124          774 
23,174          891 
24,319          935 
26,111       1,004 
26,863          995 

Total 

309 

228,817 

741 

309      .     274,060          887 
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The  character  of  the  books  drawn  out  for  home  reading 
for  each  of  the  past  five  years  is  shown  in  the  following 
statement: 

1887.  1888.  1889.  1890.  1891. 

percent,  percent,  percent,  percent  perc*t. 

History,  biography  and  travel ...     6 .  68  6 .  95  8 .  77  10 .  76  9 .  50 

Literature,  poetry  and  drama ...     8 .  80  4.31  4 .  66  4 .  70  4 .  88 

Religion  and  philosophy 93  1.00  1.27  1.58  1.56 

Science  and  arts 3.23  3.08  4.01  5.12  4.48 

Fiction 65.32  62.87  59.50  56.46  57.80 

Juvenile  books 14.92  15.72  15.58  15.84  15.71 

German 3.86  4.10  4.85  4.15  4.34 

French  and  minor  languages 48  .95  .95  1.04  .93 

Miscellaneous 78  1.02  .91  .85  .83 

Polish ^ 52 

The  following  shows  the  annual  growth  and  use  of  the 
library  for  the  past  ten  years: 

Tear.  .  No.  Vols,  at  end  of  Year.   Total  Uee 

1882 50,605  134,038 

1883 63,621  148,749 

1884 56,668  163,604 

1885 .' 59,653  171,838 

1886 70,550  227,886 

1887 80,167  291,433 

1888 85,622  328,903 

1889 91,698  374,970 

1890 101,850  409,201 

1891 108,720  479,816 

CATALOGUES. 

Bulletin  No.  2,  being  a  continuation  of  the  general  cata- 
logue issued  in  1889,  was  published  early  in  the  year.  It  com- 
prised 238  pages  and*  contained  the  titles  of  over  10,000  books. 
Bulletin  No.  3,  arranged  on  the  same  plan,  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  printer.  It  contains  the  titles  of  books  added  to  the 
library  during  the  past  year. 

Early  in  the  year  a  second  edition  of  Good  Books  for 
Young  People  was  brought  out.  This  is  a  classified  list  of 
books  on  various  subjects  which  are  recommended  as  suitable 
and  entertaining  for  young  persons.  The  first  edition  of  500 
proved  so   useful  and   popular   that  when  it  was  exhausted  a 
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larger  work  was  deerccd  desirable-  The  new  editioD,  therefore, 
while  It  cor.rair.eil  nearly  all  the  books  given  in  the  first,  was 
enlarged  to  more  than  double  its  *:ze-  It  is,  irithout  doubt,  a 
tn^/^t  excellent  l:'^t  of  b»»ks  anv  of  which  mav  be  rc^td  with 
plea-ure  ard  pront  An  ediiion  of  lj!W  iras  printed,  and 
already  nearly  half  arc  «old.  Thev  arc  offered  at  five  cents 
each.  whi>h  wa<  jast  the  co^t  of  printing.  Soch  an  aid  and 
guide  to  yo'^r.g  readers  mu-t  prove  highly  nsefal,  and  the 
derr.and  for  it  proves  that  it  is  appreciated. 

The  work  of  revising  the  card  catalogue  has  continued 
through  the  vear  and  is  vet  not  verv  far  advanced.  This  cata- 
\ij^uc  has  been  brought  up  to  date,  and  cards  are  now  inserted 
when  the  books  are  put  on  the  shelves.  This  proves  of  great 
advantage  in  making  the  new  as  well  as  the  old  books  of  the 
library  available  for  use  by  the  public 

BINDING    AND    REPAIR    OF    BOOK^. 

The  binder}'  and  repair  shop  in  the  library  was  maintained 
ati  heretofore  at  ^ul>«tantially  the  same  expiense.  In  this  shop 
222  volumes  were  re- bound,  1,681  re-sewed  and  re-covered,  3 
re -backed  and  2,U39  repaired.  Beside  this  work  considerable 
was  done  of  a  miscellaneous  character,  such  as  making  pamph- 
let cases,  paper  blocks,  |>a>ting  labels,  etc,  etc  The  binding 
done  by  contract  in  outside  shops  consisted  of  5,123  volumes,  at 
a  cost  of  $2,8TS.b2,  an  average  of  about  46  cents  per  volume. 
About  four- fifths  of  this  was  rebindincr  of  books  which  came  to 
pieces  from  use.  When  re-bound  the  books  are  now  put  up  in 
such  sub>tantial  form  that  when  thev  again  eive  out  thev  are 
no  lonj^cr  worth  saving.  Books  will  wear  out  with  use,  and 
the  bills  for  rebindiiii^  and  replacing  these  much  handled  books 
arc  only  additi'mal  pro  )f  of  the  growing  use  and  popularity  of 
the  library. 

it' N  DAY    READERS. 

A  little  more  than  five  years  a<;o  the  library  was  thrown 
open  on  Sunday  afternoon  Mul  evening  for  use  of  books  and 
periodicals  in  tl.e  buiklin<^.  The  circulating  department  is  not 
open,  but  there  are  two  attendants  to  supply  readers  with  any 
book  or  peri'Kiical   a^ked   for.     It   was  an   experiment  at  the 
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outset  and  was  thought  by  some  to  be  objectionable.  But  there 
was  no  serious  remonstrance,  and  I  believe  the  plan  is  now 
generally  commended  by  clergymen  and  religious  people.  It 
is  certainly  difficult  to  see  any  infraction  of  written  or  unwritten 
law  in  the  reading  of  a  good  book  or  periodical  in  a  public  any 
more  than  in  a  private  library.  The  number  of  Sunday 
readers  has  steadily  increased,  as  appears  by  the  following 
statement: 

Years.  No.  Sunday  Readers.  Average  per  Sunday. 

1887 5,216  100 

1888 6,163  IIH 

1889 6,767  130 

1890 6,917  138 

1891 7,671  146 

SCIENTIFIC    MUSEUM. 

The  scientific  museum,  which  is  open  every  day  from  2  to 
5  o'clock  p.  m.,  attracts  a  large  number  of  visitors,  but  princi- 
pally from  curiosity.  From  statistics  kept  by  the  curator  for  a 
part  of  the  year,  he  estimates  the  whole  number  of  visitors  at 
fully  15,000  for  the  year.  Many  of  these  were  strangers  who 
were  looking  at  the  show  places  of  the  city^  and  included  the 
museum  among  them.  When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  all  these 
people  visiting  the  museum  had  to  pass  through  the  library  and 
reading  room  coming  in  and  going  out,  it  will  be  seen  that  their 
visits  cannot  fail  to  have  been  more  or  less  a  disturbance  to 
those  who  were  in  the  library  for  the  much  more  legitimate 
purpose  of  consulting  or  borrowing  books.  The  Detroit  Scien- 
tific Association,  which  is  the  real  owner  of  the  museum,  has 
been  considering  the  question  of  resuming  its  custody  and  con- 
trol. I  sincerely  hope  their  plans  may  succeed,  and  that  the 
room  now  occupied  by  the  museum  may  be  vacated  at  an  early 
day.     It  is  very  much  needed  for  library  purposes. 

If  the  Library  Board  is  to  continue  as  custodian  of  the 
museum  I  suggest  the  further  extension  of  the  present  rear  ad- 
dition to  the  building.  Such  extension  can  be  built  within  the 
means  now  in  hand,  or  likely  to  be  in  hand  before  the  close  of 
the  year,  and  should  provide  a  room  suitable  for  the  museum, 
with  a  separate  entrance  from  the  street.     It  should  also  provide 


a  oeift  %paper  re^Kiin^  rooos,  m  hkh  would  be  a  relief  to  our 
^eatlr  oiercrowdcd  periodical  reading  room;  and  shoold  fur- 
ther proTide  work  rooms  for  the  library-  staff,  for  which  no  pro- 
vtMon  whatever  was  made  in  the  present  building. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  M-  UTLEY, 

Librarian. 
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Following  is  a  list  of  donors  to  the  library  during  the  year 
and  the  number  of  volumes  and  pamphlets  given  by  each: 

Vol.      Pamph. 

A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  Boston 34 

Albion  College 1 

American  Bankers'  Association 20 

American  Bar  Association 4 

American  Missionary  Association 1  10 

American  Unitarian  Association 1 

Amherst  College 1 

Balcb,  Geo.  T.,  New  York 12  2 

Bell,  James,  Brooklyn 1 

Booth,  O.  n.,  Poughkeepsie 2 

Boston  City  Messenger 1 

Boston  Congregational  Club 1 

Boston  Health  Department 3 

Bostonian  Society ♦ 8 

Bowdoin  College 1 

Bresler,  A.  L.,  Detroit : 1 

Bry mner,  D.,  Ottawa 1 

Buffalo  Historical  Society '. 1 

Burns,  C.  D.,  New  York 1 

Burton,  C.  M.,  Detroit —       1  1 

California  Historical  Society 1 

Carter,  J.  C,  New  York 1 

Chaney,  H,  A.,  Detroit s  Wd 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade 1 

Chicago  Historical  Society 1 

Chipman,  J.  L.,  Detroit 1 

Clover,  R ,  Washington 1 

Columbia  College 1  1 

Columbian  Exposition  Commission \i< 

Confederate  Veteran  Association 1 
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Connecticut,  State  of 

Cook,  Thomas  &  Son,  New  York 

Cornell  University 

Crandall,  L.,  Washington 

Crozier,  A.  A.,  Ann  Arbor 

Daniels,  G.  H.,  New  York 

Dedham  Historical  Society 

DePeyster,  J.  W.,  New  York 

Detroit  College  of  Law 

Detroit  College  of  Medicine 

Duffleld,  8.  P.,  Detroit 

Edison  General  Electric  Co 

Edwards,  Rev,  T.,  Detroit 

Elliott,  R.  R.,  Detroit 

Ely,  R.  T.,  Baltimore 

Essex  Institute,  Salem 

Farmer,  Silan,  Detroit 

Fearing,  A.  C.,  Jr.,  Boston 

Fell,  L.  T.,  Orange,  N.  J 

Flowers,  N.,  Detroit 

Foot,  A.  R.,  Washington 

Fox,  T.  F.,  New  York 

Francisco,  M.  J.,  Rutland,  Vt 

Friends,  Society  of,  Philadelphia 

Frothingham,  E.  L.,  Salem,  Mass 

Georgia  Department  of  Agriculture 

Gilmore,  L.  B.,  Detroit 

Green,  S.  A.,  Boston 

Green,  S.  S.  Worcester 

Griffith,  A.  H.,  Detroit 

Har>'ard  University ,    

Hartford  Seminary 

Hawiey,  J.  G.,  Detroit 

Hazen,  H.  A.,  Boston 

Hill,  N.  P.,  Colorado  Springs 

Houston,  Wm.,  Toronto 

Howard,  G.  E.,  Lincoln,  Neb 

Hughes,  G.  T.,  Duluth 

Indiana  Bureau  of  Statistics 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia 

Iowa  Historical  Society 

Iowa,  State  of 

Irish  Catholic  Benevolent  I'nion 

Johns  Hopkins  University 


Vol. 

Pamph* 

1 

.   . 

1 

•   ■ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

■     « 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

19 

1 

1 

1 

62 

190 

1 

■  • 

1 

•  • 

2 

•   • 

1 

1 

1 

«     • 

5 

2 

21) 

133 

1 

1 

1 

8 

5 

1 

4 

2 

1 

>   • 

1 

•   • 

1 

1 

1 

m     • 

1 

3 

6 

1 

1 
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Vol.     Pamph. 

-Johnson,  C.  W.,  Philadelphia 1 

Kansas  Academy  of  Science 1 

Kansas  Board  of  Agriculture 1  3 

Kansas  Historical  Society 1 

Keihle,  D.  L.,  St.  Paul 1 

Kimball,  S.  I.,  Washin^on 1 

King,  Gen.  H.  C,  Brooklyn 3 

Kronberg,  A.  G.,  Detroit 4 

Lamb,  John,  St  Paul 1 

Lane,  G.  M.,  Detroit 1 

Libraries—Apprentices',  Philadelphia 1 

Astor,  New  York 1 

Boston  Athenaeum 1 

Boston  Public 4 

.   Bronson  Library,  Waterbury,  Conn 2 

Brookline  Public 2 

Brooklyn  Union  for  Christian  Work 1 

California  State 3 

Chicago  Public 16 

-ancinnati  Public 1  2 

Cleveland  Public 2 

Coldwater  Public 1 

-Columbus  Public 1 

Dayton  Public 2 

Denver  Public 1  1 

Fletcher  Library,  Burlington,  Vt 1 

Friends  Free  Library,  Germantown 1 

•Grand  Island,  Neb.,  Public 1 

Grand  Rapids  Public 1 

Great  Yarmouth,  Eng.,  Free  Libraries 1 

Hamilton,  Ont.,  Public 1 

Hartford  Public 3 

Hoyt  Public,  Saginaw 1 

Indianapolis  Public 1 

Jackson  Public 1 

Jersey  City  Public 1  3 

Lafayette,  Ind.,  Public 2 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Public 2 

Los  Angeles  Public 3 

Lynn  Public 1 

Manchester,  Eng.,  Public 1 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public 1 

Michigan  State U)  1 

Milwaukee  Public tS 
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Vol 

Libraries — Minneapolis  Public -^ 

Newark  Public 

New  Bedford  Public 

Newberry  Library,  Chicago 

New  Haveu  Public 

New  Jersey  State 2 

Newburgh  Public 

New  York  Free  Circulating 

New  York  State ^ 

Omaha  Public ^ 

Philadelphia  City  Institute 

Philadelphia  Library  Co 

Plymouth,  Eng.,  Public 

Poughkeepsie  Public 

Providence  Public 

Reynold's  Library,  Rochester  — ' 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Public 

St.  Louis  Merchantile 

St.  Louis  Public 

St.  Paul  Public 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public 

San  Francisco  Merchantile 

San  Francisco  Public 1 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Public 

Southampton,  £ng..  Public 

Swansea,  Wales,  Public 

Taunton  Public 

Toledo  Public 

Toronto  Public 1 

Utica  Public 

Warren  County,  111.,  Public 

Worcester  Public 

London,  Corporation  of 1 

Lord,  J.  S.,  Springfield,  111 1 

Macatee,  W.  A.,  Madison,  Wis 

Ma^on,  L.  D.,  Brooklyn 

Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of "^ 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 

Maxwell,  S.  D 1 

Michigan  Agricultural  College 

Michigan  Board  of  Charities I 

Michigan  Board  of  Health 1 

Michigan  Labor  Bureau 1 

Michigan  Mining  Snhoo' 


Pamph. 
4 
T 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
5 
1 
1 
2 


2 
»> 

1 
2 

1 


« 

1 

1 

I 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 


1 

I 
2 
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Vol. 

Michigan  Pioneer  Society 2 

Michigan  Secretary  of  State r» 

Mills  College 

Mills,  G.  T.,  ^arson  City 

^linnesota,  State  of 

Mizner,  T.  W.,  Detroit 

National  Women's  C.  T.  U 

Nebraska  Historical  Society 

New  Jersey,  State  of 

New  York  Civil  Service  Commissioo 

New  York  Niagara  Reservation  Com 

New  York  Forestry  Commission 

New  West  Education  Commission 

Northw^estern  C.  T.  U 

<  >hio  Meteorological  Bureau 

Old  Colony  Historical  Society 

Palmer,  T.  W.,  Detroit 

Peck,  A.  L.,  Gloversville,  N.  Y 

Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery 

Perkins,  N.  C,  Detroit 

Perkins,  W.  D.,  Sacramento 1 

Philadelphia  Ledger 3 

Post,  Dr.  J.  A.,  Detroit 

Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn 

Putnam,  F.  W.,  Salem,  Mass J 

Regan,  W.  M.,  Minneapolis 

Register  Publishing  Co.,  Chicago 1 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute 

Rhode  Island  Labor  Bureau I 

Rich,  J.  T.,  Lansing 1 

Rippey,  I.  N.,  Muskegon 

Romero,  Senor,  Washington 1 

Roseneau,  N.  8.,  Buffalo 

Ross,  R.  B.,  Detroit 

St.  Louis  Merchant's  Exchange 

Sanders,  Mrs.  M.  A.,  Pawtucket 

Seattle  Board  of  Trade 

Shurly,  Dr.  E.  L.,  Detroit 

Skianer,  E.  C,  Detroit, 1 

Slocum,  Fred.,  Detroit 

iSmilh,  S.  A.,  Providence 1 

Smithsonian  Institution 21 

Society  of  Army  of  the  Potomac 

Southern  California  Historical  Society 
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S-jdl,  >..  LABcaEU-r«  P* 

Stnns,  Fred-,  Detroi*     

Stomc  L.  C-,  L^n^inf 

Swan.  R_  T,  BoEtoo 

Taylor.  F.  M,  Albion 

Tony,  D.,  Detroit 

Tn4dles  Co^  CincinnAti 

l'!iit*-i  States  Bureaa  of  Edacation 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Surrev 

I><'I>artmeot  of  Agriculture. 

Interior 

Xaw 

m 

State 

Treasury 

War.    .' 

Fish  CDmm^^^ion 

-  I^bur  Bureau 

Pitent  OSce 

Signal  Servicf 

Siperrising  Ic5pe<:or  Steam  Vt-5se  - 
Surgeon  Marine  Ht-pital 

University  ..f  Ariz-ina 

CaMf-jmi:!.    . . 
Cl-K"a^  • 

-  Iowa 

Mic:.:iran 

-  Pc-nusylvanla  .... 

l'->.  c.  I .  S..  Tr»»ct'  'H.  X.  .1 

Wiitf,  H.  E.  We>:  New:-.n.  Ma^^ 

AVziI. f.e,  l>sivi.i,  iVtrv'it 

W..-LI "m  I  ■  ''.'.^^1* 

WdterLi»u-e,  S  .  ■**:.  L«ii;> 

West  Virj:!::a  H:>t.:ic:t'  >  v  lety 

WL: tinker.  H..  l>eir\':t 

Wr.-y.  H.  C  Detr  i' 

Wr.::.:D  jtoc  Ia>tit;it*:*     

W-'.-t;ivh.  J.  A  .  I.H'tN-tV.  I:;:  . 

win^:..:i.  X.  u  .  Miii-',iv.  ::> 

W:<.  ■  !:>-r:  H*.<'«*r:vnl  >  ^  :e' v  .    . 

W:<v    us: a,  Stav.     '' *.    .  . 

W   r  ♦  >ter  I\^l\t»-v'i.r:o  In>*i:..te 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


To  the  Board  of  Education  : 

Gentlemen — In  presenting  this,  my  first  annual  report, 
I  refer  to  the  fact  that  through  my  re-election  to  the  office 
of  Library  Commissioner  four  years  ago,  it  has  been  my  priv- 
ilege, as  a  member  of  this  Commission  for  over  ten  consec- 
utive years,  to  participate  in  it«  progressive  policy  from 
almost  its  very  start  to  this  present  hour. 

The  reports  of  my  predecessors,  as  presiding  officers, 
those  of  the  late  lamented  Justice  Campbell  and  those  more 
recently  of  Judge  Hosmer,  still  with  and  of  us,  have  given 
you  from  time  to  time  such  lucid  information  about  the  con- 
dition and  purposes  of  this  liibrary,  that  my  present  report 
bases  its  chief  recommendations  and  facts  upon  the  subject 
matters  presented  in  the  reports  of  our  Secretary  and 
Librarian. 

It  is  a  modest  tribute  I  pay  to  all  my  colleagues  when  I 
give  appreciation  and  thanks  for  their  help,  and  it  will  not 
belittle  any  one  of  them  when  I  mention  especially  Mr. 
Herbert  Bowen,  who  as  Secretary  and  as  Chairman  of  the 
Book  Committee  has  brought  sacrifices  of  time  and  great 
ability  to  this  particular  work,  apd  I  believe  I  voice  the 
sentiments  of  this  Commission  and  that  of  the  public  when  I 
thank  the  Board  of  Education  not  only  for  re-electing  him  in 
1892,  but  also  for  the  re-election  more  recently  of  Henry  A. 
Harmon,  our  esteemed  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Adminis- 
tration. 
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The  financial  exhibit,  a  ix)rtion  of  the  Secretary's 
Beport,  shows  a  deceptively  large  balance,  which,  owing  to 
the  difference  in  the  fiscal  years,  ours  ending  with  December 
31,  while  that  of  the  city  ends  with  June  30  following,  makes 
this  "balance"  really  a  part  of  six  months'  additional  require- 
ments. Nevertheless,  the  extraordinary  influx  from  fines,  etc., 
received  through  the  County  Treasurer's  office,  being  more 
than  double  for  1892  that  in  the  preceding  year,  and  three 
to  four  times  as  large  as  in  ordinary  years,  seems  to  swell 
the  income  of  this  Library  to  very  liberal  proportions,  and  I 
shall  refer  to  it  and  its  uses  further  on. 

When  some  seven  years  ago  this  Commission  built  an 
annex  Reading  Boom,  we  had  a  large  hall  at  our  disposal  for 
which  we  had  no  immediate  need  The  Scientific  Associa- 
tion,  a  body  of  public  spirited  citizens,  had  secured  at  their 
own  cost  quite  a  valuable  collection  of  specimens  appertain- 
ing to  Natural  History,  Archeology,  Numismatics,  Local 
History,  etc.,  which  under  the  name  of  the  ''Scientific 
Museum"  found  temporary  care  and  shelter  in  the  afore- 
named hall.  The  general  public  being  admitted  free,  daily 
between  two  and  five  o'clock,  this  museum  became  a  source 
of  instruction  and  pleasure  to  thousands  of  our  own  people 
and  counted  among  the  sights  of  the  town  with  strangers.  It 
was  never  intended  that  the  Library  Commission  would 
remain  the  permanent  custodian  of  this  Museum  and  when, 
within  the  past  year,  it  became  a  pressing  necessity  to  have 
the  room  occupied  by  the  Museum  for  more  legitimate 
library  purposes,  the  idea  gained  ground  among  Detroiters 
that  this  Commission  was  antagonistic  to  the  Museum,  while 
by  the  liberal  care  we  took  of  it,  we  have  shown  our  highest 
appreciation  of  its  educational  and  popular  value. 

Nevertheless,  we  are  forced  to  insist  that  this  Museum 
find  other  quarters,  and  I  take  pleasure  to  learn  that  it  will 
find  such  under  the  roof  of  another — the  Museum  of  Arts — 
to  which  this  collection  may  be  more  permanently  attached. 
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In  this  counectiou  it  may  be  stated  that  the  crowded 
condition  of  the  Library  ground  floor  admits  now  of  but  one 
or  two  of  the  alcoves  for  the  storage  and  consultation  of 
Books  of  Reference,  Arts  and  liberal  sciences. 

To  remove  these  treasures  to  more  roomy  quarters,  where 
they  can  be  more  generally  consulted  and  enjoyed,  is  not 
only  imperatively  necessary,  but  the  enlarged  opportunites 
for  the  display  and  use  of  such  works  will  justify  a  more 
liberal  expenditure  of  money  in  this  direction. 

While  works  of  fiction  do  and  will  always  attract  the 
larger  number  of  readers  and  recognizing  this  fact,  we  feel 
encouraged  to  count  on  a  more  general  benefit  of  the  Ijibrary 
when  we  add  more  largely  such  publications  as  are,  by 
reason  of  their  higher  cost,  only  confined  to  the  possession  of 
the  few. 

The  alterations  and  convenient  furnishings  of  the  rooms 
occupied  by  the  Museum,  when  vacated,  will  closely  absorb 
the  extra  sum  which  this  Commission  derived  from  "fines" 
in  1892.  The  accumulation  of  other  funds  by  this  Com- 
mission had  its  chief  reason  in  this,  that  it  was  deemed  un- 
wise to  exceed  the  ordinary  sums  expended  for  books ;  the 
surplus  will  find  ready  use  when  the  rooms  are  ready  to  dis- 
play, and  opportunity  given  to  enjoy,  new  acquisitions. 

For  these  reasons  I  volunteer  the  conclusion  that  the 
revenues  of  the  Library  are  ample  but  not  extravagant 

I  am  forced  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  different 
alterations  heretofore  made  or  proposed  to  be  made,  are  only 
makeshifts.  It  cannot  be  concealed  that  in  the  near  future 
means  must  be  found  for  enlarging  the  Library  building  to 
be  what  such  building  should  be. 

Let  us  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  present  build- 
ing is  only  the  rear  part  of  what  was  originally  planned  to  be 
the  Public  Library  Building. 

The  growth  of  the  city  and  the  growth  of  the  Library 
demonstrate  that  it  is  time  that  we  look  for  the  erection  on 
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the  immediate  front  lot  of  a  representative  building  which  will 
accommodate  the  needs  of  a  jndicions  increase  of  the  number 
of  books,  and  the  convenience  of  those  who  consult  the  same. 

I  would  be  slow  to  recommend  adding  to  the  burden  of 
tax-payers,  but  I  feel  convinced  that  a  commodious,  imposing 
Library  Building  is  not  only  an  ornament  of  itself  desirable, 
but  the  fostering,  maintaining  and  enlarging  of  a  Public 
Library  is  a  steady  invitation  to  men  of  colture  and  men  of 
means  to  settle  among  us  and  becoming  citizens  of  Detroit, 
become  tax-payers  and  add  to  the  municipal  wealth.  Even 
more :  The  addition  of  books,  works,  treating  of,  illustrating 
and  furnishing  new  ideas  in  the  arts,  sciences,  mechanical, 
etc  employments,  of  necessity  must  develope  higher  cultured 
and  more  competent  helpers  in  our  industrial  enterprises  and 
in  these  branches,  improves  local  products,  enlarges  their 
markets,  and  logically  adds  to  the  enlargement  of  factories, 
increase  of  population,  and  indirectly  pays  back  tenfold  into 
the  City  Treasury  what  the  completion  of  the  Library  build- 
ing would  cost 

I  am  aware  that  special  commissions  are  liable  to 
magnify  the  importance  of  the  special  matters  in  their  charge, 
but  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  an  honest,  earnest  administering 
of  any  public  trust  is  too  expensive ;  it  is  the  slovenly  in- 
difference to  public  trusts  which  deserves  our  reprehension. 
A  well-justified  enthusiasm  for  success  claims  recognition 
and  support 

This  Commission  has  encouraged  its  executive  officer, 
the  Librarian,  to  be  a  member,  and  attend  the  annual 
meetings,  of  the  American  Library  Association.  The  ex- 
change  of  experiences  in  the  management  of  libraries,  the 
classification  of  books,  their  cataloguing,  the  introduction  of 
new  implements,  time-saving  conveniences  for  serving  the 
public,  etc.,  may  be  traced  to  the  exchange  of  ideas  at  these 
annual  meetings.  The  usefulness  of  this  National  Associ- 
ation has  led  to  the  formation  of  a  similar  State  organization 
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and  has  made  thQ  Detroit  Public   Library  better  known  at 
home  and  abroad. 

We  own,  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  complete  collections 
of  Magazine  literature  in  this  country,  which  by  means  of 
Pook*s  Index,  becomes  accessible  for  general  use  and  con- 
sultation in  every  direction  of  mental  inquiry. 

This  Commission  looks  longingly  for  the  means,  without 
curtailing  the  general  demands  of  the  library,  to  add  to  its 
importance  in  some  specialty,  whereby  this  institution  par 
excellence  would  become  attractive. 

To  have  the  aid  for  the  carrying  out  of  such  a  special 
purpose  we  look  in  vain  for  a  duplication  of  New  York's 
Astor  and  Lenox,  San  Francisco's  Stamford,  or  Chicago's 
Newberry. 

For  other  matters  I  beg  to  refer  to  the  following  detailed 
Reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Librarian. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

MAGNUS  BUTZEL, 

President. 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Library  : 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  submit  a 
statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  library  moneys 
during  the  calendar  year  1892. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  January  let,  1892 $32,116  41 

City  taxea.  1892 _ $32,246  48 

"        *•       1891 1,968  13 

"        *'       previous  yeans 3T7  83 

84,590  89 

County  Treasurer,  fines  and  penalties 25,116  00 

Interest  on  deposits -    1,659  79 

Library  fines -.       975  84 

Sale  of  catalogues 122  75 

For  lost  books 60  31 

From  miscellaneous  sources _ 11  59 

Total  receipU $94,053  08 

DISBrRSEMENTS. 

Paid  for  books  and  pamphlets : $13,776  74 

'*      **  periodical  subscriptions 1,373  23 

*•      **  binding  and  repair  of  books 3,483  34 

"      **  light -.  1,127  77 

*•       •*  fuel _ 808  21 

stationery  and  blanks 527  61 

supplies __ 251  51 

**      *•   iwstage .-..   _ -.  150  a5 

freight  and  express. _ 192  20 

repairs 1,382  93 


>4  >t 


t  ti 


LIBRARY  COMMISSION  REPORT  OF  1892.  11 

Paid  for  misoellaneous _ 156  07 

•*      **  janitor  eervioe 1,784  85 

"      *'  salaries,  librarian  and  afisistants 14,353  67 

*'      *•  printing  and  binding  catalofniea 828  30 

Total  disbursements 139,946  78 

Balance  on  band  December  31,  1892 _  54,706  30 

The  balance  on  hand  January  1st,  1893,  is  much  larger  than 
usual,  and  arises  from  a  combination  of  causes.  It  it  is  not 
surplus. 

First — The  fiscal  year  of  ihe  Library  Commission  ends  on 
December  Slst,  while  that  of  the  City  of  Detroit  ends  on  June 
30th  The  expenses  and  disbursements  of  the  Commission  there- 
fore,  for  the  period  from  January  1st  to  July  1st,  are  included 
in  the  amount  on  hand. 

Second — The  Library  Commission  has  adopted  plans  for 
fitting  up  for  library  purposes  the  portion  of  the  building 
now  occupied  by  the  museum,  and  is  now  ready  to  obtain  bids 
for  the  work.  It  is  estimated  that  these  improvements  will  cost 
from  $15,000  to  $20,000. 

Third — The  amount  received  from  the  County  Treasurer 
for  fines  for  the  year,  is  double  that  received  during  any  previous 
year,  and  about  three  times  the  average  of  the  preceding  five 
years.  The  conditions  were  exceptional,  and  there  is  no  prob- 
ability of  any  such  large  sum  being  received  again.  As  it  is,  ihe 
increased  amount  is  very  acceptable,  as  it  enables  the  Commission 
to  make  needed  improvements  and  repairs,  including  that  above 
mentioned. 

HERBERT  BOWEN, 

Secretary. 


REPORT  OP  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Publio  Library  : 

Gentlemen — Herewith  I  submit  my  report  for  the  year 
1892,  showing  the  work  of  the  Library  during  the  year,  as  well 
as  its  growth,  and  statistical  information  of  various  matters  re- 
lating thereto.     The  number  of  library  card  holders  has  increased 

by  1,700,  as  is  shown  by  statement  of  the  annual  issue  of  cards. 

Library  cards  issued  in  1888 8,354 

**  •'     1889 8,644 

**  "      1890 5,249 

**  •*      1891 5,433 

**  *•      1892 .-     4,959 

Total  outstanding  cards 22,639 

BOOK    ACCESSIONS. 

Number  of  books  in  Library  January  1 , 1 892 1 08,720 

Added  since  by  purchase 7,912 

gift -..  641 

"         exchange 42 

**         binding  periodicals 483 


9,078 

Total 117,798 

Withdrawn,  worn  out _    1,067 

**  sold  and  exchanged -..       996 

"  lost _ 74 

2,137 

Number  of  books  Deceraber  31,  18«3 115,661 

Of  the  1,141  books  lost  and  worn  out,  1,033  were  fiction. 
Of  the  74  books  lost,  all  except  1 1  were  paid  for  by  the  persons 
losing  them  or  by  their  sureties. 
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The  following  shows  the  accessions  during  the  year  in  each 

of  the  several  classes,  the  total  in  the  Library  and  the  relation 

which  each  class  bears  to  the  whole  : 

Acoessloiis  Pe^cen^ 

1898.  Total       age. 

Bibliography,  cyclopedias,  etc 144  1,851         1.51 

Bound  periodicalfl,  general 444  8,271         7.16 

Philosophy,  mental  and  moral 100  1^25         1.18 

Religion 442  7,664         6.64 

Administration,  public  documents 883  8,888         7.63 

Sociology 641  7,467         6.44 

Philology 85  572         0.50 

Natural  Sciencea 715  8,069         7.00 

Useful  arte 408  3,078         3.43 

Finearts 336  2,684         2.33 

Literature _ 552  9,089         7.88 

Biography 577  0,080         7.88 

Geography,  travel,  description 619  8,281          7.18 

Historr- - 1,140  11,018        10.30 

Fiction  and  juvenile 1,780  17,714       15.81 

German .._ _..         22  4,094         3.58 

French _-.. 70  3,400         8.02 

Greek  and  Latin 42  716         0.61 

Italian  and  Spanish 170         0.14 

Polish _ -  238         020 

Minor  languages 20  154         0.18 

Tbtal.- --- --     9,078  115,661      100.00 

USB   OF   BOOKS. 

The  Library  was  open  810  days  for  the  drawing  of  books  for 

home  reading,  and  every  day  in  the  year,  except  the  Fourth  of 
July,  for  the  use  of  books  and  periodicals  in  the  building.  The 
following  statement  shows  the  use  of  the  Library  compared  with 
the  preceding  year : 

Number  of  books  drawn  out  for  home  reading 81 5,888 

••               •*      consulted  in  the  library 122,068 

Total  use  of  books  in  1802 438,851 

*•          "                "    1801_. - 365,480 

Increase  in  1802 .-._ 83,871 

Number  of  books  used  in  1802 - 438.851 

••           periodicals  used  in  1802 151,422 


Total  use  of  library  in  1 802 500,273 

1801 470,816 
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Increase  in  1892 110,957 
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These  figures  do  not  fully  represent  the  use  of  Library  books 
and  periodicals.  The  alcoves  containing  dictionaries,  atlases, 
directories,  patent  specifications,  statistics,  indexes,  books  relating 
to  art  and  architecture,  etc.,  are  open  to  the  public  without 
restriction  and  large  numbers  of  people  avail  themselves  of  these 
privileges.  Upwards  of  12,000  books  have  been  sent  out  to  the 
public  schools  which  have  circulated  therefrom  in  the  homes  of 
pupils.  In  the  nature  of  things,  therefore,  it  is  impossible  to 
give  definite  statistics  Those  above  set  forth  will  be  understood 
to  be  approximate  and  much  below  the  actual  fact. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  books  drawn  out  for 
home  reading  each  month  in  the  year,  and  the  daily  average, 
compared  with  the  preceding  year : 


1891. 

1 

1892. 

Months. 

No. 
Days. 

Total 
Circulation. 

Average 
per  Day. 

872 

981 

928 

941 

838 

722 
.786 

774 

891 

985 
1004 

995 

No. 
Days. 

1 

25 

25 
27 
26 
26 

Total 
Circulation. 

Averajre 
per  Day. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

26 
24 
26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
27 
24 
26 

809 

22,684 
22,847 
24,115 
24,465 
21,661 
18,775 
20,42a 
20,124 
28,174 
24,819 
26,111 
25,868 

28,975 
80,297 
81,405 
27,693 

91090 

1.159 
1,292 
1,163 
1,065 
959 

May 

June 

July 

26      '      21,528 
25             SI  fM6 

828 
866 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

27 
26 
26 
25 
26 

810 

28,912 
25,431 
26,126 
28,165 
25,775 

886 
978 

i.oa-i 

1.127 
991 

Total 

274.060 

887 

815,888 

1,019 
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The  following  shows  the  character  of  books  drawn  out 
for  home  reading  last  year  compared  with  the  preceding  year: 

1891.        1892 
perceDt.     perc't 

History,  biography  and  travel 9.50  8.49 

Literature,  poetry  and  drama _,    4.33  4.21 

Religion  and  philosophy ..,     1.56  1.55 

Science  and  arts _    4.48  4.55 

Fiction _ _  57.80  58.08 

Juvenile  books 15.71  16.02 

German 4.34  4.42 

)*^ench  and  minor  languages. 93  .86 

Polish .52  .52 

Miscellaneous .83  .70 

No  classified  statistics  are  kept  of  the  books  used  in  the 
building.  It  is  known  from  observation  that  they  are  books 
usually  consulted  for  reference,  and  in  some  instances,  of 
course,  books  for  reading  in  the  library.  If  the  statistics  of 
these  were  given  they  would  materially  change  the  above 
figures  by  reducing  the  percentage  of  fiction  and  juvenile  and 
increasing  that  of  the  other  classes. 

A  recent  writer  in  one  of  our  city  newspapers,  w4io  has 
been  looking  into  the  subject  of  the  preferences  of  public 
library  readers  in  respect  to  authors  and  books,  discusses  it 
at  some  length  and  very  fairly.  The  following  summarizes 
the  statements  made : 

First  as  to  the  authors  who  are  no  longer  in  demand,  and  in 
this  list  is  Rider  Haggard,  who  only  a  few  years  ago  was  all  the 
vogue;  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  has  met  nearly  the  same  fate; 
there  is  some  demand  for  the  "Wrecker,"  his  latest  work.  "Look- 
ing Backward*'  has  apparently  sent  Bellamy  to  the  rear,  for  no 
one  ever  asks  for  him  now.  Mrs.  Humphrey  Ward,  who  shone 
like  a  meteor  after  the  publication  of  "Robert  Elsroere,"  has  gone 
to  rest  with  "David  Grieve."  Kipling,  the  erratic  and  irrepress- 
ible Anglo-Indian,  is  not  in  the  running.  Mary  J.  Holmes,  Mrs. 
Southworth,  Ouida  and  Agnes  Fleming  are  on  the  dropped  list 
here   with   a  very  large  number,  and  their  constituency  is  not 


14  LIBRAfiT  CMIISSI09  WSKKT  OF  1892. 

ffcmmp    Tbe  ptolilic  and  Tenatik  Balaac  has  had  his  day,  and 
It  appears  to  be  past 

The  writen  m  great  demand  aie  J.  IL  Barrie,  whose  ^Little 
Minuter^  \%  aU  the  vogoe.  Mme.  Carey  is  another  great  faTorite 
as  M  also  Miss  Alcott,  and  Hawthorne,  and  '^nde  Tom's  Cabin** 
■utotains  a  perennial  popalarity.  Shakespeare  is  extensively 
called  for,  largely  as  a  resnlt  of  the  nntrersity  extension  coarse, 
where  the  bard  is  a  subject  of  study.  Lew  Wallace's  "Ben  Hur" 
is  immensely  popular,  and  there  are  twenty-five  copies  of  this 
work  in  the  public  library  to  meet  the  demand.  The  works  that 
are  in  steady  use  are  those  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  Charles  Die  kens» 
William  Black,  George  Eliot,  Thackeray,  George  Ebers,  E.  P.  Roe, 
J.  Feoimore  Cooper,  Mrs.  Craik,  Jules  Verne,  Oliver  Optic,  Mrs. 
Burnett,  Louise  Alcott,  G.  A.  Henty,  Alexander  Dumas,  Charles 
Lever,  ].  G.  Holland,  Mrs.  Oliphant,  Charlotte  Bronte,  Marion 
Crawford,  Castleman,  Alger,  J.  T.  Trowbridge,  W.  D.  Ho  wells, 
Stedman,  Frank  Stockton,  Mark  Twaio,  Henry  James,  Bret 
Harte,  Besant,  Hardy,  Goldsmith,  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes, 
Washington  Irving,  Thoreau,  Longfellow,  Lowell,  Wordsworth, 
Milton,  Moore,  Robert  Browning,  Shelley,  Byron,  Tennyson, 
Chas.  Dudley  Warner,  W.  C.  Bryant,  T.  B.  Aldricb,  and  for  fairy 
tales  Anderson  and  Grimm,  and  Isabella  Alden  for  juvenile  stories. 
Ruskin,  Bacon,  Emerson,  Bryce's  "American  Commonwealth," 
Prescott's  ^'Conquest  of  Mexico,"  Parkman's  Works,  and  classics 
like  ^Meditations"  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  "Discourses"  of  Epictetus, 
and  Homer's  "Iliad,"  Pope's  or  Bryant's  translation,  are  much  in 
vogue. 

Among  the  religious  works  commonly  called  for  are  Drum- 
mond's  ''Natural  Law  in  the  Spiritual  World,"  Spurgeon's  sermons 
and  life,  Dr.  Pierson's  **Divine  Art  of  Preaching,^'  the  *'Heart  of 
the  Gospel,"  and  especially  his  work  on  missions;  Thomas  a 
Kempis,  Jeremy  Taylor,  Mrs.  Havergal,  a  writer  of  devotional 
works;  Dr.  Briggs'  writings;  Dr.  A.  B.  Bmce's  ^'Training  of  the 
Twelve,"  Dr.  Philip  Brooks,  Canon  Farrar  very  largely;  Rev.  J. 
Thain  Davidson's  book  for  young  men,  "How  to  Succeed;" 
Andrew  Murray's  "Abide  in  Christ,"  Biihop  Hurst's  "Indika," 
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being  a  work  on  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people  of  India. 

John  Fiske's  "Discovery  of  America,"  and  his  'Critical 
Periods  in  American  History,"  are  both  in  wide  demand,  Colum- 
bus being  now  prominently  before  the  American  people.  In  fact, 
all  of  Mr.  Fiske's  writing**  are  very  popular. 

The  most  popular  periodicals  may  be  judged  by  the 

records  kept  in  the  reading  room  of  the  calls  for  each,  as 
follows : 

FINE  ARTS. 

Art  Amateur _ 586 

Art  Journal _ 480 

American  Architect 411 

Magazine  of  Art 390 

L'Art 164 

PRACTICAL.  ARTS. 

Scientific  American  and  Supplement 3,987 

Electrical  World 485 

American  Machinist 472 

Electrical  Engineer _ 389 

Iron  Age 386 

Photographic  Times ___  384 

Railroad  Gazette _ 849 

Engineering 844 

Engineering  and  Mining  Journal 255 

Electrical  Review- 235 

Metalworker 223 

English  Mechanic 219 

Jeweller's  Weekly 138 

Railroad  Engineering _.  122 

LITERARY  PERIODICATiS. 

North  American  Review 948 

Forum 769 

Arena 572 

Atlantic 509 

Chambers'  Magazine _ 410 

Blackwood 275 

New  England  Magazine _  289 

Chautauquan _ 182 

Contemporary  Review _  178 

Leisure  Hour 175 

Revue  dee  deux  mondes 178 
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Fortnightly 170 

Gentleman's  Magazine 13ft 

Eclectic 119 

Deutsche  Rundschau 119 

Cornhill 113 

Edinburgh  Review 86 

II<L.USTRATED  MAOAZOrSS. 

Harper 3,116 

Century.. _..  2,708 

Scribner _ ._  1,833 

Cosmopolitan 1<307 

Outing ..    -- -1,147 

liippinoott . .     .  -    1,00(J 

Review  of  Reviews 789 

Califomian  Illustrated  .  _ .   - 406 

Overland .    402 

CHILDREN '8  PERIODICALS. 

Youth's  Companion. . .....     .     .   _ .  1,909 

Harper's  Young  People . . .  1,403 

St  Nicholas .1,160 

WideAwake.   - 562 

HUMOROUS  AND  ILLUSTRATED  WEEKLIES. 

Puck 7,445 

Judge 6,947 

Life-. .       4,215 

Harper's  Weekly  -  _   .  3,909 

Prank  Leslie ..  .3,821 

London  Illustrated  News .     . .         .    .  3,697 

London  Graphic .   ...       .  3,613 

Punch _  .1,602 

Harper's  Bazar. . .....  .  1,526 

Forest  and  Stream 949 

Pliegende  Blatter  _ .   .  811 

Ueber  Land  und  Meer. . 646 

Figaro  Illustre _  . .     570 

Gartenlaube. . 478 

UNCLASSIFIED. 

Army  and  Navy  Journal  -   .       .    .     .    669 

Christian  Union 453 

Popular  Science  Monthly 450 
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Courier  dee  EtatB  Unifi.     .     .  429 

Nation .  .821 

Public  Opinion  .    .                ...  ...       285 

Woman's  Journal       ..  39 

IN   THE   PDBLK^  SCHOOLS. 

The  books  bought  specially  for  the  schools  have  been 
sent  out  in  accordance  with  the  plan  adopted  several  years 
ago,  and  which  has  been  found  to  work  satisfactorily.  The 
whole  number  of  books  sent  to  the  school  houses  was  12,580, 
of  which  4,860  were  fiction.  Some  teachers  have  complained 
that  these  library  books  make  them  extra  work,  but  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  such  teachers  take  very  little  real  interest  in  the 
progress  and  development  of  their  pupils,  and  are  content 
with  a  perfunctory  performance  of  their  duties.  As  I  have 
before  remarked,  the  success  of  this  effort  to  broaden  the 
horizon  of  the  school  children  and  to  take  them  outside  the 
dry  routine,  depends  almost  wholly  upon  the  teachera 

No  additional  books  have  been  bought  during  the  year, 
but  those  lost  or  worn  out  have  been  replaced,  so  that  the 
number  has  been  kept  intact.  A  suggestion  has  been  made 
that  if  a  few  carefully  selected  books  for  the  teachers  were 
added  to  the  list  much  good  might  be  accomplished.  I  think 
it  would  be  wise  to  experiment  in  that  direction.  If  the 
effort  proves  a  success,  the  list  may  be  extended. 

SUNDAY   READERS. 

The  whole  number  of  reading  room  visitors  during  the 
year  was  112,134,  of  whom  9,247  visited  the  room  on  Sunday. 
This  is  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  over  20  per 
cent.  Since  the  room  was  first  opened  on  Sunday,  nearly 
seven  years  ago,  the  attendance  has  been  steadily  growing, 
from  an  average  in  1887  of  100,  to  an  average  in  1892  of  178. 

BINDING. 

During  the  year  4,726  volumes  were  bound  by  contract 
in  outside  binderies  at  a  total  cost  of  $2,526,28.     A  large  pro- 
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of  these  were  old  books  sent  out  for  re-biDding. 
)  class  of  books  what  is  known  as  English  Buckram 
Bs  in  nse  as  the  most  durable  materiaL  The  bindery 
air  shop  io  the  building  has  been  operated,  as  here- 
Tfae  total  cost  of  operating  it  has  been  (957.11,  of 
(909.00  was  for  wages  and  the  balance  for  mat«riaL 
ork  tamed  out  was  139  volumes  re-bound,  1,517 
i,  4,158  repaired,  16  temporary  binders,  beside  a  con- 
le  amount  of  work  done  in  the  way  of  pasting  labek, 
ich  cannot  be  specifically  mentioned. 

H.  M.  UTI-ET, 

Librarian. 
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Following  are  the  names  of  donors  to  the  Library  during  the 
year  with  the  number  of  volumes  and  pamphlets  given  by  each : 

Vol      Fftmph* 

Adams,  Chas.  P.,  Boston 1 

Albion  College 1 

American  Congregational  Association 1  9 

American  Meteorological  Association 1 

American  Otological  Society I 

Ames  Library,  North  Easton,  Mass 2 

Ames,  Harriet  H.,  Saginaw 2 

Amherst  College 1 

Astor  Library,  N.  Y 3 

Avery,  Clara.  Detroit    2 

Bain,  Jas.  F.,  Toronto I 

Baker,  H.  E.,  Detroit 21 

Bolton,  C.  K.,  Cambridge,  Mass 1 

Boston  Athenaeum 25 

Boston  Health  Department    1  7 

Boston  Public  Library 5 

Bowdoin  College 2 

Bowen,  Herbert,  Detroit 1 

Bremer,  L.,  St.  Louis 1 

Bridgeport,  Conn. ,  Public  Library 1 

Brigham,  W.  I.,  Baltimore 1 

Brookline,  Mass.,  Public  Library 1 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Library 2 

Brooklyn  Union  for  Christian  Work 1 

Brymner,  D.,  Ottawa 1 

Buffalo  Charity  Society 1 

Buffalo  Historical  Society 1 
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Vol.      Pamph. 

Burton,  C.  M. ,  Detroit 62 

Buxton,  Eng.,  Free  Library 1 

Calhoun,  Margaret  C,  Lansing 1 

California  Board  of  Horticulture    1 

California  State  Library 1  1 

Cardiff,  Wales,  Public  Library    1 

Chaney,  H.  A.,  Detroit 1  3 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade 1 

Chicago  Public  Library 1 

Chipman,  J.  L.,  Detroit 2  4 

Cilley,  J.  P.,  Rockland,Me » 

Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce 1 

Cincinnati  Public  Library 1  4 

Civil  Service  Reform  League 

Cleveland  Public  Library 

College  of  Social  Economics,  N.  Y 

Columbia  College 1 

Columbian  Exposition  Commission 16 

Columbus,  O.,  Public  Library '. 

Conely,  E.  F..  Detroit 1 

(kx)per.  Rev.  D.  M.,  Detroit 

Cornell  University 7  82 

Creighton  University,  Omaha 1 

Dalton,  J.  G.,  Boston 1 

Dartmouth  College 3 

Davies,  Thos.  L.,  Detroit 48 

Davis,  R.  C.  Ann  Arbor 9 

Denver  Public  Library 8 

DePauw  University 1 

DePeyster,  J.  W.,  N.  Y 1 

Detroit  Board  of  Trade 1 

Detroit  College 3 

Doughty.  F.  W.,  Brooklyn 1 

Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia 10 

Duffleld.  H.  M.,  Detroit 1 

Edwards,  Rev.  Tryon.  Detroit 3  3 

Elliott,  J.  R.,  Detroit        2 

Ellis,Jno.,  Philadelphia 1 

Essex  Institute,  Salem 7 

Farmer,  Silas,  Detroit     21  57 

Fay,  M  R.,  Peoria 1 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt 1 
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Vol.       Paniph- 

Poote.  A.R.,  Washington 2 

Pord,  H.  A.,  Detroit 2  1 

Porster,  C.  R,  Detroit 1 

Priends  Free  Library,  Gkrmantown,  Pa 1 

Georgia  Agricultural  Dep't 8 

€kx)dwin,  A.  K.,  Providence 1  1 

Gordon,  H.  L. ,  Detroit 1 

Grand  Rapids  Board  of  Education 2 

Grand  Rapids  Public  Library 1 

Grauert,  M.,  Detroit 1 

Great  Yarmouth,  Eng.,  Public  Library 1 

Green,  8.  A.,  .Boston 5  49 

Greene,  C.  E.,  Ann  Arbor 1 

Hamilton,  Ont.,  Public  Library 1 

Hartford,  Conn.,  Library 1 

Hartford,      "       National  Bank 1 

Hartford,      "        Seminary 2 

Harvard  University 1  11 

Hayes.  R  B.,  Fremont,  0 8 

Hinsdale,  E.  C.  Detroit 20 

Holdeman,  Jno.  Jasper,  Mo 1 

Holt,  Jos.,  New  Orleans 1 

Hopkins,  G.  H.,  Detroit 1 

Illinois  Labor  Bureau 1 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia 5 

Indiana  Commandery,  M.  O.  L.  L.  A 1 

Indiana  Historical  Society 2 

Iowa  Historical  Society 1  1 

Jackson,  J.  H.,  Dansville,  N.  Y 1 

Jackson,  Mich.,  Public  Library 1 

Jerome,  T.  S.,  Detroit 8 

Jersey  City  Public  Library 11 

Johns  Hopkins  University 1  8 

Johnson,  T.  L. ,  Washington    1 

Kansas  Board  of  Agriculture    8 

Kansas  City  Public  Library 1 

Kansas  State  Library 1 

Kegan  Paul,  Trench  &  Co  ,  London 2 

Lansing  Public  Library 1 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Public  Library  , 2 

Lelnnd  Stanford  Jr.  University 6 
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Vol,      PaniDh. 
Leonard,  C.  H..  Detroit 2 

Lob  Angeles  Public  Library 8 

Lothrop.  G.  V.  N.,  Detroit 53 

LoweU,Mas8..  City  Library 8 

Ludlow,  Wm..  Detroit 35  4 

McFadden,  Mary  A..  Trenton,  N.  J 1 

MacFarlane.  Jno.,  Detroit 2 

McMillan,  Jas.,  Detroit 45  8 

Maimonidea  Library.  New  York 1 

Maine  Hiatorical  Society 2 

Manchester.  N.H.,  City  Library 1 

Manchester.  Eng.,  Free  Library 2 

Maryland  Bureau  Industrial  Statistics 8 

Mason,  Mrs.  L.  E.,  Detroit 17 

Massachussetts,  Commonwealth  of 4  1 

Massachussetts  Institute  of  Technology 6 

Mercantile  Library,  N.  Y. 1 

Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia    4 

Mercantile  Library,  St  Louis 1  1 

Michigan  Agricultural  College 9 

Board  of  Charities 1 

Bureau  Labor  Statistics 1 

Insurance  Commissioner 1 

Normal  School  Library I 

Secretary  of  State 81 

State  Library 46 

Superintendents  of  Poor  Association 1 

Y.M.C.  A 1 

Milwaukee  Public  Library 2 

Minnesota  Academy  Natural  Sciences 1 

Minneapolis  Public  Library 1  l 

National  W.  C.  T.  U.,  Evanston l 

Nebraska  Adjutant  General 1 

Nebraska  Historical  Society 2 

Newark  Public  Library g 

New  Bedford  Public  Library 6  52 

Newberry  Library,  Chicago 1 

New  Haven  Public  Library 1  i 

New  London  Public  Library i 

New  Jersey  Labor  Bureau 1 

New  Jersey  State  Library 2 
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Vol.       Pamph. 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library 1 

New  York  Historical  Society 1 

New  York  State  Library 2 

Nicaragua  Canal  Co 1 

N.  W.  C.  T.  U..  Evanston 1 

Oberlin  College  Library 1 

Obio  Meteorological  Bureau '  7 

Ohio  Board  of  Agriculture 2 

Ottofky,  L.,  Chicago 1 

Owensboro,  Kentucky,  Board  of  Education    1 

Paterson  Public  Library 4 

Patten  F.  C,  Helena,  Montana 2 

Peabody  Institute.  Baltimore 5 

Peter  White  Public  Library,  Marquette 1 

Philadelphia  Apprentices' Library 2 

*•         City  Institute 1 

**         Library  Company 2 

"         Times 1 

Pingree,  H.  a,  Detroit 1 

Plymouth,  Eng  ,  Public  Library 1 

Poole,  W.  F.,  Chicago 1 

Prall.  Rev.  Wm.,  Detroit 8 

Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn    

Princeton  College 1  1 

Providence  Public  Library. 1 

Providence  Record  Commissioners 1  1 

Reemlin,  Chas.,  Cincinnati 1 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute 4 

Rippey,  J.  N.,  Muskegon 1 

Roy,  Protap  fJhandra,  Calcutta 1  5 

St.  Louis  Public  Library 1 

St.  Paul  Despatch 1 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library 12 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library 8 

San  Francisco  Public  Library 1 

Scranton  Public  Library 1 

Scripps,  Jas.  E.,  Detroit .• 

Shelden,  E.  S.,  Cambridge,  Mass 1 

Simpson,  E.  W.,  Detroit 1 

Smith  College 8 

Smith,  C.  C,  Denver 1 
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VoL      Pamph. 

Smith,  J.  C,  Brooklyn 1 

SmithfloniAn  Institution 6  6 

Springfield,  Has&,  City  Libnuy ^ 

Stocking,  Wm.,  Detroit 2 

Stowe,  L.  6.,  Springfield,  Mass ^ 

Stryker,  W.  S.,  Trenton,  N.  J 1 

Sunset  Club,  Chicago 1 

Sydney.  New  South  Wales,  Public  Library 1 

Taunton,  Mass.,  Public  Library 1 

Taylor,  F.  M.,  Ann  Arbor 1 

Tennessee  Board  of  Health 5 

Texas  Agricultural  Bureau .-  1 

Toledo  Public  Library 1 

Toronto  Public  Library 8 

Torrey,  D.,  Detroit 24  84 

Towler,  L.  H.,  Detroit 8 

United  States,  Bureau  of  Am.  Republics 1  54 

Education 3  10 

Marine  Hospital 81 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 1 

*'            Civil  Service  Commission 4  8 

*'            Department  of  Agriculture 5  117 

Interior   120  77 

Navy ' 7  2 

State 8  17 

Treasury 4  70 

War 44 

Fish  Commission  1 

(Geological  Survey 2  1 

Interstate  Commerce 5 

Patent  Office 4 

Supervising  Inspector  Steam  Vessels 1  2 

Surgeon  General 1  5 

Unknown 8 

Upson,  S.  S.,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J 1 

University  of  Arizona 4 

California 15 

•"          Chicago 5 

**          Denver 1 

Iowa 2 

Michigan 4 
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Vol.      Pampli. 

University  of  Pennsylyania 8 

"          Vermont - 11 

Vassar  College 3 

Vermyne.  J.  J.  R,  New  Bedford 2 

Volta  Bureau,  Washington      1 

Warren  Co.,  111.,  Library      2 

Watson,  J.  E.,  Detroit 1 

WUder,  A.  P.,  New  Haven 1 

Williams  College 2 

Willis,  R.  8. ,  Detroit 1 

Winchell,  N.  H.,  Minneapolis 1 

Winder.  D.  K.,  Detroit    1 

Winnipeg  Board  of  Trade 1 

Wisconsin  Historical  Society 1  1 

Wisconsin  Labor  Bureau 1 

Woman's  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania 1 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute   2 

Worcester  Public  Library 1 

Tale  University 6 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  New  York  City 1 

Total 641         1,285 
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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 


^m 


To  the  Board  of  Education: 

Gentlemen: — It  being  the  duty  of  the  Public  Library 
Commission  to  report  annually  to  your  Honorable  Body,  I  am 
charged  on  its  behalf  to  lay  before  you  the  condition  of 
the  Library  and  to  assure  you  that  this  Commission  contin- 
ues to  give  its  best  attention  to  its  welfare.  In  this  respect 
each  member  of  the  Board,  as  well  as  its  officers,  has  given  such 
measure  of  time  and  ability  as  he  could  command  to  the  prop- 
er development  of  the  Library  and  its  efficient  administration. 
The  gentlemen  who  are  charged  with  this  responsible  duty 
have  high  appreciation  of  its  importance  and  dignity  and  are 
striving  for  best  results.  It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  in  all  their 
efforts  for  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  the  institution 
under  their  charge  they  have  cordial  and  intelligent  co-opera- 
tion of  the  staff  of  employes.  Especially  must  we  commend 
the  broad,  enlightened  views,  the  valuable  work  and  the  effi. 
cient  management  of  the  Librarian,  Henry  M.  Utley,  to 
whose  detailed  report  as  to  the  growth  and  operation  of  the 
Library  during  the  year  I  take  pleasure  in  referring  you. 

FINANCES. 

The  Secretary's  report,  also  herewith  submitted,  shows 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  and  balance  on  hand.  It  is 
well  to  state  again  that  this  report  is  made  in  the  middle  of 
the  fiscal  year  in  the   city   and  that  the  balance  on  hand   is 
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not  snrploB  but  is  required  to  meet  the  ueeds  of  the  Library 

during  the  ensuing  six  months. 

My  lonnection  with  this  Oommissitm,  almo:>t  from  its  crea- 
tion, enables  me  to  say  that  the  liberal  provision  made  by 
law  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Library  has  never  led  to  ex- 
trava^ant  expeixHtures  in  any  direction.  On  the  contrary, 
the  most  ri^d  economy  consistent  with  a  proper  discharge  of 
tile  trust  has  Xteen  practiced,  and  the  policy  of  savin){  from 
the  income  has  l>eeu  kept  always  in  view.  In  this  connec- 
tion I  again  call  'attention  to  the  fact  that  the  steadily  grow- 
ing needs  of  the  Library  will  require,  at  as  early  a  date  as  it 
can  be  brought  abo>it,  the  erec-tion  of  the  main  front  to  the 
building,  as  originally  plauned,  to  supply  the  room  and  the 
convenieneeB  which  the  public  has  a  right  to  demand. 

The  last  legislature  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  city  to  raiwe  by  loan  or  tax  the  sum  of 
$ir)0,(X)0  for  such  a  building.  For  the  purpose  of  helping 
forward  the  movement  to  provide  the  much  needed  enlarge- 
ment at  the  earliest  practical  day,  the  Commission  has  created 
a  New  Library  Building  Fund  and  has  placed  therein  from 
its  income  of  the  past  year  the  sum  of  $15,000.  It  is  the  pur- 
jKt-ie  to  save  as  much  as  possible  from  the  income  each  year 
to  l)e  addefl  to  this  fund,  so  that  ultimately  there  may  be 
erected  a  building  which  will  reflect  credit  upon  the  city  and 
at  the  same  time  without  imposing  on  the  taxpayers  any 
very  large  expense. 

EEFERENCE  READING  BOOM. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  referred  to  the  need  of  the 
room  then  occupied  by  the  scientific  museum.  This  museum 
found  quarters  elsewhere  and  during  the  summer  we  trans- 
formed this  space  into  a  reference  reading  room.  It  is  now 
in  nse  and  to  fully  answers  the  pnrjmse  for  which  it  was  de- 
signed that  I  take  occasion  to  say  that  in  my  trayels  east, 
south  and  west  1  have  not  seen  in  any  library,  even  in  cities 
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larger  than  Detroit,  quarters  so  admirably  arranged  and 
equipped.  The  book-shelves  are  protected  by  glass  doors; 
the  alcoves  are  spacious  and  well  lighted,  and  in  them  the 
student  may  work  undisturbed  with  every  thing  at  his  hand. 
Here  also  we  found  a  place  for  our  most  valuable  art  works, 
works  which  are  a  source  of  joy  not  only  to  persons  of  culti- 
vated  taste  but  of  interest  and  value  to  the  artist,  the  drafts- 
man,  the  mechanic,  furnishing  ideas  of  practical  use  in  the 
several  branches  of  their  pursuits.  By  means  of  this  new 
room  we  are  enabled  to  make  available  to  the  use  of  the  public 
one  of  the  most  useful  and  attractive  departments  of  the  Li- 
brary.    ' 

The  LIBRARY  and  the  schools. 
This  commission  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  Public  Schools, 
holding  the  view  that  the  Public  Library  is  an  agency  equally 
with  them  in  the  education  of  the  people.  We  have  continu- 
ed to  supply  books  for  special  school  use.  Early  in  the  year 
we  met  with  a  considerable  loss  in  the  destruction  by  fire  of 
the  High  School  building  and  the  books  loaned  to  the  Board 
of  Education  .for  that  sc^hool.  In  view  of  the  extraordinary 
demand  on  the  funds  of  your  Board  occasioned  by  that  fire 
and  the  necessity  for  fitting  up  a  temporary  High  School, 
this  Commission  waived  the  claim  for  re-imbursement  f or  this 
loss,  and  has  been  and  still  is  ready  to  supply  the  needs  of 
the  schools,  so  far  as  it  can. 

BRANCH    LIBRARIES. 

During  my  visit  in  Chicago  last  summer  I  was  favorably 
impressed  with  what  I  saw  in  connection  with  the  system  of 
branch  libraries,  or  delivery  stations,  in  use  in  that  city.  I 
have  no  hesitancy  in  commending  the  system  as  there  man- 
aged. There  are  36  such  branches  in  that  expansive  city,  but 
probably  eight  would  fully  answer  our  requirements  at  pres- 
ent. The  plan  was  explained  to  me  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Hild,  the 
courteous  librarian.     Select  in  a  convenient  location   some 
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caody,  book  or  drag  store,  the  proprietor  of  which,  in 
view  of  drawing  customers  to  his  shop  and  the  small  compen- 
sation, would  gladly  fnrnisb  bonds  and  act  as  sab-librarian. 
Cards  are  issaed  nnder  the  same  regnlations  as  at  the  main 
library ;  blanks  and  catal<^Qes  are  at  hand.  The  applicant  for 
a  book  makes  ont  his  slip  and  leaves  it  at  the  branch.  Theee 
slips  are  gathered  np  at  the  branches  and  sent  to  the  main 
library  where  assistants  select  the  books  and  place  them 
in  boxes  marked  with  the  proper  nnmber  by  which  each 
Bob-library  is  known.  The  return  of  books  is  effected  in  like 
manner,  all  through  an  expressman  specially  employed  for 
the  purpose. 

The  person  in  charge  of  the  branch  gets  $2.00  per  hun- 
dred for  the  books  handled,  up  to  1,000  books  per  month,  and 
above  that  number  $1.00  per  hundred.  I  believe  the  mini- 
mum pay  is  $10,  per  month.  This  simple  and  inexpensive 
system  brings  the  advantages  of  the  Public  Library  close  to 
the  door  of  every  citizen.  I  earnestly  advocate  the  establish- 
ment of  such  branches  in  this  city  where  needed. 
BOOKS  in   FOEEIQN   LANGPAGE8.     . 

Oar  Library  contains  a  nnmber  of  very  well  selected 
books  in  foreign  languages,  of  which  the  German,  French, 
Polish  may  be  named  in  the  order  of  their  importance.  The 
considerable  use  of  those  in  German  inclines  us  to  add  to  that 
department  from  time  to  time  the  best  and  newest  books. 
The  small  number  of  readers  in  other  languages  does  not 
seem  to  justify  increased  expenditures  in  their  direction. 
This  matter  has  had  my  personal  attention, which  is  my  Justi- 
fication tor  mentioning  it  in  this  connection. 
COMPETITIVE   EXAMINATIONS. 

The  system  has  prevailed  for  many  years  with  this  Com- 
mission of  selecting  assistants  for  the  Library  staff  from  can- 
didates who  have  passed  a  public  examination.  This  has 
been  found  to  beaf:;reat  help  in  the  impartial  selection  of  era- 
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ployes  and  has  given  us  those  of  a  better  quality  than  the  old 
hit-or-miss  method.  The  latest  of  such  examinations  held 
Jan.  2, 1894,  brought  out  45  candidates,  from  whom  six  have 
been  selected  for  trial  in  the  Library. 

IN  CONCLUSION, 

Permit  me  to  say  that  the  Public  Library,  no  less  than 
the  Public  school,  is  an  important  educational  factor.  When 
the  child  grows  to  manhood  and  passes  beyond  the  school  into 
the  activities  of  life,  he  is  still  a  pupil  of  the  library.  The 
aim  and  purpose  of  our  two  boards,  the  Board  of  Education 
and  the  Board  of  Library  Oommissioners,  are  one -the  ad- 
vancement of  the  intelligence  of  the  community  we  serve. 
The  unity  of  aim  and  purpose,  therefore  bespeak,  mutual  cordi- 
ality, sympathy  and  counseL 

Respectfully  submitted, 

'  MAGNUS  BUTZEL, 

President 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY". 


2o  the  Commissioners  of  the  Pithlic  Lihrary: 

In  compliaBce  with  the  rules,  I  submit  a  statement  ot  the 
receipts  and  disbnrsements  of  library  moneys  during  the  cal- 
ender year  1893.  Looking  forward  to  the  building  and 
equipment  of  the  main  library  building  which  will  be  neces- 
sary in  a  short  time,  the  Commissioners  have  determined  to 
economize  as  far  as  possible,  and  to  set  aside  from  time  to  time 
such  portion  of  their  income  as  can  be  spared,  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  "New  Library  Building  Fund". 

It  should  be  understood  that  the  fiscal  year  of  the  Li- 
brary Commission  ends  December  31st,  while  that  of  the  city 
of  Detroit  ends  Jnne  30fch.  The  balance  on  hand,  there- 
fore, constitutes  the  working  funds  of  the  Commission  from 
January  1st  to  July  1st. 

RFXEIPTS.    1893 

Italance  on  hand  Jan.  1st.- -  $54,70()  30 

City  Taxes,  181)3 _ _$.^ 1. 630  34 

"        "       liiicktaxes 423  22 

-^ 33.809  54 

Co.  Treasurer,  lines  and  iM'naltif's _ _  11,567  87 

Interest  on  depnsita. - 2,097  54 

Library  lines.. _ _ 1.0^9  30 

Siiies  nt  calal(i([Hf's.   _   _  S8  M 

For  lost  booifs 93  41 

From  miscpManc'ius  sdiircos. - 11  3S 

Total  Receipts _ IO:t,403  44 
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DISBURSEMENTS,   1893. 

Paid  for  books  and  pamphlets $18,208  38 

periodical  subscriptions _ 1,769  13 

bindinj^  and  repair  of  books 3,866  20 

light 1,547  38 

fuel 788  87 

stationery  and  blanks 543  14 

labor  and  supplies 761  58 

postage -  125  40 

freight  and  express 197  57 

repairs  to  building  and  grounds 2,697  47 

insurance 441  96 

miscellaneous 107  95 

printing  and  binding  catalogues 856  40 

janitor  service 1,943  00 

salaries  librarian  and  assistants. .  - 15,330  79 

fltti  ng  up  reference  reading  room 10,822  07 

furniture  for  same _ -.-  1,736  72 

Amount  transferred  to  New  Library  Building  Ii\ind, 

by  order  of  the  Commission 15,000  00 
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Total - 76,715  01 

Balance  Dec.  31st  1893,  in  General  Fund 26,688  43 

in  New  Library  Bdg.  Fund 15,000  00 

HERBERT  BOWEN, 

Secretary. 
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BEPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Comjnissioners  of  l?te  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen  :~Herewith  I  submit  my  report  for  the  year 
1893,  showing  the  work  of  the  Library  during  the  year,  as 
well  as  iis  growth,  and  Btatistical  information  of  varioua  mat- 
ters relating  thereto. 

The  mo8t  important  event  of  the  year  waa  the  opening, 
about  Nov.  Ist,  of  the  new  reailing  room  on  the  second  floor 
of  the  rear  extensioQ.  This  portion  of  the  building  had  hither- 
to been  occupied  by  the  museum  of  the  Detroit  Scientific 
Association.  But  the  necessity  for  its  use  for  library  pur- 
poses proper  had  become  imperative.  Accordingly,  in  March 
the  Association  removed  its  property  and  the  room  was  im- 
mediately given  over  to  the  builders  for  remodeling.  It  was 
necessary  to  tear  down  brick  division  walls,  change  the  stair- 
ways, cut  an  opening  into  the  main  library,  and  rebnild  the 
entire  ceiling,  which  was  badly  settled  and  broken.  The 
weight  of  the  roof  had  proved  too  great  a  strain  upon  the  tim- 
bers, which  had  given  way  and  were  in  a  dangerous  condition. 
The  work  turned  ont  to  be  more  extensive  and  expensive 
than  had  been  expected  and  consumed  the  entire  summer. 

The  book  stacks,  which  furnish  acommodation  for  about 
20,000  volumes,  are  twostories  high,  the  upper  story  being  ac- 
cessible by  means  of  alightiron  gallery.  The  room  tsabund- 
antly  lighted  both  naturally  and  artificially.  It  is  provided 
with  numerous  tables  and  chairs,  many  of  them  in  quiet  al- 
coves where  students  may  work  to  the  best  advantage.     There 
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are  ho  railings  nor  screens  to  separate  the  public  from  the 
books,  but  all  the  cases  are  open  and  readers  may  help  them- 
selves at  their  pleasure.  The  room  opens  directly  into  the 
second  gallery  of  the  main  building,  so  that  any  book  in  the 
library  is  readily  procured  when  wanted  by  any  reader.  The 
arrangement  and  general  appearance  of  the  room  have  been 
highly  praised  by  visitors,  and  students  engaged  in  the  inves- 
tigation of  subjects  have  found  it  admirably  suited  to  their 
purpose. 

Already  a  daily  average  of  200  to  300  persons  make  use 
of  the  room,  And  on  Sunday  the  attendance  falls  little  short 
of  that  on  other  days.  The  popularity  of  this  excellent  pro- 
vision for  the  use  of  the  Library  in  a  way  to  best  serve  those 
who  visit  it  for  an  earnest  purpose  will  increase  as  it  becomes 
more  widely  known.  Other  rooms  of  a  similar  character  in 
which  special  classes  of  books  may  be  arranged,  such  as  fine 
arts,  architecture, medicine,  etc.,  will  undoubtedly  be  demand- 
ed in  the  not  distant  future.  In  fact,  a  proposition  was  made 
not  long  since  to  turn  over  to  us  a  medical  library  of  con- 
siderable size  and  value,  providecl  a  room  should  be  set  apart 
for  it  and  its  readers.  There  is  no  possibility  now  of  offering 
such  a  room,  but  when  the  building  is  enlarged,  as  we  hope 
it  will  be  before  many  years,  all  these  considerations  must 
be  kept  in  view. 

00-OPEKATION  WITH  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  plan  heretofore  in  vogue  has  been  carried  on  through 
the  year.  In  the  High  School,  by  the  destruction  of  the 
building  by  fire  in  January,  1893,  the  Library  lost  1425  vol- 
umes. Of  the  entire  number  supplied  only  118  were  saved. 
If  the  fire  had  occurred  at  any  other  time  than  during  a  va- 
cation a  much  larger  proportion  would  have  been  out  of  the 
building  at  the  time.  The  Library  has  replaced  the  books 
thus  lost  but  has  made  no  other  purchases  on  account  of  the 
schools.     In  the   grammar  grades   there  is  a  call  for  more 
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Ixioks,  since  tho  increase  of  schools  and  pupils  haa  lessened 
the  nninber  ot  books  per  capita.  I  think  there  might  properly 
l>e  adilitioDB  to  their  lists,  especially  so,  since  the  si-hools 
serve  to  certain  extent  as  library  stations  for  the  remote  parts 
of  the  city.  Many  families  get  their  reading  from  the  Li- 
brary through  their  children  in  the  public  schoole.  This 
fact  is  kept  iii  view  in  making  the  distribution.  Relatively 
more  books  are  assigned  to  the  schools  than  to  those  which 
are  central. 

rATALOOUER. 

The  usual  annual  bulletin  was  brought  out  early  in  the 
year.  Four  of  these  have  been  issued  since  the  general  cata- 
logue was  published.  These  have  now  been  consolidated  in 
a  dingle  alphabet,  and  what  would  ordinarily  have  been  the 
fifth  bnliotin  will  be  the  first  supplement  to  the  general  cata- 
logue, and  comprise  a  volume  of  a1>otit  equal  size.  It  is  near- 
ly ready  for  the  printer. 

During  the  year  an  addition  was  made  of  nearly  500  vol- 
nmes  in  the  Polish  language,  and  a  new  finding  list  was  is- 

The  catalogues  of  fiction  and  books  in  the  (lermau  lan- 
guage were  printeil  some  seven  or  eight  years  ago.  In  the 
meantime  many  changes  have  t«ken  place  in  the  Imoks  of  the 
Library  in  lM)th  those  departments.  New  catalogues  are 
therefore  in  course  of  preparation,  to  \n:  i8.sue<l  during  the 
coming  year.  In  these  departments,  as  the  present  cata- 
logues were  issued  before  the  new  system  of  classification  and 
numbering  was  adopfe<l,  the  old  numbering  has  been  retain- 
ed to  the  present  time.  Preliminary  to  the  publication  of 
new  catalf^^ues  the  arrangement  and  numbering  of  the  books 
are  being  made  to  conform  tothesyHtj?m  in  use  in  other  parts 
of  the  Library, 

The  second   edition  of  Good  Bonks  for  Ycfnng   People 
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having  become  exhausted,  a  third  edition  is  preparing  and 
will  shortly  be  issued. 

BOOK   PURCHASES. 

During  the  past  year  more  than  the  usual  amount  of 
money  has  been  expended  on  the  purchase  of  books.  On  ac- 
count of  the  improved  facilities  for  the  examination  and  study 
of  books  of  a  high  class,  there  have  been  larger  expenditures 
in  that  direction.  Illustrated  books  in  the  fine  arts  class  and 
esi)ecially  intended  to  exhibit  the  history  and  development  of 
architecture,  archaeology,  painting,  engraving,  book-making, 
have  been  added.  Besides  these  are  some  fine  works  exhibit, 
ing  the  advancement  in  the  arts  of  decoration,  exterior  ani 
interior,  in  carving  in  stone  and  wood,  in  embroidery  and 
weaving  of  fabrics,  in  porcelain,  glass  and  metal  work,  and 
in  many  similar  directions,  in  which  lines  the  Library  had 
previously  next  to  nothing.  Great  care  has  been  used  in  the 
selection  of  these  works  to  secure  those  of  a  high  character 
and  which  would  prove  most  interesting  and  helpful  to  those 
who  wish  to  study  the  subjects  they  cover.  Works  of  this 
class  are  usually  too  costly  to  be  owned  by  individuals  to  any 
great  extent,  and  the  Public  Library  is  the  place  where,  un- 
der proper  restrictions,  they  should  be  found  open  to  the  use 
of  all  persons. 

While  giving  more  attention  than  usual  to  books  of  this 
character,  the  general  field  of  literature  has  not  been  neglect- 
ed. It  is  the  aim  of  the  Library  to  keep  .up  with  the  times 
in  all  departments  of  reading  and  study,  and  worthy  new  pub- 
lications  are  placed  on  the  shelves  as  soon  as  we  can  discover 
and  procure  them.  The  purpose  hitherto  kept  in  view  is  to 
make  a  useful,  all-around  library,  which  will  meet  the  wants 
of  the  general  public.  Whether  it  shall  be  thought  a  wise 
policy  to  adopt  some  specialty  and  buy  in  that  direction  from 
time  to  time,  as  means  and  opportunity  present  themselves, 
is  still  an  open  question. 
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BINDING. 

The  Library  binilery,  which  b  mainly  a  repair  shop,  was 
(>|>erate<l  throughout  the  year,  as  heretofore,  with  a  man  in 
charge  and  a  ffirl  for  sewiag  The  work  turned  out  consiBt- 
ed  of  3S3")  books  repaired.  lS!t7  resewed  and  36  rebound 
Beside  this,  there  was  considerable  work  done  in  preparation 
of  books  for  the  shelves,  such  as  pasting  labels,  etc,  for  which 
DO  deGnite  figures  can  be  given.  The  work  done  by  contract 
in  oatsidt!  binderies  consisted  of  the  binding  of  4^97  books, 
at  a  cost  of  g2^t61.20.  The  large  number  of  fine  art  books 
l>ound  in  first-class  manner  raised  the  average  cost  per  vol- 
ftme  somewhat  above  that  of  former  years. 
STATISTICS. 
The  usual  statistics  are  herewith  given,  showing  various 
matters  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  growth  and  use  of 
the  Library.  The  number  of  card  holders  has  increased  2231. 
Following  shows  the  number  of  cards  issued  in  each  of  the 
years  named : 

Libran-  canis  issued  in  I**-*!*.  3  IU4 

ISWl.  .-,  2W 

l,S!i|.  .-i  4311 

ISHJ.  4  HJ9 

)S!M.  5  -■»■> 

Total  oittsiaudiiiK  cunN.  24  STO 

BOOK  AOCESSIONS. 

So.  books  in  tlie  Librarv  Jan.  1,  IBM.  11-i  661 

Added  since  bv  purcliasi'. 9  891 

•'    .      "  Kift 1  009 

uindluii _■*?" 

11  337 

Total.-  - VX  9S3 

Withdrawn,  dest roved  hv  tire 1  42i 

worno'ut 1  5.Tr» 

lost. :.") 

"  sold  and  ciclianKed...    105 

3  160 

>'o.  b(M»ks  L>ccenibor31.  18i»3 lit  R2S 
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Of  the  1630  books  lost  and  worn  out,  all  but  102  were  fic- 
tion.    Of  the  lost,  all  bot  three  were  paid  for. 

USE  OF  BOOKS. 

The  Library  was  open  308  days  for  the  drawing  of  books 

for  home  reading  and  every  day  for  consultation  of  books  in 

the  building. 

No.  books  drawn  out  for  borne  reading. 344  473 

**     consulted  in  the  Library 131  848 


Total  use  of  books  in  1 893. .476  315 

**  1892 ....438  851 


(4 


Increase  In  1893 

:No.  books  used  in  1893 -.476  315 

periodicals    **  163  591 


35  464 


Total  use  in  1893. 639  906 

1892 590  273 


(( 


Increase  in  1893. 49  633 

The  daily  circulation  of  books  drawn  for  home  reading 
is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


1892. 


Months. 


January  .. 
February  - 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August  .-- 
September 
October-.. 
November 
December. 

Total. 


No. 

Days. 


25 
25 
27 
26 
26 
26 
25 
27 
26 
'26 
25 
26 


Total 
Circulation 


28  975 

30  297 

31  405 

27  693 

24  920 
21  523 
21  666 
23  912 

25  431 

26  126 

28  165 
25  775 


Average 
per  Day. 


1  159 
1  292 


310 


315  888 


1  163 
1  065 
959 
828 
866 
886 
978 
1  005 
127 
991 


1 


1  019 


1893. 


No. 
Days. 


25 
24 
27 
25 
27 
26 
25 
27 
26 
26 
25 
25 


Total 
Circulation. 


29  877 
31  610 
33  653 

29  954 

25  076 
21  562 
23  394 

26  159 

30  989 

30  435 

31  521 
30  243 


Average 
per  Day. 


1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
1 
1 
1 


195 
317 
246 
198 
928 
829 
a36 
969 
192 
170 
260 
210 


308 


344  473    1  118 
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Follovring  shows  the  rhancter  of  the  books  drawn  out 
tor  home  resding  during  the  past  two  years: 

18»^  1893. 

I>*r  ftox.  pere  L 

Hisi'm-.  Bkigfaphy,  Travel 8.W  8.93 

Literature.  Poetry,  Drama. 4.21  4.21 

Science  and  Arts. -    4.15  4.23 

Religion  aod  I^ilowphr _ l.ao  l.to 

Suciologj- 1.00  1.16 

Fiction. ____ _ __  58.08  57.69 

Juvenile 16.82  1A24 

(^rman ___ 4.42  4.50 

Freoch. 86  .73 

Polish. 52  .53 

Miscellaneous. _ 10  .19 

All  which  is  respectfully  snbmitt^, 

H.  M.  UTLET, 

Librarian. 
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No.  Volumes  at 
Year.  end  of  Year. 

1865-- 8.864 

1866,-- 10,509 

1867 15,020 

1868 16,620 

1869... 17,586 

1870. 18,717 

1871 21,161 

1872... 22,115 

1873 22,882 

1874-- 24,176 

1875 a4,903 

1876 -.  33,604 

1877 37,703 

1878 39,045 

1879 -  40,358 

1880... 40,496 

1881 42,413 

1882 --  60,605 

1883 53,621 

1884 56,668 

1885 -.  59,653 

1886 70,550 

1887... 80,167 

1888 85,622 

1889 91,693 

1890.. _ 101,350 

189i 108,720 

1892 .115,661 

1893 123,828 


Library  Read'g 

Home  Reading 

Total  Use 

dnriog  Year. 

during  year. 

during  Year. 

4,700 
15,000 
30,000 
35,000 

■ 

40,000 
40,000 

7,200 

45,600 

52,800 

9,200 

98,000 

107,200 

10,100 

115,000 

125,100 

10,200 

145,000 

155,200 

11,000 

148,000 

159,000 

11,500 

148,000 

159,500 

12,000 

150,000 

162,000 

15,000 

184,200 

199,200 

15,000 

185,509 

200,500 

12,000 

113,585 

125,585 

12,000 

116,932 

128,932 

10,432 

102,610 

113,042 

13,314 

114,960 

138,274 

11,722 

126,376 

138,098 

15,481 

134,068 

149,549 

19,699 

147,616 

167,285 

22,245 

181,921 

2(»4,166 

23,964 

206,437 

240,401 

•      44,416 

219,668 

264,034 

64,060 

228,817 

292,877 

81,420 

274,060 

355,480 

122,963 

315,888 

438,851 

131,W2 

344,473 

476,315 
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Following  are  the  names  of  donoiB  to  the  Library  daring 
the  year  with  the  number  of  volames  and  pamphlets  given  by 
each: 

Vol      Pimpb- 

Aguilar  Free  Library,  N.  Y -     -- 

Albion  College. .  - _ -     -  - 

American  Ant i- vivisection   Society.-- - 

Amherst  College 

Arizona  University --...- -.-  .-     -. 

Army  of  the  Tennessee - --    -- 

Astor  Library.  N.  Y 

Haines.  Chas.,  Detroit...- -- .      l 

Balch,  E.S..  Philadelphia - - -.- 1 

Bjiy  City  Public  Librar:i- -       

Rell.  Clark,  N.  Y -.     3 

Hosion  Children's  Hospital i 

■•     Health  Department... -- -      i 

"     PubiicLibrary _■ .  

"     Record  Commissioners .  - 1 

Itijwdoin  Col!e(fe -- 

Hrazilian  Commission,  Cliteago 

BroQSon  Library,  Waterbury,  Conn -  - 

Brookllne  Public  Library -■ 

Brooklyn  Library -.- _ -     -- 

"        Union  For  Christian  Work.- -- 

Brj-mner,  D.,  Ottawa, Canada. 1 

BuRalo  Charity  .Society -- 

"        Historical  Society 

"       Library- - 

California  Labor  Bureau - -  -     -  - 

"  Fish  Commission 1 

"  Mining  Bureau. I 


t 
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Vol. 

California  State  Library 3 

"  Univereity ._ .. 

Canada  Geological  Survey 3 

Cardiff,  Wales,  Public  Library 

Carnegie  Free  Library,  Allegheny  City 

Carpenter,  Mrs.  L.,  Detroit _    47 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade... 1 

"       City  of 1 

'^      Public  Library ; 

Chipman,  J.  L.,  Detroit 3 

ClDcinnatl  Chamber  of  Commerce. 1 

*'         Mercantile  Library. 

•'         Public  Library 1 

Civil  Service  Reform  League _ -    -- 

Clarke,  Robt,,  &  Co.,  Cincinnati 1 

Clarke,  S.  C,  Marietta,  Ga .- 

Cleveland  Public  Library .-     .. 

Collins,  H.  O.,  Los  Angeles 1 

Columbia  College.-. 1 

Conely,  E.  P.,  Detroit __ .*...      5 

Connecticut  Board  of  Health ..- _. 8 

'  •  Labor  Bureau. 3 

Cooper,  Rev.  D.  M.,  Detroit - - .    - . 

Cornell  University .'. 1 

Cust,  R.  N.,  London 1 

Davies,  Rt.  Rev.  Thos.  L.,  Detroit 1 

Dayton  Public  Library. . _ _._ -- 

Deacon,  Edward,  Bridgeport,  Conn. -  - 

Denver  Public  Library - .. 

De  Pauw  University 

DePeyster,  J.  W.,  N.  Y... 

Detroit  Board  of  Education 

**      Chamber  of  Commerce 

**      Museum  of  Art _.     -. 

Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia. 

Edwards,  Rev.  Tryon,  Detroit — _ 8 

Eldridge,  D.,  Boston 

ElizaSeth,  N.  J.,  Public  Library.. •-     -. 

Elliott,  R.  R.,  Detroit 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore 


21 

Pamph. 

4 
1 
1 
1 


1 

66 

1 
o 


1 
1 

3 
2 


10 


1' 
10 
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Vol. 

*ex  iDStitutc,  Salem __ - 

•Id,  S.  J.,  Sao  Francisco 1 

(teller  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt - 

rd,  H.  A.,  Detroit...- 2 

leads'  Free  Library,  Germantown,  Pa.- 

mmoD  Theolf^ical  Seminary,  Atlanta. 

Jbes,  Emilj  O.,  N.  Y ^ -     •-. 

iversville,  K.  Y.,  Free  Library - 

nndgent.  C.  H.,  Cambridfce.- 

and  Rapids,  City  of...- 1 

"         Public  Library l 

eat  Britain,  Commissioner  ofPatents 12 

'■        Columbian  Commissioners. 1 

pat  Yarmouth,  Eng.,  Public  Library - - 

een.  S.  A.,  Boston 2 

eusel,  Jos,  Detroit 1 

ifflth,  A.H.,  Detroit -- -     .- 

lille-Alles  Library,  Gnernsey -- ---      1 

imilton.  Ont,,  J'nblic  Library --- 

indsworth  Public  Librarj-,  West  Brom wick --- 

irdingam.  41.  L.  M.,  London -      1 

irttord  Library 

irvard    I'niveriity -- .      1 

iboken  Ferry  Company. 

«pli,  L.,  Milan,  Italy 

inois  Board  of  Ciiarities 9 

Labor  Bureau - -.   .    1 

iian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia -    -- 

diana  Labor  Bureau..- -- 1 

aianapolls  Public  Library-.  , 

wa  Grand  Masonic  Lodge  - 3 

*    Historical  Society 

'    State  Library --      i 

'    L^niversity -- 

maica  Commissioners,  Chicago - 1 

rsey  City  Public  Library .. 

hns  Hopkins  University -     -. 

nes,  Chas.  E,  Augusta,  Ga.- 

insas  Academy  of  Science 1 

"    Board  of  Agriculture 1 


APPENDIX.  23 

VnL       Pampli. 

Kans^is  Historical  Society -  -  1 

King,  H.  C,  N.  Y 1 

Kunz,  G.  F.,  N.  Y 5 

Lane,  G.  M.,  Detroit 1 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Public  Library -    ..  4 

Leonard,  C.  H.,  Detroit ..  1 

Lillibridge,  W.M.,  Detroit 9 

Littlefleld,  Geo.  E,  Boston 5 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library 3 

Lynn  Public  Library 1 

McCracken,  S.  B.,  Detroit. ..  1 

McMillan,  Jas.,  Detroit 10 

Malmonides  Library,  N.  Y ..       *.      1 

Manchester,  Eng.,  Public  Library 1 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public  Library - _ 1 

Mandell,  A.,  Detroit _ 174  22 

Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of 2 

*  *             ,  Institute  of  Technology 1  2 

*•  Railroad  CJommisioners 1 

'•  StateLibrary 5 

Mechanics'  Association,  N.  Y. . .  l 

Mexican  Centr^H  Railway 1 

Michigan  Agricultural  College .     ..  12 

*'         Itoard  of  Charities 2 

"         Geological  Survey 1 

**         Historical   Society 89  14 

*'       Labor   Bureau. 1 

'*       MiningSchool : 2 

"       Normal  School 

Secretary  of  State... 4 

State  Library 7  12 

Superintendents  of  Poor  ...  1 

**       University ..  4 

Milwaukee  Public  Library ..  6 

Minneapolis  Public  Library 1  8 

Minnesota,  Dept.  of  Public  Instruction 1 

Mizner,  T.  W.,  Detroit - I 

Moncrief,  J.  W.,  Franklin,  Ind j 

Monroe,  W.  S.,  Palo,  Alto,  Cal — '.. 1 

National  W.  C.  T.  U,.  Chicago 2 


it 
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Nebraska  Historical  Swiety I 

Newark  Public  Library >    ,. 

New  Itedford  noarrt  or  Trade.-- 

Public  Llbrarj- --  -- 

Xewburgh,  K.  Y.,  City  Library --        -- 

New  Haven  Public  Library 

Sew  Jersey  Adjutant  General --_-      1 

"  Industrial  School  forffirls -. 

"  Labor  Bureau -' --      1 

"  Prison  Board - 

"  State  Library- 1 

New  South  Wales  Government  Board - 1 

NewtoD  Free  Library ' 

New  York  Civil  Service  Commission 2 

"       Forest  Com  mtssto  a - 1 

"       Labor  Bureau 2 

"       State  Library  .- 

"        LTnlverslty - 4 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library .'.    .- 

"       Mercantile  Library- 

'■       Y.  M.  C.  A.  Library - 

Oberl  i  n  College - .  -'. 

Ohio  Historical  Society - 1 

"    Met-eorological  Bureau 

Omaha  Public  Library 

Ost-erhi)Ut  Library,  Wilkesbarre - -  -      1 

Parvln,  T.  S.,  Grand  Rapids,  la .. 

Paterson  Public  Library --- 

Pattengill,  H.  R,  J.aminfc - -      1 

Pennsylvania  University 1 

Peoria  Public  Library 

Philadelphia,  Apprentices'  Library 

City  Institute - 

"  Library  Company 

"  Times 

Plymouth,  Eng.,  Public  Library 

Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn 

Princeton  College 2 

Providence  Public  Library 

"  Record  Commissioners 1 
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Vol.       P^unph. 

Reynolds  Library,  Rochester 2 

Rippey,  J.  N.,  Muskegon 1 

Riverside,  CaL,  Public  Library ..- ..  1 

Robinson,  C.  E.,  X.  Y 1 

Rosengarten,  J,  G.,  Philadelpiiia 1 

Roy,  Protap  Chundra,"  Calcutta 1 

Royal  Society  of  Canada. _ 1 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Public  Library- 1 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Librarj'' 1 

"        Public  Library 2 

St.  Paul  Public  Library _-..*-... ..  2 

Salem  Public  Library .  .      1  10 

San  Francisco  Mechanics  Institute . .  2 

'*              Mercantile  Library - 1 

Scranton  Public  Library 1  1 

Searight,  J.  A.,  Unlontown  Pa. _.- 1 

Seattle  Public  Library — ' 1 

SiouxCity  Public  Library. 1 

Smithsonian  Institution .    16  17 

Southern  Calif,  Bureau  of  Information 1 

Southern  Historical  Society : 1 

Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library _ 12 

Stearns,  Fred'k,  Detroit ,, 102  1 

Sterling,  J.  T.,  Detroit _.     ..  21 

Stevens,  R  F.,  London 2 

Stocking,  Wm.,  Detroit -..      1 

Sunset  Club,  Chicago . .      2 

Swan,  Rob't  T.,  Boston..- 1 

Tacoma  Academy  of  Science 1 

Tennesee  }V)ard  of  Health 6 

Tiepke,  H.  E.,  Providence 1 

Tokio,  Japan,  Public  Library .-- ..  1 

Tomlinson,  Frances,  Council  Bluffs 1 

TorontoPublic  Library 2 

U.  S.  Bureau  of  American  Republics 9  9 

**         "       Education 7  17 

"         '*       Marine  Hospital  Service .-  18 

"         **       Pat<?nts..- 5  1 

''       Steam  Navigation 3 

**          Civil  Service  Commission 1 


Interior. 

142 

Navv 

K*-t..mc- ... 

Slate. 

20 

Treasun- 

5 

War.. 

IJihor. 

.i 

2 

lerw  Cum  mission 

1 

C'Ktit  aoil  ileodetif  Si 
>^partme.nt  of  .\KricuIti 


-b  Conimis-io 
-olii:ii.-al  Siirvf 
iter-iaic  Comi 


ij-^rvi-i(ia  Inspector  of  Steam  IbnU'r 

irv-on  tivnenil. 

Pacillf  Railway. -- 

•■n - 

da  Consul.  iK'tmit 

It   Tnlveisitv 

.('.  1..  Detroit _ 

.J.  It.  C"ii.-o«l.  S.  H 

?.  Ihivjd.  IJetroit 

muse.  S..  St.  r^mis  .    . 

I.  Mrs.  S.  C  Detroit 

W.  S..  X.  V 

lam.  Eiisr..  Public  Library 

•n.  a.  I!i.>ton 

B.  S..  |).'rn:it 

■II,  N.  II.  Miniieapi.lis     ._ 

>ni  Fisli  CoruLiiUsioi)  .     .       

Ilist.irical  S.K^'iely  _ 

Ijtbir  Itiireau 

SiipLofSi-liiwils.      -      -. 

terPoiytei-lmic  Institute  

Puhiic  Libran- _. 

niversity ,. 

Tdial 


I 

1-- 
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BOARD    OF    COMMISSIONERS 


OF  THE 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  OF  DETROIT. 


Jkienihem.  Address.  Term  Expires, 

EoAVix  l\  CoNELY- 13  Butler  Building Jan.  1,  189f). 

Obo.    S.  HosMEii,   ...City  Hall "  1S97. 

Hrkwert  Bowen, .81  Moffat  Building _..  **  181)8. 

Hbntiiy  a.  Harmon U  Buhl  Block **  1899. 

Richard  Storrs  Willis.  46  Moffat  Building "  1900. 

'>rAO>fX"s  BuTZEL 58  Griswold  Street "  1901. 

.Tofix   15.  Clark,  M.  D 18  John  R.  Street, E,r  offlcio. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION,  1895. 

Richard  Storrs  Willis _._  President. 

Hexry  a.  Ha  rmon Vice-President. 

Herbert  Bowen _ Secretary. 

^  V.  B.  Harper,  Ex  offlcio ...Treasurer. 

*  


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

^    *      O/i   Books Messrs.  Bowen,  Willis,  Conely,  Butzel. 

C^         Of*'   Jidministration.. Messrs.  Harmon,  IIosmer,  Butzel. 

!    "*       (y,i    F'inance Messrs.  Conely,  Hosmer,  Clark. 

'  Librarian  and  Superintendent Henry  M.  Utley. 


- 


LIBRARY    STAFF. 


Librarian Hkxrt  M.  ITxi-EV. 

AnMant  LSrrariant—hvcw^   R  GrLMORB,   Norman  C.  Pbrkixs. 
Sakah  a.  Cociiraxe. 

Library  AtMutantK—yLary  Emma  Ladue,  Marv  Ganley,  Helea  C  Bates, 
Nellie  T.  Kelley,  Amy  F.  WatsoD.  Mary  &  Ketch- 
um.  Lollle  Boehnletn,  Mary  R.  McLeod,  Mabel 
J.  Ramsay.  Aonie  Mitcbell,  Jessie  C.  Chase.  Mar- 
garet Stocking,  Louisa  Cooover,  Edith  L.  Ivuapp. 

Temporary  AstistanU  and  Substittite»—4ira(»  L.  Purchase,  Walfrid 
L.  Brudia.  Bessie  Manchester,  Aoiela  H.  E>oray, 
Bessie  B.  Brow,  Mary  Conover,  Edith  C.  Kelsea, 

Reading  Room  .4//fndon(ji- .Santli  E.  IViil.  Slatie  Patton. 

Reference  Room  Alteadnntii—\Ai.z\Q  HiirsI,  Mary  Mylcr. 


Sundiig  Attendant— C\\ar\c:i  Stark. 

Mriuenger—ilt^nry  Bnider. 

CotUctor—ChATlcs  E.  Hall. 

J((ni/w— Charles  Hack. 

Jan»(or'«^*>i8(an(«— Annie  McDermntt,  Susan  Fisher. 

Bindery  Repair  Sfto/)— Charles  L.  Bnidin,  Kittle  flarland. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

To  the  Board  of  Education: 

Gentlemen: — In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  law,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  your  Hon.  Body  the 
condition  of  the  Public  Library  for  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1394.     I  respectfully  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary and  that  of  the  Librarian  as  a  part  of  my  own. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  exhibits  the  condition  of  our 
fiiiances,  the  gross  receipts  and  disbursements,  together  with 
the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer.     The  amount  now 
at  the  disposal  of  this  Commission  includes  the  sum  required 
for  the  next  six  months  for  general  library  purposes  and  also 
the  sum  set  apart  as  a  sinking  fund  to  be  ready  for  use  when 
the  time  arrives  for  furnishing  the  enlarged  Library  Build- 
ing, for  which  a  growing  and  almost  urgent  necessity  exists. 
The  report  of  the  Librarian  exhibits  a  steady  increase  of 
the  use  the    general  public  makes  of  the  Library.     This  in- 
crease is  not  only  noticeable  in  the  number  of  books  drawn  for 
home  reading,  but  is  especially  gratifying  when  viewing  the 
use  which  is  made  of   library  privileges  in  the  Reading  and 
Beference-library    rooms.     The   attractive    and    convenient 
arrangements  of   the  latter  invite    the    steady    attendance 
of  earnest  readers,  who  find  in  the  large  collection'  of  books 
of  reference,  Scientific  and  Technical  works,  and  in  the  con- 
siderable supply  of  Art  books,  an  ever  failing  source  of  infor- 
mation, and  this  practical  use  demonstrates  satisfactorily  the 
furnishing  of  this  department. 
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I  find  in  tlie  practical  use  which  is  made  of  this  depari- 
ment  where  the  very  best  of  literature  is  supplied,  an  en- ' 
conragement  to  contiaue  to  purchase  the  more  cost  y  and 
rare  pcblications  whereby  this  Library  should  and  must  gain 
a  promioence  among  kiodred  institutions  of  the  land  and 
continue  to  be  a  credit  to  our  city.  I  also  recommend,  as 
far  as  soch  can  be  properly  done,  the  curtailment  of  the 
acquisition  of  such  works  of  fiction  which  serve  chiefly  the 
imagination  and  scarcely  an  educational  purpose. 

During  the  past  year,  a  number  of  complaints  reached 
the  executive  officers  about  the  vexatious  delay  which  ou 
certain  days  and  hours  seemed  to  tax  the  patience  of  those 
who  desired  to  draw  books  from  the  Library.  The  limited 
room  at  disposal  to  accomodate  a  growing  clientage  pleads  in 
itself  a  proper  excuse;  nevertheless,  the  employment  of  extra 
help  has  tended  to  remove  much  of  the  cause  for  complaint 
While  many  frivolous  complaints  find  publicity  which  by  ft 
simpler  direct  report  to  any  officer  of  the  Library  would 
bring  correction  were  such  needed,  I  nevertheless  invite  the 
press  and  public  for  coutiiiued  suggestions  for  improvements 
in  any  department  of  this  Library.  In  this  connection  I 
bear  testimony,  as  in  prior  reports,  to  the  general  good  con- 
duct of  all  employes  of  this  institution. 

I  believe  that  this  Commission  enjoys  the  confidence  of 
the  entire  people  of  this  city,  that  money  appropriated  forand 
entrusted  to  the  uses  of  the  Library  is  properly  and  econom- 
ically used  and  safely  taken  care  of.  The  savings  laid  by  tor 
a  few  years  past  are  destined  to  help  to  lessen  taxation  when 
the  time  arrives  for  the  use  such  savings  are  proposed  to  Ecrve. 

In  view  of  this  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  enter  a  prot^'st 
against  any  attempt  to  curtail  the  income  of  the  Library. 
Such  an  attempt  I  find  in  the  proposed  law  reorganizing  the 
School  District  of  Detroit,   as  appears  to  have  been  inUn- 


LIBRARY  COMMISSION  REPORT  OF  1894.  7 

dnced  in  the  State  Ijegislature  by  the  Hon.  Senator  W.  G. 
Thompson  of  this  city.  I  accord  the  Hon.  gentleman  a 
most  friendly  disposition  toward  this  Commission,  but  when 
he  proposes  to  abrogate  our  own  Treasurer  and  merge  the 
appropriations  for  Library  purposes  with  the  City  Treasury, 
he  deprives  this  public  institution  of  a  considerable  amount 
usually  obtained  for  interest  on  our  deposit  from  our  Treas- 
urer, and  the  least  we  can  claim,  if  the  proposed  law  is  passed, 
is  that  an  amendment  thereto  shall  secure  to  this  Commission 
the  same  rate  of  interest  on  its  unexpended  balances  as  the 
City  derives  for  such  money  from  the  custodians  of  its  funds. 

At  the  same  time  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  declare  that  the 
proposed  innovation  cannot  serve  a  good  purpose,  since  the 
direct  dealings  of  this  Commission  with  its  own  Treasurer 
simplifies  business,  establishes  a  perfect  control  between  the 
City  Controller  and  our  financial  officers,  gives  the  Library 
the  benefit  of  domestic  and  foreign  exchange  free  of  charge, 
and  gives  those  who  deal  with  the  Library  the  benefit  of  a 
direct  bank  check  instead  of  the  more  "red  tape"  formalities 
of  payment  through  the  city  officers,  and  lastly  secures  to  us 
the  prompt  and  exact  interest  at  the  end  of  each  month  from 
a  Treasurer  whose  bond  is  ample  to  guard  against  loss. 

In  course  of  the  past  year  the  presence  of  disorderly 
persons  around,  and  in  one  case  of  robbery  in,  the  Library 
prompted  this  Commission  to  solicit  protection  from  the 
Board  of  Metropolitan  Police.  The  prompt  response  to  our 
request  by  furnishing  day  and  night  watches,  entitles  them 
to  our.  thanks,  herewith  tendered. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Detroit,  Jan.  5,  1895.  MAQMUS  BUTZEL, 

President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


To  the  CoMmif^i'/nerg  of  t',e  Pm'nir  Li'irtirif: 

In  ctMnpliance  «i:!i  tbe  Bales.  I  soboitt  a  statement  of 
tLe  receipts  and  dUbDrsements  of  Hbranr  moneys  dnring  the 
caleiHlar  year  1"^. and  a^  ihehalaiK«s  io  theGeoeral  Fund 
sod  in  the  Sew  Library  BniMing  Fund  at  the  close  of  the 
year. 

It  Ehonld  be  noderptooit  that  the  fiscal  year  o£  the  Li- 
brary Commis?i»D  enJs  De-.-ember  SI.  whiie  that  of  the  City 
of  Detroit  ends  Jane  :>"»-  The  l>alance  in  the  General  Knnd, 
therefore,  con.^titotes  the  working  fands  of  the  Commission 
for  the  ensnini:  sis  months. 

GENERAL  rrN[t.  l-i^. 

REi  E;rT-^ 

Baliiticp  i.n  }iand  Jantjarr  l>t S26,tt8S,43 

TiuTaie^.  lY.'i _iai.010.I4 

IvC _ 3.:rte,49 

'■        ■■       ItR-k  lasf^i wi.Si 

38,768.15 

Co.  Trea-iirer,  Fine*  and  i^naUi.~i _..  ii,395,i»n 

Interest  imdeim-it- l,13<>.t>l 

Lihrarj  Fine* _.  I.lOi.8.> 

Sali<of  catal'«ue* - 9B,0-> 

li'-.k~M.lfi __ _  22.23 

FtirliKt  b.-.k-s S.-,,fl-j 

Itebaifon  bill* 41,02 

Fnim  nii*pellaneo\i:i  *iiiin\'s 31,57 

Tot:il  r.v.-l|>t*  tTft,3?M,<il 
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GENERAL  FUND,  1894. 


EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  for  bookvS  and  pamphlets  .-. 913,543,64 

periodical  subscriptions 1,234,08^ 

binding  and  repair  of  books 5,118,68 

light 2,445,07 

fuel 640,71 

printing  and  stationery 583,86 

labor  and  supplies 485,70 

pcistage 183,60 

freight  and  express 226,15 

furniture 655,87 

repairs  to  building  and  grounds 1 ,806,24 

insurance 416,45 

miscellaneous 163,60 

salaries,  library  service 17,069,73 

"      janitor  service 1,924,00 

printing  and  binding  catalogues.- 3,686,60 

Amount  transferred  to  New  Library  Building  Fund 15,000,00 

Total  disbursements $65,183,98 

Balance  in  General  Fund  December  31 14,200,95 


NEW  LIBRARY  BUILDING  FUND,  1894. 

o 

Balance  on  hand  January  1st - 15,000,00 

!    Interest  on  fund 618,75 

'    Appropriation  for  the  year 15,000,00 

I    Balance  on  hand  December  31 $30,618,75 

i  Respectfully  submited, 

HERBERT  BOWEN, 

Secretary. 


"■f 
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KEPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


2o  the  Cornmissionei'S  of  the  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen: — Herewith  I  submit  my  10th  annual  report 
as  librarian,  giving  the  usual  statistics  of  the  library  for  the 
year  1894. 

There  have  been  no  events  worthy  of  special  mention  in 
the  history  of  the  institution  during  the  year.  The  use  of  all 
departments  has  steadily  grown.  That  of  the  reference  de- 
partment in  particular  shows  the  remarkable  increase  of  124 
per  cent,  over  that  of  the  next  preceeding  year.  This  is  the 
result  of  opening  the  beautiful  and  convenient  room  for  the 
special  use  of  those  who  come  to  the  library  to  study.  This 
showing  illustrates  the  demand  for  such  conveniences  and 
fully  justifies  the  expense  which  the  commission  incurred  in 
fitting  up  the  room.  At  the  same  time  it  suggests  the  neces- 
sity for  other  like  conveniences. 

A  great  number  of  children  come  to  the  library,  and 
complaint  has  sometimes  been  made  that  they  are  altogether 
too  much  in  the  way  of  their  elders.  But,  under  the  rnles, 
their  rights  are  the  same  as  adults,  and  we  cannot  lose  sight 
of  the  fact  that  it  was  largely  on  their  account  that  the  li- 
brary was  established.  A  reading  room  for  them  is  quite  de- 
sirable and  if  any  space  can  be  found  in  the  present  building 
suitable  for  such  purpose  I  earnestly  advocate  iibs  preparation. 
If  this  want  cannot  be  filled,  it  forms  another  strong  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  enlarging  the  building.  There  are 
many  other  good  reasons  for  such  improvement  at  the  earliest 
practicable  day,  as  will  be  apparent  to  any  person  who  comes 
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into  the  library  during  any  busy  hour.  The  space  devoted 
to  the  circulating  department  is  wholly  inadequate  for  the 
purpose.  The  difficulty  might  be  partially  overcome  for  the 
time  being  by  the  establishment  of  delivery  stations.  But 
several  would  be  required,  if  any,  and  they  are  likely  to  be 
somewhat  expensive.  Neither  is  it  certain  that  they  would 
be  satisfactory  to  the  public.  Although  the  subject  has  been 
agitated  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  by  the  library  authorities 
for  the  past  three  years,  there  has  never  l>een  any  evidence 
of  a  popular  demand  for  such  stations. 

Through  some  minor  modifications  in  the  charging  sys- 
tem'in  use,  the  work  has  been  greatly  facilitated,  and  the 
public  are  now  served  more  promptly  than  ever  before. 

The  plan  of  exhibiting  to  the  public  all  new  books  two 
full  days  before  they  are  put  into  circulation  has  been  tried 
with  satisfaction.  Under  this  arrangement  no  new  books  are 
reserved  in  advance  of  their  preparation  for  the  shelves.  At 
the  time  when  they  are  announced  to  be  ready  they  are  given 
out  to  the  first  persons  who  apply.  This  plan  seemed  to  be 
necessary  in  order  to  break  up  an  abuse  of  the  system  by 
which,  under  the  rule,  the  deposit  of  a  penny  entitled  the  ap- 
plicant to  the  reservation  of  a  book,  and  notice  when  it  is 
ready  for  delivery.  Certain  shrewd  individuals  who  watched 
the  book  announcements  and  reviews  were  in  the  habit  every 
week  of  handing  in  ten  cents  and  a  list  of  attractive  new 
books.  80  many  of  these  lists  accumulated  that  an  outsider 
stood  no  chance  of  getting  a  new  book  inside  of  a  year,  unless 
a  large  number  of  copies  was  bought.  After  books  are  once 
in  circulation  they  come  under  the  rule  and  may  be  reserved, 
as  heretofore.  The  plan  of  exhibiting  new  books  also  gives 
patrons  of  the  library  an  opportunity  to  inspect  the  new  books 
and  to  pass  judgement  on  them  thereby,  a  privilege  which 
appears  to  be  highly  appreciated. 
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Daring  the  year  the  supplemental  general  catalog   was     i 
iBBned.     It  makes  a  very  handsome  volume  oE  about  900  pages    , 
and  seems  to  be  highly  appreciated  by  patrons  of  the  library,    i 
A  new  catalog  of  English  prose  fiction  was  also  issaed  early 
in  the  year.     A  new  catalog  of  books  in  the  German  langnage 
is  now  in  aEorward  state  of  preparation.     Preliminary  to  this    ' 
the  old  books  in  that  language  and  a  oonsiderable  list  of  ac- 
cessions have  been  classified  and  numbered   to  correspond 
with  the  system  in  use  in  other  parts  of  the  library. 

The  great  increase  in  the  use  of  books  has  caused  a  great 
increase  in  the  cost  of  rebinding,  the  bills  for  which  Trere 
lai^r  than  ever  before.  This  is  inevitable.  The  whole  nom- 
ber  of  volumes  bound  and  rebound  was  6,866  and  the  number 
repaired  was  5,834,  while  1,682  were  resewed  and  put  back 
into  the  old  covers.  All  the  binding  was  done  by  contract  in 
various  binderies  in  the  city,  the  average  cost  of  the  work,  of 
all  styles  and  of  all  sizes  of  books  being  about  61  cents  per 
volume.  All  the  resewing  and  repairing  was  done  in  the 
bindery  in  the  library. 

In  presenting  the  statistics  of  circulation  I  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  they  are  of  neceBsity  below  the  actual  use. 
Though  the  books  given  out  for  hnme  reading  are  couuted 
from  day  to  day,  there  are  about  4,000  library  books  at  all 
times  iu  the  hands  of  the  pupilsof  the  public  schools.  These 
are  in  constant  circulation  from  the  school  houses  and,  of 
course,  cannot  be  counted  at  the  library,  except  when  they 
are  sent  out  from  here,  about  four  or  five  times  a  year.  So 
with  the  library  reading.  All  the  Ixjoks  in  the  i-eferenee  room 
are  open  to  the  public  who  help  themselves  thereto,  if  they 
so  desire.  Although  the  room  attendants  keep  track,  so  far 
83  practicable,  of  the  books  brought  in  from  the  main  book 
room,  yet,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  there  are  many  books 
used  of  which  they  have  no  account.     Permits  are  frequently 
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^ven.  to  persons  to  go  into  the  galleries.  Such  persons  often 
make  use  of  many  books,  and  of  these  no  record  can  be  made. 
£  b.a^e  not  thought  it  best  to  undertake  any  estimates,  as  they 
conoid  be  merely  wild  guesses,  but  have  given  here  the  figures 
fuimished  me  by  the  library  attendants  who  make  a  daily 
recoTd  from  actual  count 

The  population  of  the  city,  according  to  the  census  taken 
\>y  fhe  State  authorities  in  June  last,  was  238,264. 

The  number  of  library  card  holders  has  increased  2,500 

during  the  year.    The  following  shows  the  number  issued  in 

ea.cli  year  named: 

Library  cards  issued  in  1890  5  492 

"     "     1891  5  433 

"     "     1892  4  959 

**     **     1893  5  585 

**     "     1894  6  149 

Total  outstanding  cards.      27  375 

BOOK  ACCESSIONS. 

No.  of  books  in  tlie  Library  Jan.  1, 1894,  123  828 

Added  since  by  purchase, 8  282. 

**         gift--.l 573. 

"  "         binding  periodicals    468.  9  323 

Total 133  151 

Withdrawn,  destroyed  by  fire 26 

"        condemned,  worn  out. I  777 

•*         lost 85 

'*        sold  and  exchanged -. .     71  1959 

No.  of  books  Jan.  1,  1895,  131  192 

**  **  "  /   1885,  56  668 

Increase  in  tea  years,  74  524 

i  This  is  an  increase  of  over  131  per  cent. 

k  Of  the  85  boolcB  reported  lost  during  the  year,  all  have  been  paid 

for  but  two  and  In  those  cases  the  matter  is  in  the  hands  of  an  attor- 
ney for  prosecution. 

Of  the  1  862  reported  lost  and  worn  out,  all  but  90  were  fiction. 

[ 
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,  USB  OF  BOOKS. 

The  library  was  open  309  days  for  the  drawing  of  books  for  bom^ 
reading  and  364  days  for  consultation  of  books  in  the  building.  i 

No.  of  books  drawn  out  for  home  reading  374  976 

consulted  in  the  library  293  281 


it 


Total  use  of  bound  books  in  1894 

(t  K  u  a  1893 

Increase  in  1894 
Total  No.  books  circulated  in  1894 
Unbound  periodicals  ** 


<( 


668 

257 

476 

315 

191 

942 

668  257 

186  115 

Total  use  in  1894  854  372 

Total  use  in  1884  138  098 

Thus  the  use  of  the  library  the  past  year  shows  an  increase  of. 
more  than  518  per  cent,  over  its  use  ten  years  ago. 

The  daily  circulation  of  books  drawn  for  home  reading  is  shown 
in  the  following  table: 


1893. 

1894. 

Months. 

No. 
Days. 

Total 
Circulation. 

Average 
Per  Day. 

No. 
Days. 

Total 
Circulation 

PerlS>-. 

January 

February  

March 

April 

25  . 

24 

27 

25 

27 

26 

25 

27 

26 

26 

25 

25 

29  877 
31  610 
33  663 

29  954 

25  076 
21  562 
23  ZU 

26  159 

30  989 

30  435 

31  521 
30  243 

1  195 

1  317 

1  246 

1  198 

928 

829 

936 

969 

1  192 

1  170 

1  260 

1  210 

26 
24 
27 
25 
27 
26 
25 
27 
25 
27 
25 
25 

38  715 
36  544 
36  962 
32  000 
27  985 

25  162 

26  229 
29  481 
29  867 

29  954 
31  749 

30  328 

1  489 
1  522 
1  369 
1  280 

May 

1  036 

June 

968 

July 

1  049 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

1  092 

1  l»i 
1  109 
1  269 
1   213 

Total..... 

308 

344  473 

1  118 

309 

374  976 

1  210 

{ 
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The  following  shows  the  per  centage  of  circulation  of  the  books 
of  the  several  classes: 

CLASS.          LIBRARY  RBADINtf.          HOMB  BBADINO.  TOTAL. 

Cyclopedias,                  11.80  5.65 

^ound  Periodicals,       20.15  1.23  10.29 

Philosophy,                    2.14  .74  1.42 

Religion,                        3.11  1.22  2.18 

Sociology,                        3.88  1.26  2.52 

Philology,                        3.61  .17  J. 82 

Science,                          4.  1.49  2.7 

Useful  Arts,                   9.8  1.5  5.47 

Fine  Arte,                     15.43  1.22  8.03 

liiterature,                     6.34                    .  3.             '  4.55 

History,                          5.93  3.23  4.47 

Travel,                           5.1  2.68  3.84 

Biography,                    5.18  2.53  3.8 

Fiction,                          2.  72.90  38.96 

Books  in  German,          .39  4.86  2.72 

French,             .45  .76  .61 

Polish,              .6  1.21  .92 

other  lang*s      .09  .05 


Total 100,00  100,00  100,00 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  subinitte<l, 

H.  M.  UTLEY,  Librarian. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COLLECTOR. 


k  ^^  «-«  ^  «  «%  «^  #-%^ 


Sib  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  year 
1894  there  has  been  drawn  on  regular  cards  from  the  Library, 
and  retained  for  fourteen  days  beyond  the  time  allowed  by 
the  Library  rules;  three  hundred  and  sixty-six  books.  The 
slips  for  these  books  have  been  given  me  for  collection  and 
of  the  entire  number  all  have  been  returned  to  the  Li- 
brary, replaced  by  new  books,  or  paid  for,  except  two.  En- 
closed please  find  duplicate  collection  cards  of  the  two  miss- 
ing books  with  remarks  showing  why  they  were  not  also 
paid  for  or  returned. 

Bespectfully. 
Tour  Obedient  Servant 
To  C.  E.  HALL, 

Mr.  Henry  M.  Utley,  Collector. 

Supt  Public  Library, 

Detroit,  Mich. 
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No.  Volumei  at 

Llbrarr  Read-g 

Yew. 

CDdotVev. 

durlDBYeu. 

1806  ' 

18ffl 

i5,oao 

1868 

16,620 

1869 

17.586 

1870 

18,717 

1871 

21,131 

7,200 

1572 

--  22,115 

9,200 

1873 

22,882 

10.100 

1874:.... 

- -  2i,n8 

10,200 

1875 

24,903 

11,000 

1878 

---  33,604 

11,500 

1877 

37,703 

12,000. 

1878 

39.013 

15,000 

1879 

40,358 

15,000 

1880 

1882 

50,605 

1883 

53.621 

13,314 

188* 

56,668 

11,722 

1885 

1887 

80,167 

22.245 

1888 

85,622 

23.964 

1889  .... 

91,693 

44,416 

1890 

101,350 

64,060 

1891 

108,720 

81,430 

1892 

115,661 

122,963 

1893 

123,828 

131,842 

1891 

131,192 

293,281 

aeReullQE 

ToaiUx 

ing  Year. 

during  Year. 

4,700 

15,000 

:»,000 

35,000 

40,000 

40,000 

45,600 

52,800 

98,000 

io7:aoo 

1 15,01-0 

125,100 

145,000 

155.200 

148,000 

159,000 

148,000 

159,500 

150,000 

162,000 

184,200 

199,200 

185,500 

204500 

113,585 

135,585 

116,932 

128,9K 

102.610 

11  ^.M2 

114,960 

128,274 

126,376 

138,09« 

134,068 

149,619 

147.616 

167.285 

181,921 

204,1(» 

206,437 

240,401 

219,668 

264.08* 

228,817 

292,877 

274,060 

355,480 

315,888 

438,851 

344,473 

478,315 

i 


APPENDIX  B. 

■  ■  ■  ■ 
Follo^ng  are  the  names  of  donors  to  the  Library  during 
the  year,  with  the  number  of  volumes  and  pamphlets  given  by 
each : 

Vol.       Pampli. 

A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  Boston ..-_ 7 

Aj^uilar  Free  Library,  N.  Y 1 

Allegheny,  Carnegie  Library..- 1 

American  Bimetal ic  League,  Washington ; 8 

American  Economic  Association,  Chicago 1 

American  Folk  lore  Society,  Boston.' _ 1 

American  Forestry  Association,  Washington 1 

American  Humanitarian  League,  Providence. i . . .      1 

American  Home  Missionary  Society,  N.  Y. 1  * 

American  Radiator  Company,  Chicago - . .      1 

American  Swedenborgian  Publishing  Society,  Boston.    12 

American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston 2 

Amherst  College _ __ 6 

Argentine  Commission,  Chicago 1 

Arizona,  Universityof _.  4 

Astor  Library,  ^.  Y 1 

Babcock.&  Wilcox,  N.  Y 1 

Balch.  S.  W.,  Yonkers _ 1 

Rarbour,  L.  L.,  Detroit _  1 

Boston  Board  of  Health 1 

Boston  Public  Library. 1  8 

Bowdoin  College. 2 

Bridgeport  (Conn.)  Public  Library   1 

BttUdway  Central  Hotel,  N.  Y _ 1 

Brookl I ne  (Mass.)  Public  Library .3 

Brooklyn  Ethical  Association 1 

Brooklyn  Library _ _ _ 2 
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Vol. 

Brooklyn  Union  for  Church  Work 1 

Brymner,  D.,  Ottawa 1 

Buffalo  Charity  Organization -.     --  1 

Buflfalo  Historical  Society --- -  1 

Buffalo  Library _ I 

Burr,  W.  IL,  Detroit 4  6 

Burr,  Mrs.  W.  H.,  Detroit _ 1 

Butte  Public  Library _ 1 

California  Fish  Commission .._ _._   *1 

California  Mining  Bureau. .- 1 

California  Pioneers,  Society  of  --- 1 

California  State  Library -     --  1 

California,  University  of 1  5 

Canada  Geological  Survey •_ .-  1 

Canada,  Koyal  Society  of ---      I 

Carlisle,  Fred.,  Detroit 2 

Cayuga  Historical  Society 6  5 

Chandler,  W.  E.,  Concord,  N.  H 1 

Chan ning  Club,  Boston 1 

Chase,  T.  W.,  Detroit 1 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade 1 

Chicago  Public  Library .-  1 

Chicago,  University  of 1 

Children  of  Shalam,  New  Mexico 1 

Cliilds,  G.  W.,  Philadelphia ...     ..  1 

Christian  Literature  Company,  N.  Y I 

Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce 1 

Cincinnati  Mercantile  Library ^      1 

Cincinnati  Public  Library 1  2 

Cincinnati,  University  of -^.-     --  1 

Clark,  Chas.  L.,  Detroit 1 

Clarke  &  Co.,  W.  B.,  Boston 1 

Clerkenwell  Public  Library,  London,  Eng 1 

Cleveland  Public  Library _ -.  10 

Cobden  Club,  London. 2 

Collins.  H.  O.,  Los  Angeles .   1 

Colorado,  University  of - 2 

Columbia  College _ _ __.      3  4 

Congregational  New  West  Ed.  Com.,  Chicago -.     ..  1 
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Vol.       Painph- 

Connecticut  Board  of  Health. 1  1 

Connecticut  Historical  Society... 1 

Connecticut  Labor  Bureau 1 

CorneU  University 14 

Croyden  (Eng.)  Public  Librar}'. 1 

O'Arcambel,  Mrs.  A.  L.,  Detroit 1 

Dayton  Public  Library 1 

De  Peyster,  J.  Watts,  N.  Y 1 

Detroit  Association  of  Charities 1 

Detroit  Board  of  Education 5 

Detroit  Board  of  Health. _ _ 4 

Detroit  Board  of  Trade.  ..z 1 

Detroit  City  Government 9 

Detroit  Museum  of  Art 1 

District  of  Columbia,  Commissioners  of 1 

Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia. .-  14 

Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  Public  Library 1 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore 1 

Erichsen,  Dr.  H.  Detroit. 40  100 

Essex  Institute,  Salem 5 

Ewing,  Thos.,  N.  Y ..  1 

B^armer,  Silas,  Detroit 1  12 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago. 1 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Yt 1 

Ford,  C.  L.,  Ann  Arbor 1 

Forster,  C.  IT,  Detroit 2 

Foster,  L.  S.,  N.  Y. - 1 

Friends  Book  Association,  Philadelphia — 1 

Friends  Free  Library,  Germantown 1 

Garrison,  F.  J.,  Boston 7 

Grand  Rapids  Board  of  Education _ 1 

Grand  Rapids  Public  Library 1  2 

Great  Britain,  Commissioner  of  Patents 24 

Great  Yarmouth  (Eng.)  Public  Library --  1 

Green,  S.  A.,  Boston 4  200 

Grey,  O-  H.,  Carson  City,  Neb 1 

Hamilton  (Ont.)  Public  Library 1 

Harlem  Library 1 

Hartford  Public  Library 2 
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Vol. 

Harvard  [Tuiversity 1 

Ileatli,  D.  a,  Bostou.  ,- -..- 

Helena  Public  Library -- 

Hepner,  A.,  St.  Louis. 

Hickcox,  J.  H.,. Washington 

Holland  Society,  N.  Y _ 1 

lies,  Geo.,  N.  Y __ _ 1 

Illinois  Labor  Jiurcau. 1 

Indian  Riglits  AssoclatloQ,  Phlladeliihia -. 

Indiana  Labor  Bureau \ 

Iowa  Geological  Survey. .  _ _ _ .      1 

Iowa,  LTniversity  o( -- 

Jas.  Prendei^ast  Library,  Jamestown. 1 

.lerome,  T.  S.,  Detroit.. -- 

Jersey  City  Public  Library -    -. 

Johns  Hopkins  University .. 

Jones,  H.  G.,  Detroit. 38 

Kansas  Hoard  of  Agriculture. 

Kastelic,  fi.  A.,  Mexico. 

King,  H.C.,  Brooklyn -- 

Kosciaszico  Society,  Detroit... _-- 

Lafayette  Public  Library. 

Lawrence  Public  Library. . 

Leiand  Stanford  University 

Lenox  Library,  N.  Y. 

Leyton  (Eng.)  i'ublic  Library. 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library --     -- 

Lynn  Public  Library -     .. 

McMillan,  Ja.s.,  Detroit 1 

Maimonides  Library,  N.  V .- 

Maine  Geological  Society 1 

Manchester  (N.  H.j  Public  Library, -.-     .. 

Manchester  (Eng.)  Public  Library -  - 

Mas.*.  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity 1 

MaM.s.  Commissioners  of  Public  Records ._ 

Mass.,  Commonwealth  of - -..-      1 

Mass.  Institute  of  Technology 

Mass.  Lalxir  I  bureau ,.      4 

Mass.  Railroad  Commissioners I 
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Mechan  Ics  &  Tradesmen's  Stxjlety,  N.  Y 1 

Michl(^an  Agricultural  College -     --  8 

Michigan  Board  of  Corrections  and  Charities 1 

Michigan  Mining  School -.  2 

Michigan  Secretary  of  State 12 

Michigan  State  Library 6 

Michigan,  University  of 1  6 

Michigan  Central  Railroad 2 

Milwaukee  Public  Library 3 

Minneapolis  Public  Library 1  3 

Minnesota  Geological  Survey.  .._ --  4 

Minnesota  Zoological  Survey' - 1 

Morton,  Levi  P.,  N.  Y 1 

Nagelvoort,  J.  B.,  I>etroit 26  30 

National  Civil  Service  Reform  League. 1 

National  Divorce  Reform  League 2 

Nebraska  Historical  Society 1 

Nebraska,  University  of 2 

New  Bedford  Public  Library _ 1 

New  England  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co 1 

New  Haven  Public  Library 3 

New  Jersey,  Adj.  Gen : 1 

New  Jersey  Ind ustrial  School  for  Girls 1 

New  Jersey,  State  of 1 

New  Jersey,  State  Geologist -      4 

New  Jersey  State  Library 1 

New  London  Public  Library 1 

New  Orleans,  Howard  Library --  2 

New  York  Civil  Service  Commission _ 1 

New  York  Farmers 2 

New  York  Forest  Commission 2 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library _     --  1 

New 'York  Labor  l^ureau.  .- .-. 4 

New  York  Mercantile  Library 1 ..-    --  2 

New  York  State  Library 1  3 

^ewYork,  University  of 1  6 

New  York  Y.  M.  C.  A 1 

Newark  Public  Library 7 

Newton,  Simon, 'Detroit _ 1 
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VoL         Pampli. 

Newton  Public  Librar}' -     --  1 

Ohio  Meteorological  Bureau 1 

Owen,  O.  W.,  Detroit - 1 

Pa tt^ngil I,  H.  R.,  Lansing 1 

Pa wtucket  Public  Library - -  1 

Pearson  Memorial  Cora  ,  N.  Y -      1 

Penn.  College  of  Dental  Surgery --  1 

Peoria  Public  Library -  1 

Pettis.  Olive  G,  Breton - --  1 

Pliiladelpliia.  Apprentices' Library --  2 

Piiiladelphia  City  Institute .- 1 

Philadelphia  Library  Company -. 2 

Philadelphia  Public  Library -     --  4 

Philadelphia  Times --  1 

Plymouth  (Eng.)  Public  Library --  I 

Poole,  Wm.  F.,  Chicago 1 

Portland,  On.,  Public  Library --  12 

Protap  Chandra  Ray,  Calcutta 1 

Pratt  Insti  tute,  Brooklyn *. -  -  J 

Providence  Public  Library :. -  1 

Providence  Record  Commissioners -      3  J 

Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.,  Chicago. ..-     --  1 

Randall,  C.  D,  Coldwater 1 

Reynolds  Library,  Rociiester 1 

Rhode  Island  Labor  Bureau .-.      1 

Rippey,  J.  N.,  Elk  Rapids .     --  1 

St.  Joseph,  Mo  Public  Library .-     --  1 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library 1 

St.  Louis  Public  Library -  -  1 

St.  Paul  Public  Library. -.--.     --  1 

Salem  Public  Library 12 

San  Diego  Public  Library --  1 

San  Francl.sco  Mercantile  Library ._. 1 

San  Francisco  Public  Library -  -  1 

Scranton  Public  Li brarv .-     --  1 

Seaver.  E.  P.,  lioston ..  1 

Sheldon,  E.  S.,  Cambridge -.  1 

Shurly,  Dr.  E.  L.,  Detroit -.     ..  1 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Wash 17  9 


r* 


LIBRARY  COMMISSION  REPORT  OF  1894. 

Vol. 

Somerville  Public  Library 

Soutlxampton  (Eog.)  Public  Library. '. 

Spinning,  Hester  J.,  Detroit * 1 

Spri  ng-tleld,  Mass.  Public  Library.  _. 

Ste'wart,  W.  M.,  Washington. 

Swansea  (Wales)  Public  Library — 

Tacoma  City  Library 

Tauntou  Public  Library _ 

Tennessee  State  Board  of  Health. ^ 

Tokyo  (Japan)  Public  Library 

Topeka  Public  Library -     -. 

Toronto  Public  Library _ .._ 

Tulane  University _ 

U.  S-  Bureau  of  American  Republics -      5 

**  Education  ..- 13 

'*       Civil  Service  Commission. 1 

"       Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 5 

**       Department  of  Agriculture 16 

**  "  Interior _ 177 

*'  "  Navy 2 

*«  "  State.  _... 

•'  "  Treasury 10 

**  "  War 24 

*'  **  Labor _ 2 

*'       Fish  Commission _w 3 

**      Geological  Survey 2 

**       Interstate  Commerce  Commission 1 

**      Life  Saving  Service 2 

**      PatentOfflce 4 

'«    '  Supervising  Insp.  Steam  Vessels 4 

•«      Surgeon  General 1 

Union  Psicittc  Railroad _ 

Unknown _ 2 

Vanderbilt,  G.  W.,  N.  Y 1 

Van  Horn,  R.  M.,  Cincinnati 

Vermont,  University  of 

Votey,  Chas.,  Detroit 1 

Walker,  Mrs.  C.  L,  Detroit 7 


23 

Punpb. 


12 


8 

3 

189 

63 

2 

17 

85 


2 
1 


1 
1 
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Warren  County,  111.  Library --    -- 

Washington,  D.  C,  Citizens'  Association 

Wisconsin  Labor  Bureau 1 

Wisconsin  Supt.  Public  Instruction - -  - 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute -    -- 

Worcester  Public  Library - 

Yale  University _ _ I 

Zeballos,  Dr.  E.  iS.,  Washington _ 

Total -  573 


3 
1 

1 
1 

1 
4 
3 
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MEMBERS 


ADDRESS 


TERM  EXPIRES 


George  S.  Hosmer. 


City  Hall Jan'y  i,  1897 


Herbert  Bowen 81  MoflEat  Building 

Henry  A.  Harmon 14  Buhl  Block 

Richard  Storrs  Willis 46  Moffat  Building .* 

Magnus  Butzel 58  Griswold  Street 

C  Henri  Leonard,  M.  D 18  John.  R  Street 

John  E.  Clark,  iM.  D 18  John  R  Street  (ex-officio) 


1898 
1899 

IQOO 
I9OI 
1902 


OFHCERS  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION,  J896 


Richard  Storrs  Willis 
Henry  A.  Harmon 
Herbert  Bowen 
F.  B.  Harper  (ex-officio) 


President 
Vice-Presiden  t 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 

On  Boo^s--Messrs.  Bowen,  Willis,  Leonard,  Butzel 
On  Administration— Messrs.  Butzel,  Harmon,  Hosmer 
On  Finance — Messrs.  Hosmer,  Leonard,  Clark 


Librarian  and  Supef^fttendent—W.Y^sR\  M.  Utlky 


LIBRARY  STAFF. 


Librarian,  -  -  -  -  Henry  M.  Utley. 

Assistant  Librarians,    -  Lucian  B.  Gilmore,  Sarah  A.  Cochrane. 

Library  Assistants — Mary  Emma  Ladue,  Mary  Ganley,  Helen  C.  Bates, 

Helen  T.   Kelley,    Mary    S.  Ketchum,  Lollie   fioehnlein,    Mabel   J. 

« 

Ramsay,  Annie  Mitchell,  Jessie  C.  Chase,  Margaret  Stocking,  Louisa 

Conover,  Grace  L.  Purchase,  Walfrid  L.  Brudin,  Bessie  Manchester, 

Aniela  H.  Poray,  Bessie  B.  Brow. 
Temporary  Assistants  and  Substitutes— A.Gronkowski.Mary  Conover^ 

Alice  H.  Wright,  Susie  Edwards,  Agnes  Walls. 
Reading  Room  Attendants,  -  Sarah  E.  Doll,  Matie  Patton. 

Reference  Room  Attendants,  -  -  Lizzie  Hurst,  Mary  Myler. 

Pages,  -  Walter  Brandt,  Carl  Bachman,  Oscar  Lingeman« 

Sunday  Attendant,  -  -  -  Charles  Stark. 

Messenger,        -  .  .  .  .        Henry  Bruder. 

Collector,  .  .  .  .  Charles  E.  HalL 

Janitor,  -----        Charles  Hack. 

Janitor's  Assistants,  -  Annie 'McDermott,  Susan  Fisher, 

Bindery  Repair  Shop,    -  -       Charles  L.  Brudin,  Katie  Garland. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


*To  the  Board  of  Education: 

Gentlemen — The  IMiblie  Library  has  been  passing  through 
a  state  of  transition  the  past  year  from  the  construction  which 
has  been  going  on  for  the  enlargement  of  the  building.  All 
transitions  involve  a  certain  element  of  discomfort,  and  in  the 
present  instance  of  disturbance  and  disarray  in  the  rear  portion 
of  the  building  to  which  the  w'ork  is  confined,  wliich  we  were 
prepared  for  and  cheerfully  willing  to  meet.  But  the  Avholly 
unexpected  delay  of  the  work,  the  appai^nt  neglect  and  utter 
lack  of  push,  has  not  a  little  tried  the  |>atience  and  etpianimity 
of  the  Commission. 

The  Librarian,  who  in  addition  to  all  his  other  duties  has  fol- 
lowed up  and  constantly  urged  forward  the  work,  has  nuide 
everything  and  everybody  in  ihe  invaded  part  of  the  building  as 
comfortable  as  possible;  including  the  Commissioners,  who,  dis- 
possessed of  their  official  quarters  in  their  bi-monthly  meetings, 
ha4  to  be  relegated  to  the  basement,  or  catacombs  of  the  insti- 
tution; but  which  cryptic  retreat  being  comfortably  heated  for 
winter  use,  ventilated  and  lighted,  they  still  survive. 

Further  mention  of  building  experiences  will  be  found  in  the 
appended  rejioi-t  of  the  Librarian,  who,  w  ith  other  matters,  gives 
an  animated  chi'onicle  of  this  past  constructive  and  obstructive 
year. 

But  it  is  only  fair  to  add  that  the  beginning  of  the  new  year 
promises  better  and  seems  to  be  the  beginning,  of  tlie  end  of  our 
Library  infelicities.      Wlien  the  early  spring  opens  we  shall 
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blossom  out  with  the  rest  of  the  fine  things  of  the  season,  and 
a  vastly  improved  Library'  building  will  be  in  evidence. 


Tlie  uninvaded  part  of  the  building,  meantime,  on  the  main 
floor,  with  which  the  public  is  familiar,  has  remained  intact 
and  the  ordinary  i^outine  of  the  institution  has  proceeded  as 
usual.  And  it  is  unnecessarv  to  state  that  the  nlan  of  recon- 
struction  does  not,  and  would  not  i)ossibly  invade  or  touch  this 
fine  part  of  the  building.  Other  libraries  may  have  as  striking^ 
a  main  and  immediatelv  accessible  interior,  but  I  have  not  seen 
them.  The  noble  architectural  lift,  the  soft-faUing  light,  the 
sudden  hush  from  the  outside  world,  the  spirits  of  thinkers  and 
authors  materialized  into  books,  which  rise  on  every  side  in 
massive  and  galleried  ranks  to  the  lofty  roof-lights,  have  always 
and  will  still  continue  to  have  their  beneficent  and  refining 
effect  upon  the  community. 


The  literary  equipment  of  the  Library  is  becoming  more  and  . 
more  perfect  and,  to  others,  at  least,  noteworthy.  Testimony- 
to  thifi  was  not  long  since  afforded  in  a  remark  made  to  Senator 
Palmer,  of  this  city,  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Spofford,  Ck)ngressional  Libra- 
rian in  Washington,  than  whom  no  one  is  better  informed  or 
qualified  to  give  an  opinion,  that  the  Detroit  Public  Library^ 
projKirtionally  to  its  size,  was  among  the  Aery  first  in  the 
country. 

As  an  incidental  testimony,  also,  of  the  estimation  in  which 
the  Library  is  held  outside  of  Detroit,  even  a  thousand  miles 
away  fi'om  it,  I  may  mention  that  in  my  last  summer's  outing 
to  the  far  away  coast  of  Massachusetts,  I  visited  a  public 
library  in  Gloucester.  The  lady  Librarian  learning  whence  I 
came,  evinced  immediate  interest  and  i^emarked  that  the  cata- 
logue of  the  Detroit  Public  Libraiy,  which  she  possessed,  was 
her  constant  guide  and  reference  for  anything  she  wanted  to 
know  about  catalogues,  or  aught  pertaining  to  this  department 
of  librarv  work.    Within  so  short  a  distance  as  is  Gloucester 
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from  Boston,  with  its  stately  new  Library  and  its  catalogue  of 
600,000  books,  it  seemed  the  pleasantest  possible  wonder  that 
Detroit  could  be  heard  from. 


Our  catalogue  is  notably  affluent  not  only  in  standard  and 
contemporaneous  literature  of  every  description  and  of  all  na- 
tions and  languages,  but  in  some  specialties  to  which  particular 
attention  has  been  given.  Salient  among  these  are  (1)  Period- 
ical Literature,  (2)  Transactions  and  proceedings  of  learned  soci- 
eties of  America  and  Great  Britain — ^a  collection  equal,  if  not 
superior,  to  that  of  any  library  in  the  country;  (3)  American 
History,  general  and  local.  (4)  Books  relating  to  slavery  and 
the  American  civil  war,  including  many  regimental  histories  and 
accounts  of  engagements  from  Confederate  as  well  as  Union 
sources.  (5)  Fine  Art  Literature  and  fine  illustrated  works,  in 
which  we  are  specially  well  equipped,  particularly  in  works 
relating  to  architecture. 

Nor  are  we  wanting  in  unfamiliar  and  exceptional  works. 
Bequests  are  sometimes  received  that  the  Library  would  order 
some  book  of  this  description,  which  it  is  not  supposed  we 
could  have.  On  examination  the  book  is  found  upon  our 
shelves.  And  it  may  here  be  added  that  requests  for  desirable 
books  the  report  whereof  may  not  have  reached  us  (for  "of  the 
making  of  books  there  is  no  end'')  are  always  very  willingly  ac- 
ceded to. 


Mention  was  made  some  years  back  in  the  report  of  a  worthy, 
I  may  say  worthier,  occupant  of  my  office,  Judge  Hosmer,  of  the 
increased  use  of  library  lKK)ks  by  private  clubs  and  classes,  or- 
ganized  for  special  reading.  A  recent  instance  of  this  is  that 
of  a  class  of  bright-minded  young  society  women  who  meet  at 
their  respective  homes  and  read  papers  which  have  been  pre- 
pared by  them  on  given  subjects  proposed  by  the  accomplished 
lady  who  has  them  in  charge,  Mrs.  Livermore.  It  may  be  inter- 
esting to  know  the  quality  and  character  of  literature  essayed 
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by  thes^f  fair  yoiin^  students  and  writers,  and  this  is  best  shonvn 
by  the  subjects  chosen,  of  which  the  following  is  an  illustra- 
tion:      "Persian  Literature,  from  the  epic  of  Firdusi  to   the 
Mahomniedan  Passion  lUay."     **The  Essayists,  from  Montaigr»*^ 
to  Arnold."      "Oreek  and  Roman  Philosophy,  from  Thales  to 
Boethius."      "Eg,\i>tian  Literature.''    **Troubadonr  Literature." 
Recourse  for  the  books  needed  to  write  upon  such  subjects  is 
immediately  had,  either  personally  or  by  friends,  to  Mr.  Utlej, 
nor  is  our  thoroughbred  Librarian  or  the  Library  dismay(*d  by 
the  erudition  of  the  application.     The  books  are  found  and  fur- 
nished, and,  in  the  case  of  Pereian  literature  an  unexpected  num- 
ber of  them,  the  [>ai>ei*s  are  prepared  and,  I  may  add  (as  the  out- 
side rumor  runs)  of  a  quality  which  effectually  disposes  of  any 
idea  that  the  gav  society  life  of  the  fair  womanhood  of  Detroit 
is  symmymous  with  supei'ficial  natures,  superficial  aspirations 
and  attainments. 


The  re|M)rt  of  the  S<»ci*etary,  Mr.  Herbert  Boweii,  furnishes  all 
statistics  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Library.  Perhaps  I 
may  be  pardoned  for  involuntanly  adding  that  full  statistic^s 
of  what  Air.  Bowen  has  done  for  the  literary  condition  of  the 
Library,  as  C'hainnan  of  the  Book  Committc^e  for  so  long  a  per- 
iod, could  only  Ik^  furnished  in  the  pages  and  by  the  testimony 
of  the  catalogue.  The  foregoing  high  commendation  of  that 
catalogue  from  outside  sources  reverts  dire<'tly  back  and  mainly 
to  him,  so  far  certainly  as  he  has  had  aught  to  do  with  the 
expansion  and  enrichment  of  our  Library  resources — ^a  eonmien- 
dation  shaivd,  however,  as  to  Gennan  literature,  by  ex-Presi- 
dent Magnus  Butzel,  who  so  fitly  and  so  ably  has  long  repre 
sented  that  department  on  the  committee. 


A  very  unwelcome  visitor  at  hearthstone  or  scene  of  familiar 
frequent  like  ours,  entered  the  building  last  year,  and  a  brief 
space  afterward  Norman  i\  Perkins  vanished  from  our  Library 
household.     His  death  at  the  time,  and  eA'er  since  then,  has 
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been  most  feelingly  deplored  by  the  friendly  circle  who  pi*r8on- 
ally  knew  and  appreciated  him,  and  generally  by  the  many  in 
the  community  who  were  wont  to  seek  his  counsel  and  good 
offices  in  the  selection  of  books  bearing  upon  almost  any  liter- 
ary topic  in  which  tliey  were  interested — ^an  ofRce  he  was  ex- 
ceptionally well  qualified  to  fill. 

The  details  of  his  life  and  its  sorrowful  teionination  are  given 
in  the  report  of  Mr.  Utley,  who  fi'om  so  long  an  association  witli 
his  Assistant  Librarian  was  best  qualified  to  speak  the  words 
sa  many  desired  to  hear. 

Those  of  us  who  visited  him  at  Grace  Hospital  found  that 
however  mistrustful  we  might  be  of  the  outcome  of  his  serious 
malady,  he  was  anything  but  that  The  repeated  and  trying 
operations  performed  could  not  enfeeble  his  manly  nerve,  or 
overcloud  the  cheerful  and  strange  hopefulness  of  his  ultimate 
i*ecovery.  Not  until  the  last  more  serious  operation  did  he  real- 
ize that  this  must  be  the  last  indeed — and  it  proved  so. 

Some  of  his  society  lady  friends,  for  in  his  quiet  way  he  had 
sueli,  also  visited  and  cheered  him  with  flowers.  For  they  well 
remembered  how  they  with  certain  gentlemen  intimat<*s  of  his 
had  occasionally  partaken  of  his  hospitality  in  the  modest  rooms 
he  occupied;  a  frugal  hospitality,  yet  so  unique  and  novel  in 
all  its  features,  so  entirelv  aesthetic  and  refintnl,  that  thev  can- 
not  well  forget  it.  This  passing  allusion  to  his  moi-e  private 
life  may  be  permitted  as  showing  the  innei*  traits  of  a  man  who 
with  slender  means  knew  how  to  charm  with  a  delightful  hos- 
pitality those  whom  he  found  and  called  friends. 

Gentle  mannered,  gentle  hearted,  gentle  bred,  he  was  a  wel- 
come presence  in  the  Library  to  all  who  visited  it.  And  to 
every  graduate  of  Yale  specially  so.  lie  \\  as  of  the  class  of 
'57,  and  with  that  brotherhood  feeling  peculiar  to  the  univer- 
sity, as  a  fellow  graduate,  I  offer  these  few  tributary  words, 
'41  to  '57— Yale  to  Yale. 

RICHAKD  STORKS  WILLIS, 

President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Library: 

In  compliance  with  the  Rules,  I  submit  a  statement  of  the 
receii)ts  and  disbursements  of  library  moneys  during  the  cal- 
endar year  1895,  and  also  the  balances  in  the  Greneral  Fund 
and  in  the  New  Library  Building  Fund  at  the  close  of  the 
year. 

It  should  be  understood  that  the  fiscal  vear  of  the  Library 
Commission  ends  December  31,  while  that  of  the  Citv  of  Detroit 
ends  June  30.  The  balance  in  the  General  Fund,  theivfore,  con- 
stitutes the  working  funds  of  the  Commission  for  the  ensuing 
six  months. 

GENERAL  FUND.  1S95, 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  January  1st  $14,200.95 

City  Taxes,  1895   $36,105.60 

1894 3,232.48 

Back  taxes   1,187.67 

— 40,525-  75 

Oo.  Treasurei',  Fines  and  penalties 5,586.92 

Interest  on  deposits  635.65 

Library   flnes   1,222.10 

Sales  of  catalogues  91.60 

For  lost  books  59.84 

From  miscellaneous  sources 50.83 

Total  receipts  $62,373.64 


JUm 
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GRNERAL  FUND,  1895. 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

I*aia  for  books  and  pamphlets  $  1>,384>.55 

periodical  subscriptions   1,254.84 

binding  and  repair  of  books 4,173.73 

light   2,754.73 

fuel "881.08 

repairs 662.40 

furniture    449.70 

printing  and  stationery   657.73 

labor  and  supplies   463.03 

postage  8<k50 

freight  and  express   114.2J> 

miscellaneous  98.75 

stolen  from  safe  by  burglars 49.56 

salaries,  library  service  17,690.22 

janitor  service 1,918.50 

printing  and  binding  catalogues 767.05 

Total  disbursements $41,417.58 

Balance  in  General  Fund  December  31 20,956.06 

LIBRARY  BUILDING  FTTND,  1895. 
-      RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  January  Ist. $30,618.75 

Interest  on  fund  1,018.89 

Total  receipts $31,637.64 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  architects    $1,440.44 

contractors 18,989.10 

superintendent 409.40 

Total  disbursements 20,aS8.94 

Balance  in  Fund  December  31 $10,798.70 

LIABILITIES  OF  BUILDINC;  FUND  JANTTARY  1st,  1896. 

Balance  due  on  general  contract $17,446.90 

Contract   for  book-stack    6,400.00 

Total $23,846.90 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HIORBERT  BOWRN, 

Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen: — Hei"ewith  I  submit  my  11th  annual  rei)ort  as 
Librarian,  giving  the  usual  statistics  of  the  Library  for  the  year 
1895: 

During  the  first  two  months  of  the  year  the  prevalence  of 
smallpox  in  the  city  interfered  perceptibly  with  the  use  of  the 
Librar}'.  The  disease  was  at  no  time  epidemic,  but  unfortunate 
dissensions  relative  to  the  Health  Board  created  popular  dis- 
trust and  added  to  the  nervous  apprehension  with  which  most 
pia-sons  regard  the  scourge.  Several  cases  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  Library  building  and  a  case  in  the  home  of  one 
of  the  Library  assistants  served  to  direct  public  attention  to 
the  institution.  There  was  a  popular  belief  that  the  contagion 
might  be  spread  by  means  of  Library  books  and  this  kept  many 
people  from  using  them.  Every  j)ossible  precaution  was  tiiken 
lo  guard  against  infected  books.  The  Board  of  Health  sent  us 
daily  rei>orts  of  all  cases.  These  eases  were  looked  up  and  if 
it  was  found  that  there  was  a  Library  card  in  an  infected  house 
a  message  was  at  once  sent  to  the  quarantine  officer  in  charge 
of  the  premises  to  destroy  all  Library  cards  and  books  found 
therein.  Altogether  eight  Library  books  were  thus  destroyed 
or  taken  to  the  contagious  disease  hospital  for  the  use  of  the 
patients  there.  All  the  books  were  fiction.  Tlie  loss  to  the 
Library  in  the  matter  of  dollars  and  cents  was  trifling.  But 
the  loss  in  patronage  is  seen  by  contrasting  the  circulation  of 
the  early  months  of  the  year  with  that  of  the  corresponding 
months  of  the  preceding  year. 


Tn  January  the  Board  decided  to  proceed  at  once  with  the 
(enlargement  of  the  building,  the  inmiediate  necessity  for  which 
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had  become  x>ainfally  apparent.  The  hopt»  liad  lH*en  encouraged 
for  several  years  that  the  city  authorities  lui^ht  see  fit  to  miike 
a  suitable  appropriation  to  ereitt  the  handsouie  and  oommodions 
fi-ont  to  the  building,  which  had  been  originally  planned  and 
for  which  ample  ground  was  reserved.  With  this  end  in  view 
the  Board  setMired  from  the  Legislature  of  1893  an  enabling  act 
authorizing  t\w  city  to  raise  the  nei*essjiry  money  either  by  tax- 
ation or  by  the  issuing  of  citv  bonds.  The  Board  had  also  by 
the  strictest  e<*onomy  set  aside  for  two  yeai*s  th(*  sum  of  f  15,000 
I>er  year  to  help  forward  at  the  proper  time  the  building  pro- 
ject. But  the  municipal  bonding  limit  i)enuitted  by  law  having 
been  nearly  reached,  and  so  many  city  improvements  of  gi^eater 
|K>pular  interest  seemed  pressing  that  the  Board,  upon  mature 
consideraticm,  decided  to  x)osti)one  all  efforts  to  secure  an  appro- 
priation either  of  money  or  bonds  for  the  much  desired  fix)nt. 
But,  to  meet  urgent  necessities,  it  deteinnined  to  make  use  of 
the  reserve  building  fund  which  had  be<*n  accumulated,  to  en- 
large the  rear  portion  of  the  building,  keeping  vacant  the  front 
giwmds  until  such  time  as  the  city  authorities  are  ready  to 
erect  there<m  a  building  which  will  be  a  lasting  monument  to 
the  intellectual  culture  and  artistic  taste  of  the  nu^tropolis  of 
the  State. 

Fortunately  the  rear  portion  of  the  building  i)ermitted  <»on- 
venient  enlargement,  giving  a  north  front  and  thus  greatly  im- 
pi*oving  its  external  appearance  fwm  that  point  of  view,  and 
at  the  same  time  affording  much  needed  i*elief  to  the  interior 
operations  of  the  Librarj'.  This  provides  a  (children's  reading 
room,  about  40x30  feet  in  size,  on  the  ground  floor.  The  en- 
trance will  be  at  the  north  front,  which  will  be  publicly  used  for 
this  purpose  alone.  The  room  is  high  and  is  abundantly  lighted. 
Book  shelves  will  be  aiTanged  along  two  walls,  and  it  is  intended 
to  place  thereon  all  books  specially  designed  for  children  and  to 
which  they  shall  have  free  access  for  the  puri)08e  of  selection. 

Upon  the  I'eading  tables  will  be  placed  periodicals  of  a  char 
acter  suitable  for  young  persons.    The  circulating  departmeni 
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of  children's  books  will  also  be  here.    This  will  greatly  relieve 
the  overcrowded  condition  of  the  main  delivery  room  and  so 

far  a«  can  now  be  devised  seems  to  be  the  onlv  measure  of  relief 

« 

possible  for  that  room. 

The  enlargement  will  also  add  20  feet  to  tlie  length  of  the 
periodical  reading  room  on  the  main  floor,  beside  providing  on 
that  floor  commodious  offices  for  the  Board  and  for  the  Librarian 
and  a  work  room  for  the  cataloguers.  The  latter  is  directly 
abo\'e  the  packing  room,  from  which  there  is  a  book  elevator 
connecting  with  the  cataloguers'  room  and  the  reference  room, 
on  the  third  floor.  The  new  book  stack  room,  which  is  fire- 
proof, opens  at  one  end  into  the  cataloguers'  room  and  at  the 
other  end  into  the  delivery  room,  the  door  being  within  10  feet 
of  the  delivery  desk.  There  will  be  a  two-story  steel  stack,  the 
lower  floor  being  of  stone  and  the  upper  floor  of  iron  and  glass. 
The  full  capacity  of  the  stack  will  be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  100,000 
volumes.  The  farthest  book  will  be  not  more  than  70  feet  from 
the  delivery  desk. 

The  reference  reading  room  will  be  made  just  double  its  pres- 
ent capacity,  both  in  floor  area  and  in  book  shelving.  It  will 
be  about  76  feet  square,  with  large  windows  on  three  sides,  as 
pleasant  and  convenient  a  reading  and  study  room  as  any  library- 
in  the  country  possesses.  The  popularity  of  this  room  has  stead- 
ily grown  from  the  day  it  was  opened  and  the  gi'eat  number  of 
people  who  now  use  it  will  welcome  it  in  its  improved  condition. 

As  stated,  the  building  enlargement  was  decided  upon  in 
January-  and  the  commission  was  at  once  given  to  the  archi> 
tects  to  prepare  the  detailed  drawings  and  specifications.  They 
informed  us  that  the  whole  work  could  easily  be  completed  by 
the  following  September.  But  so  slow  were  they  in  the  prep- 
aration of  the  plans  that  not  until  June  were  the  contracts  fin- 
aUy  signed.  These  call  for  an  expenditure  of  f 42,836.00  and 
the  full  completion  of  the  work  by  the  1st  of  November,  1895. 
From  the  very  outset  the  work  dragged.  Everything  and  every- 
body seemed  to  be  at  cross  purposes  and  when  the  time  arrived 
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at  which,  under  the  contract,  the  building  should  have  been  fully 
completed,  the  roof  was  not  on.  It  is  now  evident  that  the  final 
completion  will  be  six  months  later  than  it  should  have  been. 
If  the  work  had  been  done  during  the  summer  months,  as  had 
been  expected,  the  interruption  of  use  of  the  Library  would 
have  been  very  little.  But  the  racket  of  workmen,  the  dust  and 
demoralization  of  tearing  out  and  housing  in,  the  ex]x>s]are  in 
6xti*eme  cold  weather  to  openings  in  the  walls  have  continued 
month  after  month  and  have  driven  away  from  the  reading 
rooms  many  people  who  seriously  feel  the  loss  of  the  privileges 
which  the  Librarv  affords. 


Early  in  the  spring  the  Detroit  Medical  and  Library  Associa- 
tion made  a  proposition  to  give  to  this  Library  absolutely  with- 
out condition  its  entire  collection  of  books  and  periodicals.  The 
Association  offered  also  to  continue  at  its  own  expense  the  sub- 
scription to  a  half  dozen  of  the  leading  medical  i)eriodicals  of 
this  and  other  countries.  The  gift  was  accepted.  Most  of  the 
magazines  were  unbound.  These  were  collected  and  sent  to  the 
bindery.  The  whole  number  of  volumes,  including  those  im- 
bound,  thus  received  wa«  2,728,  of  which  1,068  were  duplicates 
of  books  already  in  the  Library.  These  duplicates  were  for  the 
most  part  turned  over  to  the  Library  of  the  Detroit  Medical 
€k)Uege.  The  present  plan  is  to  collect  all  the  books  on  medi- 
cine and  cognate  subjects  in  convenient  alcoves  of  the  new  ref- 
erence room  and  devote  a  suitable  portion  of  the  floor  space 

* 

of  that  department  to  a  medical  reading  room.  Current  medical 
periodicals  will  be  placed  on  the  tables  here  and  made  available, 
as  they  could  not  be  in  the  general  public  reading  rooms.  I 
should  hope,  also, -that  something  might  be  done  toward  pre- 
paring an  analytical  index  of  the  medical  literature  thus  col- 
lected. This  must  be  done  before  it  can  be  made  to  serve  its 
full  purpose.  But  thoix)ugh  indexing  would  be  a  work  of  con- 
«iderable  magnitude  and  the  way  does  not  seem  clear  to  under- 
taking it  just  at  present. 
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For  the  fiinst  time  in  the  thirty  years'  history  of  the  Librarv 
a  member  of  its  staiF  in  active  service  has  been  removed  bv  death. 
Norman  C.  Perkins,  Assistant  Librarian,  died  at  Grace  Hospital 
March  20  after  an  illness  of  about  thi'ee  months.  He  left  the 
Library  December  1,  1894,  intending  to  take  the  last  month  of 
the  year  for  his  annual  vacation.  He  never  i-etumed.  He  did 
not  go  away  from  the  city,  as  he  had  contemplated.  Before  ihi' 
end  of  the  month  he  was  confined  to  his  room  by  what  seemed 
at  the  time  a  tritiing  injury  to  one  of  his  toes.  Blood  poisoning 
intervened  and  he  was  removed  to  Grace  Hospital.  But  all 
medical  and  surgical  efforts  were  without  avail. 

Mr.  Perkins  was  bom  in  Pomfret,  Vt.,  April  17,  1832.     He  was 
educated  in  the  district  school  of  his  own  village  and  in  the 
academies  of  Woodstock,  Vt.,  and  Meriden,  N.  H.    He  wa«  grad- 
uated at  Yale  College  in  1857.     He  studied  law  and  entered 
upon*  its  practice  in  Chicago,  whei'e  he  resided  until  1881,  when 
he  came  to  Detroit,  and  was  employed  as  an  editorial  writer  on 
the  Post  and  Tribune.     In  March,  1880,  he  was  appointed  As- 
sistant Librarian.     His  special  work  in  the  Library  consisted 
in  looking  after  all  serial  publications,  periodical,  society,  state 
and  national.     He  also  had  charge  of  the  binding    of   books. 
Aside  from  these  routine  duties  he  was  specially  attentive  to 
patrons  of  the  Library  in  the  capacity  of  Keference  Librarian. 
His  wide  knowledge  and  familiarity  with  literature  were  par- 
ticularly useful  in  this  respect.      His   genial  disx)Osition   and 
courtly  manner  won  for  him  universal  good  will.    By  his  asso- 
ciates  in  the  Library  he  is  sadly  missed  and  many  w^ho  were 
accustomed  to  seek  his  counsel  and  assistance  will  long  lament 
his  untimely  taking  off. 


There  have  been  an  unusual  number  of  changes  in  the  Library 
staff  during  the  past  year.  One  member  has  been  i^emoved  by 
death.  Four  have  resigned  to  accept  better  positions,  three  of 
these  of  a  matrimonial  character.  Five  were  promoted  from 
temporary  positions  to  the  pennanent  staff.    An  examination 
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of  applicants  was  held  in  September,  when  47  presented  them- 
selves  and  submitted  to  the  test  of  writing  answers  to  the  ques- 
tions placed  before  them.  Six  whose  papers  showed  an  average 
of  70  per  cent  or  upward  of  correct  answers  have  been  put  upon 
a  waiting  list,  to  be  called  for  temporary  or  substitute  service 
when  wanted.  .  I  most  heartily  commend  the  loyalty  and  earnest- 
ness of  the  force  of  Library  employes.  For  the  most  part  their 
service  has  not  been  merely  perfunctory.  There  has  been  heart 
in  their  work  and  they  have  spared  themselves  neither  hard 
mental  study  nor  laborious  physical  exertion  to  serve  the  public 
who  come  to  the  Library  seeking  knowledge.  I  thank  them  one 
and  all  for  their  fidelity,  and  realize  fully  that  to  them,  even 
more  perhaps,  than  to  the  oflficers  of  the  Libmry,  is  due  the 
great  measure  of  its  success. 


The  plan  of  circulating  Library  books  through  the  public 
schools  has  proven  so  popular  that  thei-e  was  urgent  demand 
for  its  extension.  Accordingly  the  number  of  books  for  this 
special  purpose  was  g;:eatly  increased  and  their  use  has  been 
extended  to  children  in  the  fourth  grade  classes.  Theiv  are  now 
4,700  Public  Library  books  in  the  school  ci^iculating  libraries. 
Xo  records  of  their  use  have  hitherto  been  kept.  But  at  the 
opening  of  the  school  year  in  September  last,  a  system  was  put 
in  operation  by  which  statistics  of  the  use  of  these  books  will 
l)e  jiPeserved.  There  is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  those  who  have 
observed  the  eagerness  of  the  children  for  them  that  the  next 
annual  report  will  show  a  circulation  of  100,000  or  upward. 
There  are  in  the  Central  High  School  2,500  Public  Library 
l)ooks  which  are  retained  at  the  school  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
the  pupils.  Aside  from  the  statement  of  the  principal  that  they 
are  in  constant  daily  use  we  have  no  means  of  knowing  the 
extent  to  which  they  are  serving  their  purpose. 


The  cost  of  lighting  the  Public  Library  last  year  was  |2,754.73. 
When  the  enlargement  of  the  building  is  completed  the  expense* 
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will  naturally  be  increased.  It  is  expected,  however,  that  the 
Library  funds  will  be  wholly  relieved  from  expense  for  lighting 
lifter  the  Ist  of  July  next.  Last  year  the  city  established  its 
own  plant  for  lighting  the  streets  and  public  buildings.  The 
Library  has  been  receiving  its  electric  current  for  light  from  the 
numicipal  plant  since  July  last,  but  paying  monthly  bills  therefor, 
as  it  formerly  paid  a  private  company.  The  Common  Council  has 
passed  an  ordinance  requinng  the  Public  Lighting  Commission 
to  furnish  light  to  all  public  buildings  and  to  include  the  cost 
of  so  doing  in  its  estimate  of  expenses,  from  year  to  year.  As 
this  onlinance  cannot  be  fully  operative  until  the  banning  of 
the  next  city  fiscal  year,  the  Library  will  continue  to  pay  light- 
ing bills  as  usual  for  the  next  six  months. 


'Hie  usual  annual  Bulletin  was  issued  early  in  the  year.  The 
Geniiaii  books  were  re-classified  and  numbered  according  to 
the  system  in  use  in  other  parts  of  the  Library  and  a  new  cata- 
logue was  prepared.  This  was  printed  and  was  in  the  hands 
of  a  binder,  when,  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  November, 
the  explosion  of  a  steam  boiler  in  the  building  destroyed  the 
bindery  and  all  its  contents.  The  loss  of  27  human  lives  was 
the  saddest  feature  of  this  calamity.  The  printer  at  once  set 
to  work  to  again  put  the  catalogue  into  type  and  completed 
another  edition  of  1,000  copies  by  the  end  of  December.  It 
makes  a  volume  of  140  printed  pages  and  is  arranged  on  the  dic- 
tionary plan,  as  are  all  the  catalogues  and  bullt^tins  of  this 
Library.  For  the  convenience  of  the  [>ublic,  fiction  is  separat<.»d 
from  all  other  classes  of  books  in  the  German  catiilogue  and  is 
]»rinted  as  a  second  jmrt. 


The  extensive  use  of  books  continues  to  be  seen  in  the  bills 
for  re-binding.  Tlie  nec(»ssity  for  binding  a  large  number  of 
nwHlical  i)eriodic{ils  also  helped  to  swell  the  bills  for  this  year. 
Tlie  whole  number  of  books  bound  was  5,007,  all  of  which  but  18 
wer(»  bound  by  contract  in  various  binderi(»s  of  the  city  at  a  cost 


LIBRARY   COMMISSION   REPORT  OF    I895.  '9 

of  ;f3,241.70,  an  average  of  all  sizes,  imiterial  and  styles  of  57 
cents  i)er  volume.  Periodicals,  standard  works  and  books  of 
permanent  value  are  bound  in  the  best  quality  of  Turkey  mor- 
occo. All  fiction  is  bound  in  linen  buckram.  The  bindery  re- 
pair shop  was  operated  as  usual  through  the  year,  but  *\'a» 
greatly  inconvenienced  by  the  necessity  for  two  removals, 
caiised  by  the  building  operations.  The  cost  of  opt»rating  the 
shop  was  1932.03,  of  which  f  902  was  j)aid  in  wages  to  employes. 
The  work  turned  out  was  7,293  volumes  repaired,  1,574  resewed 
and  recased,  18  rebound,  beside  a  gi*eat  amount  of  miscellane- 
ous work,  such  as  pasting  labels  and  pockets  in  new  books,  etc., 
etc.  When  the  building  improvements  are  completed  a  com- 
modious and  convenient  bindery  will  be  provided. 


In  presenting  the  statistics  of  the  use  of  the  Library,  I  again 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  they  are  much  below  the  a^*tual 
fact.  As  before  stated,  no  record  has  hitherto  been  kept  of  the 
use  of  Library  books  in  the  public  schw>ls.  In  some  parts  of 
the  Library  the  shelves  are  ojien  to  fi-ee  access  to  the  public 
and  there  is  no  way  of  knowing  definitely  how  many  volumes  are 
consulted.  The  statistics  of  reference  reading  are  made  up  from 
the  receipt  tickets  taken  when  the  attendant  brings  books  to 
applicants. 

The  population  of  the  city,  accoi*ding  to  the  census  of  1894, 
;        was  238,264. 

'                           Number  Library  cards  issued  in  181)1  5,433 

1S92  4,959 

I                                   "              "             "             •*           18J)3  5,585 

ISM  G,149 

j                                   '•              *•             •'             "           1805  5,470 


Total  outstanding  cards  27,596 

No.  of  books  in  the  Lil)rai'y  Januai-y  1,  1805  131,102 

Added  since  by  purchase 8,367 

gift 3,310 

binding  periodicals   .    356 


it  t( 

tt  n 


12,033 

Total  143,225 
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Withdrawu— 

"  condemned,  worn  out 1,780 

"  duplicates  sold  and  exchanged. 2,036 

lost  and  paid  for 49 


Total  withdrawals  3,865 


Net  No.  of  books  December  31,  1805  139,36<) 

Of  the  1,829  books  worn  out  and  lost,  all  but  73  were  Action. 
The  Library  was  open  309  days  for  the  drawing  of  books  for  home 
reading  and  3(>4  days  for  consultation  of  lM)oks  in  the  building. 
No.  lK)oks  drawn  out  for  home  reading  348,409 

**      consulted  in  tlie  Librai-y  347.224 


Total  use  of  books  in  1805  (595,633 

TotJil  use  of  books  in  1894  668,257 


Increase  in  circulation  27,376 

Books  circulated  in  1895  695,633 

Unl)ound  i)eriodicals   1895  174.420 


Total  use  870,053 

The  following  shows  the  percentage  of  circulatiou  of  books  of  the 

several  classes: 

PERCENTAGE. 

Class  Library  Home  Total 

Reading                     Residing 
t*ycl(»pedias    12.12 06.05 

Literary  Periodicals   18.60 01.20 09.74 

Philosophy 02.17 00.81 01.49 

Religion    03.05 01.08 02.06 

Sociology    03.61 01.31 02.46 

Philology 03.80 00.10 01.95 

Science   04.20 01.80 03.14 

I'seful  Arts  10.15 01.59 05.86 

Fine  Arts  15.57 01.24 08.39 

Literature    06.77 02.81 04.79 

History   05.90 03.04 (M.47 

Travel   04.43 02.59 03.51 

Biography    05.37 02.38 03.87 

Fiction    01.63 74.14 37.05 

German    00.25 04.12 €p.l9 

French    00.92 00.57 00.74 

Polish    00.42 01.22 00.82 

Other  languages    01.04 ' 00.52 


100.00 100.00 100.00 

Respectfully  submitted,  H.  M    UTLBY, 

Librarian. 


APPENDIX. 


Following;  are  the  names  of  donors  to  the  I^ibrary  during  the  year, 
with  the  number  of  volumes  and  pamphlets  given  by  each: 

Vols.    Pamph. 

Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  Philadelphia 1  1 

Aguilar  Free  Libraiy,  New  York 1 

Albion  College 1 

American  Bi-metallic  League,  Washington 10 

American  Congregational  Ass'n.,  Boston 1 

American  Humanitarian  I^eague,  Boston 4 

American  Otological  Society 1 

American  Pomological  Society     1 

Anderson,  Dr.  W.  S.,  Detroit 14 

Appleton.  W.  S.,  Boston 4  r» 

Arizona.  University  of  . . . '. 1 

Astor  Library,  New  York 1 

Bal)cock  &'\Vilcox  Co:,  New  York 2 

Bailey,  J.  K..  Mackinac 1 

Baillie's  Institution.  (Masgow 1 

Baker.  H.  E.,  Detroit 2 

Balch.  E.  S..  Philadelphia 1 

Beloit  College  1 

Blagden,  S.  P..  Boston 1 

Bostcm  Board  of  Health 1  1 

Public  Library 1  8 

Record  Commissioners 2 

Bostouian  Society.  Boston ."i 

Bowdoin  College  Library   4 

Bressler,  C.  E.,  Detroit 1 

Bridgeport.  Conn.,  Public  Library 1 

Brookline,  Mass..  Public  Library   3 

Brooklyn.  N.  Y.,  Library 2 

Brooklyn  Union  for  Christian  Work 1 

Brown,  Mrs.  Frances  B..  Detroit 10 

Buffalo  Charity  Organization  Society 1  1 

Historical  Society 1 

Library  3 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association,  Boston 1 
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Vols        Pamph. 

Burton,  C.  M.,  Detroit 1 

Bushell,  W.,  Camden,  X.  J 1 

California  Midwinter  Exposition   • 1 

Mining  Bureau 1  1 

'University  of  1  2 

Canada  Geological  Survey 1  3 

Library  of  Parliament 1 

Patent  Office 2 

Royal  Society  of  1 

Cardiff,  Wales,  Public  Library 1 

Carnegie  Library,  Allegheny   1  2 

Chamberlain,  T.  C,  Chicago  3 

Chicago  Board  of  Education   1 

Public  Library 1 

Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce 1 

Public  Library 2  3 

Clarke,  S.  C,  Marietta,  Ga 1 

Clerkenwell  Public  I^lbrary,  I»ndon * .   . .  1 

Cleveland  Public  Library   8 

Cobden  Club,  London 2 

Cole,  G.  W.,  Jersey  City :    . .  1 

Collins,  H.  O.,  Los  Angeles 1 

Colorado,  University  of 1 

Columbia  College  '. 1  4 

Conely,  E.  F.,  Detroit 1 

Connecticut  Board  of  Health  1 

I^abor  Bureau 1 

Cooper,  Rev.  D.  M.,  Detroit 1 

Cornell  University  2  27 

Croydon,  Eng.,  Public  Library 1 

Cust,  R.  N.,  London 1 

Cutting,  S.  W.,  Chicago 1 

Damon,  G.  A.,  Mllllngton 1 

Davles,  Rt.  Rev.  T.  F.,  Detroit 5  2 

Davis,  B.  M.,  Estate  of,  Detroit 19 

Dayton  Public  Library  1 

Detroit  Association  of  Charities 1 

Board  of  Health    7 

City  Clerk  of 8  •    12 

C/ollege   3 

Council  Trade  and  Labor  Unions 1  2 

Firemen's  Fund  Association  2 

Medical  and  Library  Association 2728 

Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia 23 

Dulles.  J.  H..  Princeton.  X.  .T 1  1 
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Vols        Pamph. 

Edinburgh  Public  Library 1 

Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  Public  Library. 1 

Enoch  Pratt  Library,  Baltimore 1 

Essex  Institute,  Salem 1 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago 6 

Fitzgerald,  D.,  Boston 1 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt 1 

Franklin  Reformatory  Home,  Philadelphia 1 

Friends*  Book  Association,  Philadelphia 1 

JMends'  Free  Library,  Germantown 1 

Frisbie,  S.  W.,  Detroit 4 

Garrett  Biblical  Institute  4 

Gilbert,  C.  P.,  Detroit 12 

Grand  Rapids  Public  Library 1 

Gray,    W.    R.,   I^ndon 1 

Green,   S.   A.,   Boston 16  170 

Hamilton,  W.  E.,  Chatham,  Out 1 

Hamilton,  Ont.,  Public  Library 1 

Hamlin,  A.  C,  Bangor,  Me 1 

Harlem,  N.  Y.,  Library 1 

Hartford,  Conn.,  Public  Library 6 

Harvard  Law  School  Association 1 

Haryard  University 1  2 

Heam,  G.  A.,  New  York 1 

Helena,  Mont,  Public  Library 5 

Hitchcock,  H.,  Detroit 1 

Hunt,  E.  H.,  Chicago 1 

Hunter,  Moses  H.,  Detroit 3 

Ihling  Bros,  &  Everard,  Kalamazoo 2 

lies,  Geo.,  New  York 1 

Illinois  Historical  Society  1 

Labor  Bureau    1 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia 11 

Indianapolis  Public  Library 1 

Iowa  Geological  Survey  2 

Historical   Society    2  1 

State  Library    1 

University  of 1  1 

Ironmonger,  London  1 

James  Prendergast  Library,  Jamestown,  N.  Y 1 

Jennison,  Wm.,  Detroit  145 

Jersey   City  Public  Library    9 

Johns  Hopklas  University 2 

Kansas  Board   of  Agrlcultiu'e 1 

State  Historical  Society 1 
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Vols.       Pampb. 

Kimball.  John,  Sau  Francisco 1 

King.  H.  C\.  Brooklyn 1 

I^ke  Mohonk  Indian  Conference ^ 

Lane,  Geo.  M.,  Detroit 25  1 

Jjansing  Public  Library 1 

Lawrence,   Mass.,    Public  Library 3 

Inland  Stanford,  Jr..  University 1 

Jjenox  Library,  New  York 1 

Leyton,  Eng.,  Public  Library 1 

Library-   Bureau,  <:iucaffo    1 

Lillibridge,  W.  M.,  Detroit 12 

London,  Corporation  of  the  IMty  of 4 

London,  Ont.,  Public  Library 1 

Ix>8  Angeles  Public   Library 1 

Lynn  Public  Library   2 

McTiaughlin.  A.  C.  Ann  Arl)or 1 

McMillan.   James,   Detroit 2^) 

Maculla,  Parker  &  Co.,  Boston 1 

Maimonides  Library,  New  York 1 

Maine  liabor  Bureau 2 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public  Librarj* 2 

Manchester,  Eng.,  Public  Library 1" 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Health 2 

Commonwealth   of  1 

Uailroad   Commissioners    2 

Record  Commissioners   1 

Society  for  Promoting  Agricultiu-e 1 

MeaiLS,  Jas.,  Boston    1 

Mechanics  and  Tradesmen's  Society,  New  Y'^ork 1 

Michigan  Agriculttiral  College 7 

Board  of  Agriculture  1 

Board  of  Charities  and  Corrt*ction 1  . . 

State   Medical  Society   1 

Mining  School 1 

Secretary    of    State 1 

State  LlbraiT    34  7 

University   1  3 

Milwaukee  Public  Library   7 

Minneapolis  Public  Ivibrary   1  5 

Minnesota  I>ept.  of  Public  Instruction 1 

Geological  Survey 2 

^lissouii  Agricultural  College  Experiment  Station 1  4 

Mt.  Holyoke  College  1  1 

National  Civil  Service  Reform  League 1 
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Vols.       Pampta» 
Nebraska  Labor  Bureau 1 

Historical  Society   2 

University   of    5 

Nevada  Secretary  of  State . .  -, 2 

New  Bedford  Public  Library 1 

New  Haven  Public  Library 3 

New  Jersey  Adjutant  General 1 

State  Geoloidst  2 

State  Prison   2 

State  Library 1 

New  London,  Conn..  Historical  Society 1 

New  York  Central  Railroad  Co 1 

Civil  Service  Commission 1 

Farmers 1 

Free  Circulatinir  library 1 

Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society 1 

Mercantile  Library 2 

State  Library  1  1 

University  of 1 

Newark,  N.  J.,  Public  Library 10 

Newberry  Library,  Chicago 1  1 

Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  Library 1 

Newton,   Mass.,  Public  Library 1 

North  Central  Association  of  Colleges 1 

Northwestern  University   1 

Ohio  Department  of  Agriculture 4 

I^abor  Bureau  5 

Old  Colony  Historical  Society 1 

Orme,  R.  M.,  Savannah 1 

Orser,   Levi,  Galveston    » 1 

Paterson,  N.  .7.,  Public  Library 

Pattengill,  H.  R.,  Lansing 1 

Pawtncket,  R.  L,  Public  Library 

Pennsylvania,  University   of 1 

Peoria,  111.,  Public  Lilirary 

Peyton,  J.  L..  Staunton,  Va 1 

Philadelphia  Apprentices'  Library 

Citv  Institute t 

Library  Company  i 

Public   Library    3 

I'lymouth,  Eng..  Public  Library 1 

Podlipny,  T.  L  S.,  Detroit 1 

Poe.  Mrs.  O.  M.,  Detroit 22 

Portland,   Ore.,  Library 12 

Presbyterian  Historical  Society,  Philadelphia 


2 
*> 


o 


1 
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Vols.       Pamph. 

Princeton  College  1 

Providence  Athenaeum  Library 2 

Public   Library    2 

Record  Commissioners   2 

Reynolds  Library,  Rochester  1 

Rhode  Island  Board  of  Health 2 

Labor  Bureau  1 

Record  Commissioners  1 

Rlppey,  J.  N.,  Elk  Rapids 1 

Riverside,  Cal.,  Public  Library 2 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Public  Library 1 

St.   Louis  Mercantile  Library 1 

Public  Library    2 

St.  Paul  Public  Library 1 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library 13 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library 1 

Public  Library 12 

Scranton,  Pa.,  Public  Library 1  2 

Shedd,  I.  A.,  Tucson 1 

Slam,  King  of 39 

Sioux  City  Public  Library 1 

Smithsonian  Institution  3  13 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Public  Library 13 

Steams,  F.  &  Co.,  Detroit 2 

Taunton,  Mass.,  Public  Library 1 

Tennessee  Board  of  Health 3 

University  of   1 

Thompson,   W.   G.,  Detroit 1 

Three  Rivers,  Mich.,  Public  Library 1 

Tokyo,  Japan,  Public  Library 1 

Toronto  Public  Library 1  1 

Tulane  University   1 

U.  S.  Bureau  of  American  Republics 4  o 

Education   4 

Steam   Navigation    1 

Weather    9 

Civil  Service  Commission  '. . .     1 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 3 

Department  of  Agriculture 4  123 

Interior   87  12 

Navy 6 

State  1  17 

Treasury 5  33 

War 10  1 

I^bor    2 
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Volft.       Pamph. 

Fish   Commission    3 

Geological  Survey  2 

Interstate  Ck>mmerce  Oommissiou 2  3 

Life  Saving  Service 1 

Patents  15  '2. 

Superintendent  of  Documents 50  3 

Surgeon  General   1 

Uruguay  Bureau  of  International  Exchanges 1 

Utica,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library 1 

Valentine,  B.  B.,  Richmond,  Va 2 

Vassar  College   5 

Vermont,  University  of 3 

Walker,  J.  B.,  Concord,  N.  H h 1 

'V\''arren  County,  111.,  Library 4 

Waterbury,  Conn.,  Bronson  Library 2 

Webb,  W.  Seward,  New  York 1 

West  Virginia  Historical  Society 1 

W^hittier,  J.  H.,  East  Rochester,  N.  H 1 

Williams,  Rev.  C.  M.,  St.  Louis 1 

W^ilmington,  Del.,  Institute 2 

Windsor,  Out.,  Public  Library 1 

Winter,  Noel,  New  York 1 

Winthrop,  R.  C.,  Jr.,  Boston 1 

W^^isconsln  Historical  Society 6 

W^olverton,  Sarah  S.,  Detroit 1 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute 1 

Public  Library    1 

Society  of  Antiquity 2 

Yale  University 1  6 


Total   3,310         1.013 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


7o  the  JBoard  of  Education: 

Gentlemen — Herewith  annexed  are  the  reports  of  the  Secretary 
and  Librarian  of  the  Public  Library,  which  furnish  a  full  and 
detailed  record  of  the  Institution  during  the  past  year,  and  to 
which  I  would  refer  you  for  all  information  relative  to  the  de- 
partment which  each  has  severally  in  charge. 

There  is  little  to  be  added  to  these  reports.  The  new  feature 
introduced  of  the  provision  made  for  the  blind  of  Detroit  will 
doubtless  ,prove  of  sympathetic  interest  to  every  humane  and 
kindlv  heart. 

The  credit  of  the  initial  effort  made  in  this  direction  is  due  to 
our  Associate  Commissioner,  Dr.  C.  Henri  Leonard,  and  the 
beneficent  movement  could  not  be  in  more  fitting  and  efficient 
hands. 

To  the  invitation  first  issued  by  him  to  those  who  might  wisli 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  instruction  and  educa- 
tion which  the  Library  proposed  to  afford,  about  fifty  responded. 
He  estimates  that  there  are  about  one  hundred  blind  in  Detroit. 
The  reason  that  not  more  have  been  heard  from  he  ascribes  to  a 
certain  timidity  which  this  class  of  the  afflicted  seem  to  feel  in 
making  application. 

In  this  regard  the  deaf  and  dumb  of  the  city  evince  no  similar 
reluctance  in  making  themselves  known.  Tlie  number  of  deaf- 
mutes  in  Detroit  is  estimated  at  hundreds — not  improbable,  if 
including  the  large  school  in  the  easterly  part  of  the  city,  under 
the  management  of  German  citizens. 

Tlic  Board  of  Education,  with  its  deaf  and  dumb  school,  and 
the  Public  Librar}^  have  now  become,  therefore,  joint  participa- 
tors in  the  beneficent  work  of  caring  for  these  two  afflicted 
classes  of  our  people  to  whom  opportunities  for  education  are 
certainlv  due — the  former  for  deaf-mutes,  the  latter  for  the  blind. 
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Viewed  from  a  Christian  standpoint,  this  is  an  elevated  and  no- 
ble mission  in  the  case  of  each.  It  is  indeed  but  a  faint  imitation 
of  the  divine  Master  who  caused  the  blind  to  see,  the  deaf  to 
hear,  the  dumb  to  speak,  by  a  supernal  power  which  could  effect 
an  immediate  and  radical  cure.  But  though  supernatural 
powers  are  not  ours,  still  the  blind  see,  by  the  educated  sense  of 
touch;  the  deaf  hear,  by  an  educated  eye;  the  dumb  speak,  also, 
by  the  trained  sense  of  vision.  The  human  agencies  employed, 
imperfect  as  they  may  be  as  compared  with  the  divine,  are  known 
severally  as  the  oral  or  speaking  system  of  training,  the  lip 
reading,  and  the  sign  language. 

Incidental  advantages  to  the  dumb  are  when  the  sense  of 
hearing  still  remains,  and  they  can  catch  the  speech  of  others. 
Artificial  inventions,  like  the  "audiphone,"  have  sometimes 
proved  of  notable  assistance. 

Suggesting  itself  here  is  that  merciful  compensation  to  those 
suffering  from  the  loss  of  any  one  sense,  which  lies  in  the  fact 
that  the  other  senses  seem  stimulated  and  invigorated  by  that 
loss;  they  becoming  sensibly  more  acute  thereby. 

The  sign  language  is  that  chiefly  employed  in  France,  and 
perhaps  in  other  continental  countries,  and  those  who  have 
visited  the  chapel  behind  the  High  Altar  of  the  Church  of  St. 
Roch  in  Paris  of  a  Sunday  afternoon,  when  there  is  a  special 
service  and  sermon  for  the  deaf,  will  not  soon  forget  the  impres- 
sive scene  of  the  many  unfortunates  there  attending.  The  dead 
silence,  the  eager  attention  to  the  soundless  sign-sermon  by  the 
officiating  father,  is  as  touching  as  it  is  novel  and  appealing. 


Enlarged,  renovated,  never  so  fine  and  attractive  as  now,  ex- 
ceptionally equipped,  popular  and  utilized  by  all  classes  of  our 
citizens,  native  and  foreign,  to  an  extent  hitherto  unprecedented, 
the  Detroit  Public  Library  takes  rank,  proportionally  to  its  size, 
among  the  very  first  in  the  land.  Detroiters  may  well  be  proua 
of  it. 

An  added  charm  is  in  future  store  for  us,  the  Park  Commis- 
sion having  expressed  their  willingness  to  take  charge  of  the 
parking,  or  grounds  around  the  building,  so  soon  as  their  funds 
permit,  and  make  them  comport  exteriorly  with  the  interior 
beauty  and  attractiveness  of  the  Institution. 

RICHARD  8T0RR8  WILLIS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


To  the  Commissionei'S  of  the  Public  Library: 

Herewith  is  submitted  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements of  library  moneys  during^  the  year  of  1896.  The 
fiscal  year  of  the  city  ends  June  30.  The  balance  on  hand»  there- 
fore, constitutes  the  source  of  maintenance  of  the  library  for 
the  next  six  months. 

A  Library  Building  Fund  was  established  a  few  years  ago  by 
the  setting  aside  of  a  certain  sum  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging 
the  building.  The  cost  of  the  recent  enlargement  exceeded  the 
whole  amount  of  that  fund,  which  was,  therefore,  wiped  out.  No 
separate  statement  of  this  fund  is  given,  but  the  amount  on  hand 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  is  shown  in  connection  with  the 
balance  in  the  general  fund. 

Jan.  1,  1896.— Balance  in  General  Fund $20,956.06 

Balance  in  Building  Fund 10,798.70 

$81,754.76 

RECEIPTS. 

City  Taxes,  1896 35,733.27 

**         **        1895 3,104.07 

"       "       Back  taxes 1,471.48 

40,308.82 

Co.  Treas.,  Fines  and  penalties 6,087.42 

Interest  on  daily  balances _._ 611.08 

Library  fines 1,229.90 

Sales  of  catalogs 104.80 

For  last  boolcs 212.96 

For  boolcs  sold 24.58 

Rebate  on  book  bills 108.00 

From  miscellaneous  sources 10. 33 

Total  receipts ".....$80,4.52.65 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  for  books  and  pamphlets :...$  8,746.32 

periodical  subscriptions 1,328.44 

binding  and  repair  of  books 4,272.65 

light 1,921.96 

fuel 840  41 

repairs 1 848  47 

insurance 888.35 

blanks  and  stationery 728.80 

labor  and  supplies 620.46 

postage 188.00 

freight  and  express 127.88 

miscellaneous 876.64 

salaries,  library  service 18,841.78 

**       janitor  service 2,848.60 

building  enlargement 26,273.61 

furniture  and  fixtures  for  same 2,558.89 

Total  disbursements $71,278.42 

Balance  on  hand  December  81,  1896 9  9,174.28 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HERBERT  BOWEN, 

Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Boa7'd  of  Library  Cmnmisaioners: 

Gentlemen — When  the  report  was  made,  a  year  ago,  work  on 
the  enlargement  of  the  building  was  still  in  progress,  although 
it  was  contracted  to  be  finished  two  months  earlier.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  was  not  completed  until  five  months  later. 

I  am  sure  it  must  have  been  a  great  relief  to  the  patrons  of  the 
library,  as  it  certainly  was  to  members  of  the  statf,  who,  from 
necessity,  must  spend  their  time  in  the  building,  when  the  last 
man  with  saw  and  hammer  and  cold  chisel  disappeared  through 
the  door,  and  a  peaceful  calm  once  more  settled  down  over 
the  alcoves  and  apartments  where  so  long  the  clang  and  clatter 
of  artisans  had  waked  discordant  echoes.  Mav  those  who  sur- 
vived  this  infliction  never  be  called  on  to  endure  another  like 
it.  The  enjoyment  of  the  improved  facilities,  the  enlarged 
reference  and  reading  rooms,  the  convenient  work  rooms  and 
the  new  stack  room  furnish,  in  some  degree,  atonement  for  past 
miseries. 

Late  in  the  summer  about  30,000  books  were  moved  from  the 
galleries  into  the  new  stack  room.  These  comprise  mainly 
general  literature,  biography  and  history.  The  g^eat  body  of 
the  books  most  in  demand  is  now  quite  conveniently  placed  with 
reference  to  the  delivery  desk.  The  first  gallery  having  been 
entirely  emptied  by  the  removal  to  the  new  stack  room,  the 
shelves  were  filled  with  books  brought  down  from  the  higher 
galleries.  By  this  re-arrangement  the  public  can  be  more 
promptly  served  than  hitherto.  The  difficulty  which  now  ap- 
pears is  this,  that  while  the  books  brought  down  to  the  main 
floor  are  more  convenient  than  formerly  to  the  delivery  desk  they 
are  further  away  from  the  reference  room.  The  remedy,  it 
seems  to  me,  is  a  book  carrier  operated  by  an  electric  motor. 
There  is  certainly  necessity  for  some  improved  form  of  service 
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to  the  diflferent  floors  of  the  building.  The  clumsy  and  anti- 
quated dummy  lift,  so  long  in  vogue,  is  manipulated  at  great 
expense  of  patience  and  muscle. 

The  reference  room  now  has  twice  its  former  capacity,  both 
in  shelving  and  in  floor  space  for  readers.  This  enlargement 
was  timely,  for  so  greatly  has  the  popular  use  of  this  department 
increased  that  already  the  room  is  completely  filled  at  times. 
The  books  most  likely  to  be  wanted  in  reference  work  are  placed 
in  this  room  on  open  shelves,  accessible  to  all.  These  include 
all  bound  periodicals  and  works  which  are  strictly  for  reference 
in  philosophy,  literature,  art,  archaeology,  genealogy,  etc.  The 
room  is  abundantly  lighted,  both  naturally  and  artificially,  is 
well  ventilated,  and  is  a  pleasant  room  in  which  to  study.  The 
alcoves  afford  retirement  and  a  degree  of  exclusiveness.  The 
fact  that  over  335,000  books  were  used  in  it  last  year,  as  against 
291,000  the  previous  year,  speaks  for  itself  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  room  is  appreciated  by  the  public.  It  also  indicates 
rapidly  growing  patronage. 


Another  great  advantage  which  the  enlargement  of  the  build- 
ing afforded  was  the  opening  of  a  separate  department  for  chil- 
dren. As  the  purpose  and  aim  of  a  public  library  are  largely 
educational,  it  is  coming  to  be  felt  in  all  wide-awake  institutions 
of  this  character  that  special  efforts  should  be  made  to  interest 
young  people  and  to  direct  their  reading,  as  far  a^  practicable, 
in  proper  channels.  The  addition  to  the  building  gave  an  op- 
portunit}*^  for  a  room  for  this  purpose.  It  is  on  the  basement  or 
ground  floor,  which  is  only  a  foot  or  so  below  the  grade  of  the 
lot,  and  the  entrance  is  at  the  north  end  of  the  building,  so  that 
persons  visiting  this  room  need  not  pass  through  any  other  part 
of  the  building.  The  children's  room  is  52  feet  long  by  33  feet 
wide,  for  about  two-thirds  of  its  length,  and  for  the  remainder 
about  25  feet  wide.  It  is  abundantly  lighted,  well  ventilated  and 
is  in  every  respect  a  cheerful  and  pleasant  room.  Tlie  walls 
have  been  decorated  with  framed  portraits  of  famous  authors. 
Across  one  end  and  a  portion  of  one  side  is  shelving  of  the 
capacity  of  about  6,000  books.  These  cover  all  classes  of  litera- 
ture, but  are  mainly  fiction.  All  the  best  periodicals  for  children 
are  kept  on  file  and  the  bound  numbers  are  on  the  shelves.  The 
children  are  permitted  to  go  to  the  shelves,  examine  the  books 
and  make  their  own  selections.  Books  are  drawn  out  and  re- 
turned here,  and  thus  the  main  deliverv  room  is  relieved  from 
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the  great  crowds  which  in  former  years  had  become  exceedingly 
uncomfortable,  at  times.  The  children  themselves  appreciate 
the  privileges  of  this  department. 

Some  efforts  are  made  on  the  part  of  the  library  attendants 
to  help  young  persons,  or  to  advise  with  them  -in  respect  to  their 
reading,  if  such  help  and  advice  are  acceptable.  Parents  and 
teachers  frequently  come  with  their  children  or  pupils  and  look 
over  books,  with  a  view  to  making  judicious  selections.  In  this 
way  there  is  more  opportunity  than  ever  before  to  direct  the 
reading  of  young  persons  in  channels  that  will  be  helpful  and 
beneficial  in  increasing  their  knowledge  and  improving  their 
taste. 

This  department  was  first  opened  on  the  28th  day  of  May.  No 
complete  record  of  the  use  of  books  in  the  room  is  possible,  for 
the  reason  that  the  children  get  books  from  the  shelves  and 
return  them,  and  the  room  attendants  cannot  keep  track  of  all 
that  goes  on.  An  effort  was  made,  however,  for  one  month  to 
take  an  account  of  this  use  of  books,  as  a  basis  for  computation. 
Upon  this  basis  the  estimate  is  that  42,270  books  were  thus  used 
during  the  seven  months  since  the  room  was  opened. 

An  accurate  record  is  kept  of  the  books  drawn  out  on  cards 
for  home  reading.  This  shows  the  average  monthly  circulation 
of  this  department  to  be  7,929,  the  daily  average,  305.  There 
has  been  a  steady  growth  from  the  outset.  The  June  circulation 
was  6,607,  the  December  circulation  was  9,373.  The  total  circu- 
lation for  the  seven  months  was  55,502.  The  following  is  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  books  of  each  of  the  several  classes 
drawn  out  for  home  reading: 

Bound  periodicals 1,670  Literature 326 

Religion 41  History 1,750 

Sociology 154  Travel - 963 

Science 229  Biography -.      59S 

Useful  arts 218  Fiction - 48>;s6 

Fine  arts 667  Total 55.502 

In  line  with  the  educational  work  done  in  the  children's 
department  is  that  done  through  the  public  schools.  The  system 
has  been  in  operation  for  several  years,  and  has  been  alluded  to 
from  time  to  time  in  these  reports.  It  may  be  worth  while  to 
briefly  restate  the  facts. 

In  1887  an  arrangement  was  entered  into  between  the  Board 
of  Education  and  the  Library  Commission  In'  virtue  of  which 
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the  latter  undertook  to  supply  duplicate  copies  of  certain  library 
books  for  the  exclusive  use  of  pupils  in  the  public  schools.  The 
Board  of  Exlucation,  on  its  part,  agreed  to  become  responsible 
for  the  proper  usage  and  accounting  for  these  books  and  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  transportation  between  the  library  and  the 
school  houses.  That  arrangement  is  still  in  force  and  has  been 
found  to  work  satisfactorily.  Tlie  experiment  was  begun  in  a 
small  way  with  about  600  books  supplied  to  the  High  School 
grades.  It  has  been  extended  from  time  to  time — ^first  to  the 
seventh  and  eighth  grades,  then  to  the  fifth  and  sixth,  and  finally 
to  the  fourth ;  and  the  number  of  books  has  been  increased  until 
there  are  at  the  present  time  over  7,000  volumes  in  the  school 
circulating  libraries.  These  books  were  selected  by  a  committee 
of  school  principals. 

Tlie  books  in  the  high  school  grades  were  chosen  with  reference 
to  the  school  work.  They  are  not  designed  for  miscellaneous 
reading,  but  are  used  for  supplemental  reading  and  study  in 
connection  with  class  work.  They  are  kept  at  the  school  to  be 
studied  in  class,  or  are  drawn  out  over  one  dav  for  home  studv. 

The  books  circulate  from  the  Central  High  School  to  the 
eastern  and  western  departments,  each  accommodaring  its  order 
of  classes  to  the  others.  The  number  of  books  for  the  high 
school  grades  at  the  present  time  is  2,577.  Of  many  of  these 
there  are  only  one  or  two  copies.  Of  others  there  are  numerous 
copies. 

The  plan  having  proved  a  success  in  the  high  school  grades, 
in  March,  1889,  it  was  extended  to  the  seventh  and  eighth  gram- 
mar grades.  This  put  library  books  into  16  school  houses.  In 
January,  1892,  the  scheme  was  extended  to  include  the  fifth  and 
sixth  grades,  which  increased  the  number  of  schools  receiving 
to  30.  In  1894  the  number  of  books  was  considerably  increased. 
In  September,  1895,  the  plan  was  still  further  extended,  and  the 
fourth  grade  was  taken  in.  Tlie  books  now  go  into  55  schools. 
The  number  of  books  was  increased,  so  that  the  proportion  is 
now  about  one  book  for  every  three  pupils  enrolled  in  each  of  the 
grades.  The  number  of  books  assigned  to  each  is  as  follows: 
Fourth  grade,  1,507:  fifth  and  sixth,  1,772;  seventh  and  eighth, 
1,187,  making  a  total  of  4,466. 

The  Board  of  Education  provides  100  boxes  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  books,  some  of  the  larger  schools  requiring  several. 
It  also  provides  a  tnickman  to  move  the  boxes  from  the  librar}' 
to  the  school  houses  and  to  return  them.     The  books  are  brought 
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in  and  changed  every  eight  weeks,  or  five  times  during  the  school 
year  of  40  weeks.  When  returned  to  the  library  the  books  are 
changed  about  so  that  a  school  is  not  likely  to  get  any  of  the 
same  books  back  ag^in  oftener  than  once  in  two  or  three  years, 
and  as  the  pupils  are  constantly  changing  from  one  grade  to 
another  a  book  does  not  come  to  the  hands  of  a  child  a  second 
time.  If  requests  come  from  teachers  with  reference  to  the 
assignment  of  certain  books  they  are  complied  with;  otherwise 
the  distribution  is  made  by  a  library  attendant. 

The  books  selected  for  these  school  circulating  libraries  are 
not  intended  to  be  used  in  connection  with  school  studies,  though 
some  of  them  may  be  and  are  so  used.  The  intention  was  to 
choose  good  books  which  a  child  would  be  likely  to  read  and 
enjoy,  with  a  view  to  cultivating  the  habit  of  reading,  by  putting 
into  the  hands  of  the  child  something  outside  his  school  routine, 
which  would  be  attractive  and  profitable  to  him.  In  short,  to 
give  every  child  in  the  public  schools  some  acquaintance  with 
good  literature.  These  books  are  in  charge  of  the  principal  at 
each  school,  and  are  given  out  for  home  reading  under  very 
simple  regulations.  In  very  many  instances  they  are  read  by 
other  members  of  the  family,  beside  the  pupil  to  whom  loaned. 
The  pupil  may  also  have  a  library  card  and  draw  books  from  the 
Public  Library,  in  addition  to  those  which  he  gets  at  school. 

In  this  manner  the  public  school  houses  really  become  branch 
libraries,  from  which  the  books  of  the  library  circulate  among  the 
families  of  the  immediate  neighborhood.  For  the  first  time,  an 
effort  was  made  this  year  to  keep  an  adequate  record  of  the  use 
of  the  books.  By  a  simple  system  which  does  not  require  much 
effort  or  time  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  a  receipt  is  taken  when 
a  book  is  loaned  out,  and  the  counting  of  these  tickets  at  the 
end  of  the  month  and  entering  of  the  figures  in  the  blanks  pro- 
vided, furnish  a  permanent  record  of  the  use  of  each  book.  In 
this  way  the  circulation  of  books  is  reported  to  the  library.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  the  fourth  grade,  which  had  about  20 
different  titles,  shows  a  total  circulation  of  19,692.  The  most 
popular  books,  apparently,  were  "Brownies  Around  the  World," 
"Stories  from  Arabian  Nights,"  "Little  Folks  in  Feathers  and 
Fur,''  "Robinson  Crusoe,"  "Black  Beauty,''  "Captain  January,*' 
"Under  the  Lilacs,"  etc.  In  the  fifth  and  sixth  giades  the  cir- 
culation was  20,756.  The  different  titles  numbered  about  40. 
Those  which  had  over  700  readers  each  were,  in  the  order  of  their 
popularity,   as  follows:       ^'Beautiful  Joe,"  **Good   Old  Tinies,'^ 
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"Polly  Oliver's  Problem/'  "Patriot  Schoolmaster,"  "Sara 
Crewe/'  "Joyous  Story  of  Toto/'  "Donald  and  Dorothy/'  'Ten 
Boys."  In  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  the  circulation  was 
8,932.  The  books  are  naturally  of  a  character  which  requires 
more  time  for  their  reading.  No  one  book  was  read  700  times. 
The  one  which  came  nearest  to  it  was  Mrs.  Hamlin's  "Legends 
of  Detroit/'  with  622  readers.  It  may  be  noted  that  there  were 
more  copies  of  this  than  of  any  other  book,  which  will,  to  some 
extent,  account  for  its  large  use.  Other  books  most  read  were 
Baldwin's  "Siegfried,"  Fisk's  "War  of  Independence/'  "Zigzags 
in  Classic  Lands,"  Henty's  "Young  Carthaginians,"  "Rudder 
Grange,"  Cooper's  "Pioneers,"  etc. 

The  circulation  from  the  Central  High  School  is  estimated 
upon  a  basis  of  the  record  kept  during  the  four  months  of  occu- 
pancy of  the  present  building,  at  37,734.  Tlie  circulation  from 
the  eastern  and  western  high  schools  was  6,630;  from  the  gram- 
mar schools  49,380,  making  a  total  home  circulation  from  the 
school  houses  of  93,744.  The  following  shows  the  enrollment 
in  the  several  grades  using  the  books  and  the  circulation  from 
the  schools  which  showed  a  total  circulation  of  i  ,000  books  and 
upward : 

ENROLLMENT.  CIRCULATION. 

Barstow 344 1,006 

Berry 277.. 1,804 

Bishop 561.. -4,802 

Cass .716 2,040 

Duffleld  586 1,967 

Everett 271 1,322 

Field 386 1,240 

Hancock 848 1,466 

Jefferson 498 3.029 

Norvell 293 1,774 

Pitcher 829 1,058 

Tappan 498 1,910 

Tilden 561 1,240 

Washington 388 1,376 

Webster 568 2,931 

Wilkins.  ...248 1,829 

Williams 864 1,541 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  that  the  use  of  library  books 
in  the  several  schools  bears  no  uniform  relation  to  the  number 
of  children  in  the  schools.     Tlie  Berry,  with  an  enrollment  ver/ 
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much  less  than  the  Barstow,  shows  almost  double  the  circula- 
tion. The  Cass,  with  an  enrollment  more  than  40  per  cent 
greater  than  the  Bishop,  shows  less  than  half  its  circulation. 
Those  schools  which  show  a  relatively  large  circulation  are  the 
Berry,  Bishop,  Jefferson,  Norvell,  Webster  and  Wilkins.  The 
probability  is  that  these  figures  represent,  in  some  degree  at 
least,  the  interest  which  the  teachers  in  these  several  schools 
take  in  the  distribution  of  the  library  books  and  the  enthusiasm 
which  they  encourage  in  their  pupils  for  such  reading. 


The  Mayor,  in  his  recent  annual  message,  advocates  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  eastern  and  a  western  branch  library.  It  may  be 
said  that  the  distribution  above  described  of  library  books  from 
the  school  houses  in  all  parts  of  the  city  answers,  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  purpose  of  branch  libraries.  Good  books  are  sup- 
plied to  a  large  number  of  schools,  and  they  are  taken  home  by 
the  pupils.  While  they  are  primarily  for  the  reading  of  the 
children  they  are,  nevertheless,  read  by  other  members  of  the 
family,  and  in  many  instances  have  been  the  means  of  leading 
them  directly  to  the  library  and  the  drawing  of  books  therefrom. 
Branch  libraries  are  unquestionably  desirable,  and  when  the  time 
comes  that  the  city  authorities  feel  Jthat  the  cost  of  establishing  and 
maintaining  them  can  be  well  afforded,  the  Commission  will  be 
sure  to  exercise  its  best  judgment  in  selecting  books  therefor 
and  in  equipping  such  branches  on  a  scale  suitable  for  their 
economical  management.  At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  confessed 
that  there  is  considerable  expense  involved.  If  any  are  estab- 
lished, manifestly  two  will  not  be  sufficient.  The  situation  in 
Detroit  is  in  some  respects  peculiar.  All  street  railways  come 
down  to  the  business  center  of  the  city,  or  give  transfers  to  it. 
All  the  cars  of  the  Detroit  Railway,  except  the  cross-town  line, 
which  gives  transfers,  pass  directly  in  front  of  the  library.  The 
Woodward,  Jefferson,  Grand  River,  Third,  Myrtle,  Michigan, 
Gratiot,  Chene,  Brush  and  Trumbull  cars  pass  within  one  block 
of  the  library,  while  the  Fort  Street  and  Congress  and  Baker  cars 
pass  within  two  blocks.  It  is  easy  to  reach  the  library  from  any 
point  in  the  city  or  suburbs.  All  the  cars  of  suburban  lines  come 
down  to  the  center  of  the  city  on  some  one  of  the  streets  named 
above. 

No  branch  could  be  placed  in  either  the  east  end  or  the  west 
end  which  would  so  well  accommodate  the  residents  of  those 
extreme  portions  of  the  city  as  does  the  central  library.     If  one 
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were  placed  near  West  Fort  street  it  would  not  be  convenient  to 
the  residents  of  the  territory  northward.  If  it  were  placed  near 
Baker  street  it  would  be  open  to  the  same  objection.  So,  at  the 
east  end,  if  a  branch  were  established  near  Jefferson  avenue,  the 
residents  about  Gratiot  avenue  would  never  visit  it.  The  only 
solution,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  the  establishment  of  two 
branches  on  or  near  main  thoroughfares  in  the  east  end,  a  like 
number  in  the  west  end,  and  also  one  some  distance  out  Wood- 
ward avenue.  This  makes  five  branches  which  would  appear  to 
be  necessary,  if  any  are  to  be  provided,  since  it  would  be  hardly 
fair  to  favor  the  residents  of  one  extremity  of  the  city  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  others.  Such  branches  would  be  very  useful 
and  would,  without  doubt,  be  highly  appreciated  and  well  patron- 
ized. Several  branches  are  maintained  in  Cleveland,  Minne- 
apolis, Boston,  Toronto  and  other  cities. 


One  of  the  pleasant  events  of  the  year  was  the  visit  to  Detroit 
of  the  American  Library  Association  on  the  5th  of  September. 
The  Association  held  a  four  days'  conference  in  Cleveland,  and 
then  took  a  recess  for  a  trip  to  Mackinac,  where  the  concluding 
session  was  held.  One  day  was  spent  in  Detroit,  and  the  library 
entertained  the  visitors  with  a  drive  through  the  best  residence 
portion  of  the  city,  around  Belle  Isle  park  and  a  lunch  at  the 
Casino.  They  were  also  given  a  dinner  at  one  of  the  club  houses 
at  the  Flats.  Among  the  members  present  were  representatives 
of  the  chief  libraries  of  the  country,  from  Maine  to  Montana  and 
from  New  Orleans  to  Denver.  Many  of  them  had  never  before 
seen  Detroit,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  carried  away 
with  them  a  very  favorable  impression  of  the  city,  and  especially 
of  its  Public  Library.  They  were  interested  in  inspecting  all 
the  departments  of  the  institution  and  in  noting  all  the  details 
of  its  administration.  Being  experts  in  matters  of  this  kind,  they 
were  capable  of  passing  judgment  upon  every  point,  and  the 
fact  that  many  commendations  were  heard  and  no  serious  criti- 
cisms, may  be  ground  for  possible  self-congratulation. 

At  any  rate,  it  was  a  delightful  visit  to  all  concerned,  and  I  am 
sure  that  the  people  connected  with  the  library  enjoyed  it  quite 
as  well  as  any  others.  Before  adjournment  the  association 
adopted  a  resolution  expressing  pleasure  in  the  visit  and  thanks 
for  the  courtesy  and  hospitality  of  the  library.  Having  been  the 
president  of  this  association  in  1895,  it  afforded  nie  very  great 
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personal  satisfaction  to  welcome  its  members  upon  this  visit  to 
my  own  domain. 


A  new  departure  was  taken  late  in  the  year  in  placing  upon  the 
shelves  some  70  volumes  of  books  printed  in  Braille  type  for  the 
use  of  the  blind.  The  matter  was  first  agitated  in  the  newspapers 
and  appeared  to  strike  a  popular  chord  at  once.  Several  blind 
persons  who  had  small  libraries  of  their  own  volunteered  to 
present  a  number  of  books  to  the  library  for  the  benefit  of  their 
blind  friends.  These  with  the  books  bought  by  the  Commission 
form  quite  a  collection,  which  is  already  bringing  great  joy  and 
comfort  to  a  dozen  or  more  of  those  who  are  shut  out  from  all 
the  privileges  which  sight  affords. 


Mention  was  made  in  the  last  report  of  the  action  of  the  De- 
troit Medical  and  Library  Association  in  turning  over  to  the 
Public  Library  its  entire  collection  of  books  and  pamphlets. 
These  with  the  books  already  on  hand  gave  us  a  medical  library 
of  upwards  of  3,000  volumes.  While  many  of  these  are  out-of- 
date,  so  far  as  medical  science  is  concerned,  and  are  chiefly  of 
historical  interest,  there  is,  nevertheless,  a  very  g^reat  amount  of 
live  and  valuable  medical  literature  on  our  shelves.  In  order 
to  make  this  available,  the  library  hfts  undertaken  to  do  what 
it  has  not  yet  done  for  any  other  department,  and  that  is  to  make 
a  thorough  and  complete  analytical  catalogue  upon  cards  of  the 
subjects  treated  in  the  various  volumes.  This  includes  several 
hundred  periodical  publications  and  transactions  of  medical  so- 
cieties. This  work  has  been  in  progress  some  seven  or  eight 
months,  and  is  yet  far  from  completion.  Students  in  the  dental 
departments  of  the  medical  colleges  are  now  urgent  for  the 
library  to  supply  books  relative  to  their  specialty.  This  raises 
the  question  as  to  what  extent  the  library  would  be  justified  in 
going  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  a  class  or  profession. 


On  the  5th  of  October  fire  in  a  down-town  bindery  destroyed 
345  volumes  belonging  to  the  library.  Of  these  184  were  fiction, 
loss  small,  and  other  copies  easily  procured.  The  most  serious 
feature  of  the  affair  was  the  loss  of  a  dozen  or  so  of  early 
volumes  of  Detroit  newspapers,  which  it  will  be  extremely  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible,  to  replace.  No  insurance  covered  the 
value  of  the  books  destroyed.  Since  that  time  the  binders  who 
do  work  for  the  library  have  taken  out  policies  of  insurance  to 
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the  amount  of  $500  each  to  protect  the  library  from  a  similar 
misfortune  in  the  future. 

During  the  past  year  5,884  volumes  were  bound  by  contract 
in  outside  binderies  at  a  cost  of  $3,148.80,  an  average  of  a  little 
over  53  cents  per  volume.  The  library  bindery  was  maintained 
at  a  cost  of  $1,123.85,  for  the  repair  of  books  and  pasting  of 
labels,  etc.,  preparatory  to  placing  books  on  the  shelves.  In 
this  shop  11,680  books  were  repaired,  1,450  books  were  re-sewed 
and  re-cased,  beside  other  work  done,  as  above  mentioned. 

Sunday  opening  is  still  a  mooted  question  in  some  localities, 
though  the  principal  libraries  in  all  parts  of  the  coimtry  are  now 
open  on  Sundays  and  holidays.  A  few  libraries  permit  books  to 
be  drawn  out  for  home  reading,  as  on  other  days.  The  general 
practice  is  to  limit  the  use  of  the  books  to  those  who  read  in 
the  building.  This  library  has  been  open  on  Sundays  for  the 
past  eleven  years.  The  attendance  of  late  years  has  been  quite 
uniform.  The  records  of  the  library  show  that  the  number  of 
visitors  on  Sundays  and  holidays  last  year  was  over  33,000,  an 
average  of  636  for  each  Sunday.  The  hours  of  opening  are  2  to  9 
p.  m.,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  building  is  such  that  the 
presence  of  three  attendants  is  necessary,  one  each  in  three  differ- 
ent rooms.  These  attendants,  with  one  exception,  are  volunteers 
from  the  staff,  who  alternate  in  such  manner  that  no  one  of  them 
is  present  every  Sunday.  Extra  compensation  is  allowed  for 
Sunday  and  holiday  service. 

In  presenting  the  statistics  of  the  library  I  again  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  they  are  below  rather  than  above  the  actual  fact. 
In  several  departments  free  access  to  the  shelves  is  permitted,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  know  definitely  the  exact  number  of  books 
used.  The  statistics,  however,  show  the  use  approximately  and 
answer  the  purpose  sufficiently. 

Number  of  Library  cards  issued  In  1892  4,959  ^ 

"  "  "         "  1893  5.585 

'*  "  **         "  1894  6.149 

"  "  "         **  1895  5,470 

"  '*  »•         *•  1896  6,463 

Whole  number  of  valid  cards  28,625 

No.  of  books  in  the  Library  January  1,  1896  139,860 

Added  since  by  purchase 5.819 

*'  Rift _. 1,037 

•'        '*  binding  periodicals 287 

7.148 

Total  146,503 
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Withdrawn— 

**  condemned,  worn  out 1,925  i4o,oi» 

**  lost  by  fire ,.-    346 

lost  and  paid  for 180 


■  I  K^  ■■    ^viiiB      ■  mzm  ■■■■■■■'  M.  t  i«_v 

2  460 


Net  No.  of  books  December  81,  1896  144,053 

Of  the  1,925  books  worn  out,  1,819  were  fiction.  *.#♦!, 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  volumes  added  in  each  or  tne 

following  classes: 

Bibliography 124  Finearts l^ 

Cyclopedias 4S  Literature «^i 

Literary  periodicals 212  History ^ 

Philosophy 104  Travel       J-'J 

Religion 212  Biography ^Jq 

Sociology 1,190  Fiction A?>^ 

Philology 21  German 94 

Science 764  French — ]r 

Useful  arts : 562                      Total 7,143 

The  Library  was  open  809  days  for  the  drawing  of  bwks  for  home 
reading  and  866  days  for  consultation  of  books  in  the  building. 

Home  circulation  from  the  Library  ^2'i?i 

u  u  a         i»    Schools  93.<44 

Total  home  circulation  '*o5*?!? 

No.  of  books  consulted  at  the  Library  ___: 

Total  use  of  books  ^qI'IrS 

Unbound  periodicals  read  185.66« 

Total  use.  1896  1.076  787 

The  following  shows  the  percentage  of  circulation  of  books  of  the 
several  classes:  ,t 

Library  x>^^i?^^ 

Reading  Reading 

Cyclopedias 10.88 -  o« 

Literary  periodicals.... 15.97 i'jx 

Philosophy 1.81 Vn^ 

Religion 2.66 j"2 

Sociology 4.91 - jr^^ 

Philosophy 3.79 Vrq 

Science 5.61 |?2 

Useful  arts 10.54 }?? 

Finearts _  15.88 l'^ 

Literature 6.90 ;•"' 

History 7.17 J^ 

Travel 3.94 i"il 

Biography 6.64,... -J--" 

Fiction 1.17 If-^l 

Juvenile  fiction ^'H 

German 0.35 ^i^ 

French 0.66 V?" 

Polish 0.32 ^'^^ 

Other  languages 0.80 

100.00  100.00 
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PopuIatioD  of  city,  census  1894  288,264 

No.  card  holders  28,625 

No.  of  books  in  library  144,053 

Total  circulation  of  books  891.129 

Average  dally  circulation  at  the  library  2,872 

Largest  day  at  the  library  Jan.  25  8,680 

Smallest  day  at  the  library  June  80  1,476 

No.  Sunday  and  holiday  visitors  88,000 

Delinquent  books  brought  in  by  collector  227 

Fines  collected  for  detention  of  books,  etc.  SI, 229  90 

Expended  for  books  and  periodicals  $10,078.66 
Cost  of  maintenance,  aside  from  book 

purchases  and  catalog  printing  $82,877.26 

HENRY  M.    UTLEY, 

Librarian. 


APPENDIX. 


Following  are  the  names  of  donors  to  the  Library  during  the  year, 
with  the  number  of  volumes  and  pamphlets  given  by  each: 

Voli».    Pamph. 

Adair,  William.,  Estate  of 142 

American  Cllmatological  Association 2 

American  Congregational  Associatioo 1 

American  Forestry  Association 1 

American  Humane  Association 1 

American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy 9 

American  Laryngological  Association 1 

Arthur,  L.  A.,  Detroit 1 

Ayer,  William  C,  Union  Village,  0 1  3 

Babcock  &  Wilcox  Co.,  New  York 1 

Balch,  Thomas  W.,  Philadelphia I 

Barnard,  Mrs.  H.  D.,  Detroit 2 

Belden,  J.  M.,  Detroit 57 

Bigg,  Dr.  A.  H.,  Detroit 5  273 

Blades,  F.  A.,  Detroit 2 

Boston  Health  Department 1 

Boston  Record  Commissioners 2 

Boston  Young  Men^s  Christian  Union 1 

Boynton,  A.  G.,  Detroit 1 

Brymner,  D.,  Ottowa 1 

Buffalo  Charity  Organization  Society 1 

Buffalo  Historical  Society 2 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association,  Boston    2  1 

Burgess,  Aaron,  Detroit 1 

Burgess,  Rev.  Frederick.,  Detroit     7 

Cadbury,  Richard,  Birmingham,  England 1 

California  Mining  Bureau 3 

Campbell,  Valeria,  Estate  of 15  734 

.Canada,  Educational  Department  of,  Ontario  41  25 

Canada,  Geological  Survey l  1 

Canada,  Patent  Office 1 

Canada,  Royal  Society  of 1 

Candler,  Nate,  Detroit 2 

Chamberlain,  L.  T.,  New  York  1 
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Vols.    Pamph. 

ChamberliQ,  L.  H.,  Detroit 5                3 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade 1 

Cincinnati  Cliamber  of  Commerce 1 

Civil  Service  Reform  League,  Wasbinglon 1 

Connecticut  Board  of  Health 1 

Connecticut  Labor  Bureau 2 

Conover,  Mary,  Detroit *. 4 

Cooke,  J.  P.,  Boston 1 

Coughlin,  John  T.,  Detroit 21 

Crocker,  U.  H.,  Boston 1 

Cust,  R.  N.,  London 4 

Colleges  and  Universities: 

Amherst  College I 

Arizona,  University  of 1 

Armour  Institute,  Chicago 1 

Bowdoin  College 3 

California,  University  of 4 

Charleston,  College  of 1 

Chicago,  University  of I 

Colorado,  University  of  1 

Columbia  College 2               2 

Cornell  University 1              17 

Depauw  University 1 

Harvard  University 3 

Iowa,  University  of 3 

Johns  Hopkins  University  1                4 

Leland  Stanford  Jr.  University 5 

McCormfck  Theological  Seminijry 1 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 2 

Michigan  Agricultural  College 15                5 

Michigan  Mining  School 1 

Michigan,  University  of 1                2 

Missouri  Agricultural  College 3 

Mt.  Holyoke  College J 

Nebraska,  University  of 2 

New  York,  University  of 1                 i 

Northwestern  University 1 

Norwich  University,  Vermont 1 

Oberlin  College  3 

Pennsylvania,  University  of 1                4 

Princeton  Theological  Seminary J 

Tulane  University 1 

Vermont,  University  of J 

Wisconsin,  University  of 1                3 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute I 
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Vols.    Pamph. 

Yale  University 1  1 

Bavies,  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  K,  Detroit 20 

Davock,  H.  P.,  Detroit  1 

Day,  B.  S.,  New  York 1 

De  Peyster,  J.  W.,  New  York 2 

Detroit  Association  of  Charities  1 

Board  of  Health 1  3 

Board  of  Public  Works 1 

Centennial  Committee 1 

City  Clerk 4 

Medical  and  Library  Association l 

Park  &  Boulevard  Commissioa I 

Water  Commission 1 

Dickerson,  F.  B.,  Detroit 1  2 

Essex  Institute,  Salem 1 

Elliott,  R.  R.,  Detroit 1 

Egleston,  Thomas,  New  York 1 

Farmer,  Silas,  Detroit 6 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago 7 

Fitts,  George  H.,  Willimatic,  Conn 1 

Friends,  Yearly  Meeting  of 1 

Furman,  Alfred  A.,  Clifton,  New  York 1 

Gildehaus,  Charles,  St.  Louis l 

Gould,  G.  M  ,  Philadelphia 24 

Great  Britain,  Patent  Office 4 

Green,  S.  A.,  Boston 5  44 

Green,  S.  S.,  Worcester 2 

Greusel,  J.  H.,  Detroit 5 

Hall,  C.  E.,  Detroit 1 

Hart,  Gilbert,  Detroit 1 

Harvard  Medical  Alumni  Association 2 

Hawaii,  Consulate  of,  Detroit 2 

Helm,  A.  W.,  Detroit 3  15 

Hollister,  Lilian  M.,  Detroit 1 

Hubbard,  Bela,  Estate  of,  Detroit 181 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia 5 

Iowa  Geological  Survey 1 

Jamas,  E.  J.,  Philadelphia 1 

Kansas  Board  of  Agriculture 3 

Kentucky,  Polytechnic  Society  of 1 

King,  Horatio  E.,  New  York 1 

Klicndlenst,  Stanley,  Detroit t 1 

Kuhn,  Edward,  Detroit 9 

Lefflngwell,  Albert,  Cambridge 1 

Leonard,  Dr.  C.  H.,  Detroit 40  123 
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Lytle,  John  J.,  Philadelphia 1 

Libraries: 

Allegheny,  Carnegie  Library 2 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt  Library 1 

Baltimore,  Peabody  Institute  Library 1 

Battle  Creek  Public  Library 2 

Boston  Public  Library  1                1 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Public  Library 1 

Broolcline  Public  Library 8 

Brooklyn  Library 2 

Brooklyn  Union  for  Church  Work  Library 1 

Buffalo  Library  . .  / 1               1 

Burlington,  Vt.,  Fletcher  Library 1 

Butte,  Mont.,  Public  Library 1 

California  State  Library  1 

Cardiff,  Wales,  Public  Library 1 

Chicago  Public  Library 1 

Cincinnati  Public  Library 1                2 

Cleveland  Public  Library 3 

Croyden,  Eng.,  Public  Library 1 

Dayton  Public  Library 1 

Denver  Public  Library 1 

Eau  Claire  Public  Library 1 

Germantown,  Pa.,  Friends'  Library 1 

Glasgow,  Bailie's  Institution  Library 1 

Gloversville  Public  Library 1 

Grand  Rapids  Public  Library 1                3 

Harlem  Public  Library 1 

Hartford  Public  Library ft 

Harvard  University  Library 2 

Helena,  Mont.,  Public  Library 2 

Hoboken  Public  Library 3 

Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  James  Prendergast  Library I 

Jersey  City  Public  Library 12 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

Leyton,  Eng.,  Public  Library 

London,  Clerkenwell  Public  Library 

London,  St.  Martin-in-the-flelds  Library 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library 

Louisville,  Polytechnic  Institute  Library 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public  Library 

Manchester,  Eng.,  Public  Library 

Massachusetts  State  Library  Commission 

Michigan  State  Library 37 
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Milwaukee  Public  Library  1               4 

Minneapolis  Public  Library 1               4 

New  Bedford  Public  Library 1 

New  Hampshire  Library  Comuiission 1 

New  Hampshire  State  Library 1 

New  Haven  Public  Library 9 

New  Jersey  State  Library 1               6 

New  York,  A^ilar  Library 1 

New  York,  Malmonldes  Library 1 

New  York,  Mechanics  &  Tradesmen's  Library 1 

New  York,  Mercantile  Library 3 

Newark  Public  Library 1              10 

Newton,  Mass.,  Public  Library 1 

Northampton,  Forbes  Library 1 

Ohio  State  Library 1               1 

Passaic  Public  Library 1 

Paterson  Public  Library • 2 

Pawtucket  Public  Library  1 

Peoria  Public  Library 1 

Philadelphia  City  Institute  Library 1 

Philadelphia,  Library  Company  Library 1 

Philadelphia,  Apprentices'  Library 1 

Pittsburg,  Carnegie  Library 1 

Plymouth,  Eng.,  Public  Library 1 

Portland,  Ore.,  Public  Library 6 

Poughkeepsle  Public  Library 1 

Providence,  Athenaeum  Library 9 

Providence  Public  Library , 1               1 

Quincy,  111.,  Public  Library 2 

Riverside,  Cal.,  Public  Library 1 

Rochester,  Reynolds  Library 1 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Public  Library 2 

St.  Louis,  Mercantile  Library  2 

St.  Louis  Public  Library 4 

St.  Paul  Public  Library 1 

Salem,*  Mass.,  Public  Library 12 

San  Francisco,  Mechanics  Library  1 

San  Francisco,  Mercantile  Library 1 

San  Francisco  Public  Library 14 

Scranton  Public  Library 5 

Seattle  Public  Library  . .' 2 

Somerville,  Mass.,  Public  Library 1 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Public  Library 13 

Syracuse,  Central  Library 1 

Taunton,  Mass.,  Public  Library 1 
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Tokyo,  JapaD,  Public  Library 

Toronto  Public  Library 

Vermont  State  Library  Commission 

Warren  County,  111.,  Library 

Wilkesbarre,  Osterhout  Library 1 

Wilmington,  Del.,  Institute  Library 

Windsor,  Ont.,  Public  Library 

Worcester  Public  Library 

McGarry,  Mrs.  Fannie  E.,  Detroit 1 

McMillan,  James,  Detroit 18 

Maine  Labor  Bureau — 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Health 

Board  of  Lunacy 

Labor  Bureau 

Railroad  Commissioners 

Record"  Commissioners :, 

May  hew,  Mrs.  Ira,  Detroit 

Melville,  Henry,  New  York 

Michigan,  Banking  Department 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 

State  Medical  Society 

Minwegen,  J.  F.,  Detroit 

Missouri,  Geological  Survey 

Monroe,  S.  A.,  Detroit 

Munson,  Myron  A.,  New  Haven 

Murray,  A.  J,,  Detroit 

National  Democratic  Committee 

Nebraska  Historical  Society 

New  Jersey,  Adjutant  General 

Geological  Survey 

Industrial  School  for  Girls 

Prison  Board 

New  York  Central  Railroad  Co 

Civil  Service  Commission 

Farmers  

Forest  Commission 

Labor  Bureau 

Ohio  Board  of  Agriculture , 

Labor  Bureau ^ . 

Parvin,  T.,  Philadelphia 

Pepper,  David,  Philadelphia 

Peters,  Eugene,  Washington 

Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 

Times *.   

Presbyterian  Historical  Society,  Pliiladelphia 


Vols.    Pamph. 

1 


1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 


1 
67 
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Presbyterian  Hospital,  New  York 

Prieslce,  A.  A.,  Sinkville 

Providence,  Record  Commissioners  of 

Eeitzel,  Robert,  Detroit 

Rhode  Island,  Board  of  Health    

Rippey,  J.  N.,  Muskegon 

Royal  Historical  Society,  London — 

Smithsonian  Institution 

Stearns,  Frederick,  Detroit 18 

Stewart,  F.  E.,  Detroit 

Stokes,  A.  S.,  New  York I 

Stowe,  Lyman  E  ,  Detroit 2 

Sutro,  A. ,  San  Francisco  

Tennessee,  Board  of  Health 

Thayer,  George,  Rochester,  N.  Y 1 

United  States  Government: 

Bureau  of  American  Republics 2 

Education 6 

Marine  Hospital  Service 1 

Weather 1 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 7 

Department  of  Agriculture    3 

Interior 25 

Navy 2 

State 5 

Treasury 5 

War 3 

Labor 2 

Fish  Commission 1 

Geological  Survey 1 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission 

Patents 4 

Superintendent  of  Documents  122 

Uruguay,  Republic  of    I 

Unknown 3 

Wayne  County,  Mich.,  Superintendents  of  the  Poor 

Wilson,  Edward,  Detroit 2 

Wisconsin  Historical  Society 

Woolley,  Mrs.  Maria  R.,  Detroit 6 

Yonkers  Historical  Association 


1 
2 

1 
1 

5 

1 


5 
1 


5 
2 

15 
2 

38 

10 
1 
5 

21 

2 
1 

2 

12 
1 

1 

2 

1 


Total 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT, 


lb  th£  Board  of  Education : 

Gentlemen — ^The  Public  Library  still  quietly  fulfils  its  literary 
mission  of  ministering  to  the  mental  needs  and  healthful  enter- 
tainment of  the  public  As  an  institution,  apart  from  any  outside 
turmoil  and  the  noisy  disquietudes  of  everyday  life,  it  attracts  to 
its  tranquil  reading-room  and  reference  library  the  large  numbers 
that  frequent  them,  while  those  who  draw  books  equally  subserve 
their  special  entertaining  or  educational  needs  in  their  own 
homes. 

The  new  children's  department  has  proved  a  great  success. 
Singularly  enough,  it  attracts  not  only  the  young  people,  but 
their  parents.  The  room  is  already  overcrowded  on  specially 
busy  days.  Unfortunately  there  appears  to  be  no  possibility  of 
enlargement. 

Evidence  of  the  largely  increased  use  of  the  library  by  the 
public  generally  can  be  seen  in  the  following  figures  of  the  cir- 
culation of  books  during  the  years  1896  and  1897.  In  1896 
were  "circulated  891,129  books;  in  the  year  1897,  954409.  Num- 
ber of  persons  holding  library  cards  in  1896,  ^,625;  in  1897, 
3<5,249. 

Reading  for  the  Blind. 

The  effort  made  last  year  by  the  Library  Commission  to  care 
for  the  educational  needs  of  the  blind  can  be  -summarized  as 
follows:  Sixty-six  volumes  specially  designed  for  this  afflicted 
class  were  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $105.00;  44. were  donated, 
making  in  all  iio  volumes.  The  circulation  for  the  year  was  77 
volumes;  the  number  of  blind  persons  using  these  books, 
about  10. 

In  this  connection  the  following  article  from  the  London 
Daily  Mail  will  show  how  the  blind  are  cared  for  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland: 
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What  is  perhaps  the  strangest  library  in  the  world  is  situated  in  a 
private  house  in  one  of  the  quietest  thoroughfares  of  Hampstead.  At 
No.  114  Belsize  road  there  is  a  lending  library  for  the  blind,  the  only 
institution  of  its  kind  which,  caters  for  the  wants  of  the  entire  sightless 
population  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Founded  sixteen  years  ago  by 
a  blind  lady.  Miss  Arnold,  as  a  private  library  for  the  use  of  a  few 
afflicted  people,  there  rapidly  grew  up  a  demand  for  its  benefits  all  over 
the  country.  It  now  numbers  over  3.500  volumes,  has  a  membership  of 
500  readers,  and  its  books  circulate  as  far  as  the  north  of  Scotland  in 
one  direction  and  the  Channel  islands  in  the  other.  The  appearance 
which  the  library  presents  is  an  uncommon  one.  The  shelves  are  piled 
with  large  folio  volumes.  Some  idea  of  the  spacf  it  requires  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  the  Bible,  translated  into  Dr.  Moon's  system, 
fills  no  less  than  sixty-two  volumes.  The  books  which  the  sightless 
borrow  do  not  differ  materially  in  character  from  those  which  circulate 
among  ordinary  readers.  They  mostly  read  novels,  but  there  is  a  steady 
call  for  Shakespeare,  Carlyle,  Green*s  "History  of  England'*  and  the  "His- 
tory of  Our  Own  Times."  But,  just  as  at  any  other  library,  there  is  a 
c<)nstaht  demand  for  the  newest  books.  The  latest  additions  are  Nan- 
sen  s  "Farthest  North**  and  "Sixty  Years  a  Queen,"  and  both  are  im- 
mensely popular. 

To  US  Americans  the  circtilation  of  books  at  distances  so  great 

is  a  problem   of  geographical  possibilities.     But  it   should  be 

remembered  that  distances  in  our  Own  country  are  no  criterion 

for  those  cited.     Aside  from  this,  the  Elnglish  system  of  the 

**Parcel  Post"  is  the  method  of  circulation.     This  is  a  cheap 

.system,  the  rates  charged  being  regulated  by  the  weight,  not  the 

bulk.    As  these  books  for  the  blind  are  bulky,  but  not  weighty, 

the  rates  are  low. 

The  Curtailment  of  our  Income. 

The  following  statement  is  explanatory  of  this  curtailment: 
(i)     The  taxation  by  the  city  for  the  support  of  the  Library 

(1-5  mill),  being  based  on  assessed  valuation  of  property,  has  been 

reduced  by  a  reduction  of  valuation. 

(2)  The  average  annual  income  of  the  Library  from  Criminal 
Court  fin^s  has  been  reduced  by  decrease  of  prosecutions,  espe- 
cially in  saloon  and  liquor  cases,  ,an(j^  by,  the  trial  of  many  cases 
under  city  ordjnanceis,  by  direction  of  prosecuting  officers,  with 
whom  it  is  optional,  instead  of  under  the  statutes.  In  city 
ordinance  cases  fines  are  paid  into  the  city  treasury',  in  statutory' 
cases  into  the  Library  Fund. 

(3)  ,The  average  annual  income  of  the  Library  heretofore 
from  Criminal  Court  fines  has  been  about  $10,000.00.  In  1897 
this  fell  off  to  about  $2,000.00,  a  reduction  of  $8,000.00;  and  we 
are  told  that  hereafter  the  income  is  likelv  to  be  less,  rather  than 
l^rreater  than  in  1897. 
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Our  present  income  is  about  $42,000.00.  This  is  drawn  upon 
as  follows:  (i)  Expenses  for  running  and  maintaining  Library, 
$28,000.00.  (2)  Expense  of  repairing  and  binding  books, 
$5,000.00.  (3)  Outlay  for  serial  subscriptions,  to  keep  unim- 
paired and  complete  the  Library  files,  $1,800.00. 

The  balance  left  after  these  several  expenditures  constitutes 
our  depleted  fund  for  the  purchase  of  new  books.  In  1896  there 
was  expended  for  books  $8,745.00.  In  1897  this  was  necessarily 
limited  to  $6,438.00. 

Now,  the  Detroit  Public  Library  is  the  pride  of  the  city  and 
the  State.  Not  only  this,  but  it  stands  among  the  foremost  of 
its  class  in  the  United  States.  Its  high  reputation  is  recognized 
by  all  persons  having  knowledge  of  the  subject  in  every  part  of 
the  country. 

Such  an  institution  certainly  deserves  to  keep  abreast  of  the 
literature  of  the  day  and  its  own  reputation.  But  the  curtailment 
of  its  income  directly  affects  that  reputation  in  the  gradual  impair- 
ment of  its  catalogue,  its  lessened  attractiveness  and  enrichment, 
and  the  waning  distinction  of  the  Library'  in  the  future. 

This  curtailment  of  income  prevents  the  development  of  the 
Library  along  special  lines  of  recognized  importance  and  value. 
But  the  result  which  most  aflFects  our  citizens  is  that  it  prevents  the 
establishment  of  branches  in  remote  parts  of  the  city.  Such 
branch  libraries  are  now  maintained  in  nearly  all  the  large  cities, 
and  prove  of  great  service  and  convenience  to  those  who  live  far 
away  from  the  central  library,  (lovernor  Pingree,  in  his  last 
annual  message,  as  Mayor,  to  the  Common  Council,  a  year  ago, 
strongly  recommended  the  establishment  of  branch  libraries. 
But  this  is  not  possible  with  our  present  and  prospective  financial 
condition. 

Tliis  disabling  of  our  resources  is  with  us  a  matter  of  regretful 
feeling  and  chagrin.  But  it  falls  directly  back  upon  the  public 
itself,  who,  in  such  increasing  numbers,  so  largely  to  be  aug- 
mented by  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city,  are  deriving  such  profit 
and  pleasure  from  the  institution.  The  people  themselves  are 
the  sufferers. 

The  Civil  Service  Examinations. 

A  preliminary  word  or  two,  before  touching  upon  this  examin- 
ation, for  those  who  are  unaware  of  certain  rules  obtaining  in  the 
Library.    The  Library  Commissioners  are-sometimes  approached 
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for  whom  it  was  provided.  The  demands  upon  it  have  so  in- 
creased that  the  full  limit  of  the  capacity  of  the  room  was  long 
since  reached,  and  there  appears  to  be  no  way  of  enlarging  it. 
The  books  drawn  out  here  for  home  reading  have  increased  in 
number  from  a  monthly  average  of  7,929  to  8,276.  The  highest 
daily  average  was  393  in  January,  and  the  smallest  was  263,  in 
September.  The  whole  number  of  volumes  drawn  out  here  for 
home  reading  was  99,313,  and  the  number  taken  from  the  shelves 
for  reading  in  the  room  was  85,943;  total,  185,256. 

The  relief  which  this  department  affords  to  the  general  cir- 
culating department  is  most  notable.  It  is  obvious  that  with  the 
increased  use  of  the  library  the  main  room,  now  at  times  badly 
crowded,  would  have  been  practically  useless,  by  reason  of  the 
dense  crowd,  if  relief  had  not  been  found  in  the  opening  of  the 
reference  reading  room  and  the  children's  department.  Both 
these  departments,  as  well  as  the  main  room,  are  now  ver),-^  fre- 
quently entirely  filled.  It  is  certain  that  no  additional  floor  space 
can  be  provided  in  the  present  building.  The  only  hope  for  better 
things  lies  in  the  enlargement  of  the  building,  or  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  branches. 

Branches. 

Late  in  the  year  negotiations  took  place  between  the  Library- 
Commission  and  the  Water  Commission  with  reference  to  the 
establishment  of  a  branch  library  at  the  water  works  pumping 
station.  The  late  Chauncey  Hurlbut  bequeathed  his  entire  estate 
to  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  in  trust,  one  moiety  of  the 
income  to  be  devoted  to  the  care  and  beautifying  of  the  grounds 
of  the  pumping  station,  and  the  balance  to  the  maintenance  of  a 
library.  He  also  left  his  own  private  library,  which  was  particu- 
larly rich  in  works  of  a  scientific  and  practical  character,  as  a 
nucleus  for  the  library  contemplated  in  his  will.  It  is  understood 
that  the  income  available  for  library  purposes  will  amount  to 
about  $5,000  a  year.  A  library  building  is  now  in  course  of 
erection,  to  be  ready  probably  in  June  next.  When  the  new 
building  is  completed,  it  is  the  plan  of  the  Water  Commission 
to  use  the  portion  of  the  income  of  the  Hurlbut  estate  set  aside 
for  library  purposes  for  the  maintenance  of  a  library  and  free 
reading  room,  and  the  employment  of  some  suitable  person  to  be 
placed  in  charge. 

The  proposition  made  to  the  Library  Commission  is  that  the 
latter  shall  recognize  the  Hurlbut  Library  as  a  branch  of  the 


LIBRARY  COMMISSION  REPORT  OF  1897-  I3 

Public  Library  and  supply  through  it  such  books  as  may  be 
asked  for  there.  This  proposition  was  favorably  entertained  by 
the  Library  Commission,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  details  and 
putting  the  plan  into  operation  only  await  the  completion  of  the 
new  library  building  at  the  pumping  station. 

The  inauguration  of  this  plan  for  extending  the  usefulness  and 
increasing  the  influence  of  the  library  among  the  people  of  the 
eastern  end  of  the  city  awakens  the  hope  that  enterprising  and 
public-spirited  citizens  in  other  sections  of  the  city  may  come  for- 
ward with  the  offer  of  buildings  and  the  means  of  supplying  them 
with  books  and  maintaining  them  as  branch  libraries.  There 
are  wealthy  residents  in  various  directions  who  could  do  their 
friends  and  neighbors  no  greater  service,  nor  hand  down  their 
names  in  a  more  sure  way  to  a  grateful  posterity,  than  to  severally 
follow  the  example  of  Mr.  Hurlbut,  erect  a  memorial  building  and 
endow  the  same  for  a  branch  of  the  Public  Library,  which  should 
bear  their  name.  Without  a  much  greater  income  than  it  now 
enjoys,  the  Library  Commission  cannot  entertain  the  idea  of 
creating  branches  and  maintaining  them  at  its  own  expense,  how- 
ever desirable  and  useful  they  may  be. 

Binding. 

By  fire  in  a  down-town  bindery  on  December  28,  the  library 
lost  54  volumes  and  rescued  many  more  volumes  in  a  damaged 
condition.  Fortunately,  the  lesson  of  a  year  before  had  been 
trken  to  heart,  and  the  library  was  fully  protected,  in  this  instance, 
by  a  policy  of  insurance.  As  heretofore,  all  the  repairing  and 
re-sewing  were  done  in  the  repair  shop  in  the  building.  Here 
three  persons  are  employed  at  an  expense  of  $1,224  ^^^  wages, 
while  $39.15  was  paid  for  material.  There  were  14,895  books  re- 
paired and  896  re-sewed. 

The  amount  and  cost  of  the  work  done  in  outside  binderies 
are  shown  in  the  following  statement: 

New  binding,  Rebinding,    Total  Cost. 

Vols.  Vols.  Vols. 

Half  morocco 472  556  1,028  $1,063.85 

Half  roan 130  5^  694  294.85 

English  cloth 368  1,161  1.529  680.50 

Linen  Buckram   178  2,635  2,813  i,22r.63 

Cotton  duck  36  30  66  126.80 

Total 1,184  4»946  6,130  $3.33763 
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International  Library  Conference. 

I  attended  the  International  Conference  of  Librarians  held  in 
London,  July  13  to  16  inclusive,  1897,  as  representative  of  the 
Detroit  Public  Library.  The  membership  of  the  conference 
numbered  nearly  600,  much  the  larger  proportion,  of  course, 
being  from  the  British  Isles.  There  were,  however,  upwards  of 
80  American  delegates,  representing  the  leading  public  and  other 
libraries  of  the  United  States.  The  principal  governments  of  the 
civilized  world  were  represented  by  officially  appointed  delegates, 
those  from  the  United  States  being  Melvil  EKewey,  of  Albany, 
Justin  Winsor,  of  Harvard  University,  and  Herbert  Putnam,  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library.  The  other  governments  thus  officially 
represented  were  Great  Britain,  Canada,  British  Columbia, 
Australia,  Jamaica,  France,  Italy,  Sweden,  India,  Japan,  British 
Guiana,  Germany,  Switzerland,  Belgium,  Holland  and  Denmark. 

The  meetings  of  the  conference  were  held  in  the  Guildhall, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London. 
The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  opened  the  proceedings  with  an 
address  of  welcome,  and  on  one  evening  gave  an  official  reception 
at  the  Mansion  House,  when  an  opportunity  was  afforded  to  meet 
distinguished  literary  people.  Sir  John  Lubbock  presided  over 
the  deliberations  of  the  conference,  relieved  at  times  bv  the  Earl 
of  Crawford  and  Balcarres,  by  Mr.  Justin  Winsor,  president  of 
the  A.  L.  A.,  and  by  Aid.  Harry  Rawson,  of  Manchester,  president 
of  the  L.  A.  U.  K.  There  were  two  sessions  of  the  conference 
daily,  beginning  respectively  at  9:30  a.  m.  and  2:30  p.  tn.  An 
elaborate  program  had  been  prepared,  an  important  part  having 
been  assigned  to  Americans,  and  the  time  was  fully  taken  up 
v.ith  the  papers  and  discussions.  These  were  reported  and  will  be 
printed  in  full  in  a  volume  of  proceedings  which  will  in  itself  con- 
stitute an  authoritative  expression  of  the  latest  and  best  opinions 
of  the  library  world  on  all  topics  relating  to  library  develop- 
ment, progress  and  management.  The  social  features  connected 
with  the  conference  aflforded  delegates  an  opportunity,  which  very 
few  visitors  are  permitted  to  enjoy,  of  meeting  distinguished 
people  in  the  world  of  letters  and  of  art,  and  of  inspecting  the 
literary  and  art  treasures  of  some  of  the  noble  halls  of  England. 

Observations  on  English  Libraries. 

While  abroad  I    improved    the    opportunity    to    personally 
examine  as  many  libraries  as  possible,  for  the  purpose  of  gaining 
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information  which  might  be  of  practical  advantage.  Among  the 
libraries  which  I  inspected  were  the  following:  In  Liverpool,  the 
Public  and  Athenaeum;  in  Birkenhead,  the  Central  Public  and 
one  of  its  branches;  in  Wigan,  the  Public;  in  Manchester,  the 
Central  Public  and  a  branch,  also  the  John  Ryland's  and  Chetham 
libraries;  in  Birmingham,  the  Central  Public  and  one  of  its 
branches;  in  Warwick,  the  Public;  in  London,  the  Guildhall, 
Zion  College,  Athenaeum;  in  Edinburgh,  the  Carnegie  Public; 
in  Glasgow,  the  Mitchell  Public;  in  E>ouglas,  Isle  of  Man,  the 
I*ublic;  in  Dublin,  the  National,  Trinity  College  and  Rathmines 
Public  (suburban).  I  also  visited  and  made  a  thorough  inspec- 
tion of  the  printed  books'  department  of  the  British  Museum  in 
London,  the  Bodleian  Library  in  Oxford,  and  the  Bibliotheque 
Nationale  in  Paris.  These  were  in  addition  to  many  private 
libraries  and  collections  of  books  and  manuscripts,  some  of  which 
are  of  the  very  greatest  rarity  and  intrinsic  value.  All  were  of 
exceeding  interest  and  the  opportunity  to  see  them  is  the  event 
of  a  lifetime. 

The  foreign  idea  of  a  library  differs  essentially  from  that  to 
\r^hich  we  are  accustomed  on  this  side  of  the  water.  There  great 
stress  is  laid  on  rare  and  ancient  works,  and  especially  on  manu- 
scripts and  the  beautifully  illuminated  work  of  the  monks  of  the 
middle  ages,  as  well  as  the  earliest  and  most  rare  of  printed 
books  of  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries,  and  the  marvelously 
beautiful  products  of  the  early  and  more  modern  bookbinders. 
There  are  collections  of  Caxtoniana,  Elzeviriana,  Shakspeariana, 
Chaucerina,  which  it  would  not  be  possible  to  duplicate,  because 
no  amount  of  money  could  procure  them.  In  the  Chetham 
Library  in  Manchester  $25,000  was  paid  for  a  single  volume. 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  would  not  sell  its  copy  of  the  Book  of 
Kells  for  the  fee  simple  to  the  American  continent.  Some  of  the 
volumes  in  the  Shakspearian  collection  in  the  Bodleian  and  the 
Birmingham  Public  Library  cost  a  respectable  fortune,  have  no 
duplicate  and  are  absolutely  unattainable.  These  treasures  repre- 
sent the  prevailing  idea  of  a  library — a  great  collection  of  rare 
and  costly  books,  the  chief  satisfaction  in  which  is  in  their  pos- 
session. Such  collections  are  not  possible  in  the  United  States. 
Even  if  we  had  the  means  to  buy  them,  they  are  not  procurable, 
for  the  rarities  have  all  been  picked  up,  and  except  under  very 
improbable  circumstances  never  again  come  into  the  market. 
The  gathering  of  them  has  been  the  work  of  centuries,  and  there 


20  LIBBAIT  OOnOSSlOS  KFOKT  OF  1897. 


Yq1&        PiiBpli' 

Odtfonna,  Unsrcrsity  of <                 4 

CIricago,  Umrcnitj  of i 

Cokjrado.  UnircrsitY  01 i 

Cohmibia  UiuTenity  2                 4 

GmucII  Vmrcnitf  1                 ^ 

Dcpaow  UfUTcrsity  i 

Drexd  Institntc,  Philaddphia i 

Harvard  UiuTernty  i 

Iowa,    UniTcrsity   of i 

Johns  Hopkins  UniTcrsity 3 

Ldand  Stanford,  Jr.,  UniTcrsity ' 

McGitl  UniTcrsity,  Montreal M 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology i 

Michigan  Agricultural  College i                 5 

Michigan  Mining  School   i 

Michigan,  UniTersity  of i                  ^ 

Missouri  Agricultural  College i 

Missouri,  UniTersity  of * 

Mt  Holyoke  College i 

Nebraska,  University  of 5 

New  York,  University  of i 

Northwestern  University  ' 

Oberlin  College   i 

Pennsylvania.  University  of 2                 2 

Princeton  College i                 - 

Tulane  University  2 

Vermont,  University  of ' 

Wisconsin,  University  of i                 3 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute  » 

Yale  University  2                 - 

Colorado   Medical   Society i 

Connecticut  Board  of  Health i 

Conner.  P.  S.  P..  Philadelphia i 

Cook.  Mrs.  C  T..  Detroit 2 

Cousins.  J.   B.,  Detroit *^. .  ' 

Davies.  Rt.  Rev.  T.  R.  Detroit 15 

Denroche.  D.  J.  F.,  Detroit i 

De  Peyster.  J.  Watts.  New  York » 

Detroit  Bar  Library 38               S' 

Board  of  Health 5 

City  Clerk   i                 i 

Controller   i 

Treasurer i 

Duflfield.  Dr.  George.  Detroit 40              60 

Eric  Public  Schools 1 

Essex  Institute.  Salem 2 

Fairmount  Park  Art  Association.  Philadelphia. ^ 

Field   Columbian   Museum.  Chicago ^ 

Fowler,  Charles  N..  Washington ^ 

Fronczak.  Dr.  F.  E.,  Buffalo ^ 

Gillespie.  Rev.  G.  D.,  Grand  Rapids ' 

Goldsmith.  Oliver,  Detroit i 

Grand  Rapids  Board  of  Education ' 

Great  Bntain.  Patent  Oflficc i 

Green.  S.  A.,  Boston 4               ^ 
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Vols. 

Griswold,  W.  M.,  Cambridfire 

Hall,  Charles  S.,  Binghamton,  New  York i 

Hanson,  A.  B.,  Detroit 1 

Harmon,    Henry   A.,    Detroit 2 

Hartford  Medical  Society i 

Hawaiian  Government  i 

Heath  &  Milligan  Manufacturing  Co.,  Chicago i 

Hoar,  George  F.,  Worcester,  Massachusetts 

Honore,  Charles,  Montevideo 

Howland,  C  A.  W.,  Detroit 28 

Hoyle,  William   £,  Manchester,  England i 

Hucke,  Julius,  Berlin i 

Illinois   Labor  Bureau i 

Illinois  Railroad  &  Warehouse  Commission i 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia 

Iowa  Geological  Survey   2 

Irish  National  Federation  of  America 

Kansas  Board  of  Agriculture 2 

K-ing,  Horatio  C,  New  York 

Knapp.  Mrs.  Lina.  n«»troit 2 

Leonard.  Dr.  C.  H.,  Detroit 4 

Ully,  Eli.  Indianapolis 

Lytic.  John  J.,  Philadelphia 

Libraries: 

Allegheny,  Carnegie  Library 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt  Library 

Baltimore,  Peabody  Institute i 

Boston  Public  Library 2 

Bowdoin  College  Library 

Bridcreoort.  Conn..  1  library 

Brookline  Public  Library 

Brooklyn  Library  

Brooklyn,   Pratt   Institute    

Brooklyn  Union  for  Christian  Work 

Buffalo.  Grosvenor  Library 

Buffalo  Public  Library i 

Burlington.  Vt.  Fletcher  Library 

Butte.   Mont..   Public  Library 

Cardiff.  Wales,  Public  Library. , , 

Chicago.  John  Crerar  Library 

Cincinnati  Public  Library I 

Columbus.  Ohio.  Public  Library 

Croydon.  England.  Public  Library 

Dayton   Public   Library i 

Eau  Claire  Public  Library 

Erie  Public  Library 

Evanston  Public  Library 

Germantown.  Friends'  Free  Library 

Glasgow,  Bailie's  Institute 

Glasgow,   Mitchel    Library 

Gloversville  Public  Library 

Grand  Rapids  Public  Library 

Great  Yarmouth,  Eng.,  Public  Library 

Hartford  Public  Library 

Harvard  University  Library 1 
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Indiana  State  Library  i 

Indianapolis  Public  Library 2 

Iowa  Masonic  Library 2 

Jersey  City  Public  Library 8 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Public  Library 4 

Lincoln,  Eng^.,  Public  Library 1 

London,  Ont.,  Public   Library i 

London,   Eng..   Clerkenwell   Public   Library 1 

London,  Eng.,  St.  Giles  Library 2 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library i 

Lowell,  Mass.,  Public  Library 2 

Lynn  Public  Library i 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public  Library i 

Manchester,  Eng.,  Public  Library i 

Michigan  State  Library 21  20 

Michigan  University  Library 4 

Milwaukee  Public  Library 5 

Minneapolis  Public  Library 4 

New  Bedford  Public  Library 1 

New  Haven  Public  Library 12 

New  Jersey  State  Library i 

New  York  City,  Aguilar  Library f 

New  York  City,  Free  Circulating  Library 2 

New  York  City,  Mechanics*  &  Tradesmen's  Library i 

New  York  City.  Mercantile  Library 2 

New  York  City  Public  Library 2  ^ 

New  York  State  Library 3  6 

Newark  Public  Library 5 

Newburgh,  N.  Y..  Public  Library 

Newton  Public   Library 1 

Northampton,  Mass.,  Forbes  Library i 

Ohio  State  Library 3 

Omaha  Public  Library -' 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  Public  Library 5 

Peoria  Public  Library 2 

Philadelphia  City  Institute i 

Philadelphia.  Library  Company  Library 2 

Pittsfield  Athenaeum  Library i 

Portsmouth.  Eng.,  Public  Library i 

Poughkeepsie  City  Library i 

Providence,  Athenaeum  Library 6 

Providence  Public  Library i  3 

Quincy.  111..  Public  Library 4 

Rochester,  Reynolds  Library ^ i 

St.  Louis.  Mercantile  Library ^         i 

St.  Louis  Public  Library i  2 

St.  Paul   Public  Library   i 

Salem.  Mass.,  Public  Library .-  •  •  •  .      ^  / 

San  Francisco,  Mechanics*  Institute i 

San  Franeisco  Public  Library '  ' 

Scranton  Public  Library .3 

Seattle  Public  Library 4 

Somerville,  Mass.,  Public  Library ' 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Public  Library 10 

Syracuse.  Central  Library i 
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Vols.       Paniph. 

Taunton  Public  Library i 

Tokyo,  Japan,  Imperial  University  Library t 

Tokyo,  Japan,  Public  Library 1 

Toronto  Public  Library i 

Warren  County,  111.,  Public  Library 2 

Waterbury,  Silas  Bronson  Library 2 

Wilkesbarre.  Osterhout   Library i 

Wilmington  Institute  Library i 

Windsor,  Ont.,  Public  Library i 

Wisconsin  Library  Commission i 

Worcester  Public  Library i 

McCormick  Harvesting  Machine  Company i 

Macmillan  Company,  New  York 12 

Maine  Genealogical   Society i 

Maine  Labor  Bureau i 

Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital  Reports i 

Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of i 

Board  of  Lunacy i 

Railroad  Commissioners 1 

Record  Commissioners  i 

Michigan  Board  of  Charities 3 

Board  of  Health 2  2 

School  for  Blind 1 

Secretary  of  State 4  2 

State  Medical  Society 1 i 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction i 

Milne,  J.  M..  Worthington,  Ohio i 

Milwaukee  City  Service  Commission 2 

Minnesota  Labor  Bureau 2  2 

Missouri.  Geological  Survey i  i 

Munn  &  Company,  New  York 1 

National  Civil  Service  Reform  League,  New  York i 

National  Municipal   League i 

New  England  Anti- Vivisection  Society 6 

New  Hampshire  Medical  Society 6 

New  Jersey,  Adjutant  General 1 

Archives i 

Geological  Survey  i 

State  Prison i 

New  York  Farmers 1 

Reform  Club 10 

New  York  Young  Men's  Christian  Association i 

Ohio  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 1 

Parsons,  J.  R.,  Chicago i 

Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians 1 

Pingree,  H.  S.,  Detroit i 

Polytechnic  Society  of  Kentucky i 

Potter,  Alfred  M.,  New  York i 

Pratt  Institute.  Brooklyn i 

Presbyterian  Hospital,  New  York i 

Providence,  Record  Commissioners  of 3 

Putman's  Sons.  New  York 12 

Rhode  Island  Board  of  Health i  i 

Labor  Bureau i 

Rippey,  Rev.  J.  M.,  Muskegon i 
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Roberts,  James  A.,  Albany i 

Rupp,  George  P.,  Philadelphia i 

Sadler,  R.,  London t 

Sheldon,  W.  L.,  St.  Louis i 

Sherrill,  E.  S.,  Detroit 395              3-176 

Shotwell,  A.  M.,  Concord,  Mich 5 

Skinner,  Mrs.  H.  W.,  Detroit 1 

Smiley,  Albert  K.,  New  York 5 

Smithsonian  Institution   14                    j^? 

Stevens,  B.  F.,  London,  Eng i 

Stowe,  L.  E.,  Detroit 3 

Students  Christian  Scientist'  Association.  Detroit 3 

Taylor,  Elisha,  Detroit 74 

Texas  State  Historical  Society i 

Thomas,  D.  H.,  Baltimore i 

Thurston,  L.  A.,  Washington i 

United  States  Government: 

Bureau  of  American  Republics i                     5 

Education 4                    4 

Life  Saving  Service 1 

Marine  Hospital  Service i 

Weather 3                     3 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 3 

Department  of  Agriculture 2                     1 

Interior   29                   13 

Navy   I 

State 5                     I 

Treasury 8                   14 

War I 

Labor 3                     2 

Fish  Commission   4 

Geological  Survey 12 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission 2                     i 

Superintendent  of  Documents 109                  21 

Uruguay,  Republic  of i                     2 

Unknown   4 

United  States  Commission.  Venezuela  Boundary 3                     i 

Van  Leuven,  Mrs.  L.  B.,  Detroit 2 

Venn,  Theo.  J.,  New  York i 

Vodges,  Anthony  W i 

Wayne  County,  Mich.,  Superintendents  of  the  Poor i 

Webb,  W.  H..  New  York 2 

Whymper,  Edward,  London i 

Willis,  R.  Storrs,  Detroit i 

Winthrop,  R.  G.,  Jr.,  Boston 2 

Wisconsin,  Commissioner  of  Fisheries i 

Wisconsin  Historical  Society 2 

Labor  Bureau 2 

Wood,  Sir  H.  T.,  London 1 

Woodbury,  J.  P.,  Boston i 

Total  1,148           5.513 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


To  the  Board  of  Education: 

Gentlemen — The  effect  of  the  war  excitement  upon  the 
Hbrary  was  one  of  the  most  notable  features  of  the  year.  The 
circulation  of  books  for  home  reading  continued  to  increase 
month  by  month  over  the  corresponding  months  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  up  to  the  first  of  May.  Then  the  war  news  apparently 
took  precedence  of  everything  else,  and  the  demand  for  books 
fell  off  in  a  most  remarkable  manner.  The  May  circulation 
showed  a  decrease  of  21  per  cent,  compared  with  the  previous 
May,  and  the  June  circulation  a  loss  of  16  per  cent.  The  July 
and  August  circulation  also  showed  loss,  and  it  was  not  until 
October  that  it  fully  caught  up  to  what  it  had  previously  been. 

The  same  effects  were  noticed  in  other  departments  of  the 
library.  The  reading  rooms  were  almost  deserted,  and  the  card 
registry  office  indicated  that  people  were  giving  very  little  atten- 
tion to  the  attractions  which  the  library  offers.  The  public  mind 
was  absorbed  by  passing  events.  The  daily  newspaper  furnished 
about  all  the  reading  matter  for  which  the  people  cared.  Then, 
too,  a  considerable  number  of  young  men  had  enlisted  in  the 
army  and  the  naval  reserve.  Many  of  these  had  been  frequenters 
of  the  library.  Their  absence  affected  not  only  the  use  of  their 
own  library  cards,  but  that  of  other  members  of  their  families, 
who,  overwhelmed  with  anxiety  on  their  account,  had  very  little 
appetite  for  matters  literary.  Public  attention  generally  was 
riveted  on  things  relating  to  the  army  and  the  navy,  and  only 
after  the  excitement  had  entirely  subsided  did  it  return  again  to 
its  normal  state. 
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Another  noteworthy  incident  in  the  same  line  was  the  almost 
total  cessation  of  book  publishing.  The  uncertainty  as  to  the  im- 
portance and  duration  of  the  war  led  publishers  to  exercise 
great  caution.  Even  books  in  hand  were  held  back,  for  the 
obvious  reason  that  during  the  war  excitement  there  would  be 
no  sale  for  them.  The  market  was  practically  dead.  Since  the 
peace  negotiations  showed  the  crisis  to  be  over,  there  has  been 
an  effort  to  catch  up  and  the  output  of  books  has  been  unusually 
large.  Especially  is  this  the  case  with  such  as  relate  to  military 
and  naval  affairs,  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  the  Philippines,  of  which 
there  have  been  many.  Books  of  this  character  are  now  greatly 
sought  by  readers,  and  ev«ry  new  one  finds  an  eager  taker. 


The  relations  of  the  Public  Library  with  our  public  schools 
continue  as  heretofore.  The  use  and  appreciation  of  the  books 
distributed  in  this  way  among  the  children  are  steadily  growing. 
The  interest  in  the  work  of  circulating  good  books  is  also  grow- 
ing among  the  teachers.  These  facts  are  becoming  more  appar- 
ent year  by  year. 

The  Department  of  Education  of  Great  Britain  lately  insti- 
tuted inquiries  concerning  the  connection  between  public 
libraries  and  public  elementary  schools  in  Great  Britain  and 
America.  The  report  upon  this  inquiry,  which  was  issued  last 
month,  shows  that  the  investigation  was  very  thorough.  It 
goes  quite  fully  into  details  respecting  the  work  among  children 
of  the  public  schools  by  the  libraries  of  Great  Britain  and 
America.  It  is  very  interesting  to  note  to  what  wide  extent  this 
work  has  grown  in  recent  years,  it  is  of  special  interest  to  us 
to  see  that  the  commissioner  devotes  a  full  page  to  an  explana- 
tion of  the  system  which  prevails  in  Detroit.  He  evidently  re- 
gards it  as  one  to  be  highly  approved.  Indeed,  he  distinctly  says 
that  Leeds,  England,  and  Detroit  furnish  good  instances  of 
methods  which  are  ranked  among  the  best. 
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The  vigorous  public  movement  to  observe  in  some  appropriate 
manner  the  bicentenary  of  the  founding  of  Detroit  is  familiar 
to  all.  Many  projects  for  a  suitable  memorial  of  the  event  have 
been  suggested.  Several  of  these  have  included  an  elaborate  and 
beautiful  building  of  a  permanent  character  in  a  central  locality, 
which,  after  the  celebration  is  over,  can  be  utilized,  in  part  at 
least,  for  the  Public  Library.  There  certainly  could  be  no  more 
useful  and  worthy  structure  to  serve  as  a  lasting  memorial  than 
one  for  such  a  purpose. 

The  present  library  building  is  only  a  fragment  of  the  struc- 
ture .originally  designed.  The  front  has  never  been  built. 
While,  by  enlargements  and  extensions  the  interior  has  been 
made  to  serve  its  purpose  very  well,  the  exterior  is  about  as 
bizarre  as  any  building  could  well  be.  It  has  neither  shape  nor 
comeliness,  neither  elegance  nor  dignity.  Chicago,  Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis,  have  within  recent  years  erected  beautiful  and 
costly  homes  for  their  public  libraries.  Their  citizens  are  justly 
proud  of  them.  No  citizen  of  Detroit  will  be  likely  to  call  the 
attention  of  a  stranger  to  our  public  library  building,  especially 
of  one  from  Milwaukee  or  Minneapolis.  While  we  are  proud 
of  our  library,  we  are  not  proud  of  our  building.  The  fire  risk 
to  the  wealth  of  literary  treasure  within  the  building,  as  experi- 
enced in  the  late  disastrous  conflagration,  near  by  us,  from  which 
we  had  so  narrow  an  escape,  by  a  fortunately  favoring  wind, 
causes  no  little  disquietude,  and  emphasizes  the  advisability,  if 
in  any  way  practicable,  of  another  less  threatening  locality. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Richard  Storrs  Willis, 

President. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Library: 

The  subjoined  report  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  library 

moneys  for  the  year  1898,  shows  balance  on  hand  of  $20,825.85. 

The  fiscal  year  of  the  city  ends  June  30th,  so  that  the  library 

must  depend  for  its  maintenance  during  the  next  six  months  upon 

the  balance  on  hand. 

Jan.  1, 1898.— Balance  on  hand $15,790.44 

City  taxes,  1898 $35,536.52 

'*        **       1897 2,900.17 

**        "        1896,  and  previous. .     2,089.75 

40,525.44 

Co.  Treas.,  Fines  and  penalties 2,448.20 

Interest  on  daily  balances 461.18 

Insurance 332.26 

Library  fines 1,249.82 

Sale  of  catalogues 66.85 

For  lost  books 170.07 

For  books  sold 15.01 

Total  receipts $61,059.27 

EXPENDITURES,  1898. 

Paid  for  books $  8,445.93 

periodical  subscriptions 1,395.15 

binding  and  repairing  books 3,882.63 

fuel 909.77 

repairs 817 .05 

blanks  and  stationery 426. 11 

labor  and  supplies 603.49 

postage 178.77 

freight  and  express 115.89 

furniture  and  fixtures 344.18 

librarian's  expenses 36.25 

legal  expenses 25.00 

building  improvement 1,008.81 

printing  and  binding  catalogues    410.70 

salaries,  library  staff 18,845.69 

"         janitor's  staff 2,788.00 

Total  disbursements $40,233.42 

Balance  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1898 20,825.85 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  S.  (JRAY, 

Dated  December  31,  1898. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen — Herewith  is  submitted  my  annual  report  of  the 
progress  and  operations  of  the  library  for  the  year  1898. 

There  have  been  no  events  of  marked  importance  in  the 
history  of  the  year,  so  far  as  the  library  is  concerned.  The  home 
circulation  of  books  has  fallen  off  slightly,  owing,  doubtless,  to 
the  excitement  attendant  upon  the  Spanish  war,  and  to  the 
increased  opportunities  for  employment.  It  appears  to  be  a 
fact  that  when  business  is  dull  and  there  is  much  enforced  idle- 
ness, the  demand  for  reading  matter  is  increased,  and  it  is  fair  to 
expect  the  reverse  when  times  are  prosperous. 

The  number  of  card  holders  has  increased  from  30,249,  a  year 
ago,  to  30,716  at  the  close  of  this  year.  The  following  shows 
the  registration  in  each  of  the  years  named,  registration  being 
valid  for  only  five  years : 

1894 6.149 

1895 5.470 

1896 6.462 

1897 6.583 

1898 6.052 

Total ' 30.716 

The  whole  number  of  books  added  to  the  library  during  the 
year  was  8,419,  of  which  1,373  were  bought  to  replace  those 
worn  out.  The  number  added  includes  duplicate  copies  of 
popular  books. 

The  following  shows  the  accessions  of  the  year,  and  the  several 
classes  to  which  they  belong: 

Class.  Vo's.  Per  cent. 

Bibliography 104  1 .28 

General  periodicals 274  3 .  IKS 

Philosophy 106  1.2.") 

Religion 21")  2.55 
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Class.  Vols.  Per  cent. 

Sociolofry,  including  public  documents 1,662  19.74 

Philology 35  0.41 

Science 365  4.34 

Practical  Arts 465  5.52 

Fine  Arts 273  3.25 

Literature 349  4.15 

History 805  9.56 

Travel 295  3.50 

Biography 340  4.16 

Fiction,  new 1,329  15.78 

Fiction,  to  replace  worn  out 1,373  16.30 

German 392  4.(i5 

French 30  0.35 

Other  languages 7            

Total 8,419        100.00 

WITHDRAWN. 

Worn  out,  condemned 1,586 

Lost  and  paid  for 187 

Sold  and  exchanged 530 

Total  withdrawn 2,303 

Net  accessions ^ 6,116 


At  the  close  of  the  year  a  careful  inventory  was  made.  This 
was  mainly  done  upon  two  Sundays  when  the  circulating  depart- 
ment was  closed.  The  entire  staff  having  volunteered  for  the 
work,  every  book  was  identified  and  checked  upon  the  shelf  list, 
those  out  of  circulation,  in  course  of  rebinding  or  repair,  and 
those  in  the  reference  department  being  examined  at  odd  times 
when  there  was  opportunity  without  interfering  with  other  work. 
The  checking  was  very  carefully  and  conscientiously  done,  and 
the  plan  of  closing  it  up  so  speedily  by  a  large  force  was  a 
great  improvement  over  the  system  formerly  employed  of  de- 
voting to  it  several  months  of  the  time  of  one  or  two  persons. 

Of  the  300  books,  outside  of  fiction,  reported  not  found,  fully 
one-half  were  in  the  reference  room,  where  the  books  are 
exposed  upon  open  shelves,  subject  to  be  taken  down  at  pleasure 
by  the  public.  Many  of  these  have  been  stolen,  without  doubt. 
But  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  know  that  none  of  them  were  of  special 
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value,  and.  that  they  can  be  mostly  replaced  with  other  copies. 
Some  of  the  missing  volumes  will  turn  up  again.  Experience 
has  shown  that  books  sometimes  disappear  mysteriously,  and 
after  awhile  are  again  found  in  their  places. 

About  400  were  reported  missing  in  the  fiction  department, 
nearly  all  in  the  children's  room.  Some  of  these  have  been  worn 
out  unquestionably,  and  thrown  aside  without  having  been 
properly  checked  off  the  lists  at  the  time.  In  the  children's  room 
the  books  are  upon  open  shelves,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
some  have  been  carried  away  without  being  properly  charged 
upon  cards.  The  losses  here,  though  they  may  look  large  in 
point  of  number  of  books,  are,  so  far  as  money  value  is  con- 
cerned, of  trifling  consequence.  They  cost  when  new  only  about 
eighty  cents,  on  the  average,  and  many  of  them  were  in  the 
advanced  stage  of  use. 

The  following  shows  the  number  in  each  of  the  several 
classes  of  the  books  in  the  library  proper,  together  with  the 
ratio  which  each  class  bears  to  the  whole  number : 

Class.  Vol«.       Percent 

Bibliography 2,145  1.50 

General  periodicals  and  bound  newspapers 9,280  6.90 

Philosophy 2,432  1.80 

Religion 8,118  6.00 

Sociology,  including  State  documents 14,163  10.40 

Philology 1,429  1.00 

Science 7,904  5.80 

Practical  Arts 9,569  7 .05 

Fine  Arts 4,388  3.20 

Literature 12,856  9.65 

History 14,170  10.40 

Travel 9,444  7.00 

Biography 10,336  7.60 

Fiction 22,097  16.20 

U.  S.  Government  Documents 7,586  5.50 


Total 135,917        100.00 

In  Public  School  libraries 8,194 

Total  books  in  use 144,111 

Unused  duplicates 8,823 


Total  in  Ubrary 152,934 


12  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  REPORT  OFJ898. 

Books  in  use,  English 132,524 

**          **        German 5,834 

*'          **        French 3,786 

**        Polish 1,103 

Other  languages 864 


t  (  ii 


Following  are  additional  facts  of  interest  brought  out  by  this 
inventory : 

We  have  17,782  periodicals,  of  which  8,270  are  classed  as 
general;  2,114  *is  medical;  1,745  as  scientific;  1,570  as  socio- 
logical. We  have  3,004  volumes  society  transactions,  of  which 
1,307  are  scientific;  265  medical;  305  historical.  There  are  4,171 
volumes  in  medical  library ;  5,834  volumes  in  German,  of  w^hich 
2,657  ^^^  fiction;  3,786  volumes  in  French,  of  which  667  are 
fiction;  1,103  volumes  in  Polish,  of  which  612  are  fiction;  864 
volumes  in  Italian,  Spanish,  Latin,  etc.  Of  the  22.097  volumes 
of  fiction  17,852  are  classed  as  adult  and  4,245  as  juvenile.  Of 
the  17,852  volumes  of  adult  fiction  13,863  are  English,  2,657 
German,  667  French,  612  Polish,  53  Dutch. 


The  home  circulation  shows  a  small  decrease  as  compared 
with  the  preceding  year.  As  the  falling  off  was  wholly  in  the 
months  when  the  Spanish  war  excitement  was  at  its  height,  the 
latter  was  apparently  mainly  responsible  for  the  fact. 

It  is  a  healthful  sign  that  although  the  calls  for  lx>oks  for 
home  reading  have  diminished  somewhat,  the  recorded  use  of 
books  called  for  at  the  library  shows  an  increase.  This  is  a 
use  of  the  library  which  is  most  gratifying,  since  it  is  for  serious 
study  and  investigation.  The  character  of  the  books  thus  used, 
as  shown  by  the  following  table  of  comparison,  w^ill  be  generally 
regarded  as  better  than  those  drawn  for  home  reading.  More 
peopje  than  ever  before  are  making  use  of  the  library  on  the 
lines  of  solid  work. 

The  library  was  open  309  days  for  home  circulation  of  books, 
and  every  day  for  use  of  books  in  the  building. 
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Drawn  at  the  library  for  home  reading 366,972 

Drawn  at  the  schools  for  home  reading 94,876 


Total  home  circulation 461 ,848 

Recorded  use  at  library 501,742 


Total  use  of  books 963,590 

Unbound  periodicals  in  reading  room 180,617 


Total   use,   1898 1,144,207 

The  following  shows  the  percentage  of  circulation  of  books 
of  the  several  classes,  and  of  adult  and  juvenile  use  (not  includ- 
ing school  circulation) : 


Cyclopedias 

Periodicals 

Philosophy 

Religion 

Sociology 

Philology 

Science 

Practical  Arts  . . . 

Fine  Arts 

Literature 

History 

Travel 

Biography 

Fiction 

German 

French 

Polish 

Other  Languages. 


LiBIUHT  BbADIVO. 

Home 

RSADINO. 

Adult. 

Juvenile. 

Adult. 

JuveDile. 

8.38 

•   • 

■    • 

■    ■ 

10.72 

11.70 

.60 

.55 

1.20 

•  • 

.84 

•  • 

2.04 

.08 

1.00 

.04 

3.58 

.08 

1.41 

.13 

1.90 

•  • 

.12 

■  • 

4.60 

.27 

1.55 

.2:^ 

H.78 

.09 

1.48 

.10 

10.75 

.24 

1.20 

.24 

6.47 

.34 

2.91 

.25 

7.16 

1.20 

2.96 

.83 

3.78 

.62 

1.88 

.51 

6.22 

.21 

2.25 

.42 

3.35 

6.17 

52.:i8 

20.44 

.62 

•  • 

3.92 

■  • 

.49 

•  • 

.43 

•  ■ 

.27 

•  • 

1.32 

•  ■ 

.70 

■  • 

.01 

•   > 

Total 79.00     •    21.00  76.26  23.74 


The  sending  out  of  traveling  libraries  to  the  various  public 
schools  of  the  city  has  continued  as  heretofore.  At  the  close  of 
the  school  year,  in  June,  a  revised  list  of  books  was  submitted  by 
a  committee  of  principals.    Some  of  the  books  on  the  previous 
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list  were  dropped  and  new  titles  were  recommended.  The 
change  was  suggested  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  in  some  of  the 
more  recent  pubHcations  and  for  adding  to  the  variety.  Inci- 
dentally also  the  number  of  books  was  increased  until  the  num- 
bers now  stand :  Grammar  department,  4,847 ;  high  school  de- 
partment, 3,347 ;— total,  8,194. 

The  following  statement  of  the  use  of  these  books  was  made 
up  from  the  reports  of  the  principals  of  the  several  schools  at 
the  end  of  the  year : 

The  following  shows  the  circulation  of  the  Public  School 
traveling  libraries: 

Schools.  Enrollment.     Circulation. 

Amos 340  1,202 

Bagley 56  412 

Barstow 318  465 

Bellefontaine 178  907 

Berry 228  3,401 

Bishop 545  3,235 

Brownson 87  279 

Campbell 158  611 

Cass 669  2,159 

Chaney 303  994 

Clay •. 148  872 

Clinton 33  196 

Craft 91  341 

Dickinson 115  696 

Duffield 494  2,245 

Estabrook   250  396 

Everett 296  1,776 

Fairbanks 297  674 

Farrand 292  479 

Ferry. 200  1,110 

Field 368  1,788 

Firnane . . . .  42  201 

Franklin 84  305 

Garfield 27  33 

Hancock 290  1,324 

Harris 61  184 

Houghton 192  631 

Hubbard 42  285 

Irving 362  1,242 

Jackson 73  823 
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School.  Enrollment.     Circulation. 

Jeflferson 501  2,457 

Johnston ^i  327 

Lincoln 80  335 

Lyster 54  439 

McKinstry 77  418 

Newberry 227  1,768 

Nichols.*. 50  232 

Norvell 342  1,802 

Owen 118  62;^ 

Palmer 70  30fi 

Pitcher 302  1,429 

Poe -. 126  392 

Potter 50  201 

Preston 68  669 

Roberts 16:^  1,094 

Rose *. 94  267 

Russell 75  444 

Tappan 510  2,644 

Tilden 414  1,391 

Trowbridge 365  1,550 

Van  Dyke 337  786 

Washington 408  689 

Webster 560  5,514 

Wilklns 243  798 

Williams 325  1,529 

High  Schools 2,500  36,499 

Total  School  circulation 94,876 


The  bindery  repair  shop  has  been  carried  on  as  heretofore 
at  a  cost  of  about  $1,200  for  wages  of  three  employes.  The  work 
turned  out  consisted  of  442  books  resewed  and  recased  and 
15,552  repaired,  beside  a  considerable  amount  of  pasting  of 
labels  and  preparing  books  for  circulation,  which  cannot  be 
definitely  specified.  The  work  done  by  contract  in  outside 
binderies  consisted  of  the  binding  of  4,821  books,  of  which 
about  1,000  were  new  and  the  remainder  were  rebound. 

H.  M.  Utley, 

Ltdrart'^n. 
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APPENDIX. 


Following  are  the  names  of  donors  to  the  Library  during  the 
year,  with  the  number  of  volumes  and  pamphlets  given  by  each: 

Vols.         Pamph. 

Adams,  Mrs.  C.  F.,  New  York 2 

American  Anti- Vivisection  Society 

American  Pomological  Society 

Anderson,  Dr.  W.  S.,  Detroit 

Archivo  Historico  Nacional,  Madrid 

Bailey,  W.  C ,  Las  Vegas 

Barbour,  Levi  L.,  Detroit 

Bate,  W.  S.,  Brooklyn 

Becelaere,  Dr.  J.  V.,  Detroit 

Benton,  J.  H. ,  Boston 

Bigg,  Dr.  H.  H.,  Detroit 

Boston  Book  Company 

Boston  Health  Department 

Boston  Record  Commissioners 

Bowen,  Herbert,  Detroit 

Bresler,  E.  A. ,  Detroit 

Brett,  W.  H.,  Cleveland 

Brooklyn,  New  York,  Civil  Service  Commission 

Brown,  Francis  H.,  Boston 

Buffalo  Charity  Organization  Society 

Burton,  C.  M. ,  Detroit 

Campbell,  Miss  Valeria,  Estate  of  Detroit 

Canada,  Archives  Department 

Canada  Geological  Survey 

(Janada  Patent  Department . . .  ^ 

Catholic  Summer  School 

( .'banning.  Dr.  Walter,  Boston 

('heever,  N.  H.,  Ann  Arbor 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade 

Chicago  Civil  Service  Commission 

Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Cincinnati  Hospital 1 

Clark,  Dr.  John  E.,  Detroit 1 

Cleveland  Board  of  Education  . .  1 

Cleveland  Municipal  Association 11 
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Colleges  and  Universities: 

Amherst  C^ollege , 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology 

Bowdoin  College 

Brown  University 

California,  University  of 

Chicago  College  of  Law 

Chicago,  University  of 

Columbia  University 

Cornell  University 

Harvard  University 

Iowa,  University  of 

Kansas  Agricultural  College 

Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,  University 

McGill  University,  Montreal 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 

Michigan  Agricultural  College 

Michigan  Mining  College 

Michigan,  University  of 

Missouri,  University  of 

Mt.  Holyoke  College 

Nebraska,  University  of 

Northwestern  University. 

Pennsylvania,  University  of 

Princeton  Theological  Seminary 

Princeton  University 

Tennessee,  University  of 

Tulane  University 

Wells  College 

Wisconsin,  University  of 

Yale  University 

Connecticut  Board  of  Health  . . , 

Connecticut  Labor  Bureau 

Cooper,  Rev.  D.  M. ,  Detroit 

Coxe,  Virginia  R. ,  Chicago. 

Cust,  Robert  M.,  London 

Detroit  Board  of  Education 

City  Clerk 

City  Controller 

Free  Press 

Journal 

News 

Tribune 

District  of  Columbia  Medical  Society. 
Erichsep,  Dr.  Hugo,  Detroit 


Vols.        Paimph. 
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Fairmount  Park  Art  Association,  Philadelphia 

Farmer,  Silas,  Detroit 

Field  Columbian  Museum 

Finck,  Mrs.  M.  A. ,  Detroit 

Free  Religious  Association,  Boston , 

Garrison,  W.  H.,  New  York 

Girard  College,  Philadelphia 

Gray,  E.  M. ,  Florence,  New  Mexico 

Great  Britain,  Education  Department. 

*  *  *  *       Patent  Office 

Green,  S.  A.,  Boston 

Green,  S.  S.,  Worcester , 

Griswold,  W.  M.,  Cambridge. 

Hanna,  H.  H.,  Indianapolis 

Harmon,  H.  A. ,  Detroit 

Harrison,  Carter  H.,  Chicago : 

Hartford  Medical  Society 

Hartley  House,  New  York 

Hawkins,  Rush  C,  New  York 

Heath,  T.  C,  Indianapolis 

Hollister,  Lillian  M. ,  Detroit 

Hosmer,  J.  K. ,  Minneapolis , 

Howland,  C.  A.  W.,  Detroit 

Illinois  Labor  Bureau 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia 

Indiana  State  Medical  Society 

Inglis,  Dr.  D.,  Detroit 

Jerome,  Mrs.  George,  Detroit ;}32 

Jewish  Foster  Home,  Philadelphia 

Kansas  Academy  of  Science 2 

Kansas  Board  of  Agriculture 

Kelsey,  F.  W.,  Ann  Arbor 

Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind 

King,  Horatio  C,  N»3W  York 

Kowalinka,  H.  G.,  Long  Island  City 

Latch,  E.  B.,  Philadelphia 

Leonard,  Dr.  C.  H, ,  Detroit 

Libbey  Glass  Company,  Toledo # 

Lord  &  Thomas,  Chicago 

Los  Angeles  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Lothrop,  G.  V.  N.,  Estate  of,  Detroit 148 

Luzerne  Co.  (Pa. )  Medical  Society 

McMath,  Frank  M.,  Detroit 1 

McMillan,  James,  Detroit (J 

Maine  Labor  Bureau 1 
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▼tfU.       Pamph. 

Manhattan  &  Bronx  School  Board 1 

'Marburg,  Theodore,  Baltimore 1 

Maryland,  Adjutant  Greneral 2 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Health 1 

**  Board  of  Lunacy 1 

*  *  Commonwealth  of 1 

' '  Railroad  Commissioners 1 

Matthews,  George  E.  &  Co.,  Buffalo 2 

Michigan  Board  of  Agriculture 1 

'*         Board  of  Corrections  and  Charities 1 

*  *         Medical  Society 1 

**         Secretary  of  State 1  2 

*'         Soc.  Sons  of  American  Revolution 1 

Milwaukee  Civil  Service  Conunission 1 

Minneapolis  Park  Board 1 

Muir,  H.  D.,  Chicago 1 

Music  Teachers'  National  Association 1 

Nebraska  Historical  Society 1 

New  England  Anti- Vivisection  Society  . : <i 

New  Jersey,  Adjutant  General 1 

**  Geological  Survey 1 

*  *  State  Prison 1 

New  York  Bureau  of  Labor 2 

*  *  Civil  Service  Commission 1 

**  Farmers 1 

**  ReformClub 2  10 

*  *  State  Charities  Aid  Association 1 

*  *  State  Commission  in  Lunacy 2 

*  *  State  Museum 1 

North  Central  Association  of  Colleges,  etc 2 

Ohio,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 1 

Olmstead,  D.  H. ,  New  York 1 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. ,  Detroit 1 

Perce,  W.  R. ,  Providence,  R.  1 1 

Philadelphia  College  of  I^ysicians 1 

Picard,  Alphonse,  Paris 1 

Pratt,  F.  S.,  Boston 1 

Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  Detroit 1 

Ranck,  G.  W.,  Lexington,  Ky 1 

Reif  &  Schwenk,  Detroit 50 

Revell  Company,  New  York , .  1 

Rhode  Island  Labor  Bureau 1 

Richards,  Charles  R. ,  New  York 1 

Rippey,  Rev.  J.  N.,  Mt.  Pleasant 1 

Robinson,  F.  C,  Brunswick,  Me '..  1 
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Vols.         Pamph. 

Royal  Society  of  Canada 1 

Russell,  Georg^e  H. ,  Detroit 2 

Saad,  Henry  M.,  Detroit 1 

Sadler,  Ralph,  Coldharbor,  Eng 1 

Schell,  Miss,  Detroit 2 

Sherman,  Prances  Bagley,  Detroit 9  85 

Sims,  Dr.  Joseph,  New  York 1 

Smith,  F.  K.,  Cleveland '3 

Smithsonian  Institution 10  5 

Society  for  Promoting  Engineering  Education 1 

Southern  Railway  Company 1 

Sprague,  William  C,  Detroit 1 

Stearns,  Frederick,  Detroit 1 

Stewart,  Charles,  St.  Paul 1 

Sturtevant  Co.,  B.  F.,  Boston 1 

Tappey,  Dr.  E.  T.,  Detroit . .  379 

Towle  Manufacturing  Co. ,  Newbury  port 1 

United  States  Gacemmeni: 
Bureau  of  American  Republics 1  3 

*  *         Education 6 

**         Labor 1  5 

*  •         Life  Saving  Service 1 

**         Weather 1  lo 

Civil  Service  Commissioner 3 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 1 

Department  of  Agriculture 1  26 

**             Interior 2  2 

Navy 1 

»*             State 3  5 

''            Treasury 1  20 

**  War 15 

Fish  Conunission 3  1 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission 2 

Patents  Commissioner 4 

Superintendent  of  Documents 271  48 

Uruguay,  Republic  of 1  5 

Unknown 2 

Venezuela?-,  Republic  of 1 

Vermont  Library  Commission 1 

Volta  Bureau,  Washington 2 

Warren,  William  M. ,  Detroit 1 

Wisconsin  Historical  Society 2 

' '           Library  Commission 3 

Worc43ster  Town  Clerk 1 
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Libraries: 

Allegheny,  Carnegie  Library 

Ann  Arbor  Public  Library 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt  Library 

Baltimore,  Peabody  Institute 

Birkenhead,  Eng.,  Public  Library 

Boston  Medical  Library 

Boston  Public  Library .' 

Bowdoin  College  Library 

Branford,  Conn.,  James  Blackstone  Memorial  Library 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Library 

Brookline,  Mass. ,  Public  Library 

Brooklyn  Library 

Brooklyn,  Pratt  Institute  Library 

Brooklyn  Union  for  Christian  Work  Library 

Buffalo,  Grosvenor  Library 

Buffalo  Public  Library 

Burlington,  Vt.,  Fletcher  Library 

Chicago,  John  Crerar  Library 

Chicago,  Newberry  Library 

Cliicago  Public  Library 

Cincinnati  Public  Library 

Croydon,  Eng. ,  Public  Library 

Dayton  Public  Library 

E^u  Claire  Public  Library 

Evahston  Public  Library 

Glasgow,  Bailie's  Institute 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Public  Library 

Great  Yarmouth,  Eng.,  Public  Library 

Hamilton,  Ont. ,  Public  Library 

Harlem  Public  Library 

Hartford  Public  Library 

Harvard  University  Library 

Helena  Public  Library 

Indiana  State  Library 

Iowa  Masonic  Library 

Jersey  City  Public  Library 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

Lincoln,  Eng.,  Public  Library 

Lincoln,  Neb. ,  Public  Library 

London,  Eng. ,  Clerkenwell  Public  Library 

London,  Eng.,  St.  Giles  Library 

London,  Eng.,  St.  Martin- in- the-fields  Library 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library 

Louisville,  Polytechnic  Society  Library 
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Vols.        Punph. 

Lynn  Public  Library 1 

Manchester,  Eng. ,  Public  Library 1 

Manchester,  N.  H. ,  Public  Library 1 

Michigan  State  Library 52  14 

Milwaukee  Public  Library -4 

Minneapolis  Public  Library 1  4 

National  Library,  Washington 1  1 

New  Bedford  Public  Library 1 

New  Hampshire  State  Library 1 

New  Haven  Public  Library 9 

New  Jersey  State  Library * 1 

New  Orleans,  Howard  Memorial  Library 1 

New  York,  Aguilar  Library 1 

New  York,  Free  Circulating  Library 1 

New  York  General  Society  of  Mechanics,  etc 1 

New  York,  Maimonides  Library 2 

New  York,  Mercantile  Library . .  2 

New  York  Public  Library 1 

New  York  Teachers'  College,  Bryson  Library 1 

New  York  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Library 1 

New  York  State  Library 9  8 

Newark  Public  Library 11 

Newburg,  New  York,  Public  Library 1 

Newton  Public  Library 1 

Northampton,  Mass.,  Forbes  Library 1 

Oakland,  Cal.,  Public  Library 1 

Omaha  Public  Library 5 

Orange,  N.  J. ,  Public  Library 1 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  Public  Library 6 

Peoria  Public  Library 5 

Philadelphia  City  Institute  Library 1 

Philadelphia,  Library  Company 2 

Philadelphia  Mercantile  Library 4 

Pittsburgh,  Carnegie  Library 1 

Pittsfield  Athenaeum  Library 3 

Plymouth,  Eng. ,  Public  Library 1 

Portsmouth,  Eng.,  Public  Library 1 

Providence,  Athenaeum  Library 1 

Providence  Public  Library 1  2 

Quincy ,  III. ,  Public  Library 2 

Rochester,  Reynolds  Library 1  1 

St.  Louis,  Mercantile  Library 1 

St.  Louis  Public  Library 1 

St.  Paul  Public  Library 1 

Salem  Public  Library 1  2 


' 
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Volt. 


San  Francisco,  Mechanics'  Institute. 

San  Francisco  Public  Library 

Scranton  Public  Library 

Seattle  Public  Library 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Public  Library.. 

Syracuse,  Central  Library 

Taunton  Public  Library 

Toronto  Public  Library 

University  of  Michigan  Library 

Warren  County,  111.,  Public  Library 

Wilmington  Institute  Library 

West  Ham,  Eng.,  Public  Library 

Windsor,  Ont.,  Public  Library 

Worcester  Public  Library 


Pamph. 
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Total 1,182 


1,524 
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Thomas  Hbndbrson,  M.  D., 


ADDKBSS 

46  Moffat  Building, 
406  Woodward  Avenue, 
18  John  R.  Street, 
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President 

Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 


STANDING  COAMMTTCCS. 

On  Books— Messrs.  Ci^ark,  Butzel,  Foi^un,  Wh^lis 

On  Administration — Messrs.  Gray,  Butzei*,  Leonard 

On  Finance— Messrs.  Leonard,  Folun,  Henderson 


Librarian  and  Superintendent, 
Henry  M.  Vrusy 


BOAPD  or  COMMISSIONERS 


OP  THE 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  Or  DETROIT,  1 900. 


«b 


MSMBBKS 

^Magnus  Butzbx;, 
Gborgb  OSIUSi 
C.  Hbnri  Leonard,  M.  D., 
John  S.  Gray, 
John  E.  Clark,  M.D., 
Maynard  D.  Poujn, 
Jambs  E.  Scripps,     . 
Horace  G.  Smith, 


ADOSBSS                                             TBRIi 

\  BXFIBBS 

406  Woodward  Avenue,    .    Jan. 

1,1901 

322  Field  Avenue,          .              * 

*        I9OI 

,    18  John  R.  Street,               .         * 

*        1902 

37  E.  Woodbridge  Street,            * 

'        1903 

18  John  R.  Street,      .        .         * 

*        1904 

104  Jefferson  Avenue,     .              * 

•        1905 

598  Trumbull  Avenue,       .         * 

*        1906 

639  Trumbull  Avenue  {ex-pfficio). 

ornccRS  or  the  ubrary  commission, 

1900. 

Johns.  Gray,  President 

C.  Henri  Leonard,  M.  D.,  Vice-President 

Jambs  E.  SCRiPPS,  Secretary 

George  R.  Angbli.  ((rx<>#rst,),  .               Treasurer 


STANDING  COA\MITTCCS. 

On  Books— Messrs.  Ci^are,  Scripps,  Pox.un,  Osius 

On  Administration — Messrs.  Leonard,  Gray,  Osius 

On  Finance— Messrs.  Leonard,  Smith,  Ci«ark 

Librarian  and  Superintendent, 
Henry  M.  Utley 


*Mr.  Butsel  died  January  17, 1900b  and  George  Otitis  was  elected  to  fill  the  unexpired 
tem.  Mr.  Butsel  had  been  chosen  President  for  1900^  and  after  his  death  John  S. 
Gray  was  elected  as  his  successor. 


Report  of  the  prc8Uknt« 


To  the  Board  of  Education : 

■  Gentlemen — ^The  accompanying  reports  of  the  Secretary  and 
the  Librarian  furnish  the  detailed  information  required  by  law  as 
to  the  operations  of  the  Library  during  the  year  of  1899.  The  finan- 
cial showing  is  much  more  favorable  than  it  has  been  for  the  pre- 
ceding year  or  two.  The  marked  decrease  in  revenue  from  Crim- 
inal Court  fines  noticed  in  recent  years  greatly  disturbed  the 
friends  of  the  library.  For  it  was  clear  that  unless  the  accus- 
tomed income  from  that  source  were  provided  in  some  other  man- 
ner, the  library  could  not  maintain  its  high  standard  of  efficiency 
and  do  the  work  which  the  public  rightfully  expected  it  to  do. 
Fortunately  we  have  found  that  the  departments  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment which  have  in  charge  the  levying  of  taxes  fully  appre- 
ciate the  popular  sentiment  in  respect  to  the  Library.  Both  the 
Common  Council  and  the  Board  of  Estimates  promptly  and  with- 
out opposition  responded  favorably  to  our  request  and  gave  us  an 
additional  $10,000  to  compensate  the  loss  from  Police  Court 
fines. 

Being  thus  assured  of  adequate  financial  support,  the  Board 
has  been  planning  measures  for  bringing  the  library  much  closer 
to  the  people  than  ever  before.  We  realize  that  Detroit  has  al- 
ready become  a  great  city  and  is  still  a  rapidly  growing  one.  It 
covers  a  wide  extent  of  territory,  and  residents  in  remote  sec- 
tions are  practically  shut  out  from  the  use  of  the  library  on  ac- 
count of  the  time,  expense  and  inconvenience  of  reaching  it. 
Branch  libraries  are  considered  essential  under  such  circum- 
stances.   Having  now  the  means  at  our  disposal,  the  Board  is  ar- 
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ranging  the  details  for  several  such  branches,  though  only  the 
Library  at  Water  Works  Park  has  yet  been  actually  opened. 
This  branch  was  made  possibly  by  the  friendly  co-operation  of  the 
Board  of  Water  Commissioners,  who  have  erected  in  the  park  a 
beautiful  building  expressly  for  the  purpose,  and  who  heat,  light 
and  care  for  it,  leaving  to  the  Library  Board  the  expense  only  of 
supplying  the  books  and  maintaining  the  Library.  This  buifding 
contains  the  scientific  library  of  the  late  Chauncey  Hurlbut.  We 
understand  that  the  income  from  the  bequest  which  Mr.  Hurlbtit 
left  in  trust  to  the  Water  Board  is  sufficient  to  ensure  the  addition 
of  a  considerable  number  of  books  every  year.  Since  the  original 
library  was  a  scientific  one,  presumably  the  additions  to  it  will  be 
of  the  same  character.  If  this  is  the  case,  may  it  not  be  well  for 
the  Library  Commission  to  consider  the  propriety  of  making  of 
this  branch  a  distinctively  scientific  library?  Should  this  be  done, 
the  purchases  of  books  made  for  it  by  the  Library  Commission 
will  naturally  supplement  and  complement  those  made  from  the 
Hurlbut  fund. 

With  the  assistance  of  your  Honorable  Board  of  Education, 
Public  Library  branches  are  about  to  be  opened  in  the  several 
High  School  buildings.  A  suitable  room  has  been  offered  at  the 
Central  High  School,  -which  will  be  opened  to  the  public  as  soon  as 
the  furniture  and  'books  can  be  procured  and  put  in  place.  The 
delay  in  the  completion  of  the  Western  High  School  has  made  it 
necessary  to  postpone  operations  there.  But  we  are  assured  that 
proper  provision  will  be  made  there,  and  that  the  building  will  be 
completed  within  the  next  two  months.  Plans  for  an  Eastern 
High  School  building  are  already  in  a  forward  state,  and  an  ap- 
propriation is  confidently  expected  at  the  next  session  of  the 
Board  of  Estimates.  A  room  in  this  building  will  be  available 
for  a  Public  Library  branch.  In  the  meantime  it  may  be  thought 
best  temporarily  to  open  such  a  branch  in  the  building  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  school.     The  cordial  co-operation  of  the  Board  of 
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Education  has  greatly^  facilitated  the  plans  for  tshese  branches, 
which  now  seem  certain  of  realization. 

The  statistics  of  use  of  books  during  the  year  compart  favor- 
ably with  those  of  previous  years.  The  slight  falling  off  in  home 
circulation  is  explained  by  the  closing  of  the  library  for  one 
month,  while  the  painters  and  decorators  were  renovating  the  in- 
terior. The  building  has  been  greatly  improved  in  appearance, 
both  externally  and  internally.  The  large  room  occupied  by  the 
circulating  department  is  none  too  light  at  best,  and  its  present 
bright  and  cheerful  aspect  is  an  improvement  which  all  frequent- 
ers of  the  room  must  note  with  pleasure. 

The  rules  were  so  amended  during  the  year  as  better  to  clas- 
sify the  members  of  the  Library  staff  and  to  fix  responsibility. 
Six  departments  were  created  and  a  superintendent  was  placed 
in  charge  of  each,  responsible  directly  to  the  Librarian  for  the 
conduct  of  the  department.  The  expectation  is  that  this  system 
will  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  staff  and  afford,  by  the  stim- 
ulus of  prospective  promotion,  an  incentive  to  each  individual  to 
render  the  best  possible  service. 

A  plan  of  delivering  'books  by  special  messenger  at  the  resi- 
dence of  library  book  readers  was  inaugurated  early  in  the  year. 
By  this  plan  a  book  ordered  by  telephone  or  otherwise  is  sent  im- 
mediately by  messenger.  A  contract  with  a  messenger  service 
company  provides  that  a  boy  shall  be  sent  on  call.  He  collects  a 
fee  of  10  cents  and  will  at  the  same  time  return  a  book  to  the 
Library  without  charge.  Thus  for  the  cost  of  car  fare  one  may 
have  a  Library  book  delivered  at  his  door  and  another  returned  to 
the  Library,  with  no  exertion  or  loss  of  time  to  himself.  This 
service  does  not  appear  to  be  v^ry  widely  appreciated  as  yet,  but 
it  doubtless  will  be  later  on. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Richard  Stores  Willis,        ^ 

President. 

Detroit,  December  30,  1899. 
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Report  of  the  Secretary* 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Library: 

Gentkmen — Progress  toward  a  definite  end  has  always  an 
element  of  satisfaction  about  it,  even  though  it  be  done  labori- 
ously, and  in  the  face  of  obstacles.  So  also  it  is  a  pleasure  to  see 
"work  grow  and  shape  itself  under  our  hand  into  a  complete 
and  harmonious  whole.  In  the  life  of  a  municipality  one  man's 
idea  grows  into  a  department ;  another's  into  an  institution ;  an- 
other's into  a  system,  all  touching  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  the 
community  at  a  thousand  .points.  In  our  own  case  the  idea  has 
developed  into  an  institution  whose  object  is  to  keep  the  intellect- 
ual  life  of  thti  community  pure  and  sweet,  and  to  minister  to  its 
wants.  In  proportion  as  this  work  is  efficiently  done,  our  institu- 
tion takes  rank  as  a  moral  force  in  the  community ;  in  proportion 
as  it  is  neglected,  we,  who  have  voluntarily  accepted  these  respon- 
sibilities, are  to  blame.  Careful  study  of  the  conditions  within 
the  Library  during  the  past  year  leads  me  to  believe  that  a  con- 
scientious effort  is  being  made  to  supply  the  legitimate  wants  of 
the  public ;  the  same  study  convinces  me  that  in  die  line  of  shap- 
ing, guiding  and  creating  these  wants  we  have  made  only  the  be- 
ginning^. If  it  is  the  office  of  this  institution  to  stand,  a  pillar  of 
fire,  between  the  people  and  the  night  of  intellectual  darkness,  so 
also  it  is  its  office  to  go  before  thepi  by  day,  that  they  may  follow 
it  into  a  land  of  pleasantness  and  peace.  I  would  like  to  point 
out,  in  this  my  final  report,  several  lines  along  which  we  should 
work  to  secure  greater  efficiency  in  the  Library  and  thus  greater 
usefulness  to  the  public.  These  suggestions  will  probably  seem 
to  you  a  fair  admixture  of  wheat  and  chaff:    I  ask  your  co-opera- 
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tion  in  separating  them :  the  fact  that  it  all  seems  good  grain  to 
me  shows  me  that  your  help  is  necessary. 

We  have  during  the  past  year  sanctioned  and  partially  estab- 
lished four  Branch  Libraries ;  within  a  few  months  these  will  be 
in  operation,  and  from  their  fortunate  connection  with  the  schools 
we  may  look  for  the  best  results  from  them.  This  gives  us  a  fair 
proportion  of  branches  established  at  convenient  distances  for  sup- 
plying a  number  of  people,  being  probably  all  we  will  need  for  a 
number  of  years  if  they  are  properly  supplied  and  taken  care  of. 
This  leaves  us  free  to  turn  our  attention  to  the  locating  of  those 
most  useful  adjuncts  of  a  Library — Delivery  Stations.  Detroit 
is  probably  the  only  large  city  in  the  United  States  that  does  not 
supply  the  patrons  of  the  Library  in  this  way.  Chicago  has  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  of  these  stations;  Cincinnati  has  thirty- 
four;  Milwaukee  has  fifteen  or  twenty  and  so  on  down  the  list. 
The  expense  of  maintaining  them  is  very  slight,  and  the  number 
of  books  thus  circulated  is  enormous,  reaching  in  Chicago  for  in- 
stance, sometimes  five  thousand  a  day.  No  supply  of  books  is 
kept  at  these  stations ;  as  their  name  implies,  they  are  merely  for 
the  delivery  of  books  sent  daily  from  the  central  collection.  The 
simple  plan  of  operation  is  familiar  to  most  of  the  Commission- 
ers, if  not  to  all  of  them,  and  I  recommend  an  early  action  on  our 
part  looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  proper  number  of  these  at 
convenient  points. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  Branch  Libraries,  allow  me  to 
revert  for  a  moment  to  the  one  now  nominally  in  operation  at  the 
water  works.  Its  hopeless  inefficiency  has  been  a  subject  of  dis- 
cussion in  this  Board  several  times ;  in  fact,  it  was  referred  to  a 
former  Book  Committee,  but  the  latter  went  out  of  office  before 
anything  could  be  done,  "  In  the  near  future  itihis  branch  will  be 
turned  over  to  the  Library  Commission  entirely.    At  that  time  a 
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compkte  diange  in  the  manner  of  operation  should  be  made ;  and 
especially  a  competent  and  experienced  person  should  be  put  in 
charge,  one  chosen  from  our  own  staff,  familiar  with  methods  of 
Library  work.  If  any  education  of  assistants  is  to  be  done,  it  is 
surely  advisable  to  do  it  at  the  central  building,  nor  should  assist- 
ants be  s^nt  outside  until  their  experience  would  enable  them  Ko 
represent  the  Library  properly. 

i^M  WDtUH^SlT  9  i/CpArillWIll* 

It  was  quite  a  surprise  to  many  of  the  Commissioners,  myself 
among  the  number,  to  learn  from  the  Librarian's  tables  that 
nearly  a  quarter  of  our  entire  circulation  (some  250,000  volumes 
in  round  numbers)  was  given  out  in  the  children's  department. 
Of  course  part  of  this  is  done  through  the  school  libraries ;  never- 
theless, a  large  proportion  remains  to  be  taken  care  of  in  the 
rather  inadequate  accommodations  set  apart  in  the  basement  for 
the  children's  use.  Now,  considering  the  importance  of 
this  work  among  the  younger  members  of  the  com- 
munity, it  ought  not  to  happen,  as  it  has  done  in  the 
past,  that  boys  and  girls  must  be  turned  out  into  the 
street  for  lack  of  accommodation  for  them  within  the  Library 
Building.  The  plan  has  been  suggested  of  putting  an  addition 
on  the  present  building  for  a  newspaper  and  children's  room ;  and 
it  seems  to  me  a  good  one.  Some  action  should  be  taken  on  this 
in  the  near  future  so  that  we  may  have  the  use  of  the  addition  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment.  While  on  this  subject  permit  me 
to  point  out  that  the  shelves  of  the  children's  room  contain  an 
enormous  quantity  of  dead,  out  of  date,  and  otherwise  undesir- 
able books ;  that  the  substitution  for  these  of  live,  readable  and  in- 
teresting books  is  most  advisable.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
head  of  this  department  be  instructed  to  separate,  in  the  near  fu- 
ture, the  sheep  from  the  goats,  with  a  view  to  getting  rid  of  the 
latter  at  the  first  convenient  opportunity. 
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Cbe  perfodloa  lUst* 

Before  placing  our  subscriptions  for  periodicals  for  a  new 
year,  it  seems  to  me  that  some  few  changes  should  be  made  in  our 
present  list.  The  selection,  in  the  main  is  a  good  one,  yet  there 
are  some  periodicals  for  which  we  can  scarcely  supply  the  de- 
mand with  our  present  subscriptions,  while  others  remain  on  the 
reading  rack  untouched  during  the  entire  month.  This  is  almost 
always  the  case  in  a  list  as  large  as  ours.  The  matter  is  not  of 
great  importance  and  is  referred  to  only  that  it  may  not  be  over- 
looked at  the  proper  time. 

H  County  Xnstitutfoik 

I  find  there  exists  in  Gncinnati  a  condition  of  things  that 
makes  for  largely  increased  usefulness  on  the  part  of  the  Library ; 
and  that  is  that  the  Cincinnati  Library  has  been  recently  changed 
from  a  city  to  a  county  institution.  This  enables  it  to  supply 
books  in  a  much  larger  field  than  is  possible  when  it  is  supported 
by  the  city  alone.  Thus  instead  of  establishing  Delivery  Stations 
throughout  the  city  this  Library  has  them  throughout  the  entire 
county.  The  advantages  to  those  living  outside  the  dty  are  man- 
ifest ;  the  benefit  derived  by  the  city  lies  in  the  fact  that  a  larger 
fund  is  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Library,  making  pos- 
sible the  purchase  of  numbers  of  books  that  we  must  now  pass 
by  at  a  sacrifice  of  the  importance  and  efficiency  of  our  collection. 
It  is  quite  possible  that  it  will  be  found  desirable  at 
some  future  time  to  make  this  change  in  our  own  institution.  A 
full  and  free  discussion  of  the  plan  at  that  time  will  no  doubt 
bring  to  light  many  advantages  over  the  present  system. 

H  Bat  lAbmry. 

I  wish  also  to  recommend  for  your  consideration  a  project 
which,  if  carried  out,  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  a  large  and  im- 
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portant  organization,  the  Bar  of  Wayne  County.  There  exists  in 
Detroit  at  present  a  private  corporation  known  as  The  Detroit 
Bar  Library  Association,  which  aims  to  supply  members  of  the 
bar  with  law  books  through  the  Detroit  Bar  Library.  The  stock 
was  originally  in  small  holdings  and,  as  I  understand  it,  it  was  a 
sort  of  mutual  benefit  association  in  providing  books  for  the  pro- 
fession. Owing  to  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
stockholders,  the  controlling  interest  was  afterward  acquired  by 
five  gentiemen,  who  sought  thus  to  insure  the  growth  and  ef- 
ficiency of  the  library.  Now,  in  order  to  put  the  library  on  a 
paying  basis,  it  was  found  necessary  to  fix  the  annual  dues  at  a 
figure  which  made  the  privileges  of  the  library  impossible  to  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  bar.  And,  as  will  be  easily  seen, 
the  very  people  who  needed  the  library  most — ^the  students  and 
younger  members  of  the  profession — were  the  ones  who  were 
least  able  to  pay  for  its  use.  The  five  directsws  tried  to  make  a 
sliding  scale  of  dues  to  meet  these  conditions  so  that  the  maxi^ 
mum  amount  would  not  be  reached  until  a  man  (had  practiced  for 
several  years.  Perhaps  the  professional  gentlemen  present  will 
bear  me  out  in  the  assiertion  that  at  the  end  of  five  years  even  of 
conscientious  effort  many  professional  men  find  themselves  far 
from  an  assured  standing  and  income. 

If  this  library  were  acquired  by  the  Public  Library  it  would 
be  possible  to  put  these  books  within  the  reach  of  the  entire  legal 
fraternity  of  Wayne  County ;  and  I  am  given  to  understand  that 
a  nominal  fee  (say  of  $5.00  annually)  would  be  paid  cheerfully 
for  the  privilege  of  using  them,  which  fund  would  go  toward  the 
maintenance  of  tiie  special  collection  of  law  books.  Now  this  Bar 
Library,  as  it  at  present  exists,  is  a  valuable  collection  of  books, 
and  would  be  a  very  creditable  addition  to  the  Public  Library ; 
it  could,  I  th.nk,  be  secured  at  much  less  than  its  real  value.  In 
the  first  place,  much  of  the  stock  is  still  held  by  the  original  pur- 
chasers in  holdings  of  one  or  two  shares  to  an  office ;  I  am  confi- 
dent that  in  nearly  every  case  this  would  be  donated  in  event 
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of  the  books  being  turned  over  to  the  Public  Library.  I  have 
talked  personally  with  three  of  the  five  large  stockholders,  and 
have  reason  to  believe  that  they  would  be  willing  to  donate  a 
reasonable  share  of  their  stock,  though  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  they  would  g^ve  it  all.  I  am  given  to  understand  that  the 
transfer  of  these  books  would  be  regarded  with  much  favor  by 
nearly  every  member  of  the  Detroit  Bar,  and  I  earnestly  recom- 
mend that  this  Board  take  some  action  through  a  proper  com- 
mittee to  see  whether  the  plan  is  feasible,  whether  satisfactory 
arrangements  can  'be  made  with  the  present  stockholders  for  the 
acquisition  of  the  property;  also  in  case  it  is  found  practicable, 
to  arrange  the  details.  Permit  me  to  say  that  it  is  proposed  to 
utilize  a  room  in  the  new  County  Building  for  the  housing  of  this 
Jibrary  in  event  of  its  being  acquired  by  the  city ;  that  proper  ac- 
commodations are  assured  there,  which  are  recognized  as  most 
convenient  by  the  members  of  the  Bar. 

In  taking  this  step,  Detroit  would  be  in  advance  of  other  cities, 
and  that  is  where  she  should  be.  Only  in  Pittsburg  is  there  any 
attempt  to  supply  the  special  needs  of  members  of  the  Bar ;  and 
there  it  is  not  done  on  so  comprehensive  a  scale  as  is  now  pro- 
posed. 

This,  gentlemen,  is  the  end  of  my  suggestions.  I  thank  you 
for  your  courtesy  and  patience,  and  trust  some  of  them  at  least 
will  be  worth  your  further  consideration.  I  append  the  usual 
list  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  past  year,  which  will  be 
printed  in  our  reports  later.  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  a  wise  economy  and  judicious  expenditure  leaves  us 
with  a  sufficient  balance  for  our  needs  until  the  new  appropria- 
tion is  available. 
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ftiMiKuU  Report* 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  JANUARY  i,  1899— JANUARY  i,  1900. 

Total  receipts,  including  balance  Jan.  i,  '99 $76,920.36 

Total  expenditures 44,382.83 

Bank  balance  January  i,  1900 $32,537-53 

Respectfully  submitted, 

i  MAYNARD  D.  FOLLIN, 

Secretary. 
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Report  of  tbc  Lf brarian* 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  report  of  the  li- 
brarian, showing  the  growth  and  use  of  the  library  in  the  year 
1899. 

The  whole  number  of  books  added  to  the  library  during  the 
year  was  6,962,  of  which  57  reported  missing  a  year  ago  were 
returned,  and  1,018  were  gifts,  as  shown  in  detail  in  the  appendix 
to  this  report.  The  number  bought  to  replace  books  worn  out 
by  use  was  1,566.  During  the  same  period  2,071  books  were 
discarded  as  no  longer  fit  for  use,  107  were  lost  and  paid  for, 
4  were  lost  and  not  yet  paid  for,  and  204  duplicates  were  sold 
or  exchanged,  making  a  total  withdrawal  of  2,386  volumes.  The 
net  additions  of  books  were,  therefore,  4,519.  The  whole  number 
of  books  in  the  library  on  the  ist  of  January,  1900,  was  157,510. 
Of  this  number  148,773  are  classed  as  the  working  library  and 
8,737  are  unused  duplicates.  The  number  of  books  in  the  public 
school  circulating  libraries  is  9,092,  included  in  the  above  enumer- 
ation. There  are  5,829  books  in  the  German  language,  3,852  in 
French,  and  1,107  ^^  Polish. 

The  following  summarizes  the  book  inventory : 

No.  volumes  in  library,  1899  inventory 152,934 

Volumes  missing  at  inventory  since  returned 57 

Added  in  1899  by  purchase 5,147 

gift  1,018 

binding  periodicals,  etc 740 


it  it 

(I  n 


Total  additions 6,905 

Withdrawn — Worn  out * 2,071 

Lost  and  paid  for 107 

Lost,  not  paid  for 4 

Sold  or  exchanged 204 

Total  withdrawals 2,386 

Net  additions 4.519 

No.  volumes  in  library  January  i,  1900 1 57,5 10 
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The  following  shows  the  net  number  of  volumes  added  in  each 
of  the  several  classes  during  the  year,  and  the  total  at  the  end  of 
the  year  in  the  working  library,  and  does  not  include  unused 
duplicates : 

Net  Additions.  Total 

Bibliography  85  2,230 

General  periodicals,  including  newspapers 79  9,359 

Philosophy   90  2,534 

Religion  231  8,498 

Sociology,  including  State  documents 470  14,935 

Philology 74  1,660 

Science  286  8,570 

Practical  Arts  390  9,969 

Fine  Arts 256  4.652 

Literature 429  13,981 

History  499  15,922 

Travel i90  9^56 

Biography  280  11,836 

Fiction 1,053  26,941 

United  States  Government  documents 244  7,830 

Total 4,659  148,773 

The  following  shows  the  cost  of  the  books  catalogxied  during 
the  year,  in  the  several  classes: 

Bibliography  $  65.36 

Philosophy   68. 21 

Religion  105.30 

Sociology  • 250.45 

Philology 67. 10 

Science  222 .99 

Practical  Arts  337-73 

Fine  Arts 347-20 

Literature  305 .60 

History  - 523.67 

Travel 323.94 

Biography  314-40 

Fiction  (new) 920.95 

Fiction  (to  replace  worn  out) 1,120.70 

The  foregoing  does  not  include  books  added  to  the  school 
circulating  libraries,  nor  serials  of  any  description. 
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The  following  shows  the  registration  of  cardholders  in  each 
of  the  years  named,  registration  being  valid  for  only  five  years : 

i8s« 5,470 

1896 6,462 

1897 6,583 

1898 6,052 

1899 5761 

Toul 30,328 

The  circulating  department  twas  closed  for  four  weeks  in  July 
and  August,  while  the  painters  and  decorators  were  at  work  in 
the  room.  This  fact  had  some  eflFect  upon  the  statistics  of  cir- 
culation. Though  the  main  delivery  room  was  closed,  as  stated, 
the  reference  room,  periodical  reading  room  and  children's  room 
were  kept  open  as  usual.  While  the  circulation  shows  a  slight 
falling-off  in  consequence  of  the  closing  of  the  room,  doubtless, 
the  other  departments  all  show  increase,  compared  with  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  circulation : 

Drawn  at  the  library  for  home  reading 338*976 

Drawn  at  the  schools  for  home  reading 111,836 

Total  home  circulation 450,812 

Recorded  use  at  the  library 509,506 

Total  use  of  books 960,318 

Unbound  periodicals  in  reading  room 182,890 

Total  use,  1899 1,143,208 

The  following  shows  the  percentage  of  circulation  of  books 
of  the  several  classes,  and  of  adult  and  juvenile  use.  not  including 
school  circulation : 
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LiBSAKY  RbaOWG. 

Adult.  JurenUe. 

Cyclo|>edias 7-8o 

Periodicals  961  12.44 

Philosophy 1. 71 

Religion 2.61  0.04 

Sociology  4.70  o.io 

Philology 1.41 

Science  487  0.23 

Medicine 2.80 

Practical  Arts 6.35  o.io 

Fine  Arts 9-20  0.25 

Literature 6.30  0.25 

History 6.65  1.50 

Travel  4.22  0.78 

Biography  6.04  0.18 

Fiction 0.62  7.07 

German  0.62 

French 0.55 

Polish  0.23 

Other  Languages  0.77 


•  • 


H0M8  Rbading 

Adulc 

JuTenile. 

•    m 

0.56 

•   • 

0.35 

0.95 

•   ■ 

1.06 

0.06 

1.54 

0.12 

0.14 

«    ■ 

1.20 

0.16 

•  • 

1.58 

•    ■ 

O.IO 

1.44 

0.15 

3.04 

0.22 

2.75 

0.87 

1.85 

0.35 

2.15 

0.33 

50.78 

23.09 

3.50 

■    • 

0.41 

•    ■ 

1.25 

•    • 

•  • 

•    • 

Total  7706  22.94  74.20  25.80 

Books  were  supplied  to  the  public  schools  on  the  same  plan 
as  heretofore.  These  are  traveling  libraries  sent  out  to  the  4t3h 
primary  grade  and  the  5thy  6th,  7th  and  8th  grammar  grades. 
The  number  of  books  in  these  school  traveling  libraries  is  5,062. 
In  addition,  books  are  placed  in  the  libraries  of  the  high  schools, 
which  are  permanently  kept  in  such  libraries  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  the  pupils  of  those  schools.  The  number  of  books  thus 
placed  is  3,125  in  the  Central,  506  in  the  Western  and  399  in 
the  Eastern  High  Schools.  Total  for  all  the  schools,  9,092.  All 
these  are  duplicate  copies  of  books  in  the  main  library. 

The  enrollment  given  in  the  following  table  is  that  of  the 
grades  to  which  books  are  sent,  and  does  not  include  the  enroll- 
ment in  grades  belorw  the  4th.  The  statistics  of  circulation  are 
those  recorded  of  books  drawn  out  and  taken  home  for  reading, 
and  do  not  include  the  number  of  persons  who  read  the  books,  nor 
the  number  of  books  read  or  consulted  in  the  schoolhouse.    This 


UBIUJIY  COBCMISSION  RBPORT  OF  1899. 


19 


latter  item,  if  given  for  the  high  schools,  would  swell  the  figures 
many  fold. 

SCHOOL  CIRCULATION,  1 899. 
Names  of  Schools.  Circulation.       Enrollment. 

Amos  1,797  379 

Bagley  569  62 

Barstow 386  317 

Bellefontaine i,59i  240 

Berry  5,4^3  a8o 

Bishop  4,202  578 

Brownson 464  94 

Campau 201  120 

Gampibell  441  154 

Cass 1,798  705 

Chancy 1,009  306 

Clay 1,027  151 

Clinton 317  37 

Columbian 1477  284 

Craft  299  105 

Dkkinson  946  117 

Duffield  2,874  527 

Estabrook 1,627  269 

Everett i,972  3" 

Fairbanks  809  310 

Farrand 567  278 

Ferry   1,405  I93 

Field 2,811  365 

Firnane  294  42 

Franklin 525  86 

Garfield 241  87 

Hancock  .* . .  1,496  345 

Harris •. . .  245  48 

Houghton  7ZZ  233 

Hubbard  293  84 

Irving  1,537  3^7 

Jackson  1,148  75 

Jefferson  2,694  500 

Johnston  480  49 

Lincoln  476  73 

Lyster 493  74 

McKinstry  489  82 

Newberry  1,817  259 

Nichols 275  52 
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Names  of  Schools.  Circulation.       EaroUme&t. 

Norvell i,8oo  408 

Owen  m  122 

Palmer 388  58 

Pitcher   1,585  343 

Poe  265  118 

Potter  266  54 

Preston  860  76 

Roberts  1,457  179 

Rose 375  97 

Russell 736  87 

Scripps  181  125 

Tappan 2,479  521 

Tilden  1,311  44© 

Trowbridge   i,733  367 

Van  Dyke 1,304  309 

Washington 905  388 

Webster  3,979  607 

Wilkins    1,113  208 

Williams  2,192  330 


Grammar  Schools  70,990  13*426 

Central  High 28,490  1,500 

Western  High 9.356  500 

Eastern  High 3.000  200 

Total  111,836  15,626 


During  the  year  the  second  supplement  to  the  general  cata- 
logue, forming  the  third  volume  of  the  series,  was  issued.  It  is 
in  the  same  form  and  style  as  the  preceding  volumes,  and  makes 
a  book  of  860  pages.  The  printed  catalogues  of  this  library  are 
much  in  demand  by  otlier  libraries,  since  they  appear  to  be  con- 
sidered the  best  exponent  of  the  decimal  system  of  classification, 
now  so  generally  in  use  in  this  country,  and  which  is  coming 
into  use  in  the  most  progressive  libraries  in  England  and  the 
British  colonies.  Aside  from  the  Peabody  Institute  of  Baltimore, 
no  large  library  in  this  country  has  printed  a  full  catalogue  in 
recent  years.  They  mostly  content  themselves  with  monthly  or 
quarterly  bulletins,  or  with  condensed  finding  lists,  or  classified 
special  reading  lists.     Doubtless  their  home  patrons  are  forced 
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to  rely  almo&t  wholly  upon  the  system  of  cards  in  trays  or  draw- 
ers, a  tedious  and  cumbersome  method  of  discovering  titles. 

The  1895  edition  of  the  fiction  finding  list  having  been  ex- 
haustedy  the  printing  of  a  new  edition  was  begun  late  in  the 
year.  This  will  include  not  only  English  prose  fiction,  but  that 
in  the  German  and  French  languages  as  well.  The  printing  had 
not  been  completed  at  this  writing,  but  is  in  a  forward  state,  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  work  will  be  upon  the  library  tables  within 
a  few  weeks  at  farthest. 

Upon  the  suggestion  of  a  committee  of  women  representing 
the  missionary  societies  of  the  various  evangelical  churches  of 
the  city,  a  reading  list  upon  Christian  Missions  was  compiled. 
This  list  contains  upwards  of  600  titles,  and  was  printed  late  in 
the  year  in  the  form  of  a  folder,  and  was  distributed  without 
charge  through  the  committee. 

This  inexpensive  way  of  placing  in  the  hands  of  many  people 
lists  of  books  in  which  they  may  be  presumed  to  take  special  in- 
terest has  been  already  suggestive  of  other  lists  to  be  issued  in 
similar  form.  One  on  Qiemistry,  Pharmacy  and  Allied  Subjects 
has  been  prepared,  and  a  select  list  of  modern  medical  books  for 
the  use  of  physicians  and  medical  students  is  contemplated. 

Subjoined  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  dur- 
ing the  year  1899,  in  the  usual  detailed  form : 

Balance  on  hand  Jan.  ist,  1899  (as  per  last  report) $20,825.85 

RECEIPTS. 
From  City  Treasurer: 

Taxes,  1899 $45,348.24 

Taxes,  1898 5»555.i2 

Taxes,  1897  9.37 

50,912.73 

From  Co.  Treas.,  fines  and  penalties 3,168.09 

Interest  on  daily  balances 616.92 

Library  fines 1,13935 

Sales  of  Catalogues 28.70 

Forward $76,691.64 
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Amount  forward $76,691.64 

For  Lost  Books 103.01 

Books  sold  53.76 

Paper  sold 17.25 

Rebate  on  freight 4.00 

Messenger  fees 2.50 

Total  Receipts  $76,872.16 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  for  books $  7,215.14 

Periodical  subscriptions  i 797-96 

Binding  and  repairing  books 4,180.30 

Fuel  I1367.46 

Repairs   2,391.33 

Blanks  and  stationery 654.29 

Labor  and  supplies 877^ 

Postage  176.50 

Freight  and  express 113.88 

Furniture  and  fixtures 171.00 

Insurance 896.17 

Printing  and  binding  catalogues 2,692.94 

Salaries,   library  staff 19,682.59 

Janitor  service  3,117.67 

Total  Expenditures   $44,334.63 

Balance  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1899 $32,537.53 

H.  M.  Utley, 

Librarian. 


Magntts  BxtTzsI,  was  bom  at  Bamberg,  Bavaria,  January  14, 
1830,  and  died  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  January  17.  1900. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Library  Commission  in 
September,  1883,  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  was  twice  re-elected  for 
the  full  term  of  six  years.  A  few  days  before  his  death  he  was 
elected  President  of  the  Commission  for  the  year  1900,  having 
previously  served  in  the  same  capacity  in  the  years  1892,  1893 
and  1894. 

On  the  evening  of  January  17  a  special  meeting  of  the  Library 
Commission  was  held,  Vice-President  Leonard  in  the  Chair. 
The  following  memorial  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Whsrbas:  It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  remove  by 
death  our  esteemed  President,  Magnus  Butzel,  who  for  seventeen 
long  years  has  held  a  seat  in  the  Public  Library  Commission; 

Rtsolved:  That  it  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  we  learn  of  his 
unexpected  demise,  just  at  the  threshold  of  a  term  of  office  as 
chief  executive  of  the  Board. 

Resolved:  That  we  desire  to  place  on  record  our  appreciation 
of  his  intelligent,  energetic  and  disinterested  services  as  a 
member  of  this  Commission.  Mr.  Butzel,  through  his  long  con- 
nection with  the  various  literary  interests  of  our  city — ^his  former 
connection  with  our  School  Board,  his  continuous  service  for 
half  a  generation  with  this  Commission — ^has  in  his  death  left  a 
vacancy  that  the  community  Mrith  us  must  keenly  feel.  As  a 
member  of  our  Board  he  was  ever  watchful  of  the  interests  of  the 
Library;  he  was  conservative,  progressive,  unbiased  in  his  ideas 
of  improvements  of  its  several  departments  and  creation  of 
branches,  and  was  never  narrow  or  prejudiced  in  his  recom- 
mendations for  the  purchase  of  books  for  its  shelves.  To  his 
fellow  Commissioners  he  was  always  urbane  and  courteous, 
meeting  us  with  a  cheery  '*Good  evening* '  and  leaving  us  with 
a  kindly  "Good  night." 

Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  furnished  to 
the  family  of  our  deceased  President,  with  the  assurances  of  our 
sincerest  sympathy  with  them  in  their  affliction. 

Resolved:  That  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  deceased  the 
Public  Library  be  closed  on  Friday,  January  nineteenth,  the  day 
of  the  ftmeral,  from  one  o'clock  p.  m. 


Richard  Storks  Wii,zjs  was  bom  at  Boston,  Febroaiy  lo, 
1819,  and  died  at  Detroit,  May  7,  1900. 

He  came  of  a  literary  family,  his  father  and  grandfather 
having  been  journalists  and  founders  of  newspapers.  His 
brother,  Nathaniel  Parker  Willis,  and  his  sister,  Sara  Willis 
Parton,  are  both  widely  known  in  the  world  of  letters.  He  was 
graduated  from  Yale  University  in  1841,  and  after  graduation 
spent  some  years  in  Germany  studying  the  science  of  music. 
There  he  enjoyed  the  warm  personal  friendship  and  interest  of 
Prof.  Hauptmann,  the  great  Mendelssohn,  Gutzkow,  the 
dramatist;  Preiligrath,  the  poet,  and  man^  others.  He  was  the 
author  of  several  noted  musical  compositions  of  a  high  order 
which  enjoy  perpetuity.  He  also  wrote  verse  and  essays  and 
reviews  of  a  creoitable  literary  quality. 

He  took  his  seat  in  the  Library  Commission  in  January, 
1888,  and  was  afterward  re-elected  to  a  second  full  term  of  six 
years,  retiring  on  the  first  of  January  of  the  present  year.  Five 
years  before  his  retirement  he  was  elected  President  of  the 
Board,  a  position  in  which  he  continued  up  to  the  time  of  the 
expiration  of  his  membership. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Library  Commission,  held  on  May  9, 
Z900,  the  Boara  voted  to  attend  the  funeral  in  a  body,  and 
appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  suitable  minute  to  be 
entered  in  its  records.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  the  committee 
submitted  the  following,  which  was  adopted: 

Whbrbas:  Our  late  associate,  Richard  Storrs  Willis,  for 
twelve  years  a  member  of  this  Board,  has  been  removed  by 
death,  at  the  advanced  age  of  81  years; 

Resolved:  That  we  desire  to  place  on  record  our  high  appre- 
ciation of  the  value  of  his  services  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Library  Commissioners.  His  courteous  and  urbane  manner, 
coupled  with  his  scholarly  attainments,  made  our  meetings  with 
him  in  his  official  capacity  pleasant  and  agreeable.  While  the 
presiding  officer  of  our  Board  he  was  especially  faithful  in  his 
attendance  at  our  meetings,  and  his  rulings  were  alwa}^s  on  the 
side  of  harmony  and  in  keeping  with  the  good  fellowship  of  the 
several  members  of  the  Board. 

Resolved:  That  we,  with  the  community  at  large,  regard  his 
loss  a  serious  one,  in  that  there  has  been  taken  from  our  city's 
educational  circles  one  who  has  given  much  of  his  lifetime  to 
the  advancement,  not  only  of  the  interests  of  the  Library,  but  to 
that  of  general  literature,  and  the  musical  and  art  world,  as  well. 

Resolved:  That  there  be  spread  upon  our  official  records  this 
brief  minute  of  our  regard  for  him  and  his  work,  and  that  a 
copy  be  suitably  inscribed  and  forwarded  to  his  immediate 
family. 
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Mppctidix* 


Following  are  the  names  of  donors  to  the  Library  during  the 
year,  with  the  number  of  volumes  and  pamphlets  given  by  each : 


Vols. 


Adams,  C.  R,  Boston 

American  Anti- Vivisection  Society 

American  Bible  Society,  New  York 

American  Book  Company,  Chicago 

American  Laryngological  Association  

American  National  Red  Cross  Relief  Society 

American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  Louisville.... 

Angstman,  Mrs.  O.  £.,  Detroit 

Arbitration  Conference,  Lake  Mohonk 

Aronstam,  Dr.  N.  £.,  Detroit 

Atkinson,  Edward,  Boston 

Avery,  Miss  Gara,  Detroit 

Baker,  Fred  A.,  Detroit 

Balch,  T.  W.,  Philadelphia 

Baltimore  City 

Banta,  Theo.  M.,  New  York 

Barnes,  William  A.,  Boston 

Bates,  G.  W.,  Detroit 

Bellevue  Hospital,  Society  of  Alumni 

Blades,  F.  A.,  Detroit 

Boston  Book  Company 

Boston  Record  Commissioners 

Brodie,  Dr.  Benjamin  P.,  Detroit 

Brymner,  D.,  Ottawa 

Bugbee,  Ida,  Detroit 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association 

Burton,  C.  M.,  Detroit 

Busey,  Samuel  C,  Washington 

Canada,  Royal  Society  of 

Caryl,  Charles  W.,  Denver 

Casgrain,  P.  B.,  Quebec 

Caulkins,  D.,  Toledo 


28 
I 
I 


I 

2 


284 


4 
I 


Pamph. 

2 
I 

6 


2 
I 
I 
I 

2 


I 
I 


1,173 
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Vols. 


Chadwick,  J.  W.,  Brooklyn 

Chase,  W.  G.,  Boston 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade 

Chicago  Civil  Service  Commission 

Chicago  Educational  Commission  

Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce , 

Dark,  R.  W.,  Detroit 

Cleveland  Board  of  Education 

Cleveland  Municipal  Association  

Connecticut  Board  of  Health 

Connecticut  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 

Corliss,  J.  B.,  Detroit 

Cutter,  E.,  New  York 

Denison,  Dr.  Charles  M.,  Detroit 

Depew,  Chauncey  M.,  New  York , 

Detroit  Association  of  Charities 

Detroit  Journal , 

Detroit  Museum  of  Art 

Detroit  Public  Lighting  Commission 

Dexter,  Mary,  Cincinnati 

Dickerson,  F.  B.,  Detroit 

Fairmount  Park  Art  Association,  Philadelphia. 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago 

Finney,  B.  S.,  Ann  Arbor 

Foote,  Allen  R.,  Washington 

Ford,  C,  New  York 

Franklin,  A.  B.,  Chicago , 

Friends'  Yearly  Meeting 

Green,  Dr.  S.  A.,  Boston 

Green,  S.  S.,  Worcester , 

Guthrie,  K.  S.,  Oaklyn,  N.J 

Guy  si,  Alice  V.  and  Jeannette,  Detroit , 

Hammond,  J.  E.,  Lansing 

Hanna,  S.  J.,  Boston , 

Haydcn^  E.,  Washington , 

Hills,  W.  S.,  Boston 

Hollister,  Mrs.   Lilian  M.,  Detroit , 

Houghton,    Mifflin    &   Company,    Boston...., 

Hunt,  Charles  W.,  New  York. 

Illinois  Labor  Bureau , 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia , 

Indiana  Medical  Society 

Intercontinental  Railway  Commission 

Iowa  Geological  Survey 


I 
I 


I 

2 
I 


I 
I 
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I 

I 


I 
6 
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Pampb. 
I 
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I 

2 


2 

3 

I 


I 

9 
I 

2 


I 

9 
I 

1 

I 
I 
I 
I 


I 

2 
I 
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Vols. 

Jerome,  W.  S.,  Detroit 117 

Johnson  Publishing  Company,  Columbus i 

Johnston,  Dr.  C.  H.,  Grand  Rapids i 

Kansas  Academy  of  Science i 

Kansas  Board  of  Agriculture 2 

Kansas   Historical  Society 

Keep,  W.  I.,  Detroit i 

Lamed,  Prof.  C.  W.,  West  Point i 

Leonard,  Dr.  C.  H.,  Detroit i 

Lewis,  George  A i 

Lockwood,  Mrs.  A.,  Detroit 21 

McDonald,  A.,  Washington 

Maine  Labor  Bureau i 

Maknen,  Dr.  G.  H.,  Philadelphia 

Marr,  W.  N.,  Detroit 3 

Maryland   Soldiers'   Commission 2 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Charities i 

Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of i 

Massachusetts  R.  R.  Commission i 

Massachusetts   Record   Commission 

Melville,  Rear  Admiral,  U.  S.  N 

Methodist  Women's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 

Michigan  Board  of  Corrections  &  Charities i 

Michigan  Board  of  Health 

Michigan   Department  of   Education i 

Michigan  Secretary  of  State 5 

Miller,    Henry,    Detroit i 

Milwaukee   City  Service   Commission 

Minneapolis    Park   Commission 

Minnesota  Geological  Survey 2 

Missouri  Agricultural   Experiment  Station 

Missouri   Geological   Survey i 

Montana   Labor   Bureau 

Murray,  T.  H.,  Woodsocket,  Mass 

Myler,   L.   S.,   Cleveland i 

National  Civil  Service  Reform  League 

National  Society  S.  A.  R i 

Nebraska  Labor  Bureau i 

N.   E.  Anti- Vivisection  Society 

New  Jersey  Adjutant  General i 

New  Jersey  Geological  Survey i 

New  Jersey  Industrial  School  for  Girls 

New  Jersey   State   Prison i 

New  York  City  Board  of  Education     2 


Pamph. 


132 


10 
I 

•   • 

87 


I 

I 


I 
I 
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New  York  City,  Mayor  of i 

New  York  Charities  Aid  Association 

New  York  Forest  Preserve  Board ; 

New  York  Juvenile  Asylum 

New  York  Labor  Bureau i 

New  York  Reform  Club 

New  York  State  Museum i 

Norman,  L.,  Boston 

North  Carolina,  State  Medical  Society  of i 

Olds,  A.  L.,  Detroit 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society i 

Pennsylvania  Prison  Society.  Philadelphia 

Peters,  W.  J.  &  J.  P.,  Beth  Shalom,  Conn i 

Ransom,   George  F.,   Detroit 

Rhode  Island  Board  of  Health i 

Rhode  Island  Labor  Bureau i 

Richardson,  Wm.  A.  Estate  of,  Washington i 

Richmond  &  Backus  Co.,  Detroit 37 

Robbins,  Dr.   F.  W.,  Detroit 21 

Roebling,  Mrs.  W.  A.,  New  York i 

Ronbroke  Press,  Los  Angeles i 

St  Louis  Merchant's  Exchange i 

Sakellarias,  Rev.  D.  Z.,  Athens,  Greece 3 

Schmid,  John  A.,   Detroit i 

Scholes,  Adam,  Detroit 2 

Smithsonian    Institution,    Washington 6 

Socialistic  Labor  Party i 

Solberg,   T.,   Washington 

Stowe,  Lyman  E.,  Detroit 2 

Sturtevant  Co.,  Boston i 

Swift,  M.  I.,  Los  Angeles 

Taylor,  C.  F.,  Philadelphia ; 

Taggart,  F.  J.,  San  Francisco 

Tillinghast,  C.  B.,  Boston i 

Tucke,  Charlton,  London 

United  States  Government: 

Bureau  of  American  Republics 2 

"         Education    3 

Labor   3 

"         Life  Saving  Service i 

"         Marine  Hospital .  i 

"         Weather  2 

Civil  Service  Commission i 


Pamph. 

I 
2 

I 
I 

4 
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Vols.  Pftmph. 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 3 

Department  of  Agriculture i 

"             Interior 14 

Navy   3 

State :         6  4 

Treasury  8  17 

War  7  5 

Fish  Commission i 

Geological   Survey 3 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission 2 

Patent  Office    4 

Superintendent  of  Documents 172  50 

Unknown  i 

Uruguay,  Republic  of 3 

Vermont  Library  Commission i 

Walker,  Edwin  C,  New  York i 

Walker,  Mrs.  H.  N.,  Detroit 67  85 

Ward,  John,  New  York i 

Welch,  Mrs.  Wm.  W.,  Nwfolk,  Conn i 

Wisconsin  Fish  Commission i 

Wisconsin  Geological  Survey 2  i 

Wisconsin  Labor  Bureau i 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society i 

Wisconsin  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 3 

Wisconsin  Superintendent  of  Public  Property i 

Yarborough,  Dr.  C.  C,  Detroit i 

Colleges  and  Universities: 

Amherst  College i 

Armour  Institute,  Chicago i 

Bates  College i 

California,  University  of 5 

Chicago,  University  of i  3 

Cincinnati,  University  of 2 

Colorado,  University  of '. i 

Columbia  University I  2 

Cornell  University I 

Dartmouth  College 2 

Harvard  University 2 

Iowa,  University  of 2  i 

Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,  University 2 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology i 

Michigan  Agricultural  College 15 

Michigan,  University  of i  i 
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Vols*  P«mph. 

Nebraska,  University  of r 

New  York,  University  of i 

Northwestern  University i 

Olivet  College i 

Pennsylvania,  University  of 6  5 

Pratt  Institute 2 

Princeton  University 2: 

Tennessee,  University  of i 

Tulane  University i 

Vermont,  University  of i 

Wells  College 1 

William  &  Mary  College i 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute i 

Yale  University i  4. 

Libraries: 

Allegheny,  Carnegie  Library 2 

Amherst  College  Library 2: 

Ashton-under-Lyne,  Heginbottom  Free  Library i 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt  Library . .  i 

Baltimore,  Peabody  Institute  Library i 

Boston  Public  Library i  2 

Bowdoin  College  Library i 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Public  Library i 

Brockton,  Mass.,  Public  Library 6 

Brookline,  Mass.,  Public  Library S 

Brooklyn  Library 2 

Brooklyn,  Pratt  Institute  Library 7 

Brooklyn  Public  Library i 

Brooklyn  Union  for  Christian  Work i 

Buffalo,  Grosvenor  Library 2 

Buffalo  Public  Library 4, 

Burlington,  la.,  Public  Library i 

Burlington,  Vt.,  Fletcher  Library i 

California  State  Library i  2 

Cardiff,  Wales,  Public  Library 2- 

Chicago,  John  Crerar  Library i 

Chicago  Public  Library i 

Cincinnati  Public  Library 2  3. 

Cleveland  Public  Library 4. 

Congress,  Library  of,  Washington i 

Croydon,  Eng.,  Public  Library i 

Dayton  Public  Library 3, 

District  of  Columbia  Public  Library . .  i. 
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Vols.  Pamph. 

Eau  Qaire  Public  Library i 

Erie  Public  Library i 

Evanston  Public  Library i 

Germantown,  Friends'  Free  Library i 

Glasg^ow,  Bailie's  Institute  Library i 

Gloversville  Public  Library i 

Grand  Rapids  Public  Library 2 

Groton  Public  Library i 

Hamilton,  Ont.,  Public  Library i 

Harlem  Library i 

Hartford  Public  Library 12 

Harvard  College  Library i 

Helena  Public  Library 2 

Hoboken  Public  Library i 

Iowa  Masonic  Library 3 

Jersey  City  Public  Library 7 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Public  Library i 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Public  Library 5 

Leyton,  Eng.,  Public  Library i 

JLincoln,  Eng.,  Public  Library z 

London,  Eng.,  Clerkenwell  Public  Library i 

London,  St.  George  the  Martyr  Library i 

London,  St.  Giles  Library i 

London,  St.  Martin-in-the-iields  Library i 

London,  Ont.,  Public  Library 2 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library i 

JLjTin  Public  Library i 

McGill  University  Library,  Montreal 6 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public  Library i 

Marquette,  Peter  White  Library i 

Michigan  State  Library 34  176 

Milwaukee  Public  Library 3 

Minneapolis  Public  Library i  2 

Missouri  Botanical  Garden  Library i 

New  Haven  Public  Library 8 

New  York,  Aguilar  Library 23 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library i 

New  York,  General  Society  of  Mechanics,  etc i 

New  York,  Maimonides  Public  Library 2 

New  York,  Mercantile  Library. i 

New  York  State  Library i  8 

New  Jersey  State  Library i 

New  South  Wales  Public  Library i 

Newark  Public  Library 9 
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Vols. 


Newton,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

Northampton,  Mass.,  Forbes  Library. . . . 

Oakland,  Cal.,  Free  Library 

Oberlin  College  Library 

Ohio,  Wesleyan  University  Library 

Omaha  Public  Library 

Orange,  N.  J.,  Public  Library 

Paterson,-  N.  J.,  Public  Library 

Peoria  Public  Library 

Philadelphia,  Apprentices'  Library 

Philadelphia,  City  Institute  Library 

Philadelphia,  Library  Company 

Philadelphia,  Mercantile  Library 

Philadelphia  Public  Library 

Pittsburgh,  Carnegie  Library 

Pittsfield  Athenaeum  Library 

Providence  Athenaeum  Library 

Providence  Public  Library 

Quincy,  111.,  Public  Library 

Rochester,  Reynolds  Library 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Public  Library 

St.  Louis,  Mercantile  Library 

St  Paul  Public  Library 

Salem  Public  Library 

San  Francisco,  Mechanics'  Institute 

San  Francisco,  Mercantile  Library 

San  Francisco  Public  Library 

Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Mich.,  Public  Library, 

Scranton  Public  Library 

Seattle  Public  Library 

Somerville,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

Syracuse  Central  Library 

Taunton  Public  Library 

Tokyo,  Imperial  Library 

Toronto  Public  Library , 

University  of  Michigan  Library , 

Warren  County,  111.,  Library 

Wilmington  Institute  Library , 

Windsor,  Ont.,  Public  Library , 

Worcester  Co.,  Law  Library 

Worcester  Public  Library 
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expired  term.  Mr.  Batsel  had  been  ehoaen  President  for  1900,  and  after  hie 
death  John  S.  Graj  was  elected  ai  his  anccestor. 
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Report  of  the  President. 


To  the  Board  of  Education : 

Gentlemen — ^The  Library  Commission  herewith  submits 
reports  of  the  affairs  of  the  Library  during  the  year  1900  for 
the  consideration  of  your  honorable  body. 

From  the  Librarian's  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  use  of 
books  belonging  to  the  Library  has  been  greater  than  ever 
before,  showing  an  increase  of  about  14  per  cent,  over  the 
year  1899.  It  is  true  much  of  that  is  due  to  the  establishment 
of  the  various  branches  during  the  year,  but  even  aside  from 
the  circulation  added  by  them,  the  use  of  bound  books  at  the 
Central  Library  has  increased  nearly  6  per  cent,  over  the 
previous  year.  Bearing  in  mind  that  very  much  of  the  circula- 
tion of  the  branches  is  drawn  from  the  Central,  you  will  read- 
ily see  that  the  demand  on  the  Public  Library  in  the  year 
1900  was  greatly  in  advance  of  that  of  any  other  year.  That 
the  ratio  of  increase  will  be  even  greater  during  the  current 
year,  may  be  confidently  expected,  from  the  fact  that  a  much 
greater  number  of  patrons  was  added  to  the  list,  as  shown  by 
the  issue  of  cards,  than  ever  before  in  one  year — and  these 
mostly  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  If  the  experience  of 
other  cities  is  to  be  any  criterion  for  us,  we  may  confidently 
expect  a  very  great  increase  of  circulation  through  the 
branches.  The  Chicago  Public  Library  reports  65  per  cent, 
of  its  circulation  through  its  delivery  stations  and  branches, 
while  in  other  cities  the  record  is  somewhat  similar. 

The  Commission  was  enabled  to  fit  out  these  branches 
without  encroaching  on  the  regular  income  of  the  Library — 
the  Common  Council  and  Board  of  Estimates  having  granted 
our  request  for  $10,000  for  that  purpose.  We  carry  in  our 
financial  report  the  sum  of  $9,500  as  a  building  fund,  which  was 
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granted  one  year  ago  with  which  to  make  additions  to  the 
present  overcrowded  premises.  The  difficulties  that  have 
come  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  the  original  intention,  as  well 
as  the  project  of  procuring  a  new  library  building,  are  fully 
stated  by  the  Librarian.  For  these  two  reasons,  and  because 
of  the  hesitancy  felt  in  spending  the  people's  money  to  make, 
at  best,  a  poorly  patched  up  job  of  the  present  building,  this 
balance  is  carried  in  our  resources,  until  it  shall  be  fully  de- 
cided what  course  of  action  is  best  to  adopt.  That  any  alter- 
ation or  addition  it  is  possible  to  make  to  the  present  building 
will  suffice,  at  most,  but  for  a  few  years,  is  apparent  to  every- 
one who  knows  the  conditions ;  and  the  question  seems  to  be, 
shall  the  Library  be  kept  up  to  the  constantly  growing  de- 
mands of  a  great  city,  or  permitted  to  drift  along  as  best  it 
can,  regardless  of  these  demands?  Surely  no  public  spirited 
citizen  of  Detroit  would  purposely  obstruct  the  erection  of  a 
library  building  such  as  might  be  pointed  to  with  pride,  and 
that  would  compare  favorably  with  those  of  other  cities. 
Should  the  plan  of  City  Controller  Blades  be  adopted  it  would 
seem  that  the  erection  of  such  a  building  could  be  attained 
without  undue  hardship  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  city.  This 
plan  is  to  issue  city  bonds  running  thirty  years  and  to  raise 
by  taxation  each  year  a  sum  sufficient  to  meet  the  interest, 
say  3J4  per  cent.,  and  also  2j4  per  cent  more  to  form  a  sink- 
ing fund  for  the  final  payment  of  these  bonds,  thus  making  a 
total  of  6  per  cent,  to  be  raised  each  year.  In  thirty  years  75 
per  cent,  will  have  been  accumulated  from  the  2^  per  cent, 
annual  sum,  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  interest  from  the  sink- 
ing fund  on  deposit  will  easily  care  for  the  remaining  25  per 
cent.  This  will  give  the  city  the  benefit  of  a  suitable  build- 
ing in  the  near  future,  with  the  cost  of  its  erection  running 
over  a  period  of  thirty  years — and  thereby  placing  a  part  of  its 
price  on  the  generation  in  the  future  that  will  be  benefited 
by  it. 

Increased  expenditure  for  1900  of  $8,222.15  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  is  due  almost  entirely  to  the  fitting  up 
of  the  branches  and  their  maintenance.  The  actual  expense 
of  administration  of  the  Library  has  been  kept  at  the  lowest 
possible  sum  consistent  with  effectual  service. 
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It  is  a  matter  of  satisfaction  to  the  Library  Commission 
that  in  seeking  to  increase  the  circulation  of  books  through 
the  various  schools,  your  Board  has  done  everything  that 
could  be  asked,  to  facilitate  the  work.  We  also  recognize  the 
fact  that  it  is  due  to  the  Board  of  Education  that  these  rooms 
in  the  High  Schools  were  made  available  for  the  branches,  and 
that  without  your  friendly  co-operation  it  is  extremely  doubt- 
ful if  these  could  have  been  established  during  the  year. 

On  January  17th  the  Library  suffered  the  loss  of  one  of  its 
warmest  friends,  in  the  death  of  Magnus  Butzel,  who,  but  a 
few  days  before,  had  been  elected  President  of  the  Comiais- 
sion.  His  death  was  followed  soon  after— on  May  7th — ^by 
that  of  Richard  Storrs  Willis,  who  had  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  finished  his  term  of  office  as  President.  Both  of  these 
men  had  served  the  Library  long  and  faithfully  and  dieir  loss  is 
keenly  felt.  Appropriate  notice  of  these  deaths  has  been  al- 
ready taken,  and  it  only  remains  for  us  to  again  record  our 
appreciation  of  their  high  character,  and  of  the  invaluable  ser- 
vices they  have  rendered  the  Library. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  S.  Gray, 

Detroit^  December,  1900* 
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Report  of  the  Secretary. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Library : 

Gentlemen — Complying  with  custom,  I  submit  a  report  af 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  on  account  of  the  Library  fund 
during  the  year  1900. 

The  Common  Council  and  Board  of  Estimates  made  a  spe- 
cial appropriation  of  $10,000  for  the  enlargement  of  the  build- 
ing which  was  then  in  contemplation.  But  it  was  found,  when 
bids  were  obtained  for  the  work,  that  it  wouM  cost  much 
more  than  the  amount  of  the  appropriation.  Therefore,  the 
Board  set  aside  this  sum,  less  the  $500  paid  the  architects  for 
making  plans  and  specifications,  as  a  building  fund,  as  shown 
below : 

Balance  on  hand  January  i,  1900 $32,537  53 

Rbcbipts. 

From  City  Treasurer: 

City  taxes,  1899 $  5,973  73 

City  taxes,  1900 46,285  80 

52,259  53 

From  County  Treasurer,  fines  and  penalties 3i084  71 

Interest  on  daily  balances 773  30 

Libranr  fines  1,489  27 

For  lost  books 175  49 

From  sales  of  catalogues 88  05 

Books  sold  56  77 

Junk  sold   40  18 

Messenger  fees  2  20 

Rebates  3  81 

Money  found  in  the  Library 4  00 

Total  receipts .$90,514  84 

Total  disbursements,  as  per  table  below 52,556  78 

Balance  in  treasury  December  31,  1900 $37,958  06 

Less  amount  in  Library  Building  Fund 9,500  00 

Balance  in  General  Fund $28,458  06 
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The  financial  statement  of  the  Library  is  for  the  calendar 
year,  while  the  fiscal  year  of  the  city  runs  from  July  to  July. 
Therefore  the  balance  shown  above  does  not  represent  a  sur- 
plus, but  the  working  funds  of  the  Library  for  the  coming  six 
months. 

Jambs  £.  Scripps, 

Secretary. 
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Report  of  the  Li 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Library : 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of 
the  Library  during  the  year  1900: 

The  whole  number  of  books  added  to  the  Library  during 
the  year  was  11,578.  At  the  same  time  there  were  withdrawn 
— worn  out,  lost  and  sold  or  exchanged — ^3,294  books,  making 
the  total  of  net  additions  8,284,  and  increasing  the  total  num- 
ber of  books  in  the  Library  to  165,794. 

The  extensive  use  of  the  books  wears  them  out  very  rap- 
idly, 2,216  being  thrown  aside  during  the  year  from  this  cause. 
These  are  almost  wholly  in  the  class  of  popular  novels.  Sev- 
eral hundred  of  these  books,  too  badly  worn  and  soiled  for 
our  use,  were  given  away,  to  the  county  asylum,  the  county 
jail,  the  several  city  missions,  etc.  An  effort  is  usually  made 
to  replace  the  worn  out  books,  if  they  are  still  in  demand,  but 
it  often  happens  that  they  are  out  of  print  and  not  obtainable 
at  reasonable  prices.  In  cases  where  we  have  a  sufficient 
number  of  copies,  the  worn  out  books  are  cancelled  and  the 
stock  reduced  to  that  extent.  The  number  of  books  bought 
during  the  year,  to  replace,  was  1,260. 

Of  the  net  additions  of  the  year  3465  were  placed  in  the 
Central  Library,  3,269  in  branch  libraries,  and  1,190  in  the  pub- 
lic school  libraries.  Of  the  whole  number  of  books  belonging 
to  the  Library  151,883  are  in  the  Central  Library,  3,629  in 
branches  and  10,282  in  <the  public  school  librarks.  Of  liie  books 
in  the  Central  Library  8,235  are  unusued  duplicates.  There  aj^ 
5,993  books  in  the  German  language,  3,935  in  French  and 
1,102  in  Polish.  In  the  last  mentioned  language  no  additions 
haVe  been  made  for  several  years  and  a  fresh  supply  is  greatly 
needed. 
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Detailed  statistics  of  the  book  accessions,  as  well  as  of  the 
use  of  books  and  periodicals,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix 
to  this  report. 

Use  of  the  Library. 

The  use  of  the  Library  shows  an  increase  over  preceding 
years.  The  total  use  of  bound  books  at  the  Central  Library 
was  896,970,  as  against  848482  in  the  previous  year.  Added 
to  this  is  the  use  of  books  at  the  branches  and  in  the  schools, 
amounting  to  160,642,  making  a  grand  total  of  1,057,612  books. 
There  is  also  to  be  added  to  the  account,  the  use  of  current 
periodicals  in  the  reading  room  at  the  Central  Library  and  in 
the  branches,  which  amounts  to  243,946.  This  does  not  in- 
clude the  reading  at  the  Hurlbut  branch,  to  which  we  supply 
periodicals,  and  of  which  no  record  is  kept.  This  makes  a 
grand  total  of  1,301,558  library  books  and  periodicals  used  dur- 
ing the  year,  an  increase  of  158,350  over  the  preceding  year. 
It  should  be  said  that  this  is  below  the  actual  fact,  because, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  many  books  are  used  at  the  shelves  and 
in  various  parts  of  the  Library,  of  which  no  record  can  be 
kept.  Our  system  of  taking  a  receipt  for  each  book  delivered 
to  a  patron  permits  an  exact  count  of  such  use,  but  there  are 
open  shelves  at  which  people  help  themselves  to  one  or  many 
books  as  they  please. 

The  number  of  holders  of  library  cards  who  are  entitled 
to  draw  books  for  home  reading  has  increased  by  1,618  during 
the  past  year.  These  cards  are  good  for  five  years  from  the 
date  of  issue.  The  following  shows  the  number  issued  in  the 
years  named  and  the  number  of  valid  cards  now  outstanding : 

1896 6462 

1897  6,583 

1898 6,052 

1899 5.761 

1900 7,088 

Whole  number  of  cards 31.946 

Of  the  cards  issued  during  the  year  1,260  were  issued  on 
applications  filed  at  the  branches  by  persons  who  never  before 
bad  library  cards. 


V 
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Branch  LibrariM. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  of  the  year  was  the 
actual  opening  of  branch  libraries.  This  has  been  discussed 
for  many  years,  but  there  were  financial  difficulties  in  the  way. 
These  were  removed  by  the  appropriation  by  the  Common 
Council  and  Board  of  Estimates  of  $io»ooo  to  compensate  in 
a  degree  for  the  loss  of  revenue  from  police  and  other  crim- 
inal court  fines,  which,  from  some  inscrutable  cause,  dropped 
almost  to  the  vanishing  point.  The  matter  was  further  facil* 
itated  by  the  Board  of  Education,  which  furnishes  a  suitable 
room  in  each  of  the  three  high  schools  without  rental  charge, 
and  heats  and  lights  the  same  without  expense  to  the  Library 
Board. 

The  first  of  these  branches,  located  in  the  Central  High 
School,  entrance  on  Warren  avenue.  Miss  Mary  Myler  in 
charge,  was  opened  April  2.  The  second  is  in  the  Harris 
School  building,  comer  of  Ellery  and  Pulford  streets,  which 
btukiing  is  temporarily  occupied  for  high  school  purposes 
pending  «he  completion  of  'the  new  building  on  the  Eastern 
Boulevard.  The  Library  was  opened  April  16,  with  Mr. 
Adolf  Gronkowski  in  charge.  It  occupies  the  same  room  on 
the  second  floor  with  the  school  library  and  the  books  of  the 
latter,  which  were  supplied  by  the  Library  Commission,  are 
used  indiscriminately  with  those  of  the  branch  proper,  except 
that  they  are  not  given  out  for  home  circulation.  The  Library 
is  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  pupils  during  school  hours — 8 130 
a.  m.  to  I  p.  m.,  and  is  in  charge  of  the  school  librarian.  From 
I  o'clock  until  9  p.  m.  it  is  a  public  library  and  is  in  charge  of 
our  librarian. 

The  third  branch  is  located  in  the  Western  High  School  on 
Scotten  avenue,  and  was  opened  October  25th,  with  Miss  Bes* 
sie  Brow,  librarian,  in  charge.  The  opening  was  delayed  thus 
late  in  the  year  to  await  the  completion  of  the  building.  The 
details  of  cost  of  these  three  branches  will  be  found  in  the  Sec* 
retary's  report,  and  the  number  of  books  placed  in  them,  and 
their  use  will  be  found  in  Appendices  A  and  B. 

It  was  expected  that  the  Hurlbut  Library,  in  the  Water 
Works  Park,  would  be  turned  over  to  the  Public  Library  to 
be  supplied  with  books  and  made  a  full  fledged  branch.    But 
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the  Water  Commission  has  shown  an  inclination  to  retain  its 
management  and  so  it  is  utilized,  so  far  as  the  Public  Library 
is  concerned,  only  as  a  delivery  station.  In  this  respect  it 
has  proven  very  useful  and  a  convenience  to  a  large  constitu- 
ency, as  will  be  noted  by  a  glance  at  the  statistical  tables.  The 
Library  supplies  periodicals  for  the  reading  room ;  the  cost  of 
the  daily  delivery  of  books  is  trifling.  Aside  from  these  items 
the  Library  has  no  expense  in  connection  with  this  branch. 
If  the  city  limits  should  be  extended  on  the  east  side,  as  has 
been  suggested,  or  if  a  bridge  should  be  constructed  from  the 
Water  Works  Park  to  the  Island  Park,  this  library  would  be 
the  focus  of  a  larger  constituency  even  than  at  present.  The 
Library  Board  may  well  encourage  its  development  and  use 
in  all  possible  ways. 

Reading  for  the  Young. 

Operations  through  the  public  schools  have  been  continued 
on  the  same  plan  as  heretofore  and  with  results  which  will  be 
found  set  forth  in  Appendix  B.  Several  hundred  volumes  have 
been  supplied  to  the  three  high  schools  for  exclusive  use  in 
those  schools,  but  the  lists  for  the  grammar  grades  remain 
substantially  as  heretofore.  In  view  of  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  pupils  and  the  fact  that  many  of  the  books  are 
much  worn,  it  will  probably  be  wise  to  revise  the  lists  and 
enlarge  them,  at  the  end  of  the  present  school  year. 

An  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  matter  of  more 
prompt  collection  and  delivery  of  the  boxes.  It  has  happened 
that  much  valuable  time  was  wasted  in  the  transportation  of 
books  to  and  from  the  Library.  As  this  matter  was  in  the 
control  of  the  Board  of  Education,  through  its  agents,  the 
Library  management  had  nothing  to  say  about  it.  Now,  how- 
ever, there  is  a  full  realization  in  all  quarters  of  the  importance 
of  prompt  action. 

The  space  devoted  to  the  children's  department  at  the  Cen- 
tral Library  has  proved  entirely  inadequate  to  the  demands 
upon  it.  Temporary  arrangements  were  made  by  placing 
tables  and  chairs  in  the  branch  packing  room  and  opening  it 
for  the  overflow  on  busy  days.  This  was  better  than  turning 
the  children  into  the  street,  but  far  from  satisfactory.    Early 
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in  the  year  a  plan  was  devised  to  add  another  story  to  the  rear 
extension  of  the  building,  transfer  the  newspaper  files  to  the 
new  quarters  and  extend  the  children's  room  to  double  its 
present  capacity.  An  appropriation  of  $10,000  was  allowed  by 
the  Common  Council  and  Board  of  Estimates  for  the  purpose. 
But  when  bids  were  received  for  the  work  it  was  found  that 
the  cost  would  far  exceed  the  appropriation  and  so  no  relief 
could  be  looked  for  in  that  direction. 

Another  suggestion  has  been  made  but  held  under  consid- 
eration for  the  present,  and  that  is,  to  transfer  the  children's 
department  to  the  general  reading  room  on  the  main  floor, 
removing  the  newspapers  to  the  present  children's  room  and 
the  magazines  to  the  reference  room.  This  change  of  quarters 
would  be  an  admirable  thing  for  the  children,  and  would  well 
enough  serve  the  newspaper  readers,  but  the  drawback  lies  in 
bringing  a  large  number  of  magazine  readers  into  the  reference 
room,  to  the  possible  annoyance  of  the  people  who  make  such 
great  use  of  the  latter  for  purposes  of  study.  However,  it 
appears  altogether  probable  that  some  way  will  be  devised  to 
better  accommodate  young  patrons  of  the  Library  without 
inconvenience  to  their  elders. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  quote  some  interesting  items  from 
the  latest  report  of  Miss  Mary  Conover,  Superintendent  of  the 
children's  department :  "Although  not  within  the  months  cov- 
ered by  this  report  I  should  like  to  mention  a  picture  bulletin 
which  was  made  for  us  by  the  Albany  library  school.  It  was 
illustrative  of  the  history  of  Concord  and  Lexington  in  the 
outbreak  of  the  American  revolution  and  was  accompanied  by 
a  list  of  books  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  subject.  In 
July  we  received  two  more  from  the  same  place,  one,  'Children 
of  Many  Lands,'  for  which  we  made  the  accompanying  read- 
ing list ;  the  other,  'Hawaii.'  October  12  we  hung  a  tastefully 
arranged  board  picturing  Columbus,  his  life  and  discoveries, 
together  with  an  exhaustive  list  of  Columbus  literature  con- 
tained in  our  room,  enclosed  in  a  decorative  cover.  It  was  de- 
signed and  executed  by  Miss  Mumford,  who  also  loaned  a  pic- 
ture of  the  Columbus  monument  in  further  illustration  of  the 
subject.  She  also  prepared  a  thorough  and  comprehensive  list 
of  books  concerning  'Pilgrims  and  Puritans'  and  a  pretty  and 
effective  bulletin  which  we  put  up  just  before  Thanksgiving. 
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We  have  a  board  covered  with  dark  green  burlaps  which 
serves  as  a  background  for  weekly  lists  of  new  books,  book 
covers,  authors'  pictures,  and  whatever  arouses  in  our  public 
an  intelligent  interest  in  current  events  or  matters  of  history 
and  the  books  which  illuminate  them.  Special  picture  bulle- 
tins celebrated  Admiral  Dewey's  visit  to  the  city  and  empha- 
sized the  lessons  of  labor  day,  the  presidential  election,  affairs 
in  China,  etc. 

"A  few  weeks  ago  Miss  Queene  Ferry  had  carved 
wood  window  boxes  made  for  three  of  our  windows.  These 
were  filled  with  beautiful  and  well  chosen  plants  by  Miss 
Blanche  Ferry  and  Miss  Katharine  Smith.  The  flowers  add 
greatly  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  room  and  the  kindly  inter- 
est thus  shown  in  our  work  is  most  grateful  to  us. 

"To  my  knowledge  sixteen  books  have  been  lost  or  stolen 
since  January  last.  This  undoubtedly  falls  short  of  the  actual 
number.  When  one  of  several  copies  is  missing  it  takes  some 
time  to  detect  its  loss.  About  twenty  books  have  been  found 
that  were  previously  reported  lost.  The  loss  of  books  has 
been  diminished  by  the  increased  help  allowed  us.  This  also 
has  left  us  more  time  to  devote  to  various  arrangements  for 
facilitating  the  use  of  the  library  by  teachers  and  children. 
Among  other  things,  we  have  begun  a  card  catalogue  of  the 
books,  not  fiction,  in  this  department. 

"In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  say  that  whatever  success  this 
department  has  attained  is  due  in  a  large  degree  to  the 
breadth,  originality,  accuracy  and  tact  which  my  assistant  has 
brought  into  all  her  work,  and  to  the  fact  that  all  service  ren- 
dered by  those  connected  with  the  room  has  been  efficient, 
cheerful  and  loyal." 


Medical  Department. 

Since  the  Medical  Library  Association  turned  over  its  col- 
lection of  books  to  the  Public  Library  praoticaUy  nothing  has 
been  done  to  add  new  material  of  a  technical  kind.  A  half 
dozen  of  the  leading  medical  periodicals  of  this  country  and 
of  Europe  are  subscribed  for  and  filed  on  the  shelves  in  the 
medical  department.    But  the  use  of  the  literature  thus  sup- 
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plied  has  been  somewhat  disappointing.  An  earnest  effort  is 
now  making  among  the  medical  profession  of  the  city  to 
awaken  interest  in  the  matter.  A  considerable  number  of  the 
physicians  of  the  regular  school  have  agreed  to  help  out  by  per- 
sonally subscribing  for  periodicals,  which,  after  current  use, 
they  will  turn  over  to  the  Library  for  binding.  The  Commis- 
sion has  appropriated  $500  for  the  purchase  of  new  and  latest 
editions  of  medical  books  and  other  steps  are  being  taken  to 
place  the  department  more  en  rapport  with  the  profession. 
If  then  they  prove  their  appreciation  of  the  efforts  and  expend- 
itures in  their  behalf  the  management  of  the  department  may 
govern  its  future  action  accordingly. 

CataloguM. 

The  annual  bulletin  of  new  books  was  issued  as  usual  early 
in  the  year.  The  new  finding  list  of  fiction,  English,  German 
and  French,  noted  in  the  last  report  as  printing  came  out  early 
in  the  year.  A  reading  list  of  books  on  chemistry  and  allied 
subjects  was  issued  in  the  form  of  a  folder  and  sent  out  to 
everybody  in  the  city  who  might  be  supposed  to  be  interested. 
There  is  in  contemplation  the  printing  of  a  catalogue  of  the 
medical  department  when  the  new  accessions  are  on  the 
shelves. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  enlarge  the  card  catalogue 
cabinet  by  the  addition  of  120  double  drawers.  The  work  of 
correcting  and  improving  the  catalogue,  many  of  the  early 
written  cards  being  imperfect  according  to  modern  ideas,  is 
being  accomplished  as  fast  as  leisure  from  the  regular  routine 
duties  will  permit.  This  involves  the  entire  readjustment  of 
most  of  the  larger  classes,  the  writing  of  hundreds  of  additional 
cards  and  re-writing  many  old  ones.  Typewritten  cards  are 
now  used  for  the  catalogue.  They  have  the  advantage  of 
greater  legibility,  uniformity  in  appearance  and  can  be  pro- 
duced much  more  rapidly  than  by  the  old  system  of  handwrit- 
ing. 

The  plan  of  printing  in  the  daily  newspapers  once  a  week  a 
list  of  the  most  important  of  the  new  books  added  during  the 
week  has  proven  very  satisfactory.  The  lists  generally  em- 
brace about  thirty  titles  and  as  they  appear  regularly  the  pub- 
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lie  watch  for  them  and  we  have  abundant  evidence  that  they 
are  consulted  and  used.  All  the  daily  newspapers  of  the  city,. 
English  and  German,  print  these  lists  conspicuously ;  English 
newspapers,  the  lists  of  books  in  English,  and  German  news- 
papers the  German  books.  The  newspapers  render  a  service 
to  the  public  as  well  as  the  Library  by  these  publications  and 
are  entitled  to  thanks  for  the  same. 


New  Library  Building. 

The  agitation  for  a  new  Library  building  has  begun  not  a 
moment  too  soon.  If  the  project  should  go  through  without 
unnecessary  delay,  and  it  must  be  said  that  the  favor  with 
which  the  suggestion  has  been  received  on  all  hands  is  very 
encouraging,  at  least  five  years  will  be  consumed  in  the  work. 
First  will  come  the  procuring  of  the  necessary  legislation  and 
appropriation ;  then  a  site  must  be  selected  and  secured ;  then 
plans  must  be  agreed  upon  and  architects  and  superintendent 
of  construction  appointed.  All  these  things  are  preliminary  to 
the  obtaining  of  bids  and  the  actual  work  of  construction. 
This  latter  must  proceed  slowly  in  a  building  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  one  proposed. 

The  present  building  is  already  badly  overcrowded  in  some 
of  its  departments.  The  book  shelving  is  rapidly  filling  up 
and  long  before  any  new  building  can  be  made  ready,  even 
if  the  work  is  not  at  all  delayed,  the  book  storage  space  will 
have  been  wholly  used  up,  with  no  possibility  of  increasing  it. 

It  was  expected  that  the  opening  of  branches  in  various 
parts  of  the  city  would  relieve  the  Central  Library  to  a  con- 
siderable  extent.  But  the  experience  of  the  past  year  does 
not  justify  this  expectation.  The  patrons  of  the  branches  are 
found  to  be  almost  wholly  residents  in  their  vicinities  who 
have  not  heretofore  made  use  of  th6  Library.  So  the  people 
who  come  to  the  Central  Library  are  as  many  as  before  and 
additional  space  is  required  here  to  handle  the  business  of 
filling  and  sending  orders  from  the  branches.  Instead  of  giv- 
ing us  additional  room,  they  have  actually  appropriated  some 
of  our  already  too  narrow  floor  space. 
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Th«  8Uff. 

There  have  been  few  changes  in  the  Library  staff  during 
the  year.  There  were  two  resignations,  one  from  broken 
health  and  the  other  from  a  change  in  life  relationship.  The 
opening  of  branches  drew  upon  the  Central  Library  for  three 
of  the  older  members  of  the  staff  who  were  considered  worthy 
of  the  increased  responsibility  of  taking  charge  of  a  branch. 
This  gave  an  opening  for  applicants  for  positions.  In  July  an 
examination  of  candidates  was  held  and  five  passed  with  great 
credit  to  themselves.  Several  of  these  have  been  already 
partially  employed.  Very  little  time  has  been  lost  on  account 
of  illness  of  any  member  of  the  force.  ITiere  have  been  very  few 
complaints  on  the  part  of  the  public,  and  from  this  we  may  infer 
that  the  service  has  been  satisfactory.  I  am  certain  that  the 
assistants  have  tried  to  do  their  duty  in  an  efficient  and  proper 
way  and  the  popularity  of  the  Library  attests  how  well  they 
have  succeeded. 


Mlohigan  Bibliography. 

A  resolution  presented  by  Commissioner  Scripps  was  unan- 
imously approved  instructing  the  Librarian  to  procure  every- 
thing possible  published  in  Michigan  or  relating  in  any  con- 
siderable part  to  the  state  or  any  portion  thereof.  It  has  been 
for  many  years  the  policy  of  the  Library  to  acquire  every- 
thing of  this  nature  obtainable.  But  the  publication  of  the  res- 
olution gave  a  new  impetus  to  the  matter  and  brought  to  us 
valuable  donations  from  our  friends.  The  most  important  of 
these  gifts  came  from  Herbert  Bowen,  Esq.,  for  thirteen  years 
a  member  of  the  Library  Commission  and  chairman  of  its  book 
committee.  He  gave  us  nearly  two  thousand  books  and 
pamphlets,  almost  every  one  of  which  fitted  into  the  local 
bibliographical  scheme.  All  these  have  not  yet  been  cata- 
logued. The  preparation  of  such  a  bibliography  is  necessarily 
slow  work,  since  it  is  in  addition  to  the  reg^ilar  work  of  the 
library  and  involves  considerable  investigation.  It  is  impor- 
tant that  when  published  it  shall  be  as  correct  and  complete 
as  possible. 
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It  should  be  widely  known  that  the  Library  wishes  to  ac-* 
quire  by  gift  or  purchase  everything  written  by  natives  or 
residents  of  Michigan,  everything  published  in  the  state  and 
everything  relating  in  any  way  to  the  state  or  any  locality  or 
institution  thereof.  Friends  of  the  Library  will  confer  a  favor 
by  putting  us  in  the  way  of  securing  such  material,  for  the 
purpose  of  including  everything  within  reach  in  the  contem- 
plated bibliography,  when  printed.  Assistance  in  this  direc- 
tion will  be  highly  appreciated. 

Donations. 

There  have  been  many  gifts  of  value  to  the  Library  during 
the  past  year,  a  detailed  statement  of  which  will  be  found  in 
Appendix  D. 

The  most  extensive  of  these  gifts  was  made  by  the  heirs 
of  the  Bagley  estate.  When  the  library  of  the  late  governor 
was  broken  up  the  heirs  joined  in  presenting  to  the  Library 
many  volumes,  including  complete  sets  of  Harper's  Magazine, 
Atlantic  Monthly,  publications  of  the  Archaeological  Society, 
a  set  of  Poole's  Index,  etc.,  all  of  which  are  very  acceptable 
and  useful  to  either  the  main  Library  or  its  branches.  The 
notable  gift  of  books  and  pamphlets  of  a  local  historical  char- 
acter by  Mr.  Herbert  Bowen  has  been  already  mentioned. 
Miss  Stevens  gave  us  a  complete  file  of  the  Engineering  and 
Mining  Journal.  Dr.  E.  T.  Tappey  presented  a  framed  group 
of  photographs  of  Detroit  physicians.  Drs.  Leonard,  Sherrill, 
Mann  and  other  doctors  have  contributed  toward  the  enrich- 
ment of  the  medical  department.  All  of  the  English  daily 
newspapers  have,  as  they  have  done  in  former  years,  supplied 
a  fresh  copy  of  every  issue  for  binding  and  these  have  been 
put  up  in  quarterly  volumes  and  placed  on  our  shelves  for 
consultation. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  very  many  friends,  widely  scat- 
tered from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  and  even  in 
foreign  lands,  who  have  so  kindly  remembered  us  in  the  way 
of  adding  to  our  supply  of  literature  many  valuable  things 
which,  in  all  probability,  we  could  not  otherwise  have  ob- 

*^^"^^-  H.  M.  Utley, 

Li^rariam. 
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Book  Accessions,  1900. 

No.  of  volumes  in  the  library  Jan.  i,  1900. .  157.510 

Added  by  purchase 9>3i8 

Added  by  gift 1,613 

Added  by  binding  647 


Withdrawn — ^Worn  out  2,216 

Lost  and  paid  for 180 

Sold  or  exchanged 898 


11,578 


3,294 

8,284 


No.  of  volumes  Jan.  i,  1901 165,794 


NxT  Additions. 

The  net  additions  were  distributed  as  follows: 

Central   library   3,465 

Branch  No.  i 1,284 

Branch  No.  2 939 

Branch  No  3 1,406 

Public  School  libraries 1,190 

Total  additions  8,284 

The  gross  additions  by  classes  are  shown  in  the  following 
statement : 
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Branches 

and  School*. 

Toui 

125 

220 

240 

646 

17 

106 

36 

248 

156 

595 

60 

112 

224 

S32 

29 

377 

92 

3W 

782 

1.157 

796 

1,213 

171 

416 

447 

720 

1. 757 

3,841 

145 

20s 

5 

83 

2 

427 

376 

Central 
Iribrary. 

Bibliography  95 

Periodicals   406 

Philosophy  89 

Religion   212 

Sociology   439 

Philology  52 

Science   308 

Practical  Arts  348 

Fine  Arts  210 

Literature 375 

History 417 

Travel  245 

Biography  273 

Fiction    2,084 

German  60 

French  78 

Polish 2 

United  States  Documents..  427 

Unused  duplicates  376 

6,496  5,082  11,578 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  books  in  the 
Library  in  the  several  classes,  with  the  net  additions  during 
the  year : 

1899.       Met  Addition.      Total,  1900. 

Bibliography 2,230  220  2AS0 

Periodicals 9,359  613  9,972 

Philosophy 2.534  104  2,638 

Religion 8,498  248  8,746 

Sociology   14,935  595  I5,530 

Philology  1,660  112  1,772 

Science   8,570  529  9,099 

Practical  Arts  9,969  374  10,343 

Fine  Arts  4.652  301  4*953 

Literature  i3.9oi  i>072  I5f053 

History    15.932  1,198  17.120 

Travel  9,856  410  10,266 

Biography  11.836  716  12,552 

Fiction 26,941  1.867  28,808 

United  States  documents    7.8^0  427  8,257 

Unused  duplicates 8737  8,235 

157.510  165,794 
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APPENDIX  B. 


THE  USE  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 
Home  Circulation  by  Months,  1900. 


Central 
I^ibnry. 

January  38,737 

February  34i688 

March  36,696 

April   33,370 

May   25,207 

June   25,051 

July   25,628 

August   25,553 

September  30,205 

October  28,936 

November   32,303 

December  30,388 


Hurlbnt  School 
Bimnch  I.  Branch  x  Branch  3.  Branch.  library. 


I.214 
1,266 
1,196 
1,250 
1,182 

1,003 
1,267 

1,329 
1,236 


337 
998 
776 
625 
613 
568 
721 
1,008 
1,003 


206 

1,795 
2,181 


"5 
204 

346 
444 
463 
496 

503 
438 
338 
368 
491 

529 


Ubrary. 

ToUl. 

10.237 

49.089 

10,195 

45.087 

9,824 

46,866 

9.375 

44.740 

8,994 

36,928 

6,352 

33.871 

28,006 

27,786 

7,'l>58 

40,082 

11,042 

42,540 

10,616 

47,542 

9,969 

45,306 

Total  366,762      10,943      6,649      4,182      4,735      94,572      487.843 


Library  Circulation. 

Books.  Periodicals. 

Central  Library  530,208  217,987 

Branch  No.  i 8,281  4,794 

Branch  No.  2 24,975  19.230 

Branch  No.  3 6,105  1,935 

Total   569,569  243,946 

Branch  i  was  opened  April  2;  Branch  2,  April  16.  The 
books  of  this  branch  are  on  the  same  shelves  with  the  school 
library,  also  supplied  by  the  Public  Library,  and  the  reference 
use  of  the  books  is  indiscriminate.  This  Library  is  open  12^ 
hours  a  day.  These  circumstances  will  explain  the  compar- 
atively large  reference  use  of  the  books  of  this  branch.  Branch 
3  was  opened  October  25.  Branch  i  is  open  from  10  a.  m.  to 
6  p.  m. ;  Branch  3  from  10  a.  m.  to  9  p.  m. 

Following  is  a  statement  showing  the  use  of  books,  by  per- 
centages, of  both  adult  and  juvenile,  home  circulation  and 
library  circulation : 


T^IBHABT 

Adult. 

Cyclopedias   6.33 

Periodicals   8.57 

Philosophy    3.20 

Religion 4.20 

Sociology 5.40 

Philology   2.95 

Science   5.44 

Practical  Arts S-8i 

Fine  Arts 8.42 

Literature  6.55 

History  6.64 

Travel 4-98 

Biography  5.84 

Fiction   0.72 

German  0.55 

French  0.49 

Polish    0.20 

Other  languages 0.52 

Medicine 37i 

Total   80.52 


JuTenlle. 
.01 
8.57 

•  •   • 

.04 
.12 
.01 

.31 
.09 
.23 
.36 

1-37 
.84 
.40 

7.13 
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Adult.     Juvenile. 


.63 
1.05 
1.06 

1.39 

.13 

I.17 

1.60 

1.46 
2.89 
2.92 

1.75 
1.96 

5337 
3A2 

.42 

1.15 

.02 


.39 

.01 

.06 

.12 


.II 

.17 

.28 

.72 

.23 

21.09 

.02 


19.48 


76.39  23.6 


School  Circulation. 


Following  is  a  detailed  statement  of  the  home  circulation  of 
the  books  placed  in  the  public  schools: 


Bnroll- 

SchooU.              Circulation.  ment. 

Alger  387  73 

Amos          1,560  344 

Bagley  418  50 

Barstow 2,380  299 

Bellefontaine   i,590  238 

Berry   3,291  287 

Bishop 2,359  510 

Bronson 666  87 

Campau  570  in 

Campbell  555  I57 

Cass   2,126  696 

Chaney 839  264 

Qay 759  139 

Qinton 377  29 

Columbian  1,316  271 

Craft   373  105 

Dickinson i,373  1 16 

Duffield   3,581  512 

Estabrook 2,275  289 

Everett   1,168  264 

Fairbanks   934  272 

Farrand  648  t       243 

Ferry   i,34i  189 

Field   2,086  354 

Fimane   468  46 

Garfield  760  112 

Hancock   1,237  344 

Harris   245       

Houghton  1,054  232 

Hubbard   5^5  62 

Irving  1,212  290 

Jackson   479  63 

Jefferson  2,353  469 


Schools.  drculfltion. 

Johnston    536 

Lincoln    443 

Lyster    517 

McKinstry    397 

Newberry    882 

Nichols    396 

Norvell    1,696 

Owen   566 

Palmer   398 

Pitcher    1^33 

Poe    382 

Potter    314 

Preston    216 

Roberts   2,155 

Rose 865 

Russell  810 

Scripps    591 

Tappan   1,420 

Tilden    788 

Trowbridge  1,847 

Van  Dyke 1,388 

Washington   1,165 

Webster    1,860 

Wilkins   868 

Williams    1,880 

64,908 
Cent'l  High  School. 21,726 

Western  3,938 

Eastern 4,000 

Total  94.572 


BnroU- 


46 

74 
68 

78 
234 

85 

414 

"5 
61 

319 
96 
56 
60 

167 
99 
72 

142 

485 
452 
334 

299 

348 

564 
189 
332 

12,706 

1,874 
56» 
280 


15,422 
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Library  Staff. 


Librarian Henry  M.  Utley 

First  Assistant  Librarian Lucien  B.  Gilmors 

Second  Assistant  Librarian Sarah  A.  Cochrane 

Third  Assistant  Librarian Helen  C.  Bates 

Librarian,  Branch  i Mary  Myler 

Librarian,  Branch  2 Adolf  Gronkowski 

Librarian,  Branch  3 Bessie  B.  Brow 

Librarian's  Secretary  Bessie  Manchester 

Book  Committee's  Secretary Helen  C.  Bates 

Superintendent  of  Catalogue  Department Sarah  A.  Cochrane 

Assistants,  Catalogue  Department Marie  Ganley^  Agnes  Walls 

Superintendent  of  Reference  Department Lizzie  Hurst 

Assistants,  Reference  Department M.  £.  Laoue,  Louisa  Conover 

Superintendent  of  Circulating  Department Helen  T.  Kelley 

Deputy  Superintendent  of  Circulating  Department Aniela  H.  Poray 

Assistants  Circulating  Department: 

Sarah  £.  Doll,  Lolue  Boehnlein,  Alice  H.  Wright,  Susie  Ed- 
wards, Fannie  Curtiss,  Helen  M.  Ward,  Katherine  G.  Ling, 
Inez  A.  Geer,  Zaida  M.  Adams,  Isa  L.  Partch. 

Superintendent  of  Branches Jessie  C.  Chase 

Superintendent  of  Children's  Department Mary  Conover 

Assistant,  Children's  Department Rosaue  Mumford 

Superintendent  of  Periodical  Department Mabel  J.  Ramsay 

Assistant,  Periodical  Department Albert  S.  Winkler 

Temporary  Assistants  and  Substitutes: 

Euzabeth  Nelson,  Grace  Parker,  Ethel  S.  Murray,  Margaret 
Myler,  GRAaE  B.  Krum,  Gertrude  Lee,  Josephine  OTlynn. 
Messengers  and  Pages: 

Roy  Patten,  Roderick  Failing,  Cass  Chase,  Herbert  McMillan, 
Louis  Mead,  Walter  Fairbairn,  Harold  Smith,  Robert  Webster, 
George  Barbour,  Will  Owen. 
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Following  is  a  statement  of  gifts  to  the  Library  showing 
the  names  of  donors  and  the  number  of  bound  volumes  and 
pamphlets  given  by  each: 

Vols.  Pamph. 

Amberg,   £.,  Detroit 4 

American  Academy,  Political  &  Social  Science,  Phil..  i 

American  Anti- Vivisection  Society 2 

American  Dermatolo^cal  Association x 

American  Laryngological  Association i 

American  Medico-Physiological  Association 5 

American  Swendenborgian  Printing  Company 5 

American  Union  League  Society,  New  York i 

Anderson,  W.  H.,  Detroit i 

Angell,  Mrs.  George  R.,  Detroit i 

Arbitration  Conference  Lake  Mohonk i 

Aronstam,  Dr.  N.  K,  Detroit 2 

Augir,  E.  F.,  Detroit i 

Bagley  heirs,  Detroit 477  1,932 

Balch,  £.  S.,  Philadelphia i 

Balch,  Thomas  W.,  Philadelphia i 

Baltimore,  City  of i 

Barton,  Rev.  William  E.,  Oak  Park,  111 4 

Bellevue  Hospital,  Society  of  Alumni i 

Blades,  Hon.  F.  A.,  Detroit a 

Blue  Anchor  Society,  New  York 1 

Bollac,  Leon,  Paris i 

Boston  Book  Company i 

Boston  Health  Department 2 

Bowen,  Herbert,  Detroit 418  1,435 

Brant-Sero,  J.  O.,  Hamilton,  Canada 

Briggs,  D.  B.,  Utica 

Brimley,  Charles  A.,  Philadelphia 2 

Brown,  Mrs.  Frank  R.,  Detroit 

Brownell,  T,  F.,  New  York 

Buffalo  Charity  Organization  Society 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association 

Burnet  Compan]%  Boston 

California  rish  Commission 

California  Mining  Bureau 

Canada,  Agricultural  Department  of 

Canada,  Geological  Survey 

Canada,  Royal  Society  of 

Chase,  Miss  Jessie  C,  Detroit 20  25 


10 
I 
1 
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Volt.  Pamph. 

Chicago  Board  of  Education i 

Chicago  Civil  Service  Commission i 

Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce i 

Qark,  Dr.  John  E.,  Detroit i 

Cleveland  Board  of  Education i 

Conely,  Edwin  R,  Detroit I 

Connecticut  Board  of  Health i 

Connecticut  Labor  Bureau  i 

Cooke,  Mrs.  A.  W.,  Rochester,  N.  Y i 

Corliss,  Honorable  J.  B.,  Detroit 4 

Craig,  Alexander,  Chicago i 

Cust,  R.  N.,  London,  Eng i 

Daniels,  G.  H.,  New  York 3 

Daniels,  W.  C,  Denver i 

Detroit  Free  Press  4 

Detroit  Journal 4 

Detroit  News  4 

Detroit  Tribune  4 

Dow,  J.  W^  Wyoming,  N.  J i 

Dryden,  J.  F.,  Newark i 

Ehrman,  Max,  Boston i 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass x 

Evening  News  Association,  Detroit i 

Fairmount  Park  Art  Association,  Philadelphia i  z 

Farmer,  James  E.,  Concord,  N.  H i 

Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company,  New  York x 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago.  • a 

Ford,  Mrs.  Belle,  Detroit 3 

Fox,  Mrs.  Emma  A.,  Detroit i  x 

Friends  Yearly  Meeting,  Philadelphia 2 

Frye,  A.  E.,  Havana,  Cuba i  x 

Ftdlerton,  Alexander,  New  York i 

Gillette,  W.  S.,  Detroit 16 

Godrycz,  Rev.  J.,  Detroit i 

Gray,  John  S.,  Detroit 2 

Green,  James,  Worcester  3 

Green,  Dr.  S.  A.,  Boston i  107 

Hagenip,  H.,  Copenhagen i 

Hall,  H,  O.,  Washington i 

Hamilton,  Wm.,  Washington x 

Harvey,  L.  D.,  Madison,  Wis x 

Hollinsworth,  C  B.,  London,  Eng 5 

Illinois  Labor  Bureau  x 

Indiana  Geological  Survey  i 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia x 

Indiana  State  Medical  Society i 

International  State  Press,  St.  Louis 10 

Iowa  Geological  Survey i 

Irons,  F.  H.  Saginaw i 

Isham,  A.  B.,  Cincinnati x 

Jacobi,  Dr.  A.,  New  York x 

Jacobs,  C.  H.,  Detroit x 

Jacobs,  Rev.  W.  J.,  Detroit x 

Johnston,  Mary,  Detroit 5 

Journal  of  Prison  Discipline x 
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Volt.  Pamph. 

K.,  Judge  J.  M.,  Philadelphia i 

Kansas  Board  of  Agriculture i 

Ketcham,  O.  W.,  Philadelphia I 

King,  Horatio  C,  Brooklyn a 

Leonard,  Dr.  C.  H.,  Detroit 6  ii8 

Maine  Labor  Bureau  i 

Maiden,  Massachusetts,  City  of i 

Marion  Sims  Hospital,  Chicago i 

Marburg,  Theodore.  Baltimore t 

Massachuseftts  Board  of  Charities i 

Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of i 

Massachusetts  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 

Revolution i 

May,  Charles  S.,  Kalamazoo i 

Mayhew,  Miss  Emma,  Detroit 92 

McDowell,  Rev.  John,  Detroit i 

McMillan,  Hon.  James,  Detroit 37  2 

Michigan  Board  of  Corrections  and  Charities i 

Michigan  Board  of  Health x 

Michigan  Department  of  Public  Instruction i 

Michigan  Secretary  of  State 3 

Milwaukee  City  Service  Commission i 

Minnesota  Geological  Survey 2 

Montana,  Bureau  of  Agriculture x 

Missouri  Bureau  of  Geology i 

Musser,  Dr.  J.  H 8 

Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York i 

Myler,  Mary,  Detroit i 

Naval  Architects,  Etc.,  Society  of.  New  York i 

Nebraska  Labor  Bureau x 

New  England  Anti- Vivisection  Society 3 

New  Jersey  Adjutant-General i 

New  Jersey  Geological  Survey 2 

New  Jersey  Industrial  School  for  Girls i 

New  Jersey  State  Prison i 

New  York  Civil  Service  Reform  Association i 

New  York  City  Department  of  Education i 

New  York  Juvenile  Asylum x 

New  York  Labor  Bureau 2  2 

New  York  Presbyterian  Hospital i 

New  York  Reform  Club 4 

New  York  State  Museum 3 

Ohio  Labor  Bureau 2 

Oliver,  Charles  A.,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia 4 

Ontario  Education  Department  i 

Paris  Exposition,  U.  S.  Commissioner-General 2 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co^  Detroit i 

Parker  &  Burton,  Detroit 2 

Parker,  E.  J.,  Quincy,  111 3 

Paschkis,  Dr.  H.,  Berlin i 

Pennsylvania  Museum  of  Art 3 

Phebe  A.  Hearst  Architectural  Plan  Committee,  San 

Francisco i 

Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians i 

Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum i  i 
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Presbyterian  Hospital,  New  York i 

Providence  Record  Commissioners i 

Rathbone,  Mrs.  J.  H.,  Ann  Arbor i 

Rippey,  J.  N.,  Mt.  Pleasant X 

Robert  Smith  Printing  Company,  Lansing i 

Roehrig,  Dr.  G.  E.,  Detroit 1 

Sadler,  R.,  Coldharbour,  Eng i 

Schmid,  J.  A.,  City  Qerk,  Detroit 4                        i 

Sheldon,  Henr^  I.,  Chicago i 

Sherrill,  Dr.  £  S.,  Detroit 3                     560 

Sibley,  Henry  3-.  Detroit i 

Siemiradgki,  T.,  Detroit i 

Smithsonian  Institution 6 

Stevens,  Miss  E.,  Detroit 12                     237 

St  Louis  Architectural  Gub i 

St.  Louis  Merchants'  Exchange i 

Sturtevant  Company,  Boston 2 

Summers.  N.  R.,  Detroit i 

Sunset  Club,  Chicago i 

Swift,  M.  L,  Los  Angeles,  Cal i 

Tappcy,  Dr.  E.  T.,  Detroit Portraits  of  physicians 

Taylor,  Elisha,  Detroit i 

Tierman,  Charles  B.,  Baltimore I 

United  States  Government: 

Bureau  of  American  Republics   i                         3 

"         Census  25 

"          Education  2 

Labor 2                        4 

Life  Saving  Service i 

Marine  Hospital  I 

"         Weather  10 

Civil  Service  Commission i 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey i 

Court  of  Qaims i 

Department  of  Agriculture  4                        6 

'*               Interior 13                      20 

Navy I                         I 

Sute 7                       16 

"               Treasury 5                        4 

War I 

Fish  Commission i 

Geological  Survey 8                      21 

Interstate  Commerce  2 

Patents 5 

Superintendent  of  Documents 243                      86 

Unknown 3 

Uruguay,  Republic  of 2 

Valentine  Museum,  Richmond,  Va i 

Vanderpool,  N.,  Chicago i 

Walker,  H.  O.,  M.  D.,  Detroit i 

Wayne  County  Board  of  Supervisors i 

Wisconsin  Free  Libranr  Commission 2 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society i 
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VoU.  Pamph. 

Wisconsin  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 3 

Wood  Allen  Pub.  Company,  Ann  Arbor i 

Wood,  Henry,  Boston 2 

Woodin,  O.,  Detroit 3 

Colleges  and  Universities : 

Albion  College  2 

Amherst  College i 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology i 

Bowdoin  College 2 

California,  University  of 2 

Chicago  College  of  Law i 

Chicago  University  i                        3 

Colorado  Agricultural  College i 

Columbia  University 3                        i 

Cornell  University  2                         3 

Dartmouth  College  2 

Harvard  University 4 

Illinois,  University  of i 

Iowa,  University  of 2 

Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,  University i 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology i 

Nebraska,  University  of 3 

New  York  University  t 

Northwestern  University  i 

Ohio  State  University i 

Pennsylvania,  University  of 4 

Princeton  Theolog.  Seminary i 

Vermont,  University  of i 

Wisconsin,  University  of 6 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institution 2 

Yale  University  I                         4 

Libraries : 

Allegheny,  Carnegie  Library i 

Amherst  College  Library 2 

Ashton-under-L^e,  Eng.,  Heginbottom  Free  Library. 

Atlanta,  Carnegie  Librarv 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt  Library 

Birmingham,  Eng.,  Public  Library 

Boston,  Athenaeum 

Boston  Public  Library i                        3 

Bowdoin  College  Library  2 

.Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Public  Library i 

Brockton,  Mass.,  Public  Library 7 

Brooklyn  Library  2 

Brooklyn,  Pratt  Institute  Library 3 

Brooklyn  PuUic  Library 7 

Brooklyn,  Union  for  Christian  Work i 

Buffalo,  Grosvenor  Library 8 

Buffalo  Public  Library 3 

California  State  Library 2 


LIBRARY  COMMISSION  RBPORT  OP   l90O.  3 1 

Volt.  Pamph. 

Cardiff,  Wales,  Public  Library i 

Cathedral  Library  of  the  Assumption,  New  York i 

Chicago,  John  Crerar  Library i 

Chicago,  Newberiy  Library 2 

Chicago  Public  Library i 

Cincinnati  Public  Library i  3 

Qeveland  Public  Library i 

Croydon,  Eng.,  Public  Library .* i 

Evanston,  Ills.,  Public  Library i 

Germantown,  Friends  Free  Library i 

Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library i 

Hamilton,  Ont,  Public  Library i 

Hartford  Public  Library 3 

Harvard  University  Library i 

Indianapolis  PuMic  Library i 

Iowa  Masonic  Library 3 

Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  James  Prendergast  Library 2 

Japanese  Imperial  Library,  Tokyo '. i 

Jersey  City  Public  Library 4 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Public  Library i 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Public  Library 4 

Lesrton,  Eng.,  Public  Library i 

Lincoln,  Eng.,  Public  Library i 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library 2 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Public  Library i 

Mandiester,  Eng.,  Public  Library 2 

Manchester^  N.  H.,  Public  Library 5 

Michigan  state  Library 34  52 

Milwaukee  Public  Library 3 

Minneapolis  Public  Library i  4 

Newark  Public  Library 10 

New  Haven  Public  Library 11 

New  Jersey  State  Library ; 

New  London,  Conn.,  Public  Library i 

New  South  Wales  Public  Library  i 

Newton,  Mass.,  Public  Library i 

New  York  City  Public  Library i  i 

New  York  Free  Circulative  Library i 

New  York,  General  Society  of  Mechanics,  etc 2 

New  York  Mercantile  Library 2 

New  York  Society  Library i 

New  York  State  Librarv 4  7 

New  York  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Library 2 

North  Easton,  Mass.,  Ames  llibrary i 

Oakland,  Calif.,  Free  Library i 

Oberlin  College  Library i 

Omaha  Public  Library 4 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  Public  Library 4 

Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Public  Library i 

Peoria  Public  Library 4 

Philadelphia  Free  Library 2 

Philadelphia  Library  Company 2 

Philadelphia,   Mercantile  Library 4 

Pittsfield,  Berkshire  Athenaeum  Library 4 

Plymouth,  Eng.,  Public  Library i 
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Portland,  Ore.,  Public  Library 

Portsmouth,  'Eng.,  Public  Library 

Providence  Public  Library I 

Providence  Athenaeum  Library 

Quincy,  111.,  Public  Library 

Rochester,   Reynolds  Library 

St.  Giles  Public  Library,  London,  Eng 

Salem  Public  Library i 

San  Francisco,  Mechanics'  Institute 

San  Francisco  Public  Library 

Scranton  Public  Library 

Seattle   Public  Library 

Somerville,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

Syracuse   Central   Library 

Taunton  Public  Library 

Toronto  Public  Library 

University  of  Michigan  Library 

Warren  County,  111.,  Public  Library 

Washington,  District  of  Columbia  Public  Library 

Washington,  Library  of  Conn*ess 2 

Waterbury,  Conn.,  Bronson  Library 

Wilkes-Barre  Osterhout  Library 

Wilmington,  Del.,  Institute  Library 

Windsor,  Ont.,  Public  Library 

Worcester  Co.  Law  Library 

Worcester  Public  Library 

Total 1,613 


Punph. 

4 
I 

3 


8 

9 
2 

8 

I 

4 
I 

I 

I 

2 

3 

I 

7 
3 
8 

I 
I 
I 

I 
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BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS 


OF  THE 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  OF  DETROIT,  1901 


MSMBBBS 

C  Henri  Leonard,  M.  D., 

John  S.  Gray,      -      -  - 

John  £.  Clark,  M.  D.,  - 
Maynaro  D.  Folun, 
Jambs  E.  Scrifps, 

Gborge  Osius,      .     -  - 

Edward  F.  Marschnkr,  - 


ADDmsM                    Tnii  Bxpnxs 

i8  John  R.  Street,      -      - 

Jan.  I,  1902 

37  E.  Woodbridgc  Street, 

1903 

i8  John  R.  Street,      -      - 

1904 

104  Jefferson  Avenue, 

1905 

598  Trumbull  Avenue,      - 

"        1906 

322  Field  Avenue, 

1907 

680  Meldrum  Avenue  (ex-oMcio). 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION,  1901 


C.  Henri  Leonard,  M.  D., 
John  S.  Gray,      -       -       - 
James  E.  Scripps,     - 
Henry  R.  Andrews  (ex-oihcio) 


President 

-    Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 

On  Administration — Messrs.  Gray,  Clark,  Osius. 

On  Books — Messrs.  Folun,  Scripps,  Osius. 

On  Finance— Messrs.  Clark,  Scsifps,  Marscrnrr. 


Librarian  and  Superintendent 
Henry  M.  Utley. 


DETROIT  LIBRARY  CX)MMISSIONERS 


EucTED  Members.    Pkesidbnts  in  small  caps 


tCAMPBELL,  James  V 1881-89 

Chesebrough,  Alfred 1881-85 

tKiefcr,  Hermann  1881-83 

Lewis,  Alexander 1881-S7 

tLothrop,  George  V.  N 1881-85 

*Wilkin9,  William  D 1881-82 

Barbour,  Levi  L 1882-89 

♦BuTZEL,  Magnus 1883-1900 

Bowen,  Herbert 1885-97 

tMarsh,  Joseph  A 1885-86 

HosMER,  George  S 1886-96 


WiLUs,  Richard  Stores.  .  .1888-99 

Harmon,  Henry  A 1889-^ 

Conely,  Edwin  F 1891-95 

Leonard,  C.  Henri 1896- 1901 

Gray,  John  S 1897-. . . 

Qark,  John  E 1898-.. 

Follin,  Maynard  D 1899- . . 

Scripps,  James  E 1900- . . 

Osius,  George 1900^.  • 

Bresler,  Eugene  A 1902- . . 


EX-OFFICIO  MEMBERS 


*Fimane,  Michael 1881 

Angell,  George  R 1881-82 

Warner,  Carlos  E 1882-83 

Walker,  Charles  1 1883-85 

Gartner,  George 1885-86 

Harmon,  Henry  A 1886-87 

Moore,  William  V 1887-89 

Voigt,  William,  Jr 1SB9-90 

Adair,  William. . .  .1890-91,  1892-93 


Hoyt,  Benjamin  R 1891-93 

Seeley,  James  W 1893-94 

Clark,  John  E 1894-96 

Pitkin,  Caleb  S 1896-97 

tCraig,  Thomas  G 1897 

McGregor,  William  H 1897-98 

Henderson,  Thomas 1898-99 

Smith,  Horace  G 1899-1900 

Marschner,  Edward  F. .   1900- . . .  - 


*Died  in  office. 
tResigned 


Report  of  the  President. 


To  the  Board  of  Education: 

• 

Gentlemen — Commencement  day  orators  usually  recommend 
the  new  graduate  to  hitch  his  wagon  to  a  star;  but  I  think  it  well, 
occasicmally,  to  change  the  direction  of  view,  and  lock  about  upon 
the  ground  upon  which  one  stands  and  daily  treads.  With  this 
idea  in  view,  I  shall  present,  as  my  report,  a  summary  or  diary  of 
the  actual  work  done  by  the  Detroit  Library  Conmiission  while 
I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Board  (1896-1901). 

In  compiling  this  brief  resume  I  have  given  the  name  of  the 
introducer  of  the  resolution,  though  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
occasionally,  though  not  usually,  the  introducer  of  the  resolution 
may  not  have  been  the  originator  of  the  measure.  Furthermore, 
that  the  President,  during  the  time  that  he  is  serving  as  such,  is 
not  in  a  position  to  introduce  resolutions.  With  this  explanation, 
I  herewith  append  the  following: 

1896— RiCHAso  Stokrs  Wnjjs^  President. 

February  6.  By  Mr.  Butzd. — ^Librarian  instructed  to  have  low  water 
alarms  attached  to  the  boilers. 

April  9.  By  Mr.  Bowen. — Librarian  instructed  to  look  after  the  bequest 
of  late  William  Adair  of  all  his  books  to  the  Public  Library. 

May  ai.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — Increasing  the  amount  of  insurance  on  the 
library  and  issuing  new  uniform  policies  for  three  years  at  a  reduced 
rate. 

June  4.  By  Mr.  Bowen. — ^Librarian  instructed  to  submit  draft  of  a  rule 
restricting  the  use  of  books  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Library 
to  medical  practitioners  and  medical  students. 

August  20.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — ^Librarian  instructed  to  prepare  and  print 
for  genera]  distribution  a  list  of  books  in  the  library  on  finance  and  the 
money  question. 

September  17.  By  Mr.  Hosmer. — Authorizing  purchase  of  duplicate  copies 
of  such  books  as  are  extensively  in  use  by  the  various  study  clubs. 

October  8.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — Continuing  the  policy  of  supplying  books  to 
the  High  School  Library,  with  scheme  for  perfecting  the  system  of  label- 
ing and  charging  the  use  of  such  books. 
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December  3.    By  Dr.  Leonard. — Appropriating  $100  for  purchase  of  bo<^cs 

for  the  blind 
December  3.    By  Mr.  Bowen. — Matter  of  making  selection  and  purchase 

of  books  for  the  blind  placed  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Leonard. 

December  3.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — Librarian  instructed  to  prepare  a  weekly 
list  of  new  books  for  publication  in  newspapers. 

December  3.  By  Mr.  Butzel. — Librarian  instructed  to  send  books  for  bind- 
ing to  such  firms  only  as  will  protect  the  library  in  case  of  fire. 

December  17.  By  Mr.  Hosmer. — Requesting  Park  and  Boulevard  Com- 
mission to  take  charge  of  grounds  about  library  building. 

December  17.  By  Dr.  Leonard.— 'For  entering  in  catalogue  of  Medical  De- 
partment books  on  cognate  sciences. 

1897— Richard  Stokrs  Wilus,  President. 

January  7.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — Appropriating  $100  for  purchase  of  addi- 
tional books  in  the  Polish  language. 

January  7.  By  Mr.  Bowen. — Librarian  instructed  to  enforce  a  regulation 
that  children  should  be  permitted  to  handle  books  only  with  clean  hands^ 

January  7.  By  Mr.  Bowen. — ^To  adopt  measures  to  improve  the  ventila- 
tion of  die  library. 

February  18.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — ^Asking  Health  Office  to  make  a  thorough 
examination  of  suspected  books  for  germs  of  communicable  diseases  and 
report  same  to  the  Board. 

February  18.  By  Mr.  Willis. — For  investigating  system  in  vogue  in  the 
Mercantile  Library  of  New  York  of  delivering  books  at  homes  of  patrons 
for  a  small  fee. 

March  4.  By  Mr.  Butzel. — Ordering  contract  for  a  book  hoist  to  be  oper- 
ated by  an  electric  motor. 

April  I.  By  Mr.  Butzel. — For  ascertaining  from  leading  libraries  throu^- 
out  the  country  the  salaries  paid  to  library  assistants  in  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  work. 

May  6.  By  Mr.  Butzel. — Instructing  the  Secretary  to  write  to  senators 
from  Michi^n  in  Congress  to  endeavor  to  secure  modification  of  the 
Din^ley  tariff  bill  in  its  provisions  with  reference  to  importation  of 
foreign  books  for  public  libraries. 

May  ao.  By  Mr.  Butzel. — To  employ  an  attorney  to  ascertain  the  cause  of 
the  marked  falling  off  in  receipts  from  fines,  etc.,  in  the  criminal  courts 
of  the  county. 

May  20.  By  Mr.  Bowen. — Giving  library  assistants  not  entitled  to  full 
vacation  under  the  rule  a  vacation  of  two  weeks. 

September  16.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — Appointing  a  special  committee  to  in- 
vestigate matter  of  uncollected  bail  bonds  and  suggest  methods  for  in- 
creasing revenues  of  the  library  from  that  source,  etc. 

October  7.  By  Mr.  Butzel.— To  protect  the  library  from  fire  by  putting 
wire  glass  in  windows  or  steel  shutters  over  windows  on  the  west  side 
of  the  building. 

November  18.  By  Mr.  Gray. — Establishing  a  branch  of  the  public  library 
at  the  Water  Works  Park.     (We  were  antedating  Mr.  Carnegie's  plao 
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of  brandi  libraries  by  several  years,  as  this  was  the  second  of  our 
branches,  the  first  being  at  the  Central  High  School,  beside  onr  numer* 
OQs  branches,  some  sixty-two  In  number,  at  each  grammar  school.) 

189B— RicHABD  SioiRs  WiLUs,  President 

January  6.  By  Dr.  Leonard — Notice  of  amendment  to  rules  to  provide 
that  member  whose  term  soonest  expires  shall  be  nominated  for  presi- 
dent of  the  Board. 

January  20.  By  Mr.  Butzel. — ^Appointing  Dr.  Leonard  and  the  Librarian 
a  special  Committee  on  revision  of  rules. 

March  17.  By  Mr.  Harmon. — In  favor  of  scheme  proposed  by  the  Univer- 
sity of  California  for  inter-library  loans. 

March  17.  By  Mr.  Gray. — ^That  the  Library  become  a  subscribing  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Archasological  Society. 

March  17.  By  Dr.  Leonard.— <!)ompletely  revised  rules  which  were  unani* 
mously  adopted. 

April  21.  By  Mr.  Harmon. — ^That  the  Library  continue  at  its  own  expense 
the  subscnption  to  medical  periodicals  formerly  supplied  by  the  Detroit 
Medical  and  Library  Association. 

April  21.  By  Mr.  Butzel. — ^For  a  -thorough  reorganization  of  the  janitor 
service  in  the  Library. 

July  21.  By  Mr.  Butzel. — ^To  add  new  books  to  the  German  Department 
of  the  Library. 

July  21.  By  Mr.  Gray. — To  decorate  the  Library  with  bunting  and  flowers 
on  the  occasion  of  the  Convention  of  American  Municipalities  and  an 
informal  reception  of  visitors  by  the  Commissioners  at  the  Library. 

November  17.  By  Dr.  Oark. — For  the  adoption  of  measures  to  keep  the 
books  in  better  condition  as  to  cleanliness. 

December  8.  By  Mr.  Butzel. — For  the  issuing  of  a  descriptive  circular  in 
an  effort  to  dispose  of  certain  valuable  books  which  are  not  necessary 
for  the  Library  as  duplicates. 

December  23.  By  Dr.  Leonard.— ^Appointed  to  represent  the  Library  Board 
on  committee  of  arrangements  for  a  banquet  of  the  members  of  all  the 
various  commissions  of  the  city;  also  the  Mayor's  "cabinet.' 
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1899— Richard  Storks  Wilus,  President. 

January  19.  By  Mr.  Butzel. — For  inventory  of  books  in  the  Library  and 
for  paying  assistants  for  overtime  given  to  that  work. 

February  2.  By  Mr.  Follin. — Restricting  the  time  for  keeping  popular 
new  fiction  to  seven  days. 

April  6.  By  Mr.  Butzel. — To  employ  an  architect  to  prepare  specifications 
for  improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  public  toilet  room. 

May  4.  By  Mr.  Follin. — For  system  of  special  delivery  of  books  at  home 
or  office  of  patrons  on  payment  of  a  fee  of  ten  cents.  (This  antedates 
the  system  proposed  by  the  Detroit  Journal.) 

May  18.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — Librarian  instructed  to  rail  off  space  at  the 
north  end  of  general  reading  room,  and  fit  up  same  with  rugs,  rockers, 
hassocks,  etc.,  for  the  exclusive  use  of  ladies. 
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May  18.  By  Mr.  Gray. — For  painting  the  exterior  and  Leonard  for  re- 
decorating the  interior  of  the  Library  Building. 

June  I.  By  Dr.  Clark. — ^Approving  a  design  for  a  new  book  plate.  (Orig- 
inally proposed  by  Mr.  Follin.) 

June  I.  By  Mr.  Follin. — ^Proposinff  a  committee  to  revise  the  system  of 
organization  of  the  Library  staff,  with  a  new  plan  of  classifying  and 
promoting  assistants. 

June  I.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — For  increasing  the  amount  of  Library  insurance 
to  total  of  $100,000. 

June  26.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — Form  of  agreement  with  Water  Board  in  rda- 
tion  to  the  proposed  branch  library  at  the  Water  Works  Park,  the  ex- 
pense of  said  branch  not  to  exceed  $1,000  for  the  next  ensuing  year. 

August  3.  By  Mr.  Follin. — For  a  reception  to  various  city  officials  and 
boards  on  the  occasicm  of  reopening  the  Library  when  the  interior  decor- 
ations are  completed. 

September  21.  By  Dr.  Gark.— That  200  books  to  be  sdected  from  our 
duplicates  be  donated  our  soldiers  in  the  Philippines. 

October  19.  By  Dr.  Oark.-^For  obtaining  from  the  Board  of  Education 
authority  to  occupy  a  room  in  each  of  the  high  schools  for  a  branch 
library. 

November  2.  By  Mr.  Gray. — For  investigation  of  cost  and  feasibility  of 
printing  catalogue  of  medical  books. 

November  2.  By  Dr.  Clark. — ^In  favor  of  giving  unused  duplicates  to  the 
County  Jail,  County  Poor  House,  Franklin  street  and  Russell  street  set- 
tlements, etc. 

November  16.  By  Mr.  Gray. — ^Authorizing  Librarian  to  print  a  list  of 
bo(to  in  the  Library  on  Christian  Missions,  to  be  distributed  to  members 
of  the  various  church  missionary  organizations. 

November  16.  By  Mr.  Follin. — For  traveling  libraries  to  be  sent  to  the 
several  fire  engine  houses. 

December  7.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — Instructing  the  Librarian  to  prepare  a 
statement  giving  facts  and  data  about  the  establishment,  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  the  Library,  the  same  to  be  embodied  in  a  pamphlet  with 
the  rules  when  printed. 

December  7.  By  Mr.  Willis. — ^Important  facts  bearing  on  the  early  history 
of  the  Library. 

December  7.  By  Mr.  Gray. — Recommending  enlargement  of  the  children's 
room  by  removal  of  the  air  chambers  therefrom. 

1900— Magnus  Butzel,  President ;  after  his  death,  Dr.  C.  Hbnxi  Leonabd, 
the  Vice-President,  and  later  John  S.  Gray  was  elected 

to  the  President's  chair. 

January  4.  By  Mr.  Follin. — ^For  arc  lights  to  better  light  the  interior  and 
the  front  porch  of  the  Library. 

January  17.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — Suitable  resolutions  upon  the  death  of  late 
Magnus  Butzel. 

January  20.  By  Mr.  Follin. — For  the  selection  of  $500  worth  of  reference 
books  and  1,000  volumes  of  standard  literature  for  the  branch  soon  to  be 
opened  in  the  Central  High  School. 
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January  jo.  By  Dr.  Gark. — ^For  printing  a  folder  catalogue  for  free  dii- 
tribntion  of  books  in  the  Library  on  chemistry,  pharmacy,  mineral- 
ogy, etc 

February  i.  By  Mr.  Gray. — For  fitting  up  a  branch  library  in  the  Harris 
School,  used  temporarily  for  high  school  purposes. 

March  15.  By  Dr.  Qark. — ^For  a  supplementary  estimate  of  $10,000  to 
build  an  additional  story  on  the  rear  extension  of  the  Library  Building, 
and  to  employ  an  architect  to  prepare  plans  for  the  same. 

April  5.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — ^For  a  committee  to  select  a  badge  for  the 
Library  Commissioners. 

April  5.  By  Mr.  Gray. — For  fitting  up  a  room  in  the  Western  High  School 
for  a  library  branch. 

April  19.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — ^To  obtain  bids  for  the  proposed  enlargement 
of  the  Library  Building. 

April  19.  By  Mr.  Scripps. — Instructing  the  Librarian  to  procure  so  far 
as  practicable  all  works  not  already  in  the  Library  relating  to  Michigan 
or  printed  and  published  in  this  State,  and  to  prepare  a  list  of  the  same. 

May  17.  By  Dr.  Clark. — Giving  leave  of  absence  without  loss  of  pay  to 
members  of  the  Library  staff  who  attend  meetings  of  the  American 
Library  Association. 

May  17.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — Suitable  resolutions  upon  the  death  of  the 
late  Mr.  WUlis. 

July  3.  By  Dr.  Qark. — ^That  all  bids  for  enlargement  of  the  Library 
Building  be  rejected,  since  they  are  far  in  excess  of  the  sum  appro- 
priated. 

July  3.  By  Dr.  Clark. — For  employing  architects  to  submit  plans  for  im- 
proving the  ventilation  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Library. 

July  19.  By  Dr.  Oark. — Transferring  the  $10,000  (less  $500  paid  to  archi- 
tects) appropriated  for  enlarging  the  building  to  Library  Building  Fund. 
(This  was  the  first  official  act  of  the  Board  looking  toward  a  new 
library  building.) 

July  19.  By  Mr.  Scripps. — Adding  Labor  Day,  Washington's  Birthday  and 
Decoration  Day  to  the  list  of  holidays  hitherto  observed. 

October  18.  By  Mr.  Scripps. — For  placing  engravings  on  the  walls  of  the 
western  branch  library  and  for  suitable  tablets  on  the  frames  of  the  por- 
traits in  the  general  reading  room  of  the  Library. 

November  15.  By  Mr.  Scripps. — Protesting  to  the  Common  Council 
against  the  adoption  of  standard  time. 

December  6.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — For  the  improvement  of  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  Library  by  the  addition  of  some  recent  books. 

December  20,  By  Mr.  Scripps. — ^To  separate  the  cases  containing  the 
medical  books  from  the  rest  of  the  room  by  a  screen  or  railing. 

December  20.  By  Mr.  Osius. — Recommending  a  design  for  a  membership 
badge. 

December  ao.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — Thanks  to  the  Misses  Ferry  and  Smith 
for  window  boxes  and  plants  and  flowers  for  the  children's  room. 
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1901— Dm.  C.  Hufu  LiONARD,  President 

January  3.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — Recommending  appropriation  of  $500  for 
ibuying  new  medical  books  and  $75  to  increase  the  list  of  medical  peri- 
odicals. 

January  3.  By  Dr.  Qark. — ^That  special  appropriation  be  asked  of  %l,Ooo 
to  buy  books  for  the  libraries  of  the  three  high  schools. 

January  3.  By  Mr.  Scripps.  For  a  special  meeting  to  consider  the  ttatter 
of  enlarging  the  present  Library  Building  or  erection  of  a  new  one  on  a 
new  site,  and  for  the  necessary  legislation  connected  therewith. 

January  10.  By  Dr.  Gark. — ^For  consultation  with  Mayor,  City  Controller, 
OMTporation  Counsel  and  President  of  M.  &  M.  Exchange  to  obtaiA 
their  views  on  the  question  of  undertaking  at  the  present  time  to  secMre 
the  necessary  legislation  for  the  erection  of  a  new  library  building  on  a 
new  site. 

January  14.  By  Dr.  Garlc — For  the  effort  to  secure  legislatiTe  authority 
for  the  city  to  bond  itself  to  build  a  new  library  building. 

January  17.  By  Mr.  Scripps. — For  a  careful  investigation  of  the  legal 
status  of  the  Board  with  a  view  to  securing  the  necessary  legislation  to 
enable  it  to  hold  real  estate  and  to  undertake  the  erection  of  a  building. 

January  17.  By  Mr.  Gray. — To  secure  the  endorsement  by  the  Board  of 
Education  of  the  project  to  bond  the  city  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
library  building. 

February  7.  By  Mr.  F<^lin. — ^For  submitting  an  estimate  of  $10,000  to 
establish  a  law  library. 

February  7.    By  Mr.  Gray. — Approving  the  legislative  bill  prepared  by  the 
Corporation  Counsel  and  soliciting  die  support  of  the  Common  Council 
.  for  the  measure. 

February  21.  By  Mr.  Follin. — ^For  an  increase  of  the  estimates  by  tfie 
addition  of  $10,000  with  which  to  buy  books  for  the  main  library. 

March  7.  By  Mr.  Scripps.— For  investigation  of  the  feasibility  of  erecting 
a  building  on  the  ground  in  the  rear  of  the  present  building  for  the  use 
of  the  Children's  Department. 

April  4.  By  Mr.  Scripps. — ^For  the  purchase  from  week  to  week  of  popular 
books  to  the  extent  of  at  least  one-fourth  of  the  filed  applications  for  the 
same. 

April  14.  By  Mr.  Follin. — For  opening  to  the  public  two  alcoves  of 
selected  fiction,  to  enable  readers  to  choose  books  by  examination  of 
them. 

May  2.  By  Mr.  Gray. — For  improvement  of  the  grounds  around  the 
Library. 

May  16.  By  Mr.  Gray. — ^Requesting  the  Board  of  Education  to  convey  to 
the  Library  Commission  the  title  to  the  personal  property  now  under 
the  control  of  the  latter. 

May  31.  By  Mr.  Gray. — To  negotiate  for  a  suitable  building  in  the  vicinity 
of  Gratiot  avenue  and  Chene  street,  with  a  view  to  removing  the  eastern 
branch  library  to  that  locality. 

June  27.  By  Mr.  Osius. — ^Authorizing  the  printing  in  folder  form  for  fret 
distribution  to  study  clubs  and  others  of  a  catalogue  of  books,  etc,  in  the 
Library  on  the  subject  of  Holland,  Belgium,  etc. 
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June  ^,  By  Mr.  Osius. — ^For  establishing  a  branch  library  in  Belle  Isle 
Park  for  the  use  of  summer  visitors. 

July  9.  By  Mr.  Scripps. — ^Accepting  the  offer  of  Andrew  Carnegie  of 
$750,000  for  the  erection  of  library  buildings  and  asking  the  Common 
Council  to  at  once  take  steps  to  submit  to  the  electors  of  the  city  the 
question  of  issuing  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $500,000  for  the  purpose  of 
complying  with  the  conditions  imposed  by  Mr.  Carnegie,  and  to  convene 
the  Board  of  Estimates  at  an  early  day  to  pass  upon  the  issue  of  such 
bonds. 

July  18.  By  Dr.  Leonard. — For  a  conmiittee  to  investigate  the  question  of 
free  delivery  of  bo<^s  at  the  homes  of  patrons  of  the  Library. 

October  10.  By  Mr.  Gray. — For  inquiry  into  the  legality  and  feasibility 
of  buying  a  site  for  a  branch  library  out  Gratiot  avenue  with  the  money 
now  in  the  Building  Fund,  with  a  view  to  getting  part  of  the  Carnegie 
donation  for  the  erection  of  a  building  thereon. 

October  24.  By  Mr.  Scripps. — New  rules  with  reference  to  employment 
of  Library  assistants,  providing  for  regular  examinations,  for  training 
of  apprentices  and  modifying  salary  schedtdes  in  the  early  period  of 
library  employment. 

November  7.  By  Mr.  Osius. — New  rule  grading  extent  of  annual  vaca- 
tions according  to  length  of  library  employment,  up  to  the  maximum  of 
four  weeks. 

November  21.  By  Mr.  Gray. — For  communicating  to  Mr.  Carnegie  the 
ability  of  the  Board  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  erection  of  a  branch 
library,  if  he  is  willing  to  furnish  the  funds  for  the  same.  (The  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  of  the  Board  were  appointed  to  do  this.) 

December  24.  By  Mr.  Gray. — ^Assenting  to  Mr.  Carnegie's  requirement 
that  the  Common  Council  pass  a  resolution  siibmitting  to  the  electors 
at  the  next  general  election  the  question  of  issuing  the  bonds  of  the  city 
for  the  purchase  of  library  sites,  and  taking  the  necessary  steps  to  have 
the  matter  properly  presented  before  the  Common  Council.  The  offer 
of  Mr.  Carnegie  is  that  when  this  has  been  done  he  will  at  once  furnish 
money  to  build  one  or  more  branch  libraries. 

The  History  of  Our  New  Library  IMovement. 

It  might  also  prove  of  interest  to  give,  somewhat  more  in 
detail,  the  history  of  the  movement  that  led  up  to  the  securing  of 
the  necessary  legislation  and  funds  for  acquiring  the  sites  and  the 
building  of  our  new  libraries.  The  first  official  reference  to  the 
matter  in  the  Board  looking  towards  this  was  on  July  19th,  1900, 
when  the  appropriation  of  $10,000.00  (which  had  been  given  us 
by  the  Board  of  Estimates  for  the  enlargement  of  our  present 
central  Library)  was  placed  in  a  permanent  building  ftmd.  This 
resolution  was  introduced  by  Commissioner  Clark,  though  a  new 
building  had  been  talked  of  in  a  desultory  way  at  several  of  our 
meetings  by  many  of  the  Commissioners. 
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The  next  recognition  of  the  matter  was  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  held  on  the  evening  of  December  29th,  1900,  when  a  long 
discussion,  occupying  nearly  two  hours,  was  held  concerning  it. 
At  this  meeting  Commissioner  Clark  suggested  the  old  Bagley 
homestead  as  a  desirable  site  for  our  new  building.  This  was 
assented  to  by  most  of  the  Commissi(»iers  present,  though  one  or 
two  still  thought  that  an  enlargement  of  our  present  building  was 
the  better  solution  of  the  problem.  ^However,  no  <rfiicial  action 
was  then  taken.  It  was  after  this  meeting  that  the  newspapers 
took  up  the  matter  editorially,  and  quite  lengthy  articles  were 
published,  advocating  a  new  and  commodious  building. 

On  my  election  to  the  Presidency  of  the  Conmiission  (January 
3rd,  1901),  in  my  remarks  on  taking  the  chair,  I  prophesied  that 
in  the  coming  year  a  great  deal  of  work  would  be  acconqdished 
along  the  line  of  enlarging  and  bettering  the  conditions  at  the 
central  library  building,  and  I  also  announced  myself  as  strongly 
in  favor  of  purchasing  a  large  central  site,  and  erecting  thereon 
a  large  and  commodious  building,  and  pledged  myself  to  use  my 
very  best  endeavors  to  obtain  this  desirable  end. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Commissioner  Scripps  for  a  special 
meeting  to  be  called  for  the  purpose  of  considering  this  somewhat 
advanced  proposition,  although  he  announced  himself  as  still  in 
favor  of  improving  the  present  building,  rather  than  building  a 
new  one.  This  resolution  was  carried,  and  the  meeting  was  ad- 
journed until  Thursday  evening,  January  loth. 

The  Free  Press,  under  date  of  January  5th,  had  another  en- 
couraging editorial  upon  the  matter,  urging  us  forward  in  our 
new  building  project. 

Under  date  of  January  8th,  1901,  the  special  meeting  was 
called,  in  accordance  with  the  Scriiq>s  resolution,  by  the  f oUoiw- 
ing  notice : 

'There  will  be  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Library  Board  on 
Thursday,  loth  inst.,  at  7  o'clock  p.  m.,  to  consider  the  question 
of  enlarging  the  present  library  building,  or  securing  necessary 
legislation  for  the  erection  of  a  library  building  on  a  new  site." 

As  a  result  of  the  discussion  of  the  question  at  this  meeting, 
Commissioner  Clark  introduced  a  resolution  asking  for  a  jokit 
meeting  with  the  Mayor  (Mr.  Maybury),  the  City  Controller 
(Mr.  Blades),  the  Corporation  Counsel  (Mr.  Tarsney)  and  the 
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President  of  the  M.  and  M.  Exchange  (Mr.  Dekunater),  in  order 
to  ascertain  their  views  upon  securing  the  necessary  legislatioa 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  library  building  on  a  new  site.  This 
was  carried,  and  the  late  Aid.  Coots,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Common  Council,  was  also  asked  to 
attend  this  conference.  It  was  called  for  Monday,  at  one  o'clock 
p.  m.,  January  14th,  1901,  at  the  Russell  House,  when  the  Com- 
missioners and  the  above  mentioned  gentlemen  met,  and  discussed 
at  length  the  pressing  needs  of  our  library.  As  a  result  of  this 
conference,  the  Commissioners  became  unified  upon  the  matter, 
and  $750,000.00  was  the  sum  practically  agreed  upon,  at  this 
meeting,  as  the  least  amount  that  would  be  necessary  to  ask  for, 
in  order  to  purchase  the  site  and  construct  the  building.  The  30 
year  bond  system  plan  for  raising  the  money  was  the  one  pro- 
posed by  the  Controller  at  this  meeting,  and  this  seemed  to  meet 
with  the  approval  of  all  those  present. 

The  question  of  the  power  of  the  Library  Board,  as  then  or- 
ganized, to  purchase  and  hold  real  estate  came  up  for  discussion 
at  our  next  Board  meeting  (held  January  17th),  and  this  was 
referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  the  President  and  Commis- 
sioners Gray  and  Clark,  they  to  consult  further  with  the  Coipora- 
tion  Counsel  (Mr.  Tarsney)  upon  this  matter,  and  then  report 
back  to  the  Board. 

The  committee,  as  above  appointed,  after  conference  with  Mr. 
Tarsney,  learned  that  the  Library  Board  <was  not  a  body  cor- 
porate, and  hence  could  not  buy  or  hold  real  estate  or  build ;  so 
the  committee  asked  Mr.  Tarsney  to  draft  a  new  bill  for  them, 
said  bill  to  confer  upon  the  Library  Commissioners  the  power 
necessary  to  purchase  and  hold  real  estate,  to  contract  for  and 
build  suitable  buildings,  and  to  care  for  the  same. 

Under  date  of  January  21st,  a  call  for  a  special  meeting  was 
ordered  by  the  President,  for  Thursday  evening,  the  24th,  it  being 
imderstood  that  Mr.  Tarsney  would  have  ready  for  ccmsideration, 
at  that  time,  his  draft  of  the  proposed  bill  giving  to  the  Board  of 
Library  Commissioners  the  powers  desired. 

At  this  meeting  a  draft  of  the  bill  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Tarsney.  This  was  read,  discussed  and  amended  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Commission  and  by  Mr.  Tarsney,  and  a  revision  of 
the  same  was  asked  to  be  prepared  for  us. 
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On  January  24th,  the  President  of  the  Commission,  with  Com- 
missioners Gray  and  Clark  and  Librarian  Utley,  appeared  before 
the  Board  of  Education,  presenting  the  pressing  needs  of  the 
Library,  and  asking  the  School  Board  to  co-operate  with  us  in 
our  efforts  before  the  Legislature.  They  assented  to  this  by  a 
resolution,  introduced  by  Inspector  Marr,  to  the  effect  that  "the 
Board  of  Education  would  concur  with  the  Library  Commission 
in  any  action  it  might  see  fit  to  make,  looking  to  the  securing  of  a 
new  library  building  for  the  City  of  Detroit." 

The  revised  bill,  as  prepared  by  Mr.  Tarsney,  was  submitted 
to  our  Board  at  our  meeting  of  February  7th,  1901 ;  after  a  full 
discussion  of  its  merits,  Commissioner  Gray  introduced  the  reso- 
lution approving  of  the  bill,  and  also  soliciting  the  support  of  the 
Common  Council  for  our  measure. 

On  February  8th,  there  appeared  in  the  Detroit  Journal  the 
first  public  announcement  of  a  possibility  that  Andrew  Carnegie 
might  become  sufficiently  interested  in  Detroit  to  furnish  the 
funds  to  build  us  a  library  building.  Previous  to  this  time,  I  had 
had  the  matter  in  mind,  and  had  consulted  with  several  parties 
concerning  it ;  but  nothing  definite  had  been  done.  As  a  result 
of  an  interview  with  me,  the  Journal  printed  the  following  as 
coming  from  me: 

"If  Mr.  Carnegie  wants  to  perpetuate  his  memory  here  by 
giving  a  library  to  Detroit,  I  do  not  know  of  any  one  who  would 
be  more  willing  to  accept  it  than  I  would.  It  would  certainly  be 
a  fine  thing  for  us;  we'd  get  a  beautiful  building,  and  all  we 
would  have  to  do  would  be  to  keep  it  up," 

This  interview  came  as  the  result  of  a  telegram  from  the 
Journal's  correspondent  (Carmichael)  from  Washington,  D.  C, 
in  which  this  was  stated : 

"A  Washington  gentleman,  who  recently  had  a  conversation 
with  Andrew  Carnegie  about  library  affairs,  told  the  Journal  cor- 
respondent that  he  felt  certain  that  Mr.  Carnegie  would  be  glad 
to  give  a  library  building  to  Detroit,  if  the  city  cared  to  assume 
the  necessary  obligations." 

Following  this,  I  consulted  with  various  parties  to  ascertain 
their  views  in  regard  to  the  acceptance  of  such  a  gift  from  Mr. 
Carnegie.  I  found  every  one  with  whom  I  conversed  favorable 
to  the  measure,  if  it  could  be  brought  about.    I  then  began  to 
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formulate  plans  for  carrying  out  the  matter,  as  quietly  as  possi- 
ble»  so  as  not  jeopardize  it  by  too  much  publicity,  and  at  the  same 
time  carry  our  bill  through  the  Legislature,  as  first  planned,  so 
that  we  would  have  scMnething  tangible  to  fall  back  upon,  should 
the  Carnegie  project  prove  a  failure. 

On  February  12th,  I,  with  Commissioners  Qark  and  Gray, 
appeared  before  the  Common  Council,  where  the  special  privil^e 
of  the  floor  was  granted  to  us,  to  explain  and  to  urge  upon  the 
Council  the  necessity  of  a  new  library  building.  The  members 
listened  to  our  arguments,  but  took  no  definite  action. 

On  February  i8th,  our  amended  Library  bill  was  introduced 
by  Representative  Hurst  to  the  State  Legislature. 

This  bill,  besides  incorporating  us  as  a  proper  legal  body  for 
holding  and  caring  for  real  estate  or  personal  property,  gave  us 
the  additional  power  to  purchase  or  condenm  property  for  sites 
and  to  erect  and  maintain  suitable  library  buildings  thereupon. 
Besides,  it  empowered  us  to  submit  to  the  pe(q>le,  at  the  next 
general  election,  the  question  of  bonding  the  city  for  one  million 
of  dollars  to  be  used  for  library  purposes.  This  bill  specially 
provided  that  the  bonds  were  not  to  be  used  unless  this  authority 
had  been  derived  from  the  people. 

Commissioner  Scripps  and  Librarian  Utley  went  to  Lansing 
in  the  interests  of  the  bill.  It  was  then  before  the  House.  Rep- 
resentative Hurst  soon  had  the  matter  well  in  hand  for  the  Sen- 
ate, where  it  was  placed  in  charge  of  Senator  Murfin.  Senators 
Holmes,  Earle,  Colby,  Col.  Dupont  and  others  also  assisted  in 
its  passage  through  this  body. 

About  the  ist  of  March,  President  Sperry,  of  Olivet  College, 
was  in  Detroit,  on  his  way  to  New  York,  to  see  Mr.  Carnegie 
concerning  certain  matters.  President  Sperry  being  an  intimate 
friend  of  Mr.  George  W.  Radford,  with  whom  I  had  frequently 
talked  upon  library  matters  and  on  several  occasions  concerning 
the  building  of  a  new  library  for  Detroit,  and  the  latter  requested 
him,  when  he  had  finished  his  interview  with  Mr.  Carnegie  con- 
cerning his  own  affairs,  to  see  how  he  felt  upon  the  proposition  of 
building  a  library  for  us.  President  Sperry,  on  his  return,  re- 
ported to  Mr.  Radford  that  Mr.  Camegple  would  be  pleased  to  see 
him  upon  this  subject.  This  interview  was  reported  by  Mr.  Rad- 
ford to  Commissioner  Gray  and  myself,  and  we  met  Mr.  Rad- 
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ford  with  Commissioner  Clark.  The  matter  was  canvassed  care- 
fully by  us;  but  there  was  so  much  doubt  as  to  its  successful 
issue  that  the  three  of  us  agreed  to  pay  Mr.  Radford's  expenses 
to  New  York,  if  necessary,  in  order  to  secure  a  personal  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Carnegie  upon  this  matter;  and,  on  March  12th, 
Mr.  Radford  left  here  for  New  York  City.  On  the  following 
jday  he  saw  Mr.  Carnegie,  just  as  he  was  about  to  leave  for 
Europe,  but  received  his  assurance  that  if  the  Library  Commis* 
sion  could  be  invested  with  powers,  such  as  would  conform  to 
his  general  plan  for  gifts  in  this  class  of  cases,  he  would  un- 
doubtedly be  willing  to  assist  us  in  our  buildings.  His  plan  was 
not  to  limit  the  donation  to  one  single  large  central  building, 
but  to  have,  in  addition,  several  branches.  He  estimated  one 
branch  building  to  about  75,000  people. 

This  was  practically  in  line  with  the  advanced  position  that 
our  Library  Commission  had  previously  adopted.  We  had  al- 
ready established  four  branch  Ubraries  (one  at  each  High  School 
and  at  the  Water  Works),  besides  traveling  libraries  at  each  one 
of  the  sixty-five  grade  schools ;  so  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Car- 
negie did  not  in  any  way  change  the  system  already  in  vogue  in 
Detroit. 

On  Mr.  Radford's  return  from  New  York  a  meeting  of  the 
Commissioners  was  called  to  hear  his  report,  as  I  then  felt  as- 
sured that  the  gift  was  so  secure,  provided  some  minor  changes 
could  be  made  in  our  bill  already  before  the  Legislature,  that  a 
more  public  discussion  of  it  would  do  no  harm.  The  changes 
in  the  bill  before  the  Legislature  were  intrusted  to  Mr.  Radford 
to  make,  and  this  was  done  by  him  at  Lansing.  These  modifica- 
tions being  made,  we  then  had  the  bill  ready  for  the  Senate, 
where  it  was  taken  in  charge  by  Senator  Murfin. 

One  of  the  conditions  imposed  by  Mr.  Carnegie  was  that  we 
should  have  our  oiBcial  standing  completed,  by  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  so  as  to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  his  secretary  (Mr. 
Bertram),  who  was  to  sail  for  Europe  on  the  ist  of  April,  so 
that  he  (his  secretary)  could  place  the  whole  matter  before  him 
in  Scotland.  This  explains  our  "hurry"  at  Lansing  in  trying  to 
get  our  bill  through  both  Houses;  it  was  not,  as  has  been  re- 
ported, because  we  were  trying  to  keep  something  from  the  pub- 
lic that  the  public  should  know. 
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On  March  26th,  Commissioners  Clark,  Follin  and  myself  ap- 
peared before  the  Senate  to  urge  the  passage  of  our  bill,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  and  to  explain  to  the  various  Senators  the 
reason  for  this  urgency ;  also  to  make  one  or  two  minor  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  that  had  escaped  our  attention  while  it  was  in 
the  House. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  our  city  press  obtained  knowledge 
that  we  were  likely  to  secure  a  large  gift  from  Mr.  Carnegie, 
provided  we  could  fulfill  the  conditions  imposed  upon  us;  and 
had  I  not  perscmally  secured  promises  from  the  heads  of  the 
papers  to  keep  the  matter  quiet,  we  might  have  been  foiled  in  the 
ultimate  securing  of  this  gift.  The  newspaper  people  saw  at 
once  the  delicate  position  we  were  in,  and  readily  gave  me  this 
support  in  this  particular,  and  these  promises  were  honorably 
lived  up  to  by  each  one  of  them ;  and  for  this  they  well  deserve 
the  thanks  of  the  people,  as  well  as  for  the  many  other  ways  in 
which  they  have  aided  us  in  securing  this  magnificent  gift. 

On  March  27th,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a  telegram 
from  Representative  Hurst,  which  read  as  follows: 

"Lansing,  March  27th,  1901. 
Dr.  C.  Henri  Leonard,  Detroit. 

Library  bill  passed;  given  immediate  effect. 

Wm.  a.  Hurst." 

This  was  after  it  had  passed  the  Senate  and  had  gone  back  to 
the  House  to  confirm  the  minor  amendments  made  in  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  immediately  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Governor, 
and  through  telegrams  and  telephone  from  prominent  people  here 
in  Detroit,  as  well  as  from  the  members  of  the  Library  Commis- 
8i<ni,  the  Governor  was  asked  to  append  his  signature  to  the  bill 
immediately,  as  we  then  had  but  three  days  left  in  which  to  get 
a  certified  copy  of  it  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Bertram,  in  New 
York  City.  In  order  to  save  as  much  time  as  possible,  Mr.  Rad- 
ford had  already  left  Detroit  for  New  York  before  the  bill  was 
signed.  On  March  30th  a  certified  copy  was  forwarded  to  him, 
and  also  to  the  Library  Commission  here  in  Detroit.  Mr.  Rad- 
ford also  bore  letters  to  Mr.  Camepe,  which  are  here  reproduced. 
These  letters  were  left  with  Mr.  Bertram  to  carry  to  Mr.  Carne- 
gie in  Scotland,  and  gave  certain  information  that  Mr.  Carnegie 
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desired  in  order  to  have  the  matter  more  fully  before  him  in  a 
condensed  and  accurate  form. 

Detroit,  March  28th,  1901. 
Andrew  Carnegie,  Esq., 

No.  5  W.  sist  St,  New  York  City. 

Dear  Sir — The  accompanying  letter  of  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Radford  meets 
with  the  hearty  approval  of  "The  Detroit  Library  Commission,"  which  is 
legallv  authorized  to  act  as  designated  therein. 

This  Commission  also  unites  in  the  request  made  to  you  for  donation 
for  library  buildings,  ^Ppn  terms  and  conditions  named:  and  begs  to 
assure  you  that  if  the  City  of  Detroit  is  blessed  with  such  a  gift,  your 
generosity  will  meet  with  the  utmost  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
mission in  furnishing  sites,  constructing  buildings  and  maintaining  the 
libraries. 

THE  DETROIT  LIBRARY  COMMISSION. 


« 
« 


(Signed)    C.  Henri  Leonard,  President. 
John  S.  Gray,  Vice-President. 
Jambs  £.  Scripps,  Secretary. 
Maynaro  D.  Follin,  Chairman  Book  Coa. 
John  E.  Clark,  Chairman  Finance  Com. 

(Mr.  Osius  was  absent  from  the  United  States  at  this  time.) 

March  28th,  1901. 
Andrew  Carnegie,  Esq., 

No.  5  W.  Sist  St.,  New  York  City. 

My  Dear  Sir — It  is  my  pleasant  privilege,  as  a  citizen  of  Detroit,  and 
representing  the  "Detroit  Library  Commission/'  to  ask  you  to  add  the 
metropolis  of  Michigan  to  the  list  of  cities  already  favored  with  jrour 
generous  gifts  for  library  buildings. 

Detroit  is  in  pressing  need  of  a  new  central  library  building,  and  of  at 
least  five  branch  buildings.  The  system  of  branch  libraries  has  been  for 
some  time  in  use  here,  in  connection  with  the  public  school  buildings,  but 
the  demands  made  thereon  have  rapidly  g^own  beyond  the  ability  of  the 
Commission  to  meet  them,  with  present  facilities. 

At  least  $1,000,000.00  is  now  needed  for  buildings,  and  $1,500,000.00  is 
not  too  much,  when  the  rapid  growth  of  Detroit  is  considered. 

By  a  recent  Act  of  our  State  Legislature,  "The  Detroit  Library  Com- 
mission" has  been  created  a  body  corporate,  with  full  power  to  take  and 
hold  by  purchase,  condemnation,  gift,  devise  or  otherwise,  all  such  prop- 
erty  as  may  be  necessary  for  library  purposes,  to  contract  for  and  supervise 
the  construction  of  library  buildings,  and  also  to  contract  for  maintenance 
thereof. 

The  Act  also  provides  for  a  special  yearly  city  library  tax.  The  tax. 
together  with  certain  fines  of  the  criminal  courts,  will  furnish  by  the  time 
the  buildings  can  be  erected,  sufficient  revenue  to  adequately  maintain  the 
entire  system  of  libraries.  But  in  addition  to  this  the  Act  authorizes  the 
issuance  of  city  bonds,  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  furnish  sites  for  buildings, 
books  and  maintenance. 
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The  Detroit  Library  Commission,  you  will  therefore  see,  is  fully 
authorized  by  law  to  meet  all  the  conditions  you  imposed  in  connection 
with  your  magnificent  gift  to  Greater  New  York,  i.  e.,  the  Commission 
can  furnish  the  necessary  sites,  and  can  agree  in  satisfactory  form  to  pro- 
vide for  maintenance  of  the  buildings  as  built. 

The  question  herewith  submitted  to  you  is,  will  you  extend  aid  bj 
generously  furnishing  the  funds  for  the  buildings? 

It  will  be  my  pleasure  to  furnish  you  with  such  detailed  information 
as  you  may  desire. 

This  letter  is  accompanied  by  the  written  certificate  of  approval  of  the 
Commission,  which  is  composed  of  representative  professional  and  busi- 
ness men. 

Your  reply  may  be  made  to  me,  or  to  the  Commission  direct,  as  you 
may  choose.  Trusting  that  such  reply  will  be  favorable,  and  that  again 
you  will  aid  in  extending  to  the  masses  the  blessing  of  good  books,  I  am. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)    George  W.  Radford. 

On  Mr.  Radford's  return  and  report  to  the  Commission  of  the 
results  of  his  visit,  it  was  thought  best  to  furnish  still  further  in- 
formation, as  answering  more  fully  some  of  the  questions  pro* 
pounded  by  Mr.  Bertram  at  this  visit.  In  accordance  therewith 
the  following  supplemental  letter  was  sent : 

April  1st,  1901. 
Andrew  Carnegie,  Esq., 

No.  5  W.  sist  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

My  Dear  Sir — After  conversation  with  your  Mr.  Bertram,  the  follow- 
ing is  submitted  as  supplementary  to  my  letter  of  March  28th: 

Population. 

The  population  of  Detroit  as  per  U.  S.  census,  at  decennial  periods  for 
the  past  half  century  has  been  as  follows : 

1850 21,019  1880 116,349 

i860 45,619  1890 205367 

1870 79,577  1900 285.704 

During  the  half  century  the  average  decennial  ratio  of  increase  has 
been  about  59  per  cent  If  the  future  ratio  of  increase  should  be  but  half 
of  what  it  has  been,  or  30  per  cent  decennial,  our  population  at  successive 
periods  will  be: 

1910 370,500  1930 626,000 

I9» 431,300  1940 813,800 

Good  reasons  can  be  shown  why  Detroit  is  a  very  natural  center  for  a 
dense  population.  At  the  present  time  bills  are  pending  for  annexation  to 
the  city,  territory  with  over  40,000,  which  literally  makes  the  population  of 
the  city  not  less  than  325,000. 
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Maintenance  Fund. 

• 

The  income  from  mill  tax  and  fines  will  this  year  approximate  ^i/Or 
000.00.  This  fund,  estimated  on  the  basis  of  increase  of  assessed  valuation 
and  fines  for  the  last  ten  years,  will  grow  to  not  less  than  $150,000.00  in 
the  next  ten  years. 

Buildings. 

Detroit  has  practically  no  library  buildings.  The  one  building  now  in 
use  is  located  on  leased  ground  from  the  Board  of  Education,  and  will  be- 
long to,  and  be  used  by,  the  Board  of  Education  as  soon  as  vacated  by  the 
library.  This  building  has  long  been  inadequate  and  is  a  fire-trap  as  well. 
New  buildings  are  therefore  an  imperative  necessity. 

The  city  has  an  area  now  of  twenty-nine  square  miles,  and  a  main 
and  at  least  six  branch  buildings  are  now  needed. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)    GwonsE  W.  Raofqkd. 

On  May  i6th,  Commissioner  Gray  introduced  a  resolution 
before  our  Board,  requesting  the  Board  of  Education  to  convey 
to  the  Library  Commission  the  title  to  the  library  property  which 
might  be  under  their  control.  This  was  done  to  get  the  holding 
of  our  present  property  in  line  with  the  bill  passed  at  Lansing  on 
the  last  of  March,  which  made  us  a  Board  in  full  power  to  own 
and  control  all  present  property  and  real  estate,  as  well  as  that  to 
be  hereafter  acquired. 

On  July  1st  the  Library  Commissioners  were  gratified  to  re- 
ceive, through  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Radford,  the  following  letter  from 
Mr.  Carnegie  announcing  his  great  g^ft  to  our  city : 

"Skibo  Castle,  Ardgay,  N.  £.,  June  20th,  1901. 
George  W.  Radford,  Esq.. 

Detroit,  Mich. 

Dear  Sir — ^Yours  of  March  28th  comes  before  me  this  morning.  If  the 
City  of  Detroit  will  furnish  proper  sites  for  libraries,  and  agree  to  eaq>end 
$75,000.00  a  year  in  maintenance,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  provide  ^SO,- 
000.00  as  needed  for  the  buildings.  About  half, — ^not  more,  I  think  not  so 
much,— of  this  sum  should  be  expended  on  a  central  library  and  the  re- 
mainder on  branch  buildings.  The  site  for  the  central  library,  however, 
should  be  amply  sufficient  to  provide  for  possible  new  additions  in  the 
future,  judging  from  Detroit's  horoscope. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Andrew  Carnegie." 

On  July  3rd  the  following  notice,  signed  by  the  President, 
was  sent  to  each  of  the  Library  Commissioners : 
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"A  Special  meeting  o^  the  Board  of  Library  Gommissioners 
of  the  Public  Library  will  be  held  in  the  Board  room  of  the 
Library  Tuesday,  July  91th,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  to  consider  the 
proposition  of  accepting  Mr.  Carnegie's  gift  to  the  Board  of 
$750,000.00." 

It  was  impossible  to  secure  an  earlier  date  when  each  of  the 
members  of  the  Board  could  be  present;  hence  the  d«lay  of  a 
week  from  the  time  of  the  reception  of  the  letter  announcing  the 
gift  to  us.  At  that  meeting  the  gift  was  accepted,  with  thinks, 
by  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  and 
ordered  signed  by  the  entire  Commission  ,  and  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Carnegie: 

''Resolved,  That  the  hearty  and  sincere  thanks  of  this  Com- 
mission are  due  to  Andrew  Carnegie  for  the  magnificent  offer  he 
has  made  of  $750,000.00  to  the  City  of  Detroit  for  the  erection 
of  library  buildings,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  this  Commission 
be  instructed  to  forward  him  this  expression  of  our  thanks.'' 

This  resolution  was  introduced  by  Commissioner  Gray. 

Previous  to  the  introduction  of  this  resolution,  the  following 
was  submitted  by  Commissioner  Scripps,  and  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

"Whereas,  The  Detroit  Library  Commission  has  long  felt  the  need 
of  increased  and  better  accommodations  for  the  Detroit  Public  Library 
and  its  branches,  and  whereas,  the  well-known  and  generous  philanthropist, 
Andrew  Carnegie,  of  New  York,  has  offered  to  donate  to  tne  Detroit  Li- 
brary Commission  for  the  erection  of  library  buildings,  the  sum  of  $750,- 
000.00,  conditioned  upon  the  said  Detroit  Library  Commission  on  provid- 
ing suitable  sites  for  said  structure,  and  guaranteeing  to  provide  not  less 
than  $75,000.00  a  year  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Public  Library  and  its 
branches ; 

Resolved,  That  this  Commission  does  hereby  thankfully  accept  the 
donation  of  the  said  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Resolved,  That  in  accordance  witii  the  Act  creating  this  Commission, 
we  hereby  request  the  Common  Council  to  immediately  adopt  a  resolution 
submitting  to  the  electors  of  this  city,  at  the  next  general  election,  the 
question  of  issuing  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $500,000.00  for  the  purpose  of 
complying  with  the  conditions  imposed  by  Mr.  Qimegie. 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  request  the  Common  CouncO  to  convene 
the  Board  of  Estimators  at  an  early  date  for  the  authorization  and  approval 
of  such  issue  of  bonds." 

This  series  of  resolutions  was  transmitted  by  the  Secretary 
of  our  Board  to  the  Common  Council,  and  under  date  of  July 
29th  I  received  the  following  from  their  Secretary: 
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"You  are  respectfully  requested  to  be  present  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Special  Committee  on  the  Carnegie  Library,  at  Room  g,  City 
Hall,  the  30th  day  of  July,  at  9 130  a.  m.,  sharp,  local  time." 

In  compliance  with  the  above  notice,  Commissioners  Clark, 
Gray,  Follin,  Osius  and  myself  appeared  before  this  special 
committee  and  discussed  the  whole  matter  at  considerable  length ; 
the  result  being  that  the  majority  of  the  ccmimittee  expressed 
themselves  as  being  in  favor  of  an  affirmative  report  to  the  Coun- 
cil. This  was  not  made  at  that  time,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
case  before  the  Supreme  Court  on  the  term-extension  bill  had 
not  yet  been  decided.  Unfortunately  for  our  plans,  however, 
when  the  decision  did  come  it  was  in  favor  of  the  extension  bill. 
This  put  the  time  off  for  over  a  year  longer  before  we  could  sub- 
mit to  the  people  our  bonding  scheme;  hence  a  delay  of  this 
length  of  time  before  we  could  be  in  shape  to  do  anything  toward 
the  building  of  our  libraries,  unless,  as  I  suggested,  we  could 
prevail  upon  Mr.  Carnegie  to  advance  funds  for  the  building  of 
one  or  more  of  our  branches,  for  I  thought  we  would  be  able  to 
use  some  special  funds  already  in  our  treasury,  for  the  purchase 
of  a  branch  library  site.  Accordingly,  Corporation  Counsel 
Tarsney  was  again  seen  upon  the  matter  of  whether  we  could 
use  the  $10,000.00  given  us  a  year  and  a  half  ago  by  the  Board  of 
Estimates  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  our  present  building,  for 
the  purchase  of  a  branch  library  site.  To  this  he  gave  us  affirm- 
ative answer.  This  brought  the  matter  up  to  a  point  where  Mr. 
Carnegie  must  be  again  seen  in  order  to  ascertain  his  willingness 
to  help  us  under  these  changed  conditions.  Commissioner 
Scripps  and  myself  were  appointed  as  a  special  committee  to 
formulate  a  letter  explaining  matters  as  they  now  were  to  Mr. 
Carnegie.    This  we  did,  and  the  following  letter  was  submitted 

to  him: 

"Detroit,  Nov.  20th,  1901. 
Andrew  Carnbgib,  Esq., 

New  York. 

Dear  Sir — At  the  last  session  of  our  State  Legislature  a  proper  bill 
was  passed  incorporating  the  Detroit  Library  Commission,  with  powers 
in  accordance  with  the  understanding  of  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Radford  with 
yourself. 

Unfortunately,  after  the  bill  was  passed,  another  one,  for  entirely  inde- 
pendent reasons,  was  passed  throwing  over  the  next  general  election  until 
the  fall  of  1903.  This  practically  shuts  out  our  chance  of  getting  before 
the  people  upon  the  question  of  issuing  bonds  for  the  purchase  of  sites 
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until  that  time,  although  the  needs  of  our  library  for  more  room,  better 
£re  protection  and  better  accommodations  are  as  pressing  as  ever. 

There  is,  however,  a  sum  of  money  in  our  treasury  that  might  be  im- 
mediately used  for  the  purchase  of  one  or  more  of  the  branch  library  sites, 
provided  it  were  satisfactory  to  you  to  employ  a  part  of  the  munificent  gift 
you  have  offered  our  city  for  library  buildings  for  the  erection,  in  the  first 
instance,  of  at  least  one  of  the  branches. 

Should  you  care  to  see  personally  a  representative  of  our  Board,  we 
would  be  pleased  to  have  some  member  call  upon  you  at  your  convenience 
to  explain  matters  more  fully. 

Awaiting  your  pleasure  in  the  premises,  we  remain, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

(Signed)     C.  Henri  Leonard^ 

President 

Through  not  comprehending  fully  the  change  the  term-exten- 
sion bill  had  made  in  our  conditions,  as  Mr.  Carnegie's  reply  to 
our  letter  would  show,  it  was  thought  best  by  our  Board  to  again 
send  Mr.  Radford  to  New  York  City  to  see  Mr.  Carnegie  in  per- 
son. This  Mr.  Radford  was  successful  in  doing,  and,  also,  in 
obtaining  from  Mr.  Carnegie  the  assurance  that  if  we  would  get 
the  Common  Council  to  pass  the  delayed  resolution  concerning 
the  submitting  of  the  bonding  question  to  the  people  at  the  first 
election  that  it  could  be  submitted,  and  then  have  our  branch 
sites  purchased  and  the  titles  to  same  perfected,  that  he  (Mr. 
Carnegie)  would  advance  the  amount  necessary  for  building  this 
branch,  even  before  the  bond  question  had  been  voted  on  by  the 
people.  This  was  reported  by  Mr.  Radford  officially  to  our 
Board  at  a  special  meeting  that  I  called  for  that  purpose  on  De- 
cember 24th,  at  noon,  at  the  Board  rooms. 

On  motion  of  Commissioner  Gray,  at  this  meeting,  it  was  re- 
solved that  we  assent  to  Mr.  Carnegie's  requirement  and  ask  the 
Common  Council  to  immediately  pass  a  resolution  looking  to- 
wards the  submitting  to  a  popular  vote  of  the  bonding  question 
at  next  fall's  election;  also,  that  a  committee  be  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  Commissioners  Qark  and  Osius,  to  confer  with  the 
special  committee  of  the  Common  Council  (appointed  last  July, 
consisting  of  Aldermen  Smith  (chairman),  Barrie,  Keating, 
Snow  and  Tossy),  to  see  what  time  it  would  be  convenient  for 
them  to  meet  Mr.  Radford  and  the  committee  from  our  Board  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  It  was  learned  that  on  December  31st 
(forenoon)  the  special  committee   from   the   Common    Council 
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would  be  pleased  to  listen  to  anything  that  our  Board  might  be 
ready  to  present.  Mr.  Radford,  Commissioners  Oark,  Osius  and 
myself  appeared  before  that  committee  at  that  time  and  explained 
matters  fully,  the  result  being  that  the  majority  of  the  Council 
committee  agreed  to  report  the  matter  favorably  to  the  Council 
at  its  next  regular  meeting,  and  ask  for  the  passage  of  such  a 
resdutioD. 

Thus,  on  the  last  day  of  the  year,  of  the  last  year  of  the  term 
for  which  I  was  originally  appointed,  everything  was  made 
ready,  so  far  as  it  could  be,  by  our  Board,  in  a  legal  way,  for  the 
reception  of  a  part  of  the  Carnegie  gift  by  our  Library  Commis- 
sion. 


Comparison  of  Library  atatistics. 

1895.  1901.  Gain. 

Number  of  books  in  the  library i39»56o  174*435  35i065 

Number  of  valid  library  cards  out 27,596  32,341  4,745 

Home  circulation  of  books  (volumes) 348,409  511,921  163,512 

Reference  use  of  books  (volumes) 347>224  654^3  307,o6g 

Number  of  unbound  periodicals  read 174,420  252,237  77!8z7 

The  above  figures  speak  more  emphatically  than  any  words 
of  mine  can  of  the  pressing  needs  that  we  have  for  a  larger  and 
more  commodious  building  for  attending  to  the  demands  the  pub- 
lic make  upcm  us  for  books  and  periodicals,  as  the  gain  in  use 
of  the  books  and  papers  over  that  of  but  six  years  ago  is  repre- 
sented by  the  use  of  548,398  volumes  and  papers ;  in  round  num- 
bers, the  demands  are  almost  double  what  they  were  when  I  came 
upon  the  Board  in  1895. 

Comparison  of  Our  Resoureoa. 

1895-  1901.                   Gain. 

Cash  received  from  one-fiflh  mill  tax. $40,525.75  $49,193.93             $8,668.18 

court  fines 5,586.75  3,825.22(1083)1,761.70 

int.  daily  bal 635.65  882.17                 246.52 

book  fines 1,222.10  1,434.56                  212.46 


II  f<  ti 

I*  <<  a 

II  it  ti 


$47,970.42      $55,335.68  $7,365.26 

From  these  figures  we  see  that  our  gain  in  cash  receipts  for 
doing  almost  double  the  work  has  been  only  a  little  over  $7,- 
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000.00,  or  less  than  15  per  cent.  This  would  certainly  argue  for 
our  Board  an  economical  administration  of  the  funds  placed  in 
our  hands.  The  large  falling  off  in  fines  from  the  courts  (a  de- 
ficiency of  nearly  $2,000.00  per  annum)  would  also  argue  a  laxity 
somewhere  in  the  administration  of  this  department  of  justice; 
for,  with  the  increase  in  the  city's  population  of  some  60,000  in 
the  past  six  years,  it  would  surely  seem  as  if  the  fines  should 
equal  those  of  five  or  six  years  ago. 

For  four  years  preceding  1895  the  fines  collected  and  turned 
over  to  our  Board  averaged  $15,233.36  per  annum;  whereas,  for 
1895  they  were  but  $5,586.92 ;  for  1896,  $6,087.42 ;  for  1897,  $2,- 
048.15;  for  1898,  $2,448.20;  for  1899,  $3,168.09;  for  1900,  $3,- 
084.71 ;  and  for  1901,  $3,825.22. 

•  The  Library  Board  had  repeatedly  complained  of  this  short- 
age, and  at  our  meeting  held  September  i6th,  1897,  I  introduced 
a  resolution  asking  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate this  matter  of  uncollected  bail  bonds,  fines,  etc.,  and  to 
suggest  some  method  for  increasing  the  revenues  of  the  library 
from  this  source.  While  we  have  had  some  increase,  since  then, 
in  our  revenues,  I  am  satisfied  that  we  are  not  getting  all  that 
should  accrue  to  us  from  this  source.  When  we  get  our  new 
building,  it  will  become  highly  important  that  we  have  all  the 
funds  that  may  be  legitimately  our  due,  for  away  back  in  1864, 
when  the  city  had  a  population  of  only  about  60,000,  the  amount 
of  court  fines  accruing  for  library  purposes  exceeded  the  amount 
turned  over  to  us  the  past  year  by  $485.06;  and  in  1865  they  ex- 
ceeded last  year  by  $736.14;  and  in  1866  they  exceeded  last  year 
by  the  respectable  sum  of  $1489.37.  Can  it  be  possible  that  the 
city's  population  can  increase  from  60,000  to  nearly  360,000  and 
yet  have  the  amount  of  crime  actually  lessened  by  over  one-tenth 
over  that  which  prevailed  when  the  city  was  of  the  smaller  size? 
Yet  this  would  seem  to  be  the  argument  of  our  judiciary  depart- 
ment from  the  financial  returns  they  now  make  to  our  Board. 


The  Personnel  of  the  Board. 

When  I  came  upon  the  Board  in  1896  the  following  gentle- 
men were  upon  the  Library  Commission,  their  names  being  given 
in  the  order  of  the  expiration  of  their  terms  of  office : 
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George  S.  Hosmer,  Herbert  Bowen,  Henry  A.  Harmon,  Rich- 
ard Storrs  Willis,  Magnus  Butzel  and  myself. 

To  fill  the  vacancies  made  by  the  expiration  of  the  terms  of 
the  Commissioners,  the  fdlowing  were  elected  by  the  School 
Board  in  the  order  named :  John  S.  Gray  in  1897 ;  John  E.  Clark 
in  1898;  Maynard  D.  Follin  in  1899;  James  E.  Scripps  in  1900; 
George  Osius  in  1901.  The  following  were  the  ex-officio  mem- 
bers of  the  Library  Commission  during  my  term  of  service,  being 
presidents  of  the  Board  of  Education  during  that  time :  Caleb  S. 
Pitkin  (1896);  Thomas  G.  Craig  (1897);  Wm.  H.  McGregor 
(1898);  Thomas  Henderson  (1899);  Horace  G.  Smith  (1900), 
and  E.  F.  Marschner  (1901). 

Mr.  Osius  also  filled  the  unexpired  term  of  the  late  Magnus 
Butzel  during  the  year  1900,  Mr.  Butzel  having  passed  away  in 
January,  leaving  the  balance  of  that  year  as  the  part  of  his  un- 
expired term.  This  is  the  only  death  of  an  active  meniber  of  the 
Board  during  the  six  years  that  I  have  been  connected  with  it. 

In  May  of  1900  Richard  Storrs  Willis  also  died,  and  suitable 
action  was  taken  by  our  Board  in  reference  to  his  death,  he  hav- 
ing so  recently  been  a  member,  and  having  served  on  the  Board 
for  so  many  years,  since  1888.  Suitable  resolutions  were  also 
passed  in  reference  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Butzel,  and  both  will  be 
found  in  our  printed  report  of  the  year  1900.  I  might  also  add 
that  all  the  mentbers,  other  than  these  two,  who  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  Library  Commission  during  the  six  years  of  my 
term  of  service  are  still  living. 

The  present  members  of  the  Commission  are  as  follows : 

John  S.  Gray,  President,  whose  term  of  office  expires  Decem- 
ber, 1902;  John  E.  Qark,  Vice-President,  whose  term  of  office 
expires  December,  1903 ;  Maynard  D.  Follin,  whose  term  of  office 
expires  December,  1904 ;  James  E.  Scripps,  whose  term  of  office 
expires  December,  1905;  and  George  Osius,  Secretary,  whose 
term  of  offce  expires  December,  1906. 

I  am,  at  this  writing,  placed  in  a  rather  unique  position ;  for 
so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  no  Commissioner  has  held  over  beyond 
the  term  of  his  original  election  except  myself.  My  term  of  office 
expired  the  last  day  of  December,  1901 ;  but,  through  the  non- 
election  of  my  successor,  I  have  held  over  in  1902.  Being  some- 
what in  doubt  as  to  the  legality  of  my  act  should  I  meet  with 
the  Board  during  this  year,  I  addressed  an  inquiry  as  to  my  legal 
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status  to  our  Corporation  Counsel,  Mr.  Tarsney,  and  under  date 
of  December  31st,  1901,  he  replied  as  follows: 

"Replying  to  your  inquiry  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  department  that  you  hold  the  office  of  Library 
Commissioner  until  your  successor  is  elected  and  qualified. 

(Signed)    Timothy  Tarsney, 

Corporation  Counsel. 


>» 


In  dosing,  allow  me  to  convey  to  my  ccxifreres  on  the  Board 
my  thanks  to  them  for  their  loyal  support  of  me  and  my  rulings, 
as  their  presiding  officer,  for  the  past  year,  and  also  for  their  for- 
bearance for  any  mistakes  that  I  may  have  made. 

C.  Henri  Leonard, 

Detroit  January  9th,  1902.  President, 
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Report  of  the  Secretary. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen — Below  I  submit  a  report  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures on  account  of  the  library  and  branches  for  the  calen- 
dar year  1901. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  expenditures  have  been  slightly 
in  excess  of  those  of  the  previous  year,  notwithstanding  that  in 
1900  $2,710.17  was  expended  for  fitting  up  branches  and  archi- 
tects' services,  as  against  but  $378.26  for  the  same  items  in  the 
past  year. 

Tlie  expenditure  for  salaries  for  the  past  year  was  52.13  per 
cent  of  the  entire  expenditure,  against  48.16  per  cent  in  1900. 

For  the  purchase  of  books  and  periodicals  the  expenditure 
was  27.95  per  cent,  against  27.74  per  cent  in  the  previous  year. 

The  net  revenue  of  the  Commission  for  1901  was  $55,815.85, 
against  57»977-3i  in  1900. 

The  details  of  revenue  and  expenditure  are  thus  tabulated : 

Balance  on  hand  January  i,  1901 $37i95B  06 

Rbcsipts: 

From  City  Treasurer — 

City  taxes,  1901 $42,445  S3 

City  taxes,  1900 6,748  40 

49,193  93 

From  County  Treasurer,  fines  and  penalties 3,825  22 

Interest  on  daily  balances 882  17 

Library  fines  1,434  5<^ 

.    Lost  books  136  75 

Catalogues  sold  100  65 

Books  sold  219  87 

Old  paper  sold  12  75 

Messenger  fees i  20 

Rebates , 8  75 

Total  receipts $93,773  91 

Total  disbursements,  as  per  table  below 52,794  09 

Balance  in  treasury  December  31,  1901 $40,979  82 

Less  amount  in  Library  Building  Fund. « 9,5oo  00 

Balance  in  General  Fund $31479  82 
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Report  of  the  Libarian. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Library: 

■ 

Gentlemen — The  opening  year  of  the  new  century  did  not  wit- 
ness any  event  of  special  importance,  so  far  as  the  progress  of  the 
library  is  concerned.  The  institution  has  continued  a  normal 
growth,  has  held  its  old  friends  and  made  new  (Hies,  has  extended 
its  influence  in  many  directions  and  is  serving  the  community 
with  marked  satisfaction  and  success. 

The  whole  number  of  books  now  on  hand  is  174,4^5.  The 
additions  during  the  year  amounted  to  12,525,  but  nearly  4,000 
volumes  were  withdrawn,  having  mostly  been  worn  out  by  use, 
leaving  the  net  gain  in  number  of  voliunes  8,631. 

The  books  are  distributed  as  follows :  In  the  Central  library, 
I57>i89  volumes;  in  Branch  i,  1,733  volumes;  in  Branch  2, 
2,128  volumes;  in  Branch  3,  2,203  volumes,  and  in  the  public 
school  libraries,  11,172  volumes.  There  are  6,379  books  in  the 
German  language,  4,021  in  French,  and  1,279  ^^  Polish. 

The  number  of  books  withdrawn  as  worn  out  was  2,877.  Of 
these  1,799  were  replaced  by  fresh  copies  of  the  same  book.  In 
other  cases,  either  the  book  was  out  of  print  and  not  obtainable 
at  a  reasonable  price,  or  there  were  still  a  sufficient  number  of 
copies  on  hand  to  satisfy  the  demand.  The  worn  out  books  were 
mostly  destroyed,  as  entirely  unfit  for  further  use,  but  in  some 
instances  they  were  solicited  by,  and  were  donated,  with  a  few  ad- 
ditions from  the  unused  duplicate  collection,  to  the  public  library 
at  Delray,  Mich.,  the  public  library  at  Southport,  N.  C.,  the 
library  of  the  Trades'  Council,  of  Detroit,  the  Hamilton  Carhartt 
employes'  library,  the  Russell  Street  Social  Settlement,  etc.  De- 
tailed statistics  respecting  the  growth  of  the  Library  will  be  found 
in  Appendix  A. 

Use  of  the  Library. 

The  Library  was  never  so  largely  used  as  during  the  past  year 
and  never  before  had  so  many  individual  patrons.  The  whole 
number  of  books  used  was  1,166,214,  as  against  1,057,412  the  last 
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previous  year,  an  increase  of  108,802,  or  more  than  ten  per  cent. 
The  use  of  current  periodicals  at  the  same  time  amounted  to 
252,237,  an  increase  of  8,271.  It  should  be  said  with  reference 
to  these  figures  that  they  are  the  recorded  statistics  and  in  the 
nature  of  the  case,  must  be  below  the  actual  fact.  In  several  por- 
tions of  the  main  Library  and  in  all  the  branches  the  shelves  are 
open  to  the  public.  While  a  receipt  is  taken  for  volumes  sup- 
plied by  library  attendants,  manifestly  there  are  many  books  con- 
sulted by  readers  which  do  not  fall  under  the  observation  of  those 
attendants.  The  same  is  true  of  unbound  periodicals  in  the  chil- 
dren's department  and  at  the  branches.  At  the  Hurlbut  branch 
no  record  whatever  is  attempted  to  be  kept,  the  librarians  in 
charge  of  that  branch  being  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Water 
Board,  and  not  subject  to  the  regulaticms  of  the  Library  Com- 
mission. 

The  number  of  library  cardholders  has  increased  by  395. 
Cards  entitling  the  holder  to  draw  books  from  the  Library  or 
any  of  its  branches  are  good  for  five  years  from  the  date  of  issue. 
The  total  number  of  such  cards  now  outstanding  is  32,341. 

In  May  a  plan  was  put  into  operation  whereby  the  public  was 
given  free  access  to  the  shelves  in  two  alcoves  of  English  fiction. 
This  was  accomplished  by  cutting  an  opening  through  the  coun- 
ter, in  which  was  placed  an  exit  turnstile,  with  the  desk  of  an 
attendant  (beside  it  for  charging  the  books  selected,  as  people 
passed  out.  An  entrance  turnstile  was  placed  at  the  end  of  the 
counter.  The  shelves  of  these  two  alcoves  will  hold  upwards  of 
3,000  books  and  they  are  kept  constantly  filled  with  the  more 
recent  novels,  including  one  copy  of  all  the  best  advertised  ones. 
Books  are  not  specially  marked  for  these  alcoves,  but  the  aim  is 
to  keep  the  shelves  filled,  so  that  people  may  have  a  considerable 
number  from  which  to  make  selections. 

The  plan  is  highly  satisfactory  to  most  persons.  It  is  a  privi- 
lege which  many  appreciate  to  take  down  books  from  the  shelves 
and  look  them  over  before  making  a  choice.  At  the  same  time, 
there  are  some  who  do  not  like  it.  They  become  confused  in  the 
presence  of  such  an  array  of  books.  They  prefer  to  consult  the 
catalogue  or  to  trust  the  Library  assistants  to  choose  for  them, 
rather  than  to  spend  their  time  in  the  open  alcoves.  But  it  must 
be  said  that  the  majority  like  the  new  scheme.  A  record  kept  for 
a  time  showed  that  about  60  per  cent,  of  the  fiction  circulated 
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came  from  the  two  open  alcoves.  The  regret  now  is  that  while 
we  were  about  it  we  did  not  throw  open  all  the  ficti<xi  shelves, 
foreign  as  well  as  English,  though  there  are  some  difficulties  con- 
nected with  the  arrangment  of  the  building  which  appear  almost 
insurmountable.  The  open  alcoves  are  frequently  overcrowded 
and  sometimes  may  be  said  to  be  jammed.  That  people  some- 
times put  books  into  their  pockets  or  conceal  them  under  cloaks 
and  walk  off  with  them  without  taking  the  trouble  to  notify  the 
assistants,  we  positively  know.  Probably  the  losses  do  not 
amount  to  much,  so  far  as  money  value  is  concerned. 

The  plan  of  reserving  boc^s  upon  the  filing  of  a  postal  card 
request  and  mailing  the  card  as  notification  when  the  book  comes 
in,  appears  to  be  quite  popular.  During  the  year,  7,925  such 
cards  were  filed.  In  the  case  of  fad  novels,  of  which  we  do  not 
usually  buy  more  than  40  or  50  copies,  this  appears  to  be  the 
common  way  of  securing  the  reading  of  them  while  they  are  the 
vogue.  When  some  particularly  catching  new  thing  bursts  upon 
the  novel  reader's  vision  it  is  not  uncommon  to  have  them  drop 
in  at  the  rate  of  fifty  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  a  day  and  invest  their 
pennies  in  postal  cards. 

At  one  time  during  the  year  there  was  some  discussion  in  the 
newspapers  of  a  project  to  deliver  library  books  at  the  houses  of 
readers  upon  telephone  or  other  call.  Some  three  years  ago  this 
practice  was  started,  but  with  the  attachment  of  a  fee  of  ten  cents 
to  cover  street  car  fare  for  the  messenger.  It  was  thoroughly 
advertised,  but  experience  has  shown  that  there  is  practically  no 
demand  for  such  service.  Books  are  still  sent  out  by  messenger 
when  so  ordered,  but  the  fact  that  the  fees  collected  during  the 
past  year  amounted  only  to  $1.20  indicates  that  there  is  no  gen- 
eral call  for  book  delivery.  Doubtless  it  would  be  vastly  dif- 
ferent if  there  were  no  fee  attached.  But  whether  the  expense  to 
the  Library  of  free  messenger  service  would  not  far  exceed  that 
to  readers  of  coming  or  sending  to  the  Library  in  person  admits 
of  no  doubt.  Some  statistics  were  gathered  for  a  week  and  it 
was  found  that  not  exceeding  10  per  cent  of  the  individuals  who 
came  to  the  Library  paid  car  fare  expressly  for  that  purpose.  I 
do  not  believe  the  Public  Library  should  put  itself  in  competition 
with  the  "Book-lovers'  Library,"  but  rather  welcome  that  agency 
as  relieving  it  from  the  purchase  of  an  inordinate  quantity  of 
ephemeral  literature  to  meet  the  hysterical  demand  for  the  latest 
popular  novel. 
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Branch  and  School  Work. 

The  following;  facts  are  gleaned  from  the  report  of  Miss  Jessie 
Chase,  superintendent  of  the  work :  The  work  done  through  the 
branches  shows  a  steady  day  to  day  growth.  No  new  branch  has 
been  started  to  swell  the  count  spasmodically,  nevertheless  there 
have  been  1,134  new  readers  added  through  this  channel.  The 
call  for  books  from  the  Central  Library  through  the  branches  has 
increased  by  3,515.  At  the  branches  themselves  49,820  books 
were  drawn  for  home  reading,  while  the  reference  reading  showed 
a  decided  increase  over  the  preceding  year.  Branch  2  was  pecu- 
liarly situated  in  that  it  occupied  the  same  room  with  the  school 
library  and  the  books  were  used  indiscriminately  with  those  in 
the  school  library  proper  which  belong  to  us,  thot^h  provided 
expressly  for  the  school.  These  books  were  transferred  when 
the  high  school  removed  to  its  new  building  on  Eastern 
Boulevard.  A  consequent  marked  f alling-off  in  the  reference  use 
of  books  was  the  result. 

After  the  removal  of  the  high  school  from  the  Harris  building 
to  its  own  new  building,  the  branch  was  transferred  to  a  more 
convenient  room  in  the  basement  of  the  Harris,  adjoining  the 
main  entrance.  Here  it  is  comfortably  quartered  for  the  present. 
Measures  are  on  foot  to  secure  a  site  and  erect  a  permanent 
building  in  this  neighborhood  expressly  for  the  branch.  It  could 
doubtless  be  popularized  and  made  more  attractive  in  a  building 
of  its  own.  Mr.  Gronkowski  resigned  as  librarian  in  mid-sum- 
mer, to  accept  a  position  as  teacher  of  German  in  the  Eastern 
High  School,  and  Mr.  Roy  Patten  was  put  in  charge,  in  his  place. 

The  location  of  Branch  3  in  the  Western  High  School  on 
Scotten  avenue  is  quite  satisfactory.  The  neighborhood  makes 
good  use  of  it,  and  fully  one-half  of  the  circulation  is  among 
adults.  The  demands  have  so  increased  that  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  give  the  librarian  a  full-time  assistant.  Additional 
shelving  has  been  required  in  all  the  branches.  The  number  of 
new  books  added  has  been  1,645  ^^  ^  <^^^  o^  $iy444- 

No  new  books  have  been  added  to  the  high  school  libraries, 
except  to  replace  those  lost  and  paid  for.  The  Board  of  Elstimates 
refused  to  allow  an  appropriation  asked  for  this  purpose.  The 
grammar  school  lists  were  completdy  revised  before  the  summer 
vacation  and  upwards  of  800  books  were  withdrawn  as  too  much 
worn  to  be  fit  for  further  use.      These  were  replaced  by  new 
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books  and  at  the  same  time  a  suitable  and  sufficient  supply 
was  bought  to  extend  their  use  to  the  third  grade,  which  had 
never  before  been  so  favored.  This  puts  books  into  the  hands  of 
the  younger  pupils,  numerically  a  large  class.  This  matter  of 
miscellaneous  reading,  fostered  by  the  Library  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  city,  is  more  and  more  attracting  the  interested 
attention  of  the  teachers.  The  details  of  the  work  in  the  branches 
and  the  schools  will  be  found  in  Appendix  6. 

CHiidron't  Department. 

The  following  items  are  taken  from  the  report  of  Miss  Mary 
Conover,  superintendent  of  the  children's  department :  The  shelv- 
ing in  the  room  has  been  extended  to  cover  all  the  available  waU 
space.  The  window  gardens  planned  and  donated  by  Miss  Ferry 
^now  Mrs.  Coonley)  have  been  maintained  by  her  throughout 
the  year.  Fresh  blooming  plants,  ferns  and  ivies  have  been  pro- 
vided in  their  season  and  thus  the  room  has  been  made  bright 
and  attractive.  These  bits  of  nature  in  our  dingy  room  tell  their 
own  story  and  bring  from  all  the  children  benedictions  upon  the 
gentle-hearted  giver.  Picture  bulletins  have  been  continued 
throughout  the  year,  celebrating  all  the  holidays.  Special  bulle- 
tins were  prepared  on  the  occasion  of  the  bicentennial  celebration 
of  the  founding  of  the  city  on  the  24th  of  July ;  also  at  the  close 
of  the  Pan-American  exposition,  showing  the  character  of  the 
buildings  and  the  scope  of  the  exhibits.  This  bulletin  board 
was  adorned  by  many  souvenirs  lent  by  assistants  in  other  de- 
partments of  the  library.  We  have  received  from  Mr.  Marshall 
Gardner  four  mounted  photographs — ^two  views  of  Mackinaw 
harbor,  the  old  block-house  in  the  fort  and  moonlight  view  of 
Mackinac  strait.  These  were  the  work  of  the  donor  and  show 
remarkable  artistic  taste  and  skill  in  the  manipulation  of  the 
camera. 

A  card  catalogue  case  has  been  provided  for  the  room  and  the 
books  in  the  department  have  been  catalogued.  The  young 
people  are  learning  to  make  intelligent  use  of  this  catalogue. 
Miss  Geer,  my  assistant,  has  ccMni^eted  a  comprehensive 
list  of  stories  in  the  department  with  a  historical  setting 
or  purpose  bearing  on  different  periods  of  American  history,  from 
Columbus  to  the  present  time.  She  is  now  at  work  <mi  a  card 
index  to  recitations. 
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We  have  been  troubled  very  little  with  disorderly  conduct  of 
children  in  the  room  or  corridors.  We  continue  to  lose  books 
from  time  to  time,  despite  the  utmost  vigilance.  At  present  the 
recovery  of  two  books,  which  were  stolen  by  a  boy  nine  years  of 
age  and  sold  to  an  Italian  fruit  vender,  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
police.  We  have  an  understanding  with  Sergeant  Breault,  truant 
officer,  that  the  children's  room  shall  not  become  a  shelter  for 
truants  from  school. 

The  falling  off  of  our  circulation  is  a  matter  of  concern,  but 
the  most  searching  examination  fails  to  reveal  a  blameworthy 
cause.  The  opening  of  branch  libraries  and  the  open  fiction 
shelves  in  the  main  library  may  have  something  to  do  with  it. 
Many  who  used  to  come  to  the  children's  department  to  select 
books  for  family  reading  because  they  were  privileged  to  go  to 
the  shelves  to  choose,  now  go  to  the  new  section  in  the  main 
library  to  seek  what  they  want. 

Catalogues. 

The  annual  bulletin  of  new  books  was  issued,  as  usual,  early 
in  the  year.  To  facilitate  the  work  of  the  study  clubs,  several  of 
which  were  giving  special  attention  to  Holland  and  Belgium,  a 
reading  list  on  those  countries  was  issued  early  in  the  fall.  This 
comprised  about  30  pages  of  titles  of  books  and  was  printed  in 
folder  form,  same  length  and  half  the  width  of  our  regular  cata- 
logue. It  was  distributed  gratuitiously  and  appeared  to  be  highly 
appreciated.  We  know  from  the  demand  for  it  that  it  was  ex- 
tensively used.  Many  expressions  of  thanks  have  come  to  us 
for  thus  making  conveniently  available  the  resources  of  the  library 
upon  the  topic  to  which  so  many  persons  were  cwitemporaneously 
giving  attention. 

The  following  facts  are  gathered  from  the  report  of  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Cochrane,  chief  of  the  cataloguing  department:  Beside  the 
regular  duty  of  cataloguing  new  books,  some  necessary  work  is 
being  diligently  prosecuted,  such  as  copying  and  revising  our 
cataloguer's  record  of  class  and  book  numbers,  the  preparation  of 
the  bulletin,  the  expansion  and  improvement  of  several  of  the 
important  classes  in  the  card  catalogue,  with  countless  changes 
and  corrections  here  and  there,  as  found  necessary.  Such  work, 
although  it  cannot  be  shown  in  statistical  form,  nor,  perhaps,  can 
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it  be  appreciated  when  merely  mentioned,  requires  much  time, 
care  and  intelligence,  and  is  very  important  in  facilitating  the 
future  work  of  the  department  and  in  bettering  its  service  to  the 
public. 

The  experiment  with  printed  cards  from  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress was  begun  late  in  the  year.  As  this  work  has  been  only 
lately  undertaken  by  the  Library  of  Congress  and  may  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  not  yet  fairly  organized,  it  is  not  possible  now  to  say 
of  how  much  practical  value  it  will  prove  to  be.  Thus  far 
scarcely  lo  per  cent  of  the  required  cards  are  received  on  our 
duplicate  book  orders  sent  on  to  Washington.  We  are  in  receipt 
of  many  books  for  which  no  cards  are  even  promised,  except  by 
renewal  of  order  and  a  delay  of  from  eight  to  sixteen  weeks. 
This  condition  is  not,  of  course,  consistent  with  our  intention  to 
keep  the  card  catalogue  up  to  date.  Cards  for  most  of  our  new 
books  must,  therefore,  be  written,  as  formerly.  We  have  the  ex- 
pectation that  eventually  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  desired 
cards  will  be  promptly  supplied  and  the  work  of  our  cataloguing 
department  thereby  reduced.  The  cards  thus  supplied  are  in 
themselves  highly  satisfactory.  Being  printed,  they  are  easily 
read  and  furnish  much  fuller  information  than  it  is  possible  to 
incorporate  in  a  typewritten  entry.  Since  they  are  prepared  by 
experts  we  have  full  confidence  in  their  correctness  and  so  waste 
no  time  in  their  verification. 


Medical  Department. 

Considerable  attenti<Mi  has  been  given  to  the  medical  depart- 
ment. The  matter  of  the  very  limited  use  of  the  books  by  the 
medical  profession  of  the  city  was  brought  to  their  attention 
through  the  medical  societies.  An  energetic  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, which  investigated  the  subject,  and  upon  their  recom- 
mendation the  Commission  appropriated  $500  to  buy  recent 
books,  and  $75  to  be  expended  in  periodical  subscriptions. 
Through  the  active  efforts  of  this  committee  some  forty-five  of 
the  leading  physicians  of  the  city  were  induced  to  pledge  them- 
selves to  subscribe  for  one  each  of  the  best  class  of  medical  peri- 
odicals, not  already  on  the  library  subscription  list.  These 
periodicals  were  to  be  for  the  first  use  of  the  doctor  subscribing 
and  after  three  months  were  to  be  collected  by  the  Library  and 
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placed  on  file  on  its  shelves.  A  case  to  hold  120  periodicals  was 
constructed  across  the  room  in  such  manner  as  to  shut  in  the 
medical  dqiartment  completdy  and  at  the  same  time  afford  to 
those  who  use  the  department  free  and  convenient  access  to  all 
the  tmbound  periodicals,  as  well  as  the  medical  books  of  refer- 
ence. 

All  the  books  in  the  medical  department  were  re-classified  and 
re-arranged  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  committee,  who  claimed 
that  they  would  be  thereby  much  more  easily  found  and  conven- 
iently consulted.  The  card  catalogue  was  also  thoroughly  over- 
hauled and  revised  in  accordance  with  the  ideas  of  the  ccnnmittee. 
A  telephone  was  put  into  the  department  at  the  expense  of  the 
Detroit  Medical  Society  to  enable  physicians  to  communicate 
readily  with  their  offices  or  patrons.  Thus  it  appears  that  the 
society,  its  committee  and  the  Library  itself  have  done  everything 
which  could  be  thought  of  or  suggested  to  promote  the  usefulness 
of  the  department  to  the  medical  profession  of  the  city. 

In  view  of  all  these  things  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
use  of  the  department  does  not  show  an  increase.  The  new 
books  were  bought  and  the  department  reorganized  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  year.  The  medical  books  consulted  in  1901  amounted 
^o  3.75  per  cent  of  the  total  reference  use  of  books,  as  against 
3.71  per  cent  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  books  used 
in  1901  was  actually  less  than  in  1900.  The  chief  value  of  the 
department  still  appears  to  be  to  the  students  in  the  medical  col- 
leges. 

The  Staff. 

There  have  been  few  changes  in  the  staff  during  the  year. 
Two  of  the  older  assistants  have  been  granted  leave  of  absence 
on  account  of  ill  health.  An  examination  of  applicants  was  held 
in  September  and  the  eight  who  passed  at  or  above  the  required 
75  per  cent  were  placed  on  the  eligible  list.  The  rules  have  been 
so  amended  as  to  provide  for  a  preliminary  examination  of  ap- 
plicants in  September  of  each  year.  Though  there  is  no  such 
specific  provision,  it  follows  that  those  upon  the  eligible  list  who 
have  not  in  the  meantime  been  called  must  take  the  examination 
again,  in  order  to  retain  a  place  upon  the  eligible  list.  The  new 
rules  also  require  those  coming  into  the  library  service  to  take  a 
six  months'  course  of  reading  and  study  in  library  economy  under 
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the  direction  of  the  librarian.  In  June  of  each  year  there  is  to  be  a 
technical  examination  of  candidates  upoa  this  course  of  study. 
Those  who  fail  to  pass  this  examination  with  a  credit  of  at  least 
75  per  cent  are  dropped  from  the  list  Two  of  the  successful  can;* 
didates  in  the  last  September  examination  are  now  pursuing  this 
course  of  study.  Those  successful  in  this  second  examination  are, 
by  virtue  of  it,  added  to  the  staff,  but  their  future  promotion 
depends  upon  the  efficiency  and  adaptability  which  they  show  in 
the  work. 

H.  M.  Utley, 

Librarian, 
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Book  Acxxssions,  1901. 

No.  volumes  in  the  library  Jan.  i,  1901 ....  165,794 

Added  by  purchase 10,904 

Added  by  gift 938 

Added  by  binding ^3 


Withdrawn— Worn  out  2,877 

Lost  and  paid  for 162 

Sold  or  exchanged 855 


12,525 


3,894 

8,^1 


No.  volumes  Jan.  i,  1902 174,425 

Net  Additions. 

The  following  shows  the  net  additions  during  the  year  and 
the  distribution  of  the  whole  number  of  books : 

Net  Additions.  Whole  Number. 

Central  Library  5,306  157,189 

Branch  No.  i 449  1,733 

Branch  No.  2 1,189  2,128 

Branch  No.  3 797  2,203 

Public  school  libraries 890  11,172 


Total  8,631  174425 

Readers^  Cards. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  readers'  cards  issued  in 
the  years  named  and  the  whole  number  of  valid  cards  now  out- 
standing : 


Cards  issued 
Cards  issued 
Cards  issued 
Cards  issued 


n  1897 6,583 

n  1898 6,052 

n  1899 5,761 

n  1900 7,088 


Cards  issued  in  1901 6,857 

Total  32,341 
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Following  shows  gross  additions  of  books  by  classes,  1901 : 

CcBtrml  Bnuichc* 

Llbnry.  mad  Schools.       Total. 

Bibliography   103  x8  lai 

Periodicals    S18  216  734 

Philosophy  82  i  83 

Religion  304  3  ao7 

Sociology 383  44  4^7 

Philology  41  4  45 

Science   293  41  334 

Practical  Arts 714  H  7^8 

Fine  Arts 210  8  ai8 

Literature 555  76  631 

History   404  i^  5^ 

Travel   198  82  280 

Biography   411  50  461 

Fiction   3>ii4  3>302  6,416 

Germar    386  51  437 

French 89           89 

Polish  193           193 

U.  S.  documents 376           376 

Unused  duplicates 181           181 

8,455  4,070  12,525 


Following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  books   in  the 

Library  in  the  several  classes,  with  the  net  additions  during  the 
year: 

igoOi  NctAMitloB.    Total,  igoi. 

Bibliography   2,450  121  2|57i 

Periodicals  9*972  736  10,708 

Philosophy  2,638  79-  2,717 

Religion  8,746  211  8»^7 

Sociology  I5»530  4^6  X5t9S6 

Philology 1,772  47  1,819 

Science    9,099  336  9,43s 

Practical  Arts 10,343  7^3  xi,o66 

Fine  Arts 4,953  221  5,174 

Literature I5>053  691  15,744 

History I7fi26  570  17.690 

Travel  10,266  261  10,547 

Biography  12,552  473  X3i025 

Fiction 38,806  4,oiA  32,822 

U.  S.  Documents 8,257  37o  8,633 

Unused   duplicates 8^35  (dec.)  674  7,561 

165.794  8,631  174*425 
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Central 
Ubiaiy. 

January  36,959 

February   30,411 

March   38,326 

April    32,895 

May    24,625 

Jane   23,018 

July  22,559 

August  25,840 

September    . .  28,713 

October  27,587 

November 35t824 

December  . . .  27,490 


THE  USE  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 
Home  Cibculation  by  Months,  1901 : 

Hurlbnt 
Btmnch. 


Bnnch  I. 

Branch  a. 

1428 

1,184 

1,321 

1,288 

1,532 

1,570 

I,J94 

1,281 

1,286 

1,017 

1,269 

838 

1,329 

714 

i,3g8 

7" 

1,147 

554 

1,423 

785 

1,790 

1,148 

1,779 

1,299 

Branch  3. 

2,136 
1,925 
2.392 
2.057 
1.892 
1,837 

1,791 
1,962 

1,936 
2,445 
2,796 
2,476 


725 
690 

830 
625 
462 

427 
330 
360 

323 
420 

450 
500 


School 
library. 

11,661 

9,205 

11,629 

9,704 
9,266 

6,961 


7,409 
10,728 
10,256 

9,583 


T»tal. 

54,09s 
44.840 

56,279 
47,956 
38,548 

34,350 
26,723 
30,271 
40,08a 
43,388 

52,264 
43.127 


Total   354.247 


17,096      12,389      25,645 
LiBKARY  Circulation. 


6,142     96,402      511,721 


Books. 

Central   Library   535,886 

Branch    No.    i    23,124 

Branch    No.   2    45,733 

Branch   No.   3    49,550 


Total    654,293 

LlBRAKT  RBADmO. 

Adult  Juvenile. 

Cyclopedias percentage .  5  -28  .... 

Periodicals 8.35  2.81 

Philosophy 3. 12  .... 

Religion   4.87  0.07 

Sociology 6.65  o.^ 

Philology  4.32  0.03 

Science   5.86  0.50 

Practical  Arts 6.40  o.  14 

Fine  Arts 8.57  0.29 

Literature 6.98  0.70 

History 7. 12  i  .32 

Travel   5.84  0.75 

Biography 6.12  0.42 

Fiction    0.93  7.09 

German 0.57 

French    0.39 

Polish   0.20 

Other  Languages  0.28 

Medicine 3-75 


Periodioala. 
216,606 

4,88a 

20,094 
10,655 

252,237 

HOMB  RBAOniA. 

Adult  Juvenile. 


0.65 
1. 01 
1.05 

1.32 
0.14 
1.22 
1.70 
1. 51 
2.64 
2.64 
1.49 

1.77 
58.IS 
3.20 
0.40 
I.Q2 
0.09 


0.24 

a    •   •    • 
0.06 

O.90 

■    •   •    • 

0.27 
0.12 
0.17 
0.30 

0.73 

0.27 

0.22 

17.42 


Total 


85.60       14.40 


80.00 


20.00 
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School  Osculatiok. 


BnroU- 

SchooU.               CircnlAtioB.  ment. 

Alger    420  160 

Amos    i»950  j66 

Bagley    408  70 

Barstow  2,942  535 

Bellefontaioe   2,166  240 

Bellevue  191  60 

Berry 1,259  3^5 

Bishop    2,239  483 

Brownson    754  106 

Campau   SBi  206 

Campbell  605  187 

Cass 2,136  626 

•Chaney  995  298 

Clay 778  130 

Clinton  342  60 

Columbian i,354  226 

Craft   466  175 

Custer 8s  10 

School  for  the  Deaf      23  5 

Dickinson 820  125 

Duffield    3»455  525 

Eastabrook  2,600  295 

Everett  1,459  250 

Fairbanks    885  250 

Farrand   762  ^5 

Ferrv 1,798  185 

Field   2,073  355 

Fimane    535  45 

Franklin 1,050  355 

Garfield    74^  115 

Hancock    1,452  335 

Houghton  734  235 

Hubbard    355  85 

Irving  1,087  308 


Schools.  CircvlAtioB. 

Jackson    450 

Jefferson    2,677 

Johnston    473 

Lincoln    349 

Lyster 512 

McGraw 417 

McKinstry    555 

Newberry    1,211 

Nichols 153 

Norvell 614 

John  Owen 567 

Palmer  358 

Pitcher 1,122 

O.  M.  Poe  573 

Potter 401 

Preston    580 

Roberts   2,018 

Rose   1,017 

Russell  829 

Scripps  916 

Tappan    1,994 

Tilden 1,259 

Trowbridge 1,392 

Ungraded    72 

VanDyke 1,506 

Washmgton  Nor  .  1,724 

Webster 2,047 

Wilkins    41B 

Williams    1,751 

67742 
Central    Hi^    21,111 

W^estern   High    ...  5,192 

Eastern  High 3*263 

Total   97,308 


l^roU- 
It. 


85 

495 

45 

70 

80 

60 

60 

240 

70 

480 

1x8 

75 

332 

150 

40 

no 

135 
145 
120 

230 
428 

444 
290 
20 
250 
360 

554 
55 

250 


13,597 

1,677 

524 

320 

16,118 


UBBAKY  COKMISSIOll  ftWOmT  OF  IfOI.  41 


APPENDIX  C. 


lABkhat  Staff. 


Librarian  Hknky  M.  Utiat 

First  Assistant  Librarian Luchn  B.  Gilmors 

Second  Assistant  Librarian Saxah  A.  CocHRAMfe 

Third  Assistant  Librarian Helen  C.  Bates 

Librarian,  Branch  i   Maky  MvLKt 

Librarian,  Branch  2 ^ Roy  Patten 

Librarian,  Branch  3  Bessie  B.  Bbow 

Assistant,  Branch  3 Emil  AdiX 

Librarian's  Secretary   Geeteude  Lbb 

Book  Committee's  Secretary Helen  C  Bates 

Superintendent,    Catalogue  Department  Sabah  A.  Cocheane 

Assistants,  Catalogue  Department: 

Marie  Ganley^  Agnes  Walls,  Geacib  B.  Krum,  Isa  L.  Pabtgh. 

Superintendent,  Reference  Department Lizzie  Hurst 

Assistants,  Reference  Department.  .Louisa  Conover,  Rosalie  Mumfosb 

Superintendent  Circulating  Department  Helen  T.  Kellrt 

t>eputy  Superintendent,  Circulating  Department Aniela  B.  Porat 

Assistants,  Circulating  Department: 

Sarah  E.  Doll,  Lolue  Boshnlein,  Mabel  J.  Ramsay,  Alice  H. 
Wright,  Susie  Edwards,  Fannie  Cintnss,  Helen  M.  Wam, 
Katherine  G.  Ling,  Zaida  M.  Adams,  Elizabeth  Nelson,  Grace 
Parker,  Ethel  S.  Murray,  Margaret  Myler,  Josephine 
O'Plynn. 

Superintendent  of  Branches Jessie  C.  Chase 

Superintendent,  Children's   Department  Mary  Cdnover 

Assistant,  Children's  Department Inez  A.  Gebr 

Superintendent,  Periodical   Department   Albert  S.  Winkler 

Assistant,  Periodical  Department  Belle  M.  Chaffee 

Absent  on  Leave  Mary  E.  Ladue,  Bessie  Manchester 

Temporary  Assistants  and  Substitutes: 

Rjhoda  p.  Farquharson,  Carrie  C.  Sterling. 

Messengers  and  Pages: 

Cass  Chase^  Alfred  Cousino,  Chas.  D.  Cameron,  Charles  Tor- 
rey,  Harry  McIntyre,  Harry  Webber,  Arthur  Pearsall,  Rex 
Lee. 
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APPENDIX  D. 


Following  is  a  statement  of  gifts  to  the  Library  showing  the 
names  and  dcxiors  and  the  number  of  bound  volumes  and  pao^Ai- 
lets  given  by  each : 

V«|s*  Pluttph. 

Aix-la-Chapelle,  France,  Bath.  Director  of i 

Alger,  Gen.  R.  A.,  Detroit i 

Amberg,  Dr.  Emil,  Detroit 8 

American  Congregational  Association 3 

American  Dermatological  Associatioa   i 

American  Electrician  Company,  N.  Y i 

American  Free  Trade  League i 

American  Irish  Historical  Society i 

American  Laryngological  Association 2 

American  Printing  House  for  Blind.  Louisville a 

American  Swedenhorgian  Ptg.  &  Publishing  Society.  .4 

Amiraux,  Frank,  Patersoo,  N.  J i 

Anderson,  Dr.  W.  S.,  Detroit 2 

Arbitration  Conference,  Lake  Moboak  i 

Archer,  Ruby,  Kansas  City,  Mo i 

Argentine    Republic    i 

Aronstam,  Dr.  N.  E.,  Detroit i  7 

Balch,  T.  W.,  Philadelphia.... i 

Becelaere,  Dr.  J.  V.,  Detroit 533 

Beer.  Wm.,  New  Orleans a 

Bemis,  E.  W.,  Cleveland i 

Biddle,  Dr.  A.  P.,  Detroit   9  43 

Blue  Anchor  Society.  N.  Y i 

Bonning,  Dr.  Carl,  Detroit 20 

Booth,  George  C,  Detroit i 

Boston  Board  of  Health  2 

Boston  Book  Company 

Boston  Record  Commission i 

Bowen,  Herbert,  Detroit  122 

Bramhall,  F.  J.,  Chicago i 

Breisacher,  Dr.  L.,  Detroit 250 

British  Pharmaceutical  Association,  London 4 

Broomfield,  James  P.,  Detroit i 

Brown,  Mrs.  Frances  B 355  163 

Brown,  Jean  Parkman,  Boston  i 

Browne,  T.  B.,  London,  Eng i 

Brymner,  D.,  Ottawa i 

Buffalo  Charity  Organization  Society 

Buhlker  Hill  Monument  Association i 

Burr,  Dr.  C  B.,  Flint i 

Burton,  C.  M.,  Detroit i 

Cahn,  Wambold  &  Co.,  Chicago i 

California  Labor  Bureau 
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VoU.  Punph. 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  City  of  i 

Campbell,  Dr.  Don  M.,  Detroit 6 

Canada,  Department  of  Agriculture i  3 

Canada,  Geological  Survey  i  2 

Canada,  Royal  Society  of i 

Carnegie  Institute,  Pittsburg  i 

Carrier,  Dr.  A.  £.,  Detroit 6 

Carstens,  Dr.  J.  H 427 

Cassier  Magazine  Co.,  N.  Y i 

Catholic  Free  Publishing  Society  for  the  Blind,  N.  Y.      3 

Chicago  Civil  Service  Commission  i 

Chicago,    Commission   of   Public   Works 2 

Chicago  Municipal  Library   4 

Clark,  C.  C.  P.,  New  York i 

Cohen,  Dr.  S.  S.,  Philadelphia 3 

Colbum,   Mary  S.,  Detroit i  103 

Connecticut  Board  of  Health i 

Connecticut  Labor  Bureau  i 

Connor,  Dr.  L.,  Detroit  7 

Coots,  Walter  H.,  Detroit  47  4 

Coubertin,  Baron  Pierre  de,  Paris i 

Crispin,  Thomas.  Detroit  i 

Curtis,  F.  C,  Albany 13 

Deering  Harvester  Co.,  Chicago i 

Detroit  Association  of  Charities 

Detroit  Board  of  Education 2 

Detroit  Chy  Qerk  i 

Detroit  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Detroit  Commission  of  Parks  and  Boulevards i 

Detroit  Council'  of  Trades 

Detroit  Recorder's  Court   

Douglas,  Dr.  Charles,  Detroit 4 

Duffield,   Dr.   George,   Detroit 1.746 

Eby,  John  F.,  Detroit  i 

Evening  News  Association,  Detroit 37 

Ferry,  D.  M.,  Detroit i 

Field  Columbkii   Museum,   Chicago i 

Friends'  Peace  Association,  Philadelphia 

Friends'  Yearly  Meeting,  Philadelphia 

FronczakL  Dr.  F.  E.,  BuflFalo 2 

Frothingham,  Dr.  G.  E.,  Detroit 2 

Fuchs,  W.  C,  Chicago  i 

Gillman,  Dr.  R.  W.,  Detroit 2 

Goux,  Dr.  Louis,  Detroit 24 

Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  A.  F.  &  A.  M i 

Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  Board  of  Education i 

Great  Britain,  Patent  Office  4 

Green,  James,  Worcester  2 

Green,  S.  A.^  Boston ..  162 

Green    S.  S.,  Worcester . .  i 

Hamilton,  Mrs.  I.  S.,  Tecumseh   2 

Harriston,  Ontario,  Tribune  Printing  House i 

Hart,  Jerome  A.,  San  Francisco i 

Hartz,  Dr.  J.  H,,  Detroit 35 
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Heath  &  Company,  D.  C,  New  York 

Hickey,  Dr.  P.  M.,  Detroit 

Hitchcock,  Dr.  C.  W.,  Detroit 

Huff,  R.  D.,  Detroit 

Illinois  Labor  Bureau  

Illinois  State  Penitentiary   

Indian  Rights  Association,   Philadelphia 

Indiana  State  Medical  Society 

International  Committee,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  New  York 

Iowa  Geological  Survey  

Iowa  State  Normal  Schod 

January,   William    L.,    Detroit 
ennings.  Dr.  C.  G.,  Detroit 

Johnson,  C.  W.,  Minneapolis 

Judson,  Dr.  A.  B.,  New  York 

Kansas  Academy  of  Science  

Kansas  Board  of  Agriculture 

Keep,  Miss  Helen,  Detfx>it 

Kendrick,  Mrs.  George  N.,  Philadelphia 

Kentucky  Institute  for  the  Blind,   Louisville   

King,  Horatio  C,  New  York 

Knopf,  S.  A 

Larrabee,  William,  Germont,  Iowa   

Lauer,  Solon,  Geveland  

Leipsiger,  Henry  M.,  New  York 

Lemcke,  E.  EL  New  York  

Leonard,  Dr.  C.  H.,  Detroit 

Livingstone,    William,    Detroit 

Longyear,  Dr.  H.  W.,  Detroit 

McGraw,  Dr.  T.  A.,  Detroit  

MacMillan,   Dr.   James  A.,  Detroit    

McMillan,  Hon.  James  

Mack,  Edwin  F.,  Chicago  | 

Maine  Labor  Bureau  

Mann,  Dr.  F.  W.,  Detroit 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Charities  

Massachusetts  Board  of  Health  

Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of  

Massachusetts  Labor  Bureau   

Mayor,  J.  E.  B.,  Cambridge,  England  

Medical  Counsellor  Pub.  Qub,  Detroit 

Metcalf,  Dr.  Wm.  F.,  Detroit 

Michigan  Bankers'  Association,  Detroit  

Michigan  Board  of  Charities   

Michigan  Department  of  Public  Instruction   

Milwaukee  City  Service  Commission   

Minneapolis  Park  Board   

Minnesota  Geological  Survey 

Montana,  Bureau  of  Agriculture   

Moon,  Robert  C,  Philadelphia  

Mulheron,   Dr.   Hugh,   Detroit    

National  Educational  Association  

Nebraska  Labor  Bureau    
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Vol*.  Punph. 

Newcomb,  H.  T.,  Philadelphia  I 

New  Hampshire  Historical  Society t 

New  Jersey  Geological  Survey i  i 

New  Jersey  State  Home  for  Girls I 

New  Jersey  State  Prison  I 

New  York  City  Department  of  Education  I 

New  York  Farmers   I 

New  York  Historical   Association    I 

New  York  Juvenile  Asylum  I 

New  York  Labor  Bureau  4  2 

New  York  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art I 

New  York  Reform  Qub    t 

Noble,  G.  H.,  M.  D.,  Atlanta I 

Ogilvie   Publishing  Company,  N.   Y i 

Ohio  Labor  Bureau  i 

O'Neil,  Desmond,  Boston   I 

Otological  Congress,  International,  London  i 

Parker,  Dr.  D.  R.,  Detroit   16 

Pennsylvania  Prison  Society I 

Philadelphia   College  of  Physicians   i 

Providence  Record  Commissioners I 

Randolph,  C.  F.,  New  York  i 

Rayon,  M.,  Chicago  i 

Rhode  Island  Board  of  Health   i 

Richardson,  Dr.  S.,  Detroit  i 

Rippcy,  Rev.  J.  N.,  Mt.  Pleasant i 

Robbins,  Dr.  F.  W.,  Detroit la 

Rosenbers;  L.  J.,  Detroit   5 

Safford,  Dr.  H.  K,  Detroit   a 

Saginaw  Art  Club  6 

Samuel,   B.,   Philadelphia    i 

Sartwell,    G.    B.,   Detroit    31 

Schmid,  John  A.,  City  Clerk,  Detroit i 

See,  James  W.,  Hamilton,  Ont I 

Shsicespeare  Society  of  Philadelphia 

Sherrill,  Dr.  E.  S.,  Detroit 

Shurley,  Dr.  B.  R.,  Detroit 

Shurley,  Dr.  E.  L.,  Detroit 34 

Silk  Association  of  America,  New  York i  i 

Sill,  Dr.  Joseph,  Detroit 9 

Skinner,  Mrs.  H.  W.,  Detroit i 

Smith,  Gen.  W.  F.,  Philadelphia i 

Stephenson,  W.  F.  H.,  Buffalo i 

Swan,  Charles  H.,  Jr.,  New  York i 

Tappey,  Dr.  E.  T.,  Detroit la 

Thompson,  William  B.,  Detroit I 

Tibbals,  Dr.  F.  B.,  Detroit 5t 

Toledo  Park  Board i 

United  States  Government : 

Board  of  iGeographic  Names i 

Bureau  of  American  Republics I 

Bureau  of  Census  z  6S 


^ 
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Bureau  of  Education 3 

Bureau  of  Labor 2  3 

Bureau  of  Life  Saving  Service i 

Bureau  of  Weather 2 

Civil  Service  Commission i 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 4  20 

Department  of  Agriculture  3  a 

Department  of  Interior 2  3? 

Department  of  Navy 3  i 

Department  of  State 8  8 

Department  of  Treasury 5  10 

Department  of  War  3  2 

Geological  Survey  4 

Interstate  Commerce 2 

Patents  4  i 

Smithsonian  Institution  4 

Superintendent  of  Documents  220  24 

University  Qub,  New  York z 

Unknown 2  2 

Van  den  Driesscbe,  Rev.  A.,  Detroit i 

Van  Marken,  J.  C,  Delft,  Holland i 

Wagner,  Henry  W.  D.,  Denver 4 

Walker,  Dr.  F.  B.,  Detroit ly 

Walker,  Dr.  H.  O.,  Detroit 13 

Walker,  Dr.  T.,  Detroit 4  142 

Warner  &  Swasey,  Qeveland i 

Warren,  Dr.  Wadsworth,  Detroit 16 

Warren,  William  M.,  Detroit 3 

Washington  Monument  Association,  Washington i 

Wayne  County,  Mich.,  Superintendents  of  Poor i 

Wight,  Mrs.  H.  A.,  Detroit Portrait  of  Burlingame 

Williams,  W.  H,,  East  Liverpool,  Ont i 

Wisconsin  Commission  of  Fisheries i 

Wisconsin  Department  of  Education 3 

Wisconsin  Historical  Society  3  i 

Worcester,  Dean  C,  Philippme  Conunission,  Manila. . .     i 

Yates,  Dr.  H.  W.,  Detroit 11 

Zubiam,  Dr.  J.  B.,  Buenos  Ayres -  i 

Colleges  and  Universities: 

Amherst  College  i 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology i 

Bowdoin  College  i 

California,  University  of i  i 

Chicago,  University  of i 

Clark  University a 

•Columbia  University  i  i 

Cornell  University 2 

Dartmouth  College  i 

Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia  i 

Georgetown  University  i 

Harvard  University i 

Iowa,  University  of i 
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Kalamazoo  G>llege  i 

Ldand  Stanford,  Jr.,  University 3 

McGill  University  6 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology i 

Michigan  University i  a 

Mt  Holyoke  College i 

Northwestern  University i 

Pennsylvania,  University  of 3  18 

Princeton  University  a 

Tulane  University i 

Utah,  Agricultural  College  of i 

Vermont,  University  of i 

Wisconsin,  Universi^  of a 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institution i 

Yale  University  4  a 

Libraries : 

Alameda,  California,  Public  Library 4 

Allegheny,  Carnegie  Library i 

Amherst  College  Library a 

Ashton-under-Ljme,  £ng.,  Heginbottom  Free  Library. ...  i 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt  library i 

Birmingham,  Eng.,  Free  library a 

Boston  General  Theological  Library i 

Boston  Public  Library i  a 

Bowdoin  College  Library 3 

Brockton,  Mass.,  Public  library i 

Brookline,  Mass.,  Public  Library 7 

Brooklyn,  Pratt  Institute  Library i 

Brooklyn  Public  Library 3 

Brown  University  Library i 

Buffalo,  Grosvenor  Library a 

Buffalo  Public  Library  i 

Burlington,  Illinois,  Public  Library i 

Burlington,  Vermont,  Fletcher  Library i 

California,  University  of,  Library i 

Cardiff,  Wales,  Public  Library i 

Chicago,  John  Crerar  Library i 

Chicago,  Newberry  Library i 

Chicago  Public  library a 

Chrisdania,  Norway,  Royal  University  library i 

Cincinnati  Public  Library 7 

Cleveland  Public  Library i 

Columbus,  Ohio,  Public  Library i 

Croyden,  Eng.,  Public  library i 

Dayton,  Ohio,  Public  library 4 

Eau  Qairc,  Wis.,  Public  library a 

Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,  Public  library . .  i 

Erie  Public  Library i 

Evanston,  111.,  Public  Library i 

Finsbury,  Eng^  Public  library i 

Gcrmantown,  Friends  Free  Library a 

Glovcrsville,  N.  Y.,  Free  Library i 
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Vols.  Famph* 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Library 

Great  Yarmouth,  Eng.,  Public  Library 

Hertford  Public  Library , 

Harvard  University  Library 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

Helena,  Montana,  Public  Library 

Iowa  Masonic  Library 

Jersey  City  Public  Library 

Kansas  City  Public  Library 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Public  Library : . 

Leyton,  Eng.,  Public  Library 

London,  Fulham  Public  Library i 

London,  Eng.,  St.  Bride  Foundation  Institute  Library. .     . . 

London,  Ont.,  Public  Library I 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

McGill  University  Library « 

Manchester,  Eng.,  Ptblic  Library 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public  Library 9 

Michigan  State  Library 39  60 

Michigan,  University  of,  Library 

Milwaukee  Public  Library 

Minneapolis  Public  Library I 

Muskegon,  Hackley  Public  Library i 

Newark  Public  Library 

Newburgh,  New  York,  Fr^  Library 

Newton,  Mass.,  Public  Library , 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Public  Library 10 

New  Haven,  Yale  University  Library 

New  Jersey  State  Library 2 

New  London,  "Conn.,  Public  Library 

New  Orleans,  Fisk  Free  Library 

New  South  Wales  Public  Library 

New  York  City  Free  Circulating  Library 

New  York  City  Mercantile  Litxrary 

New  York  City  Public  Library i 

New  York  City  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Library i 

New  York  General  Society  of  Mechanics,  etc 

New  York  Maimonides  Free  Library 

New  York  State  Library 6 

New  York,  Washington  Heights  Free  Library 

Northampton,  Mass.,  Forbes  Library 

Oberlin  College  Library 

Omaha  Public  Library 

Pasadena  Public  Library 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  Public  Library 

Peoria  Public  Library 

Philadelphia  Apprentices'  Library 

Philadelphia  City  Institute  Library 

Philadelphia  Free  Library , 

Philadelphia  Library  Company 

Philadelphia  Mercantile  Library 

Pittsburgh,  Carnegie  Library 
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Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Berkshire  Athenaeum 3 

Portland,  Oregon,  Public  Library 8 

Portsmouth,  Eng.,  Public  Library i 

Poughkeepsie,  Adriance  Library x 

Princeton  University  Library i 

Providence  Athenaeum  Library 2 

Providence  Public  Library 9 

Quincy,  111.,  Public  Librsuy i 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Public  Library i 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library •. i 

St.  Paul  Public  Library 2 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library to 

San  Francisco,  Mechanics'   Institute 5 

San  Francisco  Public  Library 12 

Scranton   Public   Library i 

Seattle  Public  Library i 

Somerville,  Mass.,  Public  Library i 

Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library 10 

Syracuse  Public  Library i 

Tacoma  Public  Library 4 

Taunton,  Mass.,  Public  Library i 

Tokyo  Imperial  Library  i 

Toronto  Public  Library 2 

Warren  County,  111.,  Library 3 

Washington,  Library  of  Congress 5  3 

Waterbury,  Conn.,  Bronson  Library i 

Westfield  Athenaeum  Library i 

Wilkes-Barre  Osterhout  Library 8 

Wilmington,  Del.,  Institute  Library i 

Windsor,  Ont,  PnUic  Library i 

Worcester  Co.,  Law  Library 3 

Worcester  Public  Library i 

Total    1,154  6,300 
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Volt.  Pftmph, 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Library , 

Great  Yarmouth,  Eng.,  Public  Library , 

Hertford  Public  Library 

Harvard  University  Library , 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

Helena,  Montana,  Public  Library 

Iowa  Masonic  Library , 

Jersey  City  Public  Library 

Kansas  City  Public  Library 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Public  Library : .  3 

Leyton,  Eng.,  Public  Library I 

London,  Fulham  Public  Library i 

London,  Eng.,  St.  Bride  Founc^ation  Institute  Library. ...  3 

London,  Ont,  Public  Library I 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library 9 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Public  Library i 

McGill  University  Library 6 

Manchester,  Eng.,  Public  Library , 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public  Library 

Michigan  State  Library 39  60 

Michigan,  University  of,  Library — 

Milwaukee  Public  Library 

Minneapolis  Public  Library I 

Muskegon,  Hackley  Public  Library I 

Newark  Public  Library 

Newburgh,  New  York,  Frfee  Library 

Newton,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Public  Library lo 

New  Haven,  Yale  University  Library 

New  Jersey  State  Library 2 

New  London,  IConn.,  Public  Library 

New  Orleans,  Fisk  Free  Library 

New  South  Wales  Public  Library 

New  York  City  Free  Circulating  Library 

New  York  City  Mercantile  Library 

New  York  City  Public  Library i 

New  York  City  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Library... i 

New  York  General  Society  of  Mechanics,  etc 

New  York  Maimonides  Free  Library 

New  York  State  Library 6 

New  York,  Washington  Heights  Free  Library 

Northampton,  Mass.,  Forbes  Library 

Oberlin  College  Library 

Omaha  Public  Library 4 

Pasadena  Public  Library s 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  Public  Library 3 

Peoria  Public  Library 4 

Philadelphia  Apprentices*  Library i 

Philadelphia  City  Institute  Library I 

Philadelphia  Free  Library a 

Philadelphia  Library  Company a 

Philadelphia  Mercantile  Library 4 

Pittsburgh,  Carnegie  Library 4 
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Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Berkshire  Atfaenaettm 3 

Portland,  Oregon,  Public  Library 8 

Portsmouth,  Eng.,  Public  Library i 

Poughkeepsie,  Adriance  Library i 

Princeton  University  Library i 

Providence  Athenaeum  Libraiy 2 

Providence  Public  Library 9 

Qnincy,  111.,  Public  Library i 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Public  Library i 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library •. i 

St.  Paul  Public  Library 2 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library to 

San  Francisco,  Mechanics'  Institute 5 

San  Francisco  Public  Library 12 

Scranton   Public   Library i 

Seattle  Public  Library i 

Somerville,  Mass.,  Public  Library X 

Springfield,  Mass^  City  Library 10 

Syracuse  Public  library i 

Tacoma  Public  Library 4 

Taunton,  Mass.,  Public  Library i 

Tokyo  Imperial  Library  i 

Toronto  Public  Library 2 

Warren  County,  111.,  Library 3 

Washington,  Library  of  Congress 5  3 

Waterbury,  Conn.,  Bronson  Library i 

Westfield   Athenaeum   Library i 

Wilkes-Barre  Osterhout  Library 8 

Wilmington,  Del.,  Institute  Library i 

Windsor,  Ont,  Public  Library i 

Worcester  Co.,  Law  Library 3 

Worcester  Public  Library i 

Total    1,154  6,300 
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Wm.  Gbaham  PBonrniG  Co., 
42  West  GongTMi  St., 

XyBTBOXT* 


BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS 


OF  THE 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  OF  DETROIT.  1902 


Members 

John   S.  Gray, 
John  E.  Clark.  M   D., 
Maynard  D.  Foujn,    " 
James  E.   Scripps^ 
George  Osius, 
Eugene  A.  Brsslir, 
Edward  F.  Marschner, 


Address  Term  Expires 

-  37  E.  Woodbridge  Street,    Jan.  i,  1903 

-  18  John  R.  Street,         -      -      "      1904 

-  104  /Jefferson   Avenue,         -      **      1905 

-  598  Trumbull  Avenue.         -      "      1906 

-  322   Field   Avenue,  -      **      1907 

-  22    Lafayette   Avenue,   -      -      "      1908 

-  680  Meldrum  Avenue  (ex-oMcio). 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION,  1902 


John  S.  Gray,    -  -       - 

John  £.  Clark,  ... 
George  Osius,  .... 
Wm.  B.  Thompson  (ex-ofUcio) 


President 

Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 

On  Administration — Messrs.  Clark,  Osius,  Scripps. 

On  Books — Messrs.  Folun,  Scripps,  Osius,  Bresler. 

On  Finance — Messrs.  Clark,  Marschner,  Bresler. 


Librarian  and  Superintendent 
Henry  M.  Utley. 


BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS 


OF  THE 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  OF  DETROIT,  1003 


Members 

John  £.  Clark^  M.,  D., 
Maynasd  D.  Folun, 
James  E.  Scripps, 
George  Osius, 
Eugene  A.  Bresler, 
Sidney  T.  Miller, 
LuMus  C.  Newton,  M.  D., 


Address 

Term 

Expires 

608  Arcade. 

- 

Jan  I,  1904 

104  Jefferson  Avenue, 

- 

"       1905 

598  Trumbull  Avenue, 

- 

1906 

322  Field  Avenue, 

- 

"        1907 

22  Lafayette  Avenue, 

- 

"       1908 

20  Bank  Chambers, 

- 

"       1909 

555  Second  Avenue  (ex-cMcio). 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  COMMISSION,  1903 


John  E.  Clark,  M.  D.,    - 
James  E.   Scripps, 
Maynard  D.    Folun, 
Wm.  B.  Thompson  (ex-oMcio) 


President 

Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 


STANDING  COMMITTEES,  1903 

On  Administration — Messrs.  Osius,  Scripps,  Bresler. 

On  Books — Messrs.  Follin,  Scripps,  Bresler,  Osius. 
On  Finance — Messrs.  Miller,  Follin,  Newton. 
Special — Messrs.  Clark,  Miller. 


Librarian  and  Superintendent 
Henry  M.  Utley. 


LIBRARIES 

Central,  Gratiot  Avenue,  between  Farmer  and  Farrar  Streets. 
Telephones — Administration    Dept.,    Main    1J33; 
Book   Dept.,  Main  3416. 

Bkanch  I,  Central  High  School,  Warren  Avenue,  Corner  of  Cass  Avenue. 
Telephone,  Grand  2127. 

Branch  2,  Harris  School,  Pulford,  comer  of  Ellery  Street. 
Telephone,  Gratiot  68. 

Branch  3,  Western  High  School,  Scotten  Avenue,  near  Porter  Street 
Telephone,  West  938. 


DETROIT  LIBRARY  COMMISSIONERS 


Elected  Members.   Presidents  in  small  caps. 


I^Campbell,   James   V 1881-89 

Chesebrough,   Alfred    1881-85 

fKiefer,    Hermann    1881-83 

Lewis,  Alexander    1881-87 

tLothrop,  George  V.  N....  1881-85 
*Wilkins,    William    D 1881-82 

Barbour,  Levi  L 1882-89 

*Butzel,   Magnus    1883-1900 

Bowen,   Herbert    1885-97 

tMarsh,   Joseph   A 1885-86 

HosMER,  George  S 1886-96 


Willis,   Richard   Storrs  ...  1888-99 

Harmon,  Henry  A 1889-98 

Conely,    Edwin    F 1891  95 

Leonard,   C.   Henri 1896- 1901 

Gray,  John  S 1897-1902 

Clark,   John   E 18^ 

Follin,    Majrnard    D 1899- 

Scripps,   James   E 1900- 

Osius,    George    190a 

Bresler,   Eugene  A 1902- 

Miller   Sidney  T 1903- 


EX-OFFICIO  MEMBERS 


♦Fimane,    Michael    

Angell,  George  R 

Warner,  Carlos  E 

Walker,   Charles   I 

Gartner,  George  

Harmon,  Henry  A 

Moore,  William  V 

Voigt,  William,  Jr 

Adair,   William    ..1890-91, 
Hoyt,  Benjamin  R 

*Died  in  office. 
tResigned. 


. . .  1881        Secley.   James    W '893-94 

1881-82       Clark,  John  E 1894-96 

1882-83       Pitkin,  Caleb  S 1896-97 

1883-85     tCraig,    Thomas    G 1897 

1885-86  McGregor,   William   H....  1897-98 

1886-87       Henderson,  Thomas   1898-99 

1887-89       Smith,   Horace  G 1899-1900 

1889-90  Marschner,    Edward    F..  1900- 1902 

1892-93       Newton,  Lumus  C 1902- 

1891-92 


THE  LIBRARY  STAFF 

Librarian Henry   M.   Utlsy 

First  Assistant  Librarian Lucien  B.  Gilmoie 

Second  Assistant  Librarian Sarah  A.  Cochrane 

Third  Assistant  Librarian , Helen  C.  Bates 

Librarian,  Branch  i Mary  Mylbr 

Librarian,  Branch  2 Roy  Patten 

Librarian,  Branch  3 Bessie   B.    Brow 

Assistant,  Branch  3 Emh.  Amx 

Librarian's  Secretary Gertrude  Lee 

Book  Committee's  Secretary Helen  C.  Bates 

Superintendent,  Catalogue  Department Sarah  A.  Cochrane 

Assistants,  Catalogue  Department: 

Marie  Ganley,  Agnes  Walls,  Gracie  B.  Krum,  Isa  L.  Partch 

Superintendent,  Reference  Department Lizzie  Hurst 

Assistants,  Reference  Department Katharine  G.  Ling,  Inez  A.  Geer 

Superintendent,  Circulating  Department Helen  T.  Kelley 

Deputy  Superintendent,  Circulating  Department Aniela  B.  Poray 

Assistants,  Circulating  Department  .-  . 

Sarah  £.  Doll^  Lollie  Boehnlein,  Mabel  J.  Ramsay,  Alice  H. 
Wright,  Susie  Edwards,  Fannie  Curtiss,  Helen  M.  Ward, 
Zaida  M.  Adams^  Euzabbth  Nelson,  Grace  Parker,  Ethel  S« 
Murray,  Margaret  Myler,  Belle  M.  Chaffee,  Josephine 
O'Flynn,  Rhoda  p.  Farquharson.  .. 

Superintendent  of  Branches Jessie  C.  Chase 

Superintendent,  Children's  Department Mary  Conover 

Assistant,  Children's  Department Agnes  Savage 

Superintendent,  Periodical  Department Albert  S.  Winkler 

Assistant,  Periodical  Department Harry  Webber 

Absent  on  Leave Rosalie  Mumford 

Substitute Florence   B.    Seymour 

Messengers  and  Pages : 

Cass  Chase,  Alfred  Cousino,  Norman  Brush,  Fred  Goodell,  Fred 
WiLMOT,  Harry  Levene,  Edwin  DesCamp,  Edward  Noah. 


JOHN     S.    ORAY 

PmaiocNT.  1*03 


Report  of  the  President. 


To  the  Board  of  Education: 

In  compliance  with  the  requirement  that  an  annual  report 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Public  Library  be  submitted  to  you — 
accompanying  this  will  be  found  detailed  reports  of  the  Sec- 
retary and  Librarian.  From  these  permit  me  to  especially 
call  attention  to  the  following  figures: 

1901  1902 

Number  of  books  in  library 174425         179,740 

Number  of  new  books  added,  net 8,631  5>3i5 

Home   circulation  of  books 5ii>92i        534*933 

Reference  use  of  books 654,293        712,776 

Home  circulation  of  books  from  branches    61,272  76488 

Addition  of  new  books  has  been  largely  curtailed  during 
the  year,  as  explained  below,  by  reason  of  financial  difficulty. 
The  total  circulation  of  the  library  has  increased  for  the  year 
only  about  42/3  per  cent,  due  largely  to  the  overcrowded 
condition  of  the  Central  Library,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  circulation  of  the  branches  for  home  reading  has 
increased  nearly  50  per  cent.  Further  comment  seems  un- 
necessary on  that  point. 

The  financial  statement  shows  a  balance  from  last  year  of 
$40,979.82,  but  as  $38,757.04  is  tied  up  in  the  failed  City  Sav- 
ings Bank,  there  is  available  only $2,222  78 

Amount  from  city  taxation  is 57>i27  16 

From  Court  fines 3,347  45 

Library  fines    1,619  80 

Other  sources    634  01 

Total    $64,951  20 

Total  expenditures   45»547  43 

Total   available   balance $19403  77 

This  balance,  as  compared  with  that  of  last  year,  shows  a 
deficiency  of  $21,576.05.    It  is  true  $9,500  of  that  balance  was 
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held  as  "Library  building  fund,"  and  that  $13,076.05  is  the 
actual  deficiency  in  general  library  funds. 

As  noted  by  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Carnegie  had  signified 
his  willingness  to  advance  money  for  the  erection  of  one  or 
more  branch  libraries,  without  waiting  for  the  result  of  the 
popular  vote,  but  asked  simply  that  the  Common  Council 
pass  a  resolution  submitting  to  the  electors  at  the  next  gen- 
eral election,  as  required  by  law,  the  question  of  issuing  bonds 
of  the  city  for  the  purchase  of  Library  sites.  The  Commis- 
sion acccM-dingly,  appreciating  the  great  need  of  an  Eastern 
branch,  early  in  January  selected  a  site  on  Gratiot  Avenue, 
intending  to  pay  for  it,  as  advised  by  Corporation  Counsel, 
with  the  funds  designed  for  improvement  of  the  Central 
Library  building,  amounting  to  $9,500.  The  Committee  of 
the  Common  Council,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  as 
above  stated,  had  agreed  to  report  in  favor  of  its  adoption, 
and  the  Commission  only  awaited  its  passage  to  complete  the 
purchase  of  the  Eastern  site. 

For  some  unknown  reason,  the  Common  Council  failed  to 
act  promptly  on  the  resolution,  though  urged  from  time  to 
time  by  our  Committee  to  do  so.  In  this  delayed  condition, 
matters  stood  on  February  10,  when  the  City  Savings  Bank 
failed,  with  the  entire  funds  of  the  Public  Library,  amounting 
to  $38,757.04,  tied  up  indefinitely.  The  purchase  of  the  East- 
em  site  was  of  necessity  abandoned  for  the  time  being,  and 
attention  directed  to  furnishing  funds  for  immediate  expenses. 
By  an  arrangement  of  certain  banks  equally  contributing, 
loans  were  made  at  4  per  cent,  per  annum,  as  follows :  March 
24,  $3,000;  April  4,  $5,000,  and  June  20,  $4,500,  or  $12,500  in 
all.  On  September  4,  Wm.  B.  Thompson,  City  Treasurer, 
reported  that  he  had  paid  these  loans  and  also  the  item  of 
$137.58  in  interest.  A  conference  on  that  date  with  your 
Committee  on  Finance,  consisting  of  Messrs,  Marr,  Toden- 
bier  and  Smith,  resulted  later  on  in  an  arrangement  with  the 
City  Treasurer,  by  which  funds  shall  be  held  in  the  City 
Treasury  and  withdrawn  in  sums  approximating  each  month's 
requirements. 

By  adoption  of  this  means  of  care  for  the  funds,  the  library 
is  the  recipient  of  interest  on  all  amounts  to  its  credit  in  the 
City  Treasury,  and  is  relieved  of  the  risk  of  having  a  treasurer 
of  its  own,  which  has  recently  resulted  so  disastrously. 

The  loss  of  $9,500,  held  for  purchase  of  the  Eastern  branch 
site,  and  of  $29,257.64  for  general  library  purposes,  made  it 
necessary  to  ask  for  a  special  appropriation. 
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The  affairs  of  the  Library,  always  conducted  on  the  most 
economical  basis,  permitted  of  little  cutting  in  expense.  The 
purchase  of  new  books  was  practically  suspended  and  the 
requested  appropriation  reduced  to  the  minimum.  The  sum 
asked — $9,500 — ^was  readily  granted  by  the  Common  Council 
and  Board  of  Estimates,  and  it  is  hoped  with  funds  now  avail- 
able, to  go  through  the  year  without  incurring  debt. 

The  delayed  resolution  of  the  Common  Council,  submitting 
to  the  electors  at  the  next  general  election,  the  subject  oif 
library  bonds,  was  finally  passed  in  time  for  the  election  on 
November  4th.  The  result  of  the  vote  is  hereby  given  by  the 
Board  of  City  Canvassers: 


"Detroit,  November  24,  1902. 

"In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  approved  March 
29th,  1901,  and  entitled  'An  act  to  incorporate  the  Detroit 
Library  Commission  and  to  provide  means  for  acquiring  land 
and  the  construction  of  a  Public  Library  Building,  or  Build- 
ings, thereon,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  same,'  the  Board 
of  City  Canvassers  hereby  certify  that  they  have  canvassed 
the  returns  of  the  votes  cast  at  the  election  held  on  the  4th 
day  of  November,  1902,  and  find  according  to  said  returns  the 
total  number  of  votes  cast  on  the  proposition  of  issuing  bonds 
to  have  been  twelve  thousand  three  hundred  and  four,  and 
they  were  cast  as  follows :  For  issuing  library  bonds :  Yes — 
Seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-four.  For  issuing 
library  bonds :  No— Four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty 
votes.  A  majority  of  said  votes  having  been  cast  in  favor  of 
the  proposition,  we  hereby  declare  the  same  to  have  prevailed. 

(Signed) 

Wm.  B.  Thompson. 
John  A.  Sen  mid. 
Albert  F.  Sellers  " 

The  Commission,  considering  the  long  delay  in  compli- 
ance with  Mr.  Carnegie's  wishes,  and  the  danger  of  losing  his 
gift  to  the  city,  at  once  advertised  for  sites  for  a  central  and 
five  branch  library  buildings.  Meantime  the  Board  of  Esti- 
mates met  to  consider  the  request  for  issuing  library  bonds 
to  the  amount  of  $500,000. 

There  being  considerable  opposition  to  the  project,  as  voted 
by  the  people,  an  adjournment  was  taken,  and  a  modified 


10  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  REPORT  OF   igQ2. 

proposition  on  the  part  of  this  Commission  was  presented,  in 
view  of  the  sentiment  against  issuance  of  so  large  an  amount 
of  bonds.  As  showing  the  mind  of  the  Commission  and  its 
anxiety  to  secure  to  the  city  Mr.  Carnegie's  gift,  that  propo- 
sition is  hereto  submitted: 

"Resolved,  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Detroit  Library  Com- 
mission that  in  case  an  uptown  site  is  selected  for  a  central 
library  building,  the  same  can  be  secured  on  Woodward  Ave- 
nue, between  Watson  and  Fredrick  Streets,  to  cost  not  over 
$100,000. 

"It  is,  however,  its  opinion  that  a  site  should  be  selected 
in  the  heart  of  the  city  near  Circus  Park,  where  satisfactory 
sites  have  been  offered,  the  cost  not  to  exceed  $380,000,  and 
the  latter  is  hereby  recommended  by  the  Library  Commission. 
It  further  recommends  the  purchase  of  five  sites  for  branch 

libraries,  their  cost  not  to  exceed $  75,000 

Also  to  provide  for  architects'  fees 37»SOO 

And  for  incidentals 7»500 

Total    $120,000" 

The  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Estimates,  to  whom  the 
above  was  first  submitted ,  recommended  the  issuance  of 
$155,000  library  bonds,  and  submitted  the  same  to  a  meeting 
of  the  Board,  held  Dec.  22nd.  This  proposition  was  lost  by 
a  vote  of  18  in  its  favor  and  17  opposed,  the  rules  of  the  Board 
requiring  a  majority  of  the  entire  Board,  or  20  votes,  in  favor. 
Thus  is  the  proffered  gift  of  the  most  munificent  sum  ever 
offered  the  city  held  in  the  balance,  with  every  prospect,  as 
matters  now  stand,  of  its  final  loss.  Further  action  of  the 
Commission  on  this  matter  is  for  the  present  suspended.  The 
increasing  use  of  the  Library  and  its  branches  would  seem 
to  make  it  plainly  apparent  that  provision  must  shortly  be 
made  for  the  demands  upon  it.  Those  who  have  put  up  the 
plea  of  economy,  against  the  acceptance  of  Mr.  Carnegie's 
gift  have  surely  done  so  witKout  consideration  of  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  situation,  and  the  fear  of  this  Commission  is  that 
when  these  opponents  realize  their  mistake,  it  may  be  too 
late,  and  the  tax-payers  may  have  to  provide  not  only  for 
sites,  but  buildings  as  well. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  S.  Gray, 
Detroit,  Dec.  31,  1902.  President. 
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Report  of  the  Secretary. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Libraty: 

Gentlemen — Inasmuch  as  the  very  complete  reports  of  the 
President  and  Librarian  give  you  detailed  information  on  the 
general  operative  condition  of  the  Library  and  its  work  during 
the  past  year,  I  follow  custom  and  confine  myself  in  the  Sec- 
retary's annual  report  mainly  to  summarizing  statistic  figures, 
thus  affording  a  convenient  and  comprehensive  review  of  the 
financial  status  of  the  Library  for  1902: 

REVENUES:  The  total  net  revenues  of  the  Library 
exceeded  those  of  last  year  by  $6,912.57,  and  included  $9,500.00 
granted  the  Commission  for  temporary  relief,  made  impera- 
tive by  the  failure  of  the  City  Savings  Bank  in  February,  1902. 
It  is  seen  therefore  that  the  normal  revenue  of  the  Library 
Commission  would  have  been  but  $47,627.16,  or  $2,587.43  less 
than  for  the  year  1901.  The  decrease  of  Court  fines  and  the 
entire  loss  of  the  usual  interest  on  daily  balances  heretofore 
carried  in  the  bank  are  partly  responsible  for  this  condition. 

DISBURSEMENTS:  The  disbursements  of  the  Library 
Commission  were  in  some  degree  influenced  by  the  unex- 
pected failure  of  the  Commission's  bank  depository. 

A  temporary  policy  of  enforced  and  extraordinary  economy 
was  particularly  exercised  in  the  purchase  of  books.  This 
item  is  nearly  50  per  cent,  lower  than  of  the  preceding 
year.  The  reduction  of  16  per  cent,  on  expenditure  for  binding 
is  attributable  to  the  same  cause. 

An  explanation  for  the  past  year's  increase  or  decrease  of 
some  of  the  more  prominent  items  may  be  found  in  the  fol- 
lowing : 

FUEL  was  contracted  for  only  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
thus  far  the  subsequent  purchases  have  been  made  at  an 
advance  of  nearly  75  per  cent,  over  the  first  contract  price. 

INSURANCE :  While  the  entire  line  of  insurance  had  to 
be  increased,  an  advance  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  former  rate 
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was  charged,  and  this,  together  with  renewing  the  policies  for 
a  term  of  years,  accounts  for  a  much  larger  expenditure  over 
the  preceding  year. 

INTEREST:  This  item,  exceptional  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Library  Commission's  affairs,  became  an  involun- 
tary expenditure  because  of  loans  which  were  advanced  by 
the  city  depositor's  bank  at  4  per  cent,  per  annum  for  main- 
tenance of  the  Library  until  that  time  when  its  portion  of 
taxes  became  available. 

Several  of  the  items  in  the  subjoined  detailed  statement  of 
expenses  show  a  decrease.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  that 
for  "Labor  and  Supplies/'  which  amounts  to  35  per  cent.  In 
the  previous  year  a  considerable  sum  was  spent  in  improving 
the  grounds  about  the  building  and  setting  out  trees  and 
shrubbery.  The  expenditure  for  "Salaries  and  janitor  ser- 
vices" has  practically  remained  as  last  year. 

The  total  expenditure  for  1902  has  been  nearly  14  per  cent 
less  than  during  1901  by  force  of  circumstances  and  not  be- 
cause former  disbursements  had  proved  imprudent  or  extra- 
vagant. 

The  attached  financial  statement,  taken  from  the  books  of 
the  Commission,  may  serve  as  detailed  accounts  of  receipts 
and  disbursements  for  1902: 

Balance  on  hand  January  i,  1902 $40>979  ^ 

Receipts. 

From  City  Treasurer: 

City   taxes,    1901 $  4,988  51 

City  Uxcs,  1902 52,138  6s 

57,127  16 

From  County  Treasurer,  fines  and  penalties 3.347  45 

Interest  on  daily  balances 217  07 

Library  fines    1,619  80 

Lost  books   119  68 

Catalogs   sold    50  65 

Books    sold    218  81 

Old  paper  sold 22  20 

Rebate   5  60 

Total  receipts $103,708  24 

Total  disbursements,  as  per  table  following 45»547  43 

Balance  on  hand  December  31,   1902 58,160  81 

Claim  in  hands  of  Receiver  of  City  Bank 38,757  04 

Cash  in  treasury,  December  31,  IQ02 $19403  77 
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The  Library's  share  of  the  city  tax  levy  of  1902,  as  yet 
uncollected,  and  court  fines  soon  to  be  distributed,  will  suffi- 
ciently increase  the  Library's  fund  on  hand  so  as  to  defray 
all  necessary  disbursements,  until  the  returns  from  taxes  for 
the  ensuing  year  will  be  available. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

George  Osius, 

Secretary, 
Detroit,  January  31,  1903. 
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Report  of  the  Librarian. 


To  the  Library  Commission: 

The  year  had  only  fairly  set  forth  on  its  way  when  mis- 
fortune overtook  the  Library.  On  the  loth  of  February,  1902, 
the  City  Bank  closed  its  doors  forever.  Every  dollar  of  the 
Library's  funds  was  in  the  City  Bank.  At  first,  it  looked  as 
though  the  temporary  closing  of  the  institution  and  discharge 
of  all  employes  was  inevitable.  But  upon  careful  study  of 
the  situation,  it  appeared  that  the  time  when  the  collection  of 
the  annual  tax  levy  would  again  replenish  our  exchequer  was 
less  than  five  months  away.  It  was  also  in  evidence  that  there 
was  due  from  the  tax  levy  of  1901  not  yet  collected,  enough 
to  run  the  Library  for  a  month,  and  from  the  May  distribution 
by  the  County  Treasurer  of  court  fines  and  penalties  enough 
might  be  looked  for  to  run  the  institution  another  month. 
Thus,  two  of  the  five  months  being  provided  for,  the  city 
authorities  would  not  listen  to  the  suggestion  to  close  the 
building.  The  Mayor,  Controller,  Corporation  Counsel,  Com- 
mon Council  and  Board  of  Estimates  united  in  the  plan  by 
which  the  interval  could  be  tided  over  by  borrowing  tem- 
porarily from  the  city  depositories  such  sums  as  were  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  keep  the  library  in  operation.  It  Was  a 
feature  of  this  plan  that  the  Common  Council  and  Board  of 
Estimates  should  add  to  the  library  rate  a  sum  to  cover  these 
temporary  advances.  The  sum  of  $9,500  was  allowed  for  this 
purpose,  which  proved  not  quite  sufficient  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency, for  the  reason  that  insurance  premiums  and  some  other 
unanticipated  items  had  not  been  included  in  the  estimate  of 
expenses. 

But  the  Library  has  managed  to  get  along  on  the  allow- 
ance. The  most  rigid  economy  had  to  be  observed,  but  ex- 
penses have  always  been  held  down  to  an  economic  basis. 
The  staff  of  employes  was  limited  to  the  lowest  possible  num- 
ber consistent  with  satisfactory  service  of  the  public.  Ex- 
penses of  binding  were  temporarily  curtailed.     The  greatest 
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saving,  however,  was  in  the  purchase  of  books,  which  was 
almost  wholly  suspended  during  the  early  months  of  the  year. 

This  is  made  evident  by  a  comparison  of  the  number  of 
books  added  in  1901  and  1902.  In  the  former,  the  number  of 
books  added  was  12,525  against  7,700  in  the  latter  year.  The 
withdrawals  of  books  worn  out  were,  however,  fewer,  so  that 
the  discrepancy  does  not  show  so  large  in  the  net  gain  of  the 
library.  The  whole  number  of  books  now  on  hand  is  179,740. 
Of  these,  161,508  are  in  the  main  library.  These  include  7,393 
unused  duplicates  which  have  accumulated  by  donations  dur- 
ing the  history  of  the  library.  They  were  mainly  acquired  by 
the  absorption  of  the  Young  Men's  Society  Library,  the 
Mechanics*  Society  Library,  and  the  libraries  of  the  Detroit 
Scientific  Association  and  the  Michigan  Historical  Society.  A 
large  proportion  of  these  duplicates  consists  of  official  docu- 
ments. State  and  National,  which  have  no  cash  value.  There 
were  originally  in  the  collection  long  sets  of  periodicals  and 
many  saleable  books  which  have  been  disposed  of  from  time 
to  time,  as  opportunity  offered.  The  stock  was  somewhat 
reduced  last  year,  but  it  moves  slowly.  It  may  ultimately 
become  necessary  to  close  it  out  for  what  it  will  bring,  in  order 
to  make  available  the  shelf  room  which  it  occupies. 

These  duplicates  are  shelved  in  the  fourth  gallery,  the  most 
remote  part  of  the  library.  When  they  are  out  of  the  way 
and  the  crowded  condition  of  other  parts  of  the  library  makes 
it  necessary  to  re-arrange  our  books,  it  would  be  a  practicable 
plan  to  choose  the  out-of-date  and  seldom  used  books  and 
establish  here  a  storage  department,  arranged  in  such  order 
that  any  book  could  be  found  if  asked  for,  but  retaining  all 
the  books  in  current  demand  for  the  most  conveniently  acces- 
sible shelves.  We  shall  likely  be  compelled  to  meet  some 
such  problem  as  this  before  new  and  adequate  quarters  are 
provided  for  the  library. 

Detailed  statements  respecting  book  accessions  of  the  year 
in  the  main  library  and  branches,  and  also  of  the  additions  in 
the  several  classes,  together  with  the  total  number  now  in 
each  class,  will  be  found  in  Appendix  A. 


Use  of  the  Library. 

A  fair  increase  in  the  use  of  the  library  in  all  its  depart- 
ments is  shown  by  the  statistics  of  the  year,  given  in  detail  in 
Appendix  B.    The  whole  number  of  books  used  was  1,247,709, 
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against  1,166^14  in  the  last  previous  year;  an  increase  of 
81495  books.  The  increase  appears  both  in  the  home  circula- 
tion and  in  reference  use.  In  the  former,  the  increase  was 
454  per  cent.,  and  in  the  latter  9  per  cent.  The  steady  growth 
of  the  reference  use  of  our  books  is  one  of  the  most  gratifying 
features  of  the  Library's  work.  An  admirably  equipped  and 
well  arranged  room  has  been  provided.  That  the  public  appre- 
ciates it  is  shown  by  the  increasing  use  which  is  made  of  it 
year  by  year.  The  full  time  of  three  attendants  and  a  page 
is  now  required,  and  it  is  one  of  the  busiest  departments  of  the 
Library.  Though  it  is  up  a  long  flight  of  stairs,  it  having  been 
found  too  expensive  to  provide  a  passenger  elevator,  the  room 
is  often  uncomfortably  thronged.  Our  sneering  critics  who 
say  that  the  main  business  of  the  Library  is  to  supply  cheap 
novels  to  persons  who  would  be  better  off  without  them, 
should  look  into  the  reference  room  sometimes.  Such  a  glimpse 
would  be  enlightening.  They  would  find  it  crowded  with 
people  intently  engaged  in  serious  study.  There  are  no  novels 
in  the  room.  The  lighting  of  the  room  has  recently  been  very 
greatly  improved  by  bringing  the  chandeliers  nearer  the 
tables  and  providing  reflectors  which  distribute  the  light  more 
evenly. 

The  number  of  card-holders  has  increased  by  250,  the  total 
number  of  cards  now  outstanding  being  32,593. 

The  open  shelf  arrangement  of  some  3,000  volumes  of 
fiction  enjoys  continued  popularity.  The  space  devoted  to 
this  purpose  is  often  overcrowded.  The  suggestion  made  a 
year  ago,  that  two  or  three  more  alcoves  be  added  to  this  free 
access  use  has  not  yet  been  acted  upon.  The  lack  of  funds 
with  which  to  make  the  necessary  changes,  including  the 
removal  of  an  iron  stairway,  had  something  to  do  with  the 
delay. 

It  seems  a  direct  encouragement  of  novel  reading  to  give 
such  readers  only,  the  opportunity  to  go  directly  to  the  shelves 
to  select  their  books,  while  those  who  would  gladly  take  the 
same  privilege  with  reference  to  history,  travel,  useful  arts, 
sociology  are  denied  it.  To  such  persons  it  can  only  be  said 
that  the  people  who  planned  the  building  thirty  years  ago 
never  dreamed  that  library  readers  would  be  wanting  or 
expecting  to  approach  within  reaching  distance  of  the  shelves. 
It  does  not  seem  possible  now  to  remedy  their  defective  fore- 
sight. 
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Sunday  Use. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  considerable  number  of 
people  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  make  use  of  the 
Library  on  Sundays  and  holidays.  The  circulating  depart- 
ment is  closed  on  such  days,  but  the  reference  and  periodical 
departments  are  open  from  two  to  nine  o'clock  P.  M.  The 
whole  number  of  bound  books  used  on  such  days  was  18,820, 
an  average  of  320  per  day.  The  number  of  Sunday  visitors  in 
the  periodical  reading  room  was  12,038.  The  average  daily 
reference  use  of  books  on  days  other  than  Sundays  and  holi- 
days was  1,679,  ^^^  of  reading  room  visitors,  548.  Seven  days 
are  observed  as  holidays — New  Year's  Day,  Washington's 
Birthday,  Decoration  Day,  Independence  Day,  Labor  Day, 
Thanksgiving  Day  and  Christmas  Day. 


Branch  and  School  Work. 

The  use  of  books  distributed  through  the  public  schools 
shows  a  gain.  There  is  evidence  of  increasing  interest  on  the 
part  of  teachers.  This  is  encouraging,  since  so  much  depends 
upon  this  interest.  In  several  instances  principals  have  invited 
a  representative  of  the  Library  to  visit  their  schools  and  talk 
to  the  children  on  the  subject  of  reading.  With  this  encour- 
agement there  is  manifestly  a  growing  inclination  among  the 
pupils  to  have  library  cards  and  to  supplement  the  books  fur- 
nished them  at  the  schools  with  books  selected  by  themselves 
at  the  Library  or  one  of  its  branches. 

Branches  one,  two  and  three  show  a  notable  gain  in  home 
circulation.  This  amounts,  in  the  case  of  Branch  one,  to  49 
per  cent;  in  the  case  of  Branch  two,  to  28  per  cent.,  and  in 
the  case  of  Branch  three,  to  21  per  cent.  It  is  a  conspicuous 
fact  that  the  gain  is  from  the  circulation  of  books  stored  at 
the  branches.  The  circulation  of  books  drawn  from  the  main 
Library  through  the  branches  shows  a  slight  falling  off  in 
Branches  one  and  three,  and  remains  about  the  same  in  Branch 
two.  The  Hurlbut,  which  has  no  stock  of  books  of  its  own 
and  only  draws  from  the  main  Library,  shows  a  decrease  of 
33  per  cent.  It  is  due  the  public  to  say  that  the  management 
of  the  Hurlbut  Branch  is  not  in  the  hands  of  the  Library 
Board.  Complaints  come  to  us  of  the  neglect  or  indifference 
of  the  employes  there,  but  the  Library  Board  can  exercise  no 
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authority  over  them.  The  Library  simply  undertakes  to  send 
out  such  books  as  may  be  called  for  there.  The  fact  that  these 
calls  are  diminishing  is  an  indication  that  the  people  who  have 
been  using  this  branch  are  not  satisfied  with  results. 

Branch  One  has  the  most  attractive  room.  It  has  been 
made  still  more  attractive  by  the  pictures  which  friends  have 
placed  on  its  walls.  McClure,  Phillips  &  Co.,  of  New  York, 
have  loaned  the  branch  for  exhibition  the  original  drawings 
illustrating  "Emma  Lou,"  by  C.  L.  Hinton;  "Madness  of 
Philip,"  by  F.  Y.  Cory;  "Indian  Boyhood,"  by  Blumenschein ; 
also  a  page  of  manuscript  of  "The  Hound  of  the  Baskervilles," 
with  portraits  of  Dr.  Doyle  and  Dr.  Bell,  the  prototype  of 
Sherlock  Holmes.  These  illustrations  have  been  a  source  of 
continued  interest  and  pleasure  to  those  who  visit  the  branch. 

Branch  Two  has  the  least  attractive  room.  A  year  ago  the 
Board,  realizing  the  fact  that  more  suitable  quarters  were 
essential  to  the  best  interests  of  the  branch,  set  out  to  erect 
a  building  specially  for  it.  There  was  in  the  treasury  a  sum 
of  about  $10,000,  which  the  Corporation  Counsel  advised  might 
properly  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  a  site.  Mr.  Carnegie 
agreed  to  supply  the  money  for  the  building.  A  site  was 
selected,  but  before  its  purchase  was  consummated,  the  City 
Bank  was  wrecked,  with  all  our  money  in  its  possession.  The 
result  is  that  Branch  Two  is  in  no  better  situation  than  it  was 
a  year  ago.  If  it  is  settled  that  nothing  can  be  done  in  the 
way  of  constructing  a  building  for  this  branch,  it  is  my  opinion 
that  more  suitable  quarters  should  be  found  and  rented  in  the 
neighborhood.  This  would  add  somewhat  to  the  expense  of 
the  branch,  but  it  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  justified  by 
increased  usefulness. 

Branch  Three  leads  as  heretofore  in  the  circulation  of 
books.  It  was  fortunately  placed  in  a  neighborhood  which 
appreciates  it  and  the  fact  of  growing  appreciation  is  indicated 
by  the  statement  of  the  librarian  in  charge  that  there  is  a 
perceptible  increase  in  the  number  of  adults  who  use  the 
library.  The  pupils  of  the  Western  High  School  make  full 
use  of  their  opportunities  in  connection  with  the  reference 
books  in  this  branch. 

The  librarians  of  the  several  branches  have  now  been 
supplied  with  a  duplicate  of  the  card  registry  for  their  respec- 
tive neighborhoods.  Thus  they  are  able  to  send  notice  to 
delinquents  direct,  instead  of  calling  on  the  Central  Library 
for  that  service.  The  branch  librarians  have  found  time  to 
not  only  prepare  a  card  catalog  of  their  libraries,  but  to  make 
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card  indexes  of  holiday  selections,  prose  and  poetry,  dramatic 
compositions,  biographical  sketches  and  other  special  subjects, 
which  prove  to  be  of  great  practical  usefulness.  They  have 
also  prepared  picture  bulletins  for  the  vralls,  with  select 
reading  lists  on  the  topics  illustrated.  Some  of  them  have  also 
made  picture  s^rap  books  which  serve  to  entertain  the  little 
ones  too  small  to  read.  All  seem  to  be  fertile  in  expedients  to 
add  to  the  attractiveness  and  popularity  of  their  departments. 
If  the  finances  of  the  library  will  warrant  the  expense  I 
think  a  branch  should  be  opened  out  Grand  River  Avenue  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  junction  of  the  Fourteenth  Avenue  and 
Crosstown  lines.  The  Hancock  School  is  located  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, but  if  suitable  quarters  are  not  available  in  that 
building,  doubtless  some  place  could  be  found  at  a  small  rental 
which  would  answer  the  purpose.  This  section  of  the  city 
appears  to  be  best  entitled  to  immediate  attention  in  consid- 
ering the  placing  of  new  branches. 


Children's  Department. 

The  following  items  are  taken  from  the  report  of  Miss 
Mary  Conover,  superintendent  of  the  department:  Early  in 
January  we  received  from  McClure,  Phillips  &  Co.,  thirty-four 
original  drawings  made  by  Miss  Fanny  Y.  Cory,  to  illustrate 
"Yankee  Enchantments,"  Charles  Battell  Loomis'  modem 
fairy  tales.  These  were  conspicuously  hung  and  proved  a 
source  of  interest  so  long  as  they  remained.  We  have  carried 
on  our  bulletin  work  as  usual,  advertising  the  new  books  from 
week  to  week,  marking  birthdays  of  famous  people  and  calling 
attention  to  current  events  of  interest  and  importance.  Several 
musicians'  birthdays  occurred  in  March,  and  the  opportunity 
was  embraced  to  arrange  a  special  bulletin  and  prepare  a 
reading  list  of  books  and  articles  on  music  and  musicians, 
together  with  the  song  books  on  the  shelves.  Since  the  various 
music  schools  have  devoted  careful  attention  to  the  training 
of  children  and  the  formation  of  musical  taste,  there  has  been 
a  considerable  demand  for  simple  musical  literature.  Special 
bulletins  also  celebrated  the  coronation  of  King  Edward  VII., 
the  disaster  of  Martinique,  surrender  of  the  Boers,  etc.,  etc. 

In  weeding  out  superfluous  duplicates,  experience  with 
open  shelves  has  taught  us  that  it  is  better  to  have  a  few  copies 
of  popular  books  replaced  promptly  when  soiled  or  worn  out 
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than  to  keep  a  greater  number  on  hand,  all  dirty  and  of  disrep- 
utable appearance.  The  soiled  books  are  invariably  neglected 
for  the  bright  and  clean  ones. 

The  window  boxes  were  replenished  from  time  to  time  by 
the  friends  who  have  been  so  faithful  in  the  past.  Flowers 
have  been  contributed  by  Misses  Florence  Geer  an<^  Le 
Maire,  Mrs.  Chandler  and  Mr.  T.  J.  Butler,  Misses  Mumford 
and  Savage. 

The  suggestion  made  by  Commissioner  Osius  has  been 
carried  into  effect  and  a  series  of  Saturday  afternoon  talks  to 
the  children  has  been  started.  The  first  of  these  was  given  in 
October  by  Mrs.  Katharine  Corbett,  who  brought  with  her  a 
valuable  collection  of  baskets  and  other  Indian  work  which 
she  described  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  vivid  pictures  of  the 
every-day  life  and  characteristics  of  the  American  aborigines. 
In  connection  with  this  lecture  there  was  an  interesting  exhibit 
of  Indian  curios,  consisting  of  Navajo  blankets,  specimens  of 
pottery,  jewelry,  domestic  implements,  etc.,  which  were  kindly 
loaned  by  friends  for  the  occasion.  The  second  lecture  was 
given  in  November,  by  Prof.  A.  H.  Griffith,  director  of  the  Art 
Museum,  on  "How  We  Use  Books  at  the  Art  Museum."  He 
brought  with  him  a  number  of  curious  things  from  the 
Museum,  which  he  used  for  texts  for  his  talk.  The  third  lec- 
ture was  given  by  Judge  A.  J.  Murphy,  of  the  Recorder's 
Court,  on  "Our  Government."  This  was  an  inspiring,  patriotic 
talk  on  American  citizenship  and  the  opportunities  open  to 
the  boys  and  girls  of  to-day. 

On  the  occasion  of  these  lectures  the  room  has  been  packed 
to  its  utmost  capacity.  Perfect  quietness  has  prevailed  and 
close  attention  to  the  speaker  was  noticed  in  every  instance. 
The  talks  have  been  limited  to  twenty  to  twenty-five  minutes. 
They  interrupt  the  business  of  the  room  for  that  time,  but 
they  afford  an  agreeable  diversion  and  are  instructive  as  well 
as  entertaining.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  continue 
these  lectures  through  the  season.  Mr.  Bryant  Walker  will 
come  next  with  a  talk  on  shells,  illustrated  with  specimens 
from  his  large  and  unique  colection.  Following  him,  Miss 
Mary  Catherine  Crowley,  the  well-known  author,  will  relate 
some  incidents  connected  with  the  early  history  of  Detroit. 
Other  speakers  and  topics  are  under  consideration. 
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Catalogues. 

The  annual  bulletin  of  new  books  was  issued,  as  usuaU 
early  in  the  year,  making  the  third  in  the  series  since  the  pub- 
lication of  supplement  No.  2.  In  October  last,  in  response  to 
requests  by  several  persons,  the  Library  issued  a  special 
reading  list  on  ''Municipal  affairs."  This  is  closely  classified 
under  topic  and  local  headings,  and  gives  chapters  and  sections 
of  books,  as  well  as  books  devoted  wholly  to  the  subjects,  but 
does  not  include  periodical  references  nor  municipal  reports. 
This  list  is  in  folder  form  of  44  pages,  single  column,  half  the 
size  of  catalogue  page.  It  is  made  up  almost  wholly  of  mod- 
ern, up-to-date  books.  It  is  given  away,  but  if  sent  by  mail 
two  cents  postage  is  required. 

A  reading  list  on  "Florence"  has  been  prepared  for  the  use 
of  study  clubs.  It  is  not  proposed  to  print  this  list,  but  it  has 
been  incorporated  in  the  card  catalogue  and  has  been  type- 
written for  more  convenient  reference. 

From  the  report  of  Miss  Cochrane,  superintendent  of  the 
department,  it  appears  that  23,616  cards  were  added  to  the 
several  catalogues  of  the  Library  during  the  year.  Of  these 
17,991  were  inserted  in  the  main  case,  1,090  being  Library  of 
Congress  cards,  978  being  A.  L.  A.  cards,  and  about  500  were 
cards  of  U.  S.  documents.  Soon  after  the  middle  of  the  year 
the  Library  adopted  the  method  of  ordering  cards  from  the 
Library  of  Congress  after  the  books  had  actually  come  to 
hand,  instead  of  forwarding  a  duplicate  copy  of  our  book 
orders.  The  results  of  this  change  of  method  have  been  im- 
proved service.  We  now  get  within  about  a  week  a  consider- 
able proportion  of  the  cards  ordered,  and  are  not  bothered  with 
an  accumulation  of  cards  for  which  we  have  not  the  books. 
The  catalogue  grows  so  rapidly  that  the  additional  cabinets 
set  up  two  years  ago  are  already  occupied,  with  the  prospect 
that  further  enlargement  must  come  within  the  next  year  or 
two.  It  is  not  a  pleasant  fact  to  contemplate,  for  the  reason 
that  floor  space  for  extension  does  not  now  seem  to  be  any- 
where available  in  the  present  building. 

The  chief  cataloguer  says:  Copying  and  correcting  our 
shelf  list  was  lately  completed  and  the  cataloguing  of  material 
for  our  Michigan  bibliography  is  now  being  prosecuted  with 
encouraging  efficiency  and  dispatch,  with  the  prospect  of  a 
fairly  complete  compilation  of  such  matter  as  we  have  on 
hand,  and  at  a  date  not  hopelessly  remote. 
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A  new  edition  of  the  Catalogue  of  German  books  is  needed. 
The  one  in  present  use  was  issued  nearly  eight  years  ago. 
Many  books  have  since  been  added,  and  although  these  are 
included  in  the  annual  bulletins,  they  are  so  scattered  that  it 
may  be  truthfully  said  that  we  have  no  accessible  printed  list 
of  German  books. 

Binding. 

During  the  year  3,846  books  were  bound,  including  the 
rebinding  of  old  books,  in  diflFerent  binderies  in  the  city,  at  a 
cost  of  $2,263.85.  The  rebinding  was  done  at  a  cost  of  45  cents 
per  volume,  while  the  new  binding  cost  an  average  of  68  cents 
per  volume.  On  account  of  the  action  of  the  Binders'  and 
Rulers*  Union,  in  advancing  their  wages,  the  contractors  have 
recently  notified  us  of  an  advance  of  10  per  cent,  in  their  prices. 

The  bindery  repair  shop  in  the  Library  was  operated  as 
usual  through  the  year  with  a  binder  and  two  young  women 
employes.  The  sum  paid  in  wages  was  $1,215.25.  The  cost 
of  material  amounted  to  $16.10.  All  repairing  was  done  here. 
The  work  turned  out  was  183  books  resewed  and  recased,  and 
15,182  books  repaired.  Beside  this  work,  this  department  did 
all  the  pasting  of  book  plates,  labels  and  pockets,  and  a  quan- 
tity of  miscellaneous  work,  such  as  cutting  and  trimming, 
making  of  paper  blocks  for  memorandum  purposes.  Of  these 
latter  there  were  355. 

The  Staff. 

There  were  few  changes  in  the  staff.  Miss  Ladue  resigned 
May  1st,  on  account  of  ill-health,  and  Miss  Louisa  Conover, 
November  1st,  to  became  Mrs.  Jefferson  Butler.  Miss  Chase 
was  given  six  months'  leave  of  absence  to  travel  in  Europe, 
and  Miss  Mumford  one  year  to  take  a  course  in  the  New  York 
State  Library  School,  in  both  cases  without  pay.  There  have 
been  no  changes  in  salaries,  except  by  operation  of  the  time 
rule  for  recent  employes.  The  technical  examination  for 
Library  apprentices  was  taken  in  June  by  Misses  Farquharson 
and  Savage,  the  only  ones  in  that  class.  They  passed  with  a 
credit  of  98  and  96  per  cent.,  respectively. 

The  regular  annual  examination  of  candidates  for  appren- 
tices in  the  Library  was  held  at  the  Central  High  School  on 
September  13.    There  were  morning  and  afternoon  sessions 
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of  three  hours  each.  Thirty-six  candidates  presented  them-' 
selves,  of  whom  six  attained  the  75  per  cent,  and  upward 
required  to  pass.  These  were  placed  upon  the  eligible  list. 
Three  of  them  declined  employment  when  it  was  offered,  one 
is  now  partially  employed,  and  two  are  still  waiting  an  oppor- 
tunity. 

I  can  sincerely  commend  the  earnestness,  loyalty  and  fidel- 
ity of  the  employes.  They  appear  to  be  animated  by  a  desire 
to  do  their  whole  duty  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and  to  serve 
the  public  with  promptness  and  unruffled  good  nature.  I,  at 
least,  understand  the  difficulties  of  their  tasks  and  appreciate 
their  efforts  to  maintain  the  Library's  good  record. 


Donations. 

A  list  of  gifts  to  the  Library  during  the  year  will  be  found 
appended  to  this  report.  The  number  of  such  gifts  was  quite 
considerable  in  the  aggregate,  and  the  Library  is  certainly 
under  obligations  to  many  kind  friends  for  remembering  it  so 
generously.  The  most  noteworthy  of  these  are  the  numerous 
physicians  of  the  city  who  continue  to  contribute,  as  they  did 
during  the  preceding  year,  valuable  medical  periodicals. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Gen.  F.  W.  Swift,  of  Detroit,  Gen. 
Cadle,  of  Cincinnati,  and  Gen.  3oynton,  of  Washington,  the 
Library  was  able  to  perfect  its  set  of  Proceedings  of  Reunions 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  English  daily  newspapers  of 
Detroit — Free  Press,  Journal,  News  and  Tribune — ^have  con- 
tinued to  supply  a  fresh  set  of  their  best  edition.  These  papers 
are  bound  in  quarterly  volumes  and  shelved  in  such  way  as  to 
be  easily  accessible  for  reference.  Numerous  libraries  in  this 
country  and  elsewhere  have  sent  us  their  bulletins  and  annual 
reports,  which  are  preserved  and  bound  in  convenient  volumes. 

H.  M.  Utley, 
Librarian. 
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APPENDIX  A. 


Book  Accessions,  1902. 

No.  of  volumes  in  the  Library  Jan.  i,  1902. . 

Added  by  purchase 6,600 

Added  by  gift 516 

Added  by  binding 584 


Withdrawn— Worn  out    

Lost  and  paid  for. . . 
Sold  or  exchanged. 


No.  of  volumes  Jan.  i,  1903, 


1365 

138 
382 


17442s 


7,700 


2^5 


S^iS 


179,740 


Net  Additions. 

The  following  shows  the  net  additions  during  the  year  and 
the  distribution  of  the  whole  number  of  books : 


Net  Additions. 

Central    Library    4,319 

Branch  No.  i 343 

Branch  No.  2 168 

Branch  No.  3 333 

Public   School   Libraries 152 


Total 


5,315 


Whole  No. 

161,508 

^,076 

2^ 

2,536 

11,324 

179,740 


Readers'  Cards. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  Readers'  Cards  issued 
in  the  years  named  and  the  whole  number  of  valid  cards  now 
outstanding : 

Cards  issued  in  1898 6,052 

Cards  issued  in  1899* 5,761 

Cards  issued  in  1900 7,o88 

Cards  issued  in  1901 6,857 

Cards  issued  in  1902 6335 


Total  32,593 
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The  following  shows  the  gross 
in  1902: 

Main 
Iflbrmry 

Bibliography    103 

Cyclopedias    4 

'Periodicals    ^  321 

Philosophy    85 

Religion    192 

Sociology   439 

Philology    21 

Science    208 

Useful  Arts  528 

Fine  Arts   213 

Literature    351 

History    326 

Travel    230 

Biography   321 

Fiction    1,355 

German    237 

French   30 

Polish    9 

U.  S.  Documents 301 

Unused  duplicates   214 


addition  of  books  by  classes 


ChUdren' 

'•  Bfmadm 

Dept 

and  Schools. 

ToU 

I 

•  •  •  • 

104 

•  •  ■  • 

3 

7 

102 

137 

560 

I 

6 

^2 

7 

3 

202 

21 

25 

485 

•  •  •  • 

2 

23 

27 

41 

276 

8 

14 

550 

23 

15 

251 

36 

66 

453 

39 

47 

412 

26 

40 

298 

14 

24 

359 

730 

744 

2,829 

8 

245 

•  •  •  • 

30 

■  ■  •  • 

9 

•  •  •  • 

301 

•  •  •  • 

214 

1,037      1,175      7,700 


Following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  books  in  the 

Library  in  the  several  classes,  with  the  net  additions  during 
the  year: 

1901.  Net  Addition.           190a. 

ci^&'.^:::::::::}  ^s;.  m 

Periodicals    10,708  536  1 1,244 

Philosophy  2,717  87  2,804 

Religion    8,957  199  9,156 

Sociology   15,956  477  16,433 

Philology    1^19  23  1^42 

Science   9MS  274  9,709 

Useful  Arts   11,066  545  11,611 

Fine  Arts    5,174  246  5^420 

Literature    I5,744  434  16,178 

History    17.690  405  18,095 

Travel    10,547  291  10^38 

Biography 13,025  356  13,381 

Fiction    32,822  1,198  34,020 

U.  S.  Documents 8,633  30i  8,934 

Unused    duplicates 7,561  (dec.)  168  7,393 


174,425 


5,315 


179,740 
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THE  USE  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 
Home  Cuculation  by  Months,  190a 


January 

February 

March 

April   

May   

June    

July    

August  . . 
September 
October  . 
November 
December 


CcBtimi 
Libtmry. 

37,434 

34,755 

33,337 

33,963 
26^7 

23,774 

24,540 

25^3 

29,924 

28493 

33,985 
27,610 


Btmnch  1. 

2,076 

1,911 
2,255 

2,139 
2,026 

1,913 
1,967 
1,847 
1,992 

2413 
2.588 

2465 


Btmnch  a. 
1,618 

1,492 
1,760 

1,576 

1,339 
1,169 

975 

901 
1,084 
1,322 

1,354 
1,252 


Brmnch^. 

2,959 
2,729 

3,172 

2^50 

2,573 
2,230 

2,390 
2,213 
2,222 

2,558 
2,614 

2409 


Hnrlbttt 

School 

Braaeb. 

Libnry. 

Total. 

578 

11,853 

56.518 

400 

10,310 

51.597 

320 

13.581 

54,425 

312 

8,737 

49,577 

244 

12,147 

44,696 

255 

6,08s 

35,426 

276 

•  •  •   • 

30,148 

336 

•   •  •  ■ 

30,700 

331 

4,114 

39,667 

334 

14,088 

49,208 

343 

8*388 

49,272 

406 

9.557 

43,699 

Total   ....359,585      25,592      15^      30,919      4,135      98,860      534,933 

Library  Circulation. 


Bookj. 

Central  Library    620,403 

Branch  No.   i 25,152 

Branch  No.  2 23,316 

Branch  No.  3 43,905 


Periodical  t. 

194,213 
7,856 

9415 
16,29s 


Total    712.776 


Addlt 
Adult 

Cyclopedias    4.76 

Periodicals    8.60 

Philosophy   3.15 

Religion    4.92 

Sociology   6.66 

Philology    4-09 

Science    6.21 

Useful  Arts  6.69 

Fine    Arts    8.76 

Literature    7-05 

History    7.02 

Travel    5-73 

Biography   6.35 

Fiction   1.07 

German   0.35 

I^rench   0.23 

Polish    0.16 

Other  Languages  0.17 

Medicine   393 


fuTeaile. 
0.01 

513 

■    •  • 

0.08 
0.25 
0.03 
0.61 
0.16 
0.58 

0.74 
0.83 

0.45 
0.29 

4.94 


HOMB 

Adult 


0.72 
1. 00 
1.08 
1.48 
0.16 
1.22 
1. 91 
I.61 
2.91 
2.23 
1.46 
1.82 
58.40 

2.8s 

0.55 
I. II 

.06 


227,779 


Rbadimo. 
JuTCBile. 

•  •  • 

0.23 

■  «    • 

0.06 
0.27 

•  •    • 

0.30 
O.I  I 

0.25 
0.32 

0.68 

0.29 

0.22 

16.70 


85.90       14,10       80.57 


19.43 


a8 
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School  Circulation. 


Schools.                        CirculatioB.  meat. 

Alger    34S  i86 

Amos    2,073  420 

Bagley    858  140 

Barstow    2^  392 

Bellefontaine   579  130 

Bellevue    351  171 

Berry   2,178  402 

Bishop    2,676  6a6 

Brownson  779  ^79 

Campau  1,740  3^0 

Campbell    650  272 

Cass    1,929  719 

Chancy    1,665  387 

Clay   882  183 

ainton    757  156 

Columbian    731  305 

Craft    919  244 

Custer    64  24 

School  for  the  Deaf       45  12 

Dickinson    1,160  191 

Duffield    2,985  622 

Cstabrook  2,065  35B 

Everett    1438  316 

Fairbanks    1,002  3I3 

Farrand    815  336 

Ferry   1,480  250 

Field    1,989  338 

Fimane    386  69 

Franklin    1,182  424 

Garfield   789  162 

Gillies    1,433  396 

Hancock   1,150  397 

Harris   715  245 

Houghton    973  331 

Hubbard   792  187 

Irving    1,663  360 

Jackson    796  177 


.     .  HaroU- 
Schools.                        Circttlatioa.  meat. 

Jefferson   2,202  588 

Johnston    722  160 

Lincoln    442  130 

Uyster    604  135 

McGraw    776  176 

McKinstry    636  154 

Newberry   1,094  3^6 

Nichols    273  1 16 

Norvell    1,373  618 

John  Owen   887  208 

Palmer    368  156 

Parke    523  126 

Pitcher    1,346  387 

O.  M.  Poe   840  205 

Potter    425  116 

Preston   1,014  I9S 

Roberts    2,040  216 

Rose  963  212 

Russell    1,144  3Q7 

Scriw)s    874  373 

Tappan    1422  510 

Tilden    859  554 

Trowbridge    1,499  338 

Ungraded  141  21 

Van    Dyke    i,547  335 

Washington  Normal.  1,600  458 

Webster    228  648 

Wilkins   623  106 

Williams    1,561  333 

72,268  18,937 

Central  High   22,223  1,925 

Western  High   3,307  575 

Eastern  High  1,062  386 

ToUl    98,860  21323 
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Following  is  a  statement  of  gifts  to  the  Library,  showing 
the  names  and  donor  and  the  number  of  bound  volumes  and 
pamphlets  given  by  each : 

Vols.  Famph. 

Amberg,  Dr.  Emil,  Detroit 12 

American  Anti- Vivisection   Society i  i 

American   Dermatological   Association 

American   Medical   Association 

American    Medico-psychological    Association 

American  Pomological  Society 

American  Printing  House  for  Blind,  Louisville 2 

American  Sunday  School  Union,  Philadelphia i 

American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston i 

Anderson,  Dr.  W.  S.,  Detroit 6 

Aronstam,  Dr.  C.   N.,  Detroit 6 

Aronstam,  Dr.   N.   E.,  Detroit 7 

Atkinson,   Edward,   Boston    i 

Balch,  E.  S.,  Philadelphia i 

Balch,   Thomas   W.,    Philadelphia i 

Ballin,  Dr.   M.,  Detroit 30 

Baltimore   Crescent   Democratic   Club i 

Barbour,  George  H.,  Detroit     i 

Beisman,  Dr.  Joseph,  Detroit a6 

Biddle,  Dr.  A.  P.,  Detroit 15  119 

Biddle,  S.  M.,  Monmouth,  111 i 

Bigg,  Dr.  A.  H.,  Detroit 270 

Bissell,  Roman  A.,  Detroit 13  12 

Blades,  F.  A.,  City  Controller 2 

Bolton,  Mrs.  Sarah  K.,  Cleveland i 

Bonning,  Dr.   Carl,  Detroit 113 

Boston  Board  of  Health 2 

Boston   Book   Company 2 

Boston    Registry    Department i 

Bowen,  Herbert,  Detroit 3 

Boynton,  General  H.  V.,  Washington 6 

Breeze  Publishing  Company,  Portland i 

Bresler,  Eugene  A.,  Detroit 62 

Brown,  Mrs.  F.  W.,  Detroit 12 

Brown  &  Sharp  Mfg.  Company,  Providence i 
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Vols.  Pftmph 

Brown  Alumni   Monthly 12 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association i 

Cadle,  General  C,  Cincinnati 15 

Campbell,  Dr.  D.  M.,  Detroit 30 

Canada   Archives    r 

Canada,  Department  of  Agriculture 2  6 

Canada   Geological   Survey i  1 

Canada,  Ontario  Education  Department 5 

Canada,  Royal  Society  of i 

Carrier,  Dr.  A.  E.,  Detroit 12 

Carstens,  Dr.  J.  H.,  Detroit 135 

Casson,  H.  M.,  New  York i 

Catholic    Free    Publishing    Society     for    the     Blind, 

New   York    6 

Chase  &   Sanborn,   Chicago i 

Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Company i 

Chicago    Bibliographical    Society i 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade 4 

Chicago  Civil   Service  Commission i 

Chicago  Municipal  Library i  2 

Chicago  Y.  M.  C.  A i 

Cincinnati    Chaniber  of   Commerce i 

Civic  Publishing  Company,  New  York ,..  i 

Cleveland  Board  of  Education i 

Cleveland   Electric   Railway   Company i 

Cleveland    School    Director i 

Cole,  George  W.,  New  York < i 

Connecticut    Labor    Bureau i 

Connecticut  State  Board  of  Health i 

Connor,  Dr.   L,,   Detroit 6 

Corliss,  John  B.,  Detroit 2 

Creelman,   James,   Washington i 

Cust,  Robert  N.,  London i 

David  Williams  Co.,  New  York i 

Detroit   Art   Museum    i 

Detroit   Association   of   Charities i 

Detroit,   City   Qerk 3 

Detroit,    City    Controller 4 

Detroit    Evening    News 4 

Detroit  Free  Press 4 

Detroit   Journal    4 

Detroit    Park    Commission i 

Detroit    Police   Commission i 

Detroit  Tribune    4 

Detroit  Students'  Christian   Science  Association s 

Douglas,  Charles,  M.  D..  Detroit 6 

Eastern  Manual  Training  Association i 

Edwards,  Mrs.  Fitzhugh.  Detroit 65 

Eells,  Rev.  Myron,  Walla  Walla,  Washington i 

Estes,  W.  R.  G.,  Skowhegan,  Maine i 

Famsworth,  Fred  E.,  Detroit 2 
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Vols.  Pampb« 

Field  Columbian  Museum,   Chicago 6 

Fox,  Mrs.  Emma  A.,  Detroit i 

Friedenwald,  Dr.  H.,  Baltimore i 

Fritzsche  Bros.,   New  York i                          ii 

Frothingham,  Dr.  G.  E.,  Detroit 7 

Gay,  George  W.,  Boston  4 

Gillman,  Dr.  Robert,  Detroit 8 

Goux,  Dr.  L.  J.,  Detroit 17 

Green,  Dr.  S.  A.,  Boston 8                        59 

Green,   S.   S.,  Worcester i 

Hale,   George   W.,   Deadwood i 

Hal],  Charles  S.,  Binghamton,  New  York i 

Hampton    Institute,   Virginia i 

Hand,  George  E.,  Estate  of,  Detroit 231                         13 

Harmon,   Henry   A.,  Detroit 4 

Hartz,  Dr.  H.  J.,  Detroit 73 

Herring,  George  G.,  Detroit 12 

Herrmann,  O.,  New  York i 

Hickey,   Dr.    P.    M.,   Detroit 19 

Hills,   William   S.,    Boston i 

Hitchcock,  Dr.  C.  W.,  Detroit 232 

Holls,  F.  W.,  Yonkers,  New  York i 

Hughitt,    Marvin,    Chicago i 

Hyde,  James  H.,  New  York i 

Illinois  Coal  Operators'  Association 2 

Illinois   Labor   Bureau 3 

Indian    Rights    Association 3 

Indiana    Medical   Society i 

Iowa    Geological    Survey 2 

Jennings,   A.   J.,   Brooklyn i 

Jennings,    C.   G.,   Detroit 6 

Kansas    Historical    Society i 

Kansas  State  Board  of  Agriculture 3 

Ladue,   M.   E.,   Detroit 105 

Lang,  Louis,  New  York i 

Lawson,  Thomas  W.,  Boston i 

library    Bureau i 

Longyear,  Dr.  H.  W.,  Detroit 14 

Lopez,  Jose  V.,  Buenos  Ayres i 

Loubat,  Due  de,  Paris,  France i 

Lyster.  Mrs.  Dr.  Henry  F.,  Detroit 166 

McColIester,  Rev.  L.  S.,  Detroit 2 

McGraw,  Dr.  T.  A.,  Detroit 20 

McKean,  Dr.  G.  E.,  Detroit 24 

McMahon,  Rev.  J.  H.,  New  York i 

MacMillan,  Dr.  J.  A.,  Detroit 59 

McMillan,  Hon.  James,  Detroit 36                        24 

Maine  Labor   Bureau i 

Manton,  Dr.  W.  P.,  Detroit 9 

Maybury,  William   C,   Detroit i 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Charity i 
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Vols. 

Massachusetts    Board   of    Health 2 

Massachusetts,   G)ininonwealth  of i 

Massachusetts   Labor    Bureau 25 

Massachusetts    Railroad    Commission i 

Massachusetts  Record   G>mmission 

Merck,  E.  &  Co.,  New  York 

Metcalf,  Dr.  W.  R,  Detroit 

Michigan  Board  of  Health 

Michigan  Board  of  Library  Commissioners 

Michigan  Central  R.  R.  Passenger  Department 

Michigan  Society,  S.  A.  R i 

Milwaukee  City  Service  Commission 

Minneapolis    Park    Board 

Mohonk  Lake  Arbitration  Conference 

Moore,  Charles,  Washington 

Morris,  J.  E.,  Hartford,  Conn 

Muir,  H.  D.,  Grosse  Pointe,  111 

Naglevorst,  Jf.  B.,  Detroit 

National  Capital  Centennial  Committee 

National  Civil  Service  Reform  League 

Nebraska  Labor   Bureau 

New  Jersey  Adjutant  General 

New  Jersey  State  Charities  Aid  Association 

New  Jersey  State  Geologist 

New  Jersey  State  Home  for  Girls 

New  Jersey  State  Prison 

New  York  City  Board  of  Education 

New  York  Civil   Service  Commission 

New   York   Farmers 

New  York  Labor  Bureau i 

New  York  State  Charities  Aid  Association 

New  York  State  College  of  Forestry 

New  York  State  Historian 3 

North  Dakota   Agricultural   Department 

Nourse,  Henry  S.,  Lancaster,  Mass 

Ohio  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics i 

Oliver,   Charles  A.,   Philadelphia 

Parker,  Dr.   D.   R.,  Detroit 

Parker,  Dr.  W.  R.,  Detroit 

Patten,    Roy,    Detroit 

Pellette,  M.  Caroline,  Detroit 2 

Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians 1 

Presbyterian  Hospital,  New  York 1 

Pottenger.  Dr.  F.  M.,  Los  Angeles 

Randolph,  L.  V.  F.,  New  York i 

Richards,  L.  S.,  Marshfield,  Mass i 

Rippey,  Rev.  J.  N.,  Grand  Rapids 

Robbins,  Dr.  F.  W.,  Detroit 

Robins,  Dr.  W.  L.,  Washington 

SafTord,  Dr.  H.  E.,  Detroit 

St.   Louis   Architectural   Club i 


Pampb 


I 
I 

58 

2 
I 

* 

d 

I 
I 
I 

C 

2 
I 


2 
I 

1 
I 

I 

36 
22 

14 


I 

2 
2 
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Vols.  Pamph. 

Schcrer,   Dr.   Otto,    Detroit 486 

Schmid,  John  A.,  City  Oerk,  Detroit i 

Searight,  J.  A.,  Uniontown,  Pa i 

Seymour,  Fred  H.,  Detroit i 

Shcrrill,  Dr.  E.  S.,  Detroit 410 

Shurly,  Dn  B.  R.,  Detroit 6 

Shurly,  Dr.  E.  L,  Detroit ia8 

Sigel,  Dr.  Tobias,  Detroit 6 

Silk  Association  of  America i 

Smyth,  G.  Hutchinson,  New  York i 

Steams,  Miss  L.  E.,  Madison,  Wis i 

Steele,  Dr.  Charles  H.,  Detroit 107  13 

Stnivego,    H.,    Detroit i 

Swevcn,  G.,  New  York i 

Swift,  Gen.  F,  W.,  Detroit 3 

Tappey,  Dr.  E.  T.,  Detroit 23 

Tibbals,  Dr.  F.  B.,  Detroit 482 

United  States  Government — 

Bureau  of  American  Republics 2                         2 

Bureau  of  Census 5                        60 

Bureau  of  Education i                         24 

Bureau   of    Forestry i 

Bureau  of  Labor 3                          2 

Bureau  of  Life  Saving  Service i 

Bureau   of   Weather i                           i 

Civil    Service    Commission 2 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 3 

Department   of   Agriculture 4                          i 

Department  of  Interior 7                         15 

Department   of   Navy 2 

Departratot  of  State 6 

DqNirtment    of    Treasury 7                          3 

Department  of  War i 

Geological    Survey 2 

Industrial    Commission i 

Interstate   Commission i                          i 

Patents 4 

Smithsonian   Institution 5                          5 

Superintendent    of   Documents 207                         16 

University  Club,   New  York i 

Unknown 2 

Upson- Walton   Company,   Cleveland i 

Vermont  Library  Commission 1 

Walker,  Dr.  F.  B.,  Detroit 4 

Walker,  Dr.  H.  O.,  Detroit 93 

Washington  National  Monument  Society i 

Western   Australia i 

Wisconsin  Department  of  Public  Instruction 4 

Wisconsin  Historical   Society i                          2 
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Vols.  Pamph. 

Xavier  Free  Publishing  Society  for  the  Blind,  New 

York 4 

Yates,  Dr.  H.  W.,  Detroit 17 

Colleges  and  Universities — 

Amherst   College i 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology z 

Bowdoin    College 2 

California,  University  of i                           3 

Chicago,    University    of i                            i 

Colorado,    University    of 2 

Columbia   University    i 

Cornell    University I 

Dartmouth   College i 

Drexcl    Institute i 

Harvard  University 3                           2 

Illinois,    University    of i 

Iowa,  University  of 2 

Johns   Hopkins   University i 

Kyoto,  Japan,   Imperial  University i 

Leland  Stanford  University i 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology i 

Michigan  College  of  Mines 2 

Michigan,   University   of i                           i 

Mt.   Holyoke   College i 

New  York,  University  of 2 

Northwestern   University i 

Oberlin   College i 

CMivet   College i 

Pennsylvania,  University  of 2                           2 

Princeton   College i                           2 

Vermont,  University  of 2 

Worcester   Polytechnic   Institution i 

Yale    University i                          2 


Libraries — 

Aberdeen,  Scotland,  Public  Library i 

Alameda   Public  Library 11 

Atlanta,  Carnegie  Library i 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt  Library i 

Baltimore,    Peabody    Institute i 

Birmingham,  Eng.,  Free  Library 2 

Boston  General  Theological  Library i 

Boston  Public  Library i                            i 

Bowdoin  College  Library i 

Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  Carnegie  Library i 

Brookline  Public  Library 7 
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Vols.  Pftinpli. 

Brooklyn    Library i 

Brooklyn,   Pratt  Institute  Library a 

Brooklyn  Public  Library 9 

Brown   University   Library i 

Buffalo,   Grosvenor   Library i 

Buffalo   Public  Library 3 

Burlington,  Iowa,   Public  Library i 

Burlington,  Vt,  Fletcher  Library i 

Chicago,  John  Crerar  Library a 

Qiicago,  Newberry  Library i 

Chicago  Public  Library 9 

Cincinnati   Public  Library i6 

Qeveland   Public   Library i 

Columbus,  Ohio,   Public   Library i 

Croyden  County,  Borough  of,  Eng i 

District  of  Columbia  Public  Library i 

Eau  Claire,  Wisconsin,  Public  Library i 

Evanston,   111.,    Public   Library i 

Finsbury,  Eng.,  Public  Library i 

Fitdiburg,  Mass.,  Public  Library i 

Germantown,   Pa.,  Friends'  Free  Library i 

Glasgow,  Scotland,  Public  Library i 

Gloversville,  New  York,  Free  Library i 

Grand  Rapids  Public  Library i 

Hackensack,  N.  J.,  Johnson  Public  Library 3 

Hartford    Public    Library i 

Harvard   University  Library 2 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  Public  Library 7 

Helena,  Montana,  Public  Library i 

Iowa    College    Library i 

Iowa  Masonic  Library 4 

Jersey   City   Public  Library 5 

Kansas  City  Public  Library 4 

Lansing    Public    Library i 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Public  Library a 

Leland  Stanford  University  Library i 

London,  Eng.,  Bishopgate  St.  Library i 

London,     Eng.,    St     Bride     Foundation     Institute 

Library I 

London,  Eng.,  Westminster  Public  Library i 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library 1 1 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Public  Library i 

Madison,  Wis.,  Public  Library i 

Maine  State  Library 13  7 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public  Library 9 

Michigan  Library  Commission i 

Michigan  State  Library 21  28 

Michigan,  University  of,  Library i  3 

Milwaukee   Public   Library 3 

Minneapolis   Public  Library i  3 

Newark    Public    Library n 
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Vols. 

Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library 

Newton,  Mass.,  Free  Library 

New  Bedford  Public  Library 

New  Haven  Public  Library 

New  Orleans,   Fisk   Library 

New  Orleans,  Howard  Library 

New  South  Wales  Public  Library 

New  York  City  Aguilar  Free  Library 

New     York     City     Public     Library,    .Washington 

Heights   Branch 

New  York  General  Society  of  Mechanics,  etc 

New  York  Maimonides  Free  Library 

New  York  Mercantile  Library 

New  York  City  Public  Library i 

New  York  State  Library 5 

Niagara  Falls  Public  Library 

Northampton,  Mass.,  Forbes  Library 

Oakland,  Cal.,  Public  Library 

Omaha   Public   Library. 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  Public  Library 

Peoria  Public  Library 

Philadelphia  City  Institute  Library 

Philadelphia   Free  Library 

Philadelphia  Library  Company 

Pittsburg,  Carnegie  Library 

Pittsfield,   Mass.,  Berkshire  Athenaeum 

Plymlouth,  Eng.,   Public  Library 

Portsmouth,  Eng.,  Public  Library 

Poughkeepsie,  Adriance  Memorial  Library 

Providence  Public  Library 

Quincy,  III,  Public  Library 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Reynolds  Library 

Rockford,  111.,  Public  Library 

Sacramento  Public  Library 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Public  Library 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library 

St  Louis  Public  Library 

St.   Paul   Public  Library 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

San  Francisco  Mechanics'  Library 

San  Francisco,  Public  Library 

Scranton  Public  Library 

Somerville,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

Syracuse  Public  Library 

Tacoma  Public  Library 

Taunton,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

Three  Rivers,  Michigan,  Public  Library 

Toronto  Public  Library 

Warren  Co.,  111.,  Library 

Washington,  Library  of  Congress S 
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Vols.  Pamph. 

Watcrbury,  Conn.,  Bronson  Library i 

Wilkes-Barre   Osterhout  Libraiy lo 

Wilmington,  Del.,  Institute  Library 

Windsor,  Ont,  Public  Library 

Worcester  Co.,  Law  Library 

Worcester    Public    Library 

Yale   University   Library 

Totals 1,163  4,063 
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Report  of  the  President 


To  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  City  of  Detroit: 

Gentlemen — I  hope  to  be  excused  for  assigning  to  the 
librarian  the  financial  and  statistical  condition  of  this  commis- 
sion for  the  year  1903  and  shall  confine  myself  briefly  to  a 
discussion  of,  and  a  few  suggestions  touching,  matters  of 
interest  connected  with  the  labors  of  the  commission. 

A  matter  of  supreme  inerest  to  all  lovers  of  literature  and 
its  dissemination,  is  the  future  enlargement  of  our  buildings 
and  the  development  of  a  public  demand  for  theif  use.  The 
success  of  any  library,  be  it  circulating  or  reference,  must  be 
measured  by  the  extent  of  its  use,  and  this  should  be  limited 
only  by  the  demand  for  books,  care  being  taken  to  have 
the  supply  always  in  excess.  The  endeavor  of  the  com- 
mission is  and  has  been  to  develop  the  library  system,  and  the 
enthusiasm  of  its  promoters  is  only  curtailed  by  limitations 
over  which  they  have  no  control. 

At  the  present  time  we  are  probably  at  the  most  crucial 
point  in  our  existence.  The  possibilities  of  a  magnificent 
future  are  apparently  within  our  grasp,  but  Tantalus-like  they 
have  so  far  eluded  the  most  persevering  and  intelligent  efforts 
to  secure. 

The  laws  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  librarian,  cannot  be  said  to  be  liberal  but  at  the  same 
time  the  recognition  is  by  no  means  niggardly,  as  the  develop- 
ment to  our  present  condition  has  been  strictly  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  constitution;  the  financial  considerations  we  have 
enjoyed  in  no  instance  exceeding  that  therein  provided.  To 
this  recognition  by  the  pioneers  of  Michigan  we  owe  the  pres- 
ent standing  of  our  Public  Library,  or  it  may  even  antedate 
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this,  for  the  Indians,  the  Ottawa,  Chippewa,  and  Pottawatamie 
tribes'  in  1817  made  a  grant  of  six  sections  of  land  in  equal 
shares  to  the  Church  of  St.  Anne  and  the  College  of  Detroit, 
because  of  "Believing  they  may  wish  some  of  their  children 
hereafter  educated."  This  gift  Judge  Cooley  says  was  fully 
equal  in  positive  value  and  prospectively  superior  to  the  gifts 
for  like  purposes  which  made  John  Harvard  and  Elihu  Yale 
immortal.  The  same  trend  of  thought  actuated  General  Cass, 
who  in  his  message  of  May,  1829,  says,  "No  wiser  or  juster 
tax  can  be  levied  than  one  devoted  to  the  education,  of  the 
public;  political  institutions  whose  foundations  rest  upon  pub- 
lic opinion  can  never  be  secure  unless  the  people  are  educated. 
Public  opinion  to  be  safe  must  be  enlightened."  To  our 
public  schools  only  is  the  public  library  secondary  as  a 
factor  in  the  dissemination  of  useful  knowledge.  Does 
it  not  seem  in  these  later  days  we  are  recreant  to  the  trust 
committed  to  us  if  we  permit  sentiment  or  sophistry  to  prevent 
the  fuller  development  and  expansion  of  our  library  system? 
The  opportunity  is  given  by  the  magnificent  offer  of  Mr.  Car- 
negie. Is  it  conceivable  that  with  our  history  and  our  record 
as  citizens  of  the  commonwealth  of  Michigan,  we  will  refuse 
to  take  advantage  of  this  grandest  possibility  for  future  devel- 
opment. Dr.  W.  T.  Harris  well  says  the  schools  give  the 
preliminary  preparation  for  education  and  the  library  gives  the 
means  by  which  the  individual  completes  and  accomplishes  it. 

A  subject  to  which  I  have  given  considerable  thought  and 
which  I  hope  will  be  apropos  at  present  is  the  matter  of  devot- 
ing the  library  exclusively  to  literature,  or  shall  we  increase 
its  facilities  by  the  addition  of  art  gallery,  museum,  etc  I 
believe  should  our  hopes  for  enlargement  succeed  we  cannot 
do  better  than  to  follow  the  example  set  by  the  Buffalo  Library, 
which  has  arranged  its  beautiful  building  so  as  to  lodge  the 
natural  history  museum,  the  art  gallery  and  the  historical  soci- 
ety museum  under  the  same  roof.    The  Province  of  Ontario 
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and  State  of  New  York  provide  by  special  act  for  the  com- 
bination of  these  three,  and  according  to  James  Bain  we  are 
drifting  in  the  direction  of  combined  libraries,  museums,  and 
art  galleries  and  the  combination  is  gradually  approving  itself 
for  its  educational  and  refining  influences.  It  is  inevitable  that 
before  long,  either  by  gift  or  by  taxation,  a  library  building 
worthy  of  this  city  will  be  erected ;  with  this  end  in  view  our 
aim  should  be  not  to  develop  the  specialized  museum  or  expen- 
sive art  gallery  but  quietly  work  them  up  as  necessary  parts  of 
the  library. 

From  the  avidity  with  which  the  reading  public  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  freedom  of  shelves  given  them  by  the 
opening  of  the  various  alcoves  on  the  ground  floor  of  the 
library,  it  is  evident  we  have  made  no  mistake.  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  that  this  method  of  serving  the  public 
be  extended  and  that  it  no  longer  be  confined  to  fiction  alone. 
Another  suggestion  is  that  greater  freedom  of  the  shelves  be 
extended  to  the  public  and  that  under  proper  surveilance  stu- 
dents, the  press,  the  pulpit,  the  professions,  and  those  properly 
vouched  for  by  their  instructors  be  permitted  to  roam  at  will 
through  the  book  shelves.  I  believe  thoroughly  in  the  state- 
ment that  "a  familiarity  with  the  titles  and  appearance  of  the 
books  is  of  value,"  and  is  "frequently  the  germ  of  the  bookish- 
ness  characteristic  of  literary  workers." 

There  is  no  question  but  that  the  lately  inaugurated  system 
of  branch  libraries  is  meeting  a  most  energetic  and  popular 
demand.  The  success  which  has  attended  the  introduction  of 
them  into  different  parts  of  the  city  (excepting  possibly  that 
at  the  Central  High  School)  was  immediate,  and  encourages 
the  belief  that  still  further  extension  is  advisable.  A  matter 
of  congratulation  is  that  so  large  a  portion  of  the  books  with- 
drawn from  these  branches  are  of  the  more  solid  character, 
the  percentage  of  fiction  being  very  much  less  than  that  from 
the  Central  Library.    Our  experience  with  these  branch  libra- 
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ties  in  the  less  pretentious  parts  of  the  city  shows  conclusively 
that  the  readers  of  fiction  and  sensationalism  come  greatly 
from  the  leisure  class.  In  other  words,  fiction  and  others  of 
its  class  are  consimied  in  inverse  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
daily  employment.  For  this  reason  principally,  I  would  urge, 
while  our  resources  are  limited,  the  opening  of  branches  in 
locations  occupied  by  actual  workers. 

Since  the  inception  of  the  public  library  it  has  apparently 
been  the  policy  of  the  Board,  with  but  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, to  confine  their  expenditures  to  the  one-fifth  of  a 
mill  tax  mandatory  by  the  State  law.  To  me  it  is  very  ques- 
tionable whether  this  is  commendable  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
mission, especially  at  the  present  time  when  the  establishing 
of  the  various  branches  entails  a  large  increase  in  maintenance 
expense.  The  expenditure  for  books  is  ridiculously  small  for 
a  city  the  size  of  Detroit,  the  most  rigid  economy  as  practised 
by  the  commission  in  all  its  details,  only  permitting  an  amount 
less  than  $10,000  per  annum  for  what  at  first  thought  would 
be  the  primary  object  of  the  library's  existence.  I  believe  the 
taxpayers  are  heartily  in  accord  with  the  commission  and  will 
endorse  a  most  liberal  estimate.  We  should  in  my  opinion 
expend  at  least  twice  as  much  annually  for  the  purchase 
of  books  and  enlarge  until  the  Detroit  Library  occupies  a  posi- 
tion worthy  the  culture  and  intelligence  of  its  citizens. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  speak  of  the  efficient  service 
rendered  this  commission  by  the  library  staff.  I  feel  satisfied 
that  the  intelligent  and  hearty  cooperation  of  the  librarian  and 
his  assistants  have  had  all  to  do  with  the  exceedingly  satis- 
factory results  during  the  past  year.  The  different  depart- 
ments have  been  a  unit  working  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
whole  library.  A  generous  and  laudable  rivalry  has  existed 
between  the  various  branch  library  officials  which  has  served 
to  bring  them  up  to  a  high  state  of  efficiency. 
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In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  to  your  honorable  com- 
mission my  sincere  thanks  for  the  courtesy  received  at  your 
hands  as  well  as  for  the  devotion  to  duty  shown  by  every 
attache  of  the  commission. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

John  E.  Clark,  President. 

Detroit,  January  2,  1904. 
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Report  of  the  Librarian 


To  the  Detroit  Library  Commission: 

The  legislature  of  1903  amended  the  law  governing  the 
library  commission  in  such  way  as  to  retain  all  the  library 
moneys  in  the  city  treasury  and  to  send  the  library  accounts 
through  the  usual  channels  of  ordinary  city  business.  All 
bills  are  required  to  be  made  out  upon  prescribed  forms  in 
duplicate;  they  must  be  in  the  fullest  detail  and  sworn  to 
before  a  notary  public,  who  must,  in  every  case,  add  the  date 
of  expiration  of  his  comm^ission.  •  When  bills  have  been 
approved  by  the  library  commission  they  are  certified  to  the 
city  controller,  who,  if  he  approves,  sends  them  to  the  com- 
mon council,  by  which  they  are  referred  to  the  committee  on 
claims  and  accounts.  When  this  committee  reports  them  out 
they  are  usually  passed  by  the  common  council  and  are  then 
held  for  one  week  pending  approval  by  the  mayor  or  a  motion 
to  reconsider  on  the  part  of  any  alderman. 

The  bills  must  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  executive  officer  of 
the  library,  a  committee  of  the  commission  and  the  commis- 
sion itself,  the  city  controller,  the  committee  on  claims  and 
accounts  of  the  common  council,  the  council  itself  and  finally 
the  mayor.  Any  bill  which  can  stand  all  this  inspection  must 
certainly  be  bona  fide  and  on  good  paper. 

A  serious  objection  to  this  legislation  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  library  is  now  deprived  of  the  interest  on  its  daily  balances 
which  it  formerly  received  to  the  extent  of  several  hundred 
dollars  a  year.  Under  the  new  system  the  original  bills  are  no 
longer  in  the  files  in  the  office  of  the  library,  and  one  who 
wishes  to  inspect  them  must  visit  the  city  hall.    Though  the 
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library  is  a  loser  imder  this  scheme,  it  is  difficalt  to  see  a  corre- 
sponding advantage  in  any  quarter.  Details  of  the  finances 
of  the  library  will  be  found  in  Appendix  A. 

Gfowth  of  the  Library 

In  the  matter  of  book  purchases  a  very  conservative  course 
was  pursued  throughout  the  year.  The  whole  number  of 
books  added  was  9,409,  while  the  number  withdrawn  as  worn 
out,  etc.,  was  2,700,  leaving  the  net  increase  of  the  library 
6,709.  Of  the  whole  number  of  books  added,  8,298  were 
bought,  of  which  2,081  were  bought  to  replace  those  worn  out. 
Of  the  volumes  bought  5,890  went  into  the  central  'library 
and  2,403  into  the  branches  and  school  traveling  libraries. 
The  net  gain  in  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  central  library 
was  4,916 ;  the  increase  in  the  several  branches  was  as  follows : 
Branch  1,  602;  Branch  2,  761;  Branch  8,  644;  while  the  sup- 
ply for  the  schools  was  decreased  by  204,  not  so  many  having 
been  bought  as  were  wcmh  out  or  lost. 

One  consideration  which  has  an  important  bearing  on  the 
purchase  of  boc4cs  is  the  increased  cost  of  all  new  books, 
resulting  from  the  organization  of  publishers  and  bodcsellers. 
The  combination  appears  to  have  been  successful  in  its  advance 
of  prices.  Our  new  books  are  costing  about  20  per  cent,  more 
than  formerly.  When  the  combination  was  formed  the  pub- 
lishers quelled  the  apprehensions  of  library  purchasing  com- 
mittees with  the  statement  that  although  prices  thereafter 
were  to  be  net  the  selling  price  would  be  reduced,  so  that  the 
cost  to  libraries  would  remain  practically  the  same  or  at  most 
not  more  than  8  per  cent,  increase.  This  idea  proved  to  be  a 
delusion.  The  old  selling  price  has  been  in  almost  all  cases 
maintained,  or  cut  down  by  only  an  insignificant  amount, 
and  the  discount  to  libraries  is  greatly  reduced,  with  the  result, 
as  above  stated,  of  an  increase  in  cost  of  about  20  per  cent. 
With  the  purchasing  power  of  our  funds  reduced  to  so  great 
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an  extent  the  problem  of  keeping  up  the  supply  of  new  boc^ 
becomes  a  very  serious  one  to  the  taxpayers. 

The  subject  has  been  under  consideration  by  the  national 
association  of  Librarians,  and  committees  of  that  body  have 
made  strenuous  efforts  to  get  a  better  discount  for  libraries, 
but  with  very  dim  prospects  of  success.  The  combination 
appears  to  be  copper  bound  and  double  rivetted  and  not  sus- 
ceptible to  any  appeals  of  sentiment  or  pro  bono  publico.  It 
seems  to  be  out  for  profits,  and  the  buyers  of  books  must  take 
the  consequences. 

Statistics  of  accessions  in  Appendix  B. 

Use  of  the  Library 

The  statistics  of  the  use  of  the  library,  which  will  be  found 
in  Appendix  C,  show  a  small  decrease  in  the  home  circulation 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  This  decrease  was  wholly 
in  the  circulation  of  books  through  the  public  schools,  and  was 
in  all  probability  due  to  the  smallpox  epidemic  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  winter  of  1902-3.  The  circulation  from  the  main 
library  and  branches  increased  somewhat,  though  not  enough 
to  make  up  entirely  the  falling  off  in  the  schools. 

We  are  beginning  to  see  the  effect  of  the  establishment  of 
branches  upon  the  circulation  of  the  main  library.  It  seems 
certain  that  the  people  who  patronize  the  branches  are  not 
wholly  new  patrons — although  a  very  large  proportion  of  them 
undoubtedly  are — ^but  that  many  who  have  previously  drawn 
books  from  the  main  library  are  now  going  to  the  branches. 
This  is  indicated  by  the  decrease  of  the  home  circulation  from 
the  main  library.  This  decrease  is  the  most  marked  in  the 
children's  department,  where  the  circulation  has  run  down  from 
84,633  in  1900  to  66,584  in  1903.  The  fact  appears  to  be  that 
the  children  who  live  remote  from  the  main  library  have  trans- 
ferred their  patronage  to  the  branches  nearer  their  homes. 
It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation,  and  not  regret,  that  this  is  so. 
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Certainly  it  is  well  that  children  should  be  able  to  get  books 
near  their  homes,  instead  of  going  for  them  long  distances  to 
the  center  of  the  city. 

The  number  of  library  card  holders  increased  1,186  during 
the  past  year,  which  was  a  most  notable  increase,  due  largely 
to  the  activity  of  the  branches.  The  whole  number  of  out- 
standing valid  cards  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  33,758. 

All  cards  are  issued  at  the  central  library.  Applications  are 
taken  at  the  branches  and  sent  in  to  the  card  registry  office, 
where,  if  the  application  is  approved,  a  card  is  issued  to  be 
sent  to  the  proper  branch  to  be  called  for.  The  branches  have 
established  the  practice  of  keeping  a  register  of  their  several 
card  users  for  convenience  in  sending  notices  when  advisable. 
This  is  found  to  be  worth  doing. 

Rcf cfence  Dcparttnent 

The  reference  department  has  maintained  its  efficiency  and 
popularity  throughout  the  year.  The  use  of  this  room  is 
wholly  for  serious  and  studious  purposes,  a  use  which  the 
officials  of  the  library  wish  to  encourage  in  all  possible  ways. 
Reading  for  recreation  serves  a  wholesome  end,  but  investi- 
gation and  study  of  questions  of  moment  are  certainly  much 
more  important.  It  is  this  latter  use  of  books  which  most  com- 
pletely justifies  the  expenditure  of  public  funds.  It  is  here 
that  the  public  library  is  filling  its  educational  mission. 

The  reference  room  is  mainly  used  by  the  normal  training 
school  teachers  and  pupils,  students  of  the  Detroit  and  medical 
colleges  and  the  several  high  schools  and  the  members  of  the 
numerous  study  clubs  of  Detroit  and  surrounding  towns.  It 
is  by  no  means  a  rare  thing  to  see  visitors  from  Mt.  Clemens, 
Flint,  Pontiac,  Port  Huron,  Pl)miouth,  Wyandotte  and  other 
near-by  places,  who  have  come  to  the  city  wholly  or  mainly 
to  consult  our  books.  The  room  is  free  to  all  visitors  and  no 
formalities  attend  the  reference  use  of  the  contents  of  the 
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library.  This  department  also  answers  many  questions  sent 
in  by  mail,  all  of  which  demand  intelligent  industry  on  the 
part  of  the  reference  librarian  and  her  assistants.  They 
endeavor  in  all  ways  to  make  themselves  useful  and  are  kept 
very  busy. 

Qrctflatfaig  DqMtftmeat 

The  plan  of  giving  the  general  public  free  access  to  all  the 
fiction  was  put  into  practical  effect  on  the  1st  of  July.  This 
was  done  by  removing  the  exit  turnstile  to  the  extreme  south 
end  of  the  department.  This  opens  seven  alcoves,  in  place  of 
the  two  formerly  accessible  to  the  public.  The  whole  fiction 
class,  including  German  and  French  a$  well  as  English,  can 
now  be  examined  at  leisure  by  readers.  If  a  place  can  be  pro- 
vided, it  is  quite  desirable  to  add  also  the  Polish  books  to  the 
free  access  collection.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  scheme  is  a 
popular  one.  It  appears  also  to  be  in  the  interest  of  better 
reading.  We  find  that  if  people  may  choose  their  books  by 
examination  of  them,  they  show  a  disposition  to  make  better 
selections  than  if  their  choice  is  limited  to  the  printed  catalogue 
and  to  the  authors  whom  they  have  read  or  of  whom  they  hap- 
pen to  have  heard.  Before  opening  the  alcoves  a  general  over- 
hauling was  had,  and  many  of  the  out-of-date  bodes  which 
modem  readers  would  never  look  at  were  culled  out  and 
shelved  by  themselves.  They  are  still  in  our  catalogues,  and 
may  be  given  out  if  asked  for,  but  the  calls  are  practically  very 
rare. 

The  superintendent  of  circulation  has  devoted  considerable 
attention  to  the  preparation  of  a  subject  card  catalogue  of 
fiction,  which,  though  not  yet  completed,  has  been  found  to  be 
very  useful.  Hardly  a  day  passes  on  which  there  is  not  inquiry 
respecting  the  character  of  certain  books,  or  for  books  of  a  cer- 
tain character,  which  the  catalogue  will  answer.  The  time 
spent  in  this  practical  aid  to  readers  is  certainly  worth  all  it 
costs. 
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Children's  Department 

The  room  was  vastly  improved  during  the  summer  by  being 
re-decorated.  The  walls  and  ceilings  had  not  been  touched 
for  several  years  and  had  become  very  dingy.  Delicate  tones 
of  green  and  cream  were  used  in  the  improvement,  and  the 
result  is  highly  pleasing.  The  bare  spaces  of  wall  between  the 
wainscoting  and  the  picture  molding  were  covered  with  olive 
burlaps,  which  forms  an  excellent  background  for  picture  bulle- 
tins and  other  similar  displays. 

The  lighting  of  the  room  has  been  greatly  improved  by 
the  substitution  of  a  better  shade  over  the  electric  lamps. 

A  large  sign  has  been  placed  over  the  outer  door,  direct- 
ing the  passer-by  to  the  entrance  to  the  department. 

Miss  Conover,  superintendent  of  the  department,  has,  upon 
request  of  the  principals,  visited  Several  of  the  public  schools 
and  talked  to  the  teachers,  explaining  what  the  library  is  trying 
to  do  for  children.  She  was  heard  with  interest,  and  many  of 
the  teachers  have  since  shown  their  cordial  support  of  the 
library's  eflForts  by  sending  their  pupils  to  the  department 
with  topics  of  compositions  for  which  they  were  expected  to 
gather  information. 

A  measure  was  adopted  late  in  the  year  which  is  very  popu- 
lar with  the  children.  It  practically  suspends  the  age  limit. 
Hitherto  those  entitled  to  have  cards  in  their  own  name  must 
be  at  least  13  years  old.  Several  years  ago  I  proposed  the 
abolition  of  this  rule,  but  the  suggestion  was  not  favorably 
received.  This  year  it  was  approved,  with  the  limitation  that 
the  issuing  of  cards  to  those  under  twelve  should  be  subject 
to  the  discretion  of  the  librarian.  The  general  regulation  has 
been  made  by  the  librarian  that  a  card  will  be  given  to  any  child 
upwards  of  seven  or  eight  years  of  age  who  comes  accom- 
panied by  parent  or  teacher,  or  who  brings  a  note  from  either, 
approving  the  issuing  of  such  card. 

The  series  of  Saturday  afternoon  talks  to  the  children  in 
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the  room,  which  was  started  in  the  previous  year,  was  con- 
tinued with  remarkable  success  through  the  spring  and  again 
taken  up  in  the  fall.  Among  those  who  thus  favored  the  chil- 
dren were  Mr.  Bryant  Walker,  who  gave  a  very  interesting 
talk  on  "Snails."  Miss  Mary  Catherine  Crowley,  author  of 
"A  Daughter  of  New  France,"  gave  a  picturesque  account  of 
life  in  early  Detroit;  Mr.  Christian  Leidich  gave  a  vivid 
account  of  "Life  on  a  great  ocean  steamship,"  illustrated  with 
pictures  of  some  of  the  largest  ships;  Miss  Tei  Morita,  a 
Japanese  young  woman  student  at  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, appeared  before  the  children  dressed  in  her  native  costume 
and  told  something  of  her  early  life  and  experiences  in  far 
away  Japan;  Mr.  Jefferson  Butler  closed  the  spring  series 
with  a  very  interesting  talk  on  "Birds,"  illustrated  with  numer- 
ous mounted  specimens  of  flifferent  varieties  familiar  to  this 
region.  The  course  was  resumed  in  October  when  Miss  Irene 
Grosvenor  Wheelock  gave  another  delightful  talk  on  "Birds." 
Dr.  Oscar  E.  Fischer  gave  a  talk  on  "Toadstools,"  illustrated 
with  numerous  specimens  of  fungi  and  charts  and  spore  prints. 
He  was  followed  by  Miss  Irene  Farquhar,  who  has  already 
given  two  of  the  projected  four  recitations  of  well  known 
stories.  The  first  was  the  story  of  "The  Holy  Grail,"  illus- 
trated with  copies  of  Abbey's  celebrated  pictures  in  the  Boston 
Public  Library.  The  second  was  the  story  of  "The  Niebelim- 
gen  Ring."  Her  method  of  recitation  was  superb,  and  the 
children  listened  with  rapt  attention.  In  fact,  it  has  somewhat 
surprised  us  that  with  the  room  packed  as  full  as  it  can  possibly 
hold  and  many  of  the  children  small  and  naturally  restless, 
they  have  invariably  preserved  the  strictest  order  and  paid  the 
closest  attention.  None  of  the  talks  have  occupied  more  than 
twenty  to  thirty  minutes.  We  know  from  the  character  of  the 
books  asked  for  by  the  children  after  these  talks  that  they 
have  been  attracted  to  the  subjects  discussed  and  wish  to  read 
about  them. 
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Branches  and  Schools 

All  the  branches  have  shown  a  decided  advance  in  number 
of  volumes  circulated.  Branch  2,  which  was  located  in  the 
Harris  school,  on  Pulford  and  EUery,  was  in  a  small  and 
dingy  room  in  the  basement  and  not  favorably  placed  as  to 
location.  Accordingly  it  was  moved,  March  1st,  into  a  store 
building  at  887  Gratiot  avenue,  near  McDougall.  The 
quarters  are  agreeable,  on  the  sunny  side  of  the  street, 
the  building  an  attractive  one  and  the  room  itself  pleasant. 
The  growth  which  the  branch  has  made  since  the  removal 
fully  justifies  the  judgment  of  the  commission  in  making  the 
change,  although  there  is  increased  expense  in  the  way  of 
rent,  etc.  This  branch,  as  well  as  all  the  others,  is  open  from 
10  A.  M.  to  9  p.  M.^  and  Branch  2  is  also  open  on  Sunday 
afternoon  from  2  to  6  o'clock. 

Late  in  the  year  the  commission  decided  to  open  two  addi- 
tional branches.  Quarters  for  Branch  4  were  secured  at  284 
Field  avenue,  comer  of  Agnes  avenue.  This  is  a  pleasant  and 
convenient  room,  formerly  occupied  as  a  drug  store.  It  is 
in  a  neighborhood  which  is  quite  closely  settled  with  an  intelli- 
gent and  well-to-do  class  of  citizens.  Branch  No.  5  has  been 
located  at  800  Grand  River  avenue,  near  Calumet  street.  This 
is  in  a  block  of  stores,  and  the  room  is  pleasant  and  well 
lighted.  Both  the  above  mentioned  rooms  were  fitted  up  before 
the  close  of  the  year  and  made  ready  for  opening  as  soon  as 
the  books  for  them  can  be  catalogued. 

The  system  of  traveling  libraries  in  the  schools  has  been 
continued  as  heretofore.  About  450  books  which  had  become 
badly  worn  and  soiled  were  discarded.  New  books  were 
bought  to  replace  them,  though  not  fully  so.  New  titles  were 
selected  to  a  considerable  extent,  as  it  was  thought  that  some- 
thing fresh  might  be  more  attractive  than  the  old  titles  which 
had  been  in  use  for  ten  years  or  more. 

The  circulation  in  the  schools  was  81,107,   as  against 
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98,860  in  the  previous  year,  a  falling  off  of  17,753.  This  is 
believed  to  be  almost  wholly  due  to  the  epidemic  of  smallpox 
and  other  contagious  diseases  which  prevailed  during  the  win- 
ter of  1902-03.  We  know  that  in  many  cases  the  boxes  sent 
out  to  the  schools  returned  to  us  unopened,  and  in  one  instance 
a  box  of  70  books  was  destroyed  because  of  contamination. 

The  details  of  this  school  circulation  will  be  found  in 
Appendix  C. 

By  invitation  of  the  superintendent  of  schools  the  librarian 
addressed  a  meeting  of  the  principals  on  the  use  of  the  library, 
especially  the  catalogues  and  reference  books,  and  incidentally 
the  school  traveling  libraries,  the  success  of  which  depends  so 
much  upon  the  interest  and  enthusiasm  of  the  teachers.  That 
interest  and  enthusiasm  are  steadily  growing. 

Catalosfues 

During  the  year,  19,771  cards  were  added  to  our  cata- 
logues. Of  these  10,753  were  handwritten,  6,058  t3rpewritten, 
1,650  were  printed  by  the  Library  of  Congress,  731  were 

printed  by  the  A,  L.  A.,  and  579  printed  by  U.  S.  government 
departments. 

The  manuscript  copy  for  supplement  No.  3  to  the  general 
catalogue  was  entirely  ready  for  the  printer  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  A  contract  for  printing  was  made  with  the  Cadillac 
Printing  Co.,  which  got  out  the  last  previous  supplement  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  It  is  hoped  that  the  volume  will  be  ready 
for  distribution  in  the  spring.  It  will  probably  comprise  800 
to  900  pages. 

The  preparation  of  a  new  catalogue  of  fiction  has  been 
begun  by  the  superintendent  of  circulation  and  her  assistant, 
in  response  to  the  evident  necessity  for  a  revised  edition. 
The  one  in  present  use  was  made  five  years  ago,  and  it 
goes  without  saying  that  a  very  large  number  of  popular  books 
of  to-day  do  not  appear  in  it.  The  plan  is  to  print  the  new 
edition  as  soon  as  the  same  can  be  completed. 
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The  copy  for  a  new  catalogue  of  books  in  the  German 
language  is  in  a  forward  state  of  preparation.  A  contract  for 
printing  has  been  made,  and  the  work  is  to  be  put  through  as 
rapidly  as  possible  when  once  begun. 

A  new  classified  catalogue  of  good  books  for  young  people 
is  being  prepared  by  Miss  Conover,  superintendent  of  the  chil- 
dren's department.  The  last  previous  one  was  issued  in  1894. 
Since  the  children  have  had  free  access  to  the  shelves  to  make 
their  own  selections  there  did  not  seem  to  be  much  necessity  for 
a  printed  catalogue.  But  recently  there  has  been  a  request 
from  parents  and  teachers  for  such  a  list  which  they  could 
look  over  at  leisure  and  so  be  able  to  choose  books  for  particu- 
lar recommendation.  When  the  catalogue  is  out  a  copy  is  to 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  public  school  teacher  in  the 
city. 

The  annual  bulletin  was  issued  as  usual  early  in  the  year. 
Pains  were  taken  to  get  it  out  promptly,  with  the  result  that 
an  unusual  number  were  bought  by  patrons  for  home  use. 

The  only  other  catalogue  actually  issued  during  the  year 
was  that  of  Bohemian  books.  Upon  the  request  of  natives  of 
Bohemia  resident  in  the  city,  the  library  increased  its  stock  of 
bodes  in  that  language  to  about  130  and  printed  a  catalogue 
of  them  for  free  distribution. 

A  new  experiment  was  entered  upon  in  October  in  the 
issuing  of  "Public  Library  Monthly."  This  is  a  folio  in  form 
and  very  handsomely  printed.  The  project  originated  with  the 
publishers  of  the  American  Architect,  of  Boston.  They  print 
four  pages  of  book  lists  and  other  matter  which  the  library  may 
furnish  and  several  pages  of  plates  of  library,  and  other,  build- 
ings, originally  made  for  the  Architect.  The  publishers  do 
this  and  supply  a  certain  number  of  copies,  all  without  expense 
to  the  library.  The  copies  thus  furnished  are  distributed 
among  patrons  of  the  library  without  charge.  This  publica- 
tion, since  it  contains  lists  of  new  books,  serves  the  purpose 
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of  a  monthly  bulletin  and  appears  to  be  very  highly  appreci- 
ated. We  have  received  many  expressions  of  high  commenda- 
tion of  the  enterprise. 

The  Staff 

An   examination  of   candidates  for   employment  in   the 

library  was  held  March  2,  when  39  persons  handed  in  papers. 

Eight  were  found  to  have  attained  a  credit  of  75  per  cent,  or 

upward.    On  account  of  the  necessity  for  increasing  the  staff 

by  reason  of  opening  all  the  branches  practically  the  same 

hours  as  the  main  library,  there  was  immediate  employment 

for  several.  Six  of  the  eight  who  passed  are  now  steadily 
employed. 

The  eligible  list  being  exhausted,  a  second  examination 
within  the  year  was  held  December  29,  when  36  candidates 
appeared.  Four  of  these  made  the  required  percentage  and 
all  were  immediately  taken  into  the  service. 

The  regular  annual  examination  of  apprentices  was  held 
under  the  rule  June  30.  Three  candidates  were  in  attendance 
and  all  passed  with  high  credits,  ranging  from  77  to  92.  There 
will  be  a  large  class  for  the  next  examination. 

There  were  three  resignations  from  the  staff  during  the 
year,  two  on  account  of  prospective  changes  in  domestic  rela- 
tions. Miss  Margaret  Myler  left  the  library  the  first  of  May 
and  Miss  Inez  Geer  the  1st  of  October.  Mr.  Roy  Patten,  who 
had  been  for  some  time  librarian  of  Branch  2,  resigned  May 
15  to  accept  more  lucrative  employment  in  the  far  west  Miss 
Rhoda  Farquharson  was  granted  leave  of  absence  the  1st  of 
October  to  contiue  her  studies  at  the  university  for  another 
year.  Miss  Rosalie  Mimiford,  who  was  granted  leave  of 
absence  for  a  year  to  attend  the  New  York  state  library  school, 
was  given  an  extension  for  another  year,  upon  her  request,  to 
enable  her  to  complete  the  course. 

There  was  an  unusual  amount  of  absence  from  sickness 
during  the  yean    One  of  the  assistants  was  away  four  months 
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with  a  very  severe  illness  and  another  lost  three  months  in  the 
early  spring  and  summer. 

Eight  members  of  the  staff,  with  the  librarian,  attended  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  American  Library  Association  at 
Niagara  Falls  in  June,  their  time  being  allowed  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  library  commission. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  renew  my  thanks  to  all  the  members 
of  the  staff,  without  exception,  for  their  loyalty  to  myself 
personally  as  the  head  of  the  institution  and  for  faithfulness 
in  the  performance  of  every  duty.  I  feel  certain  that  each  one 
has  conscientiously  tried  to  do  the  very  best  for  the  ends  which 
the  library  is  planning  to  serve. 


The  library  enjoyed  the  novel  sensation  of  a  money  bequest 
— ^the  first  in  its  history.  Miss  Julia  H.  Williams,  of  this  city, 
who  died  in  New  York  early  in  the  year,  made  provision  in 
her  will  for  a  gift  of  $150.00  to  the  library,  to  be  expended 
on  books  on  music,  the  drama  and  sculpture.  The  library 
commission  has  accepted  the  bequest  and  voted  to  expend  the 
sum  mainly  for  music,  a  special  book  plate  to  be  placed  in  each 
book  bought  with  the  ftmd,  to  indicate  the  source  of  its  pur- 
chase. 

Four  of  the  English  dailies  of  the  city — Free  Press,  Jour- 
nal, News  and  Tribime — ^have  continued  to  supply  a  set  of 
their  papers  for  binding.  Many  of  the  physicians  of  the  city 
have  also  continued  the  custom  inaugurated  several  years  ago 
of  subscribing  for  standard  medical  periodicals  of  this  coimtry 
and  of  Europe  and  every  three  months  turning  them  over  to 
the  library  for  the  use  of  patrons  of  our  medical  department 

A  detailed  list  of  gifts  from  various  sources  will  be  found 
appended  to  this  report.  It  shows  a  large  number  of  thought- 
ful friends  who  have  exhibited  their  interest  in  the  library  by 
adding  to  its  store  of  literary  treasures. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Henry  M.  Utley, 

Librarian. 
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FmANCIAI,  Staismknt. 

Balance  on  hand  January  i,  1903 $19*403  77 

Receipts — 

From  city  taxes,  1902 $SAS^  59 

Prom  city  taxes,  1903 42,943  la 

f48.439  71 
From  Comity  Treasmrer,  fines  and  penalties 3iOi7  44 

Interest  on  dail3r  balances 236  73 

Bond  of  defaulting  treasurer 2.161  42 

Library  fines ii78o  75 

Lost  books 154  57 

Books  sold. 129  51 

Catalogs  sold 92  30 

Paper  sold 17  85 

Wuliams  legacy 60  00 

City  Savings  Bank  dividend 7  97 

Rebates 8  32 

56,106  57 

Total  receipts,  1903 l75i5io  34 

Total  disbursements,  1903 5I1B35  84 

Balance  December  31.  1903 123,674  50 

DiSBUKSBMBNTS. 

Paid  f  or— 

Books $9,807  31 

Subscriptions 1,867  08 

Binding  and  repair  of  books 4i50o  53 

Repairs 725  54 

Fuel 1,654  76 

Stationery  and  blanks 617  87 

Labor  and  Supplies 832  56 

Postage 175  30 

Freight  and  enress 97  64 

Furniture  and  Fixtures 653  30 

Salaries,  library  staff ^5*i^^  3' 

Salaries,  janitors 3,859  49 

Insurance 46  00 

Rent .■ 207  50 

Printing  and  binding  catalogs 495  03 

Printing  proceedings  and  report 252  45 

Legal  pnnting  and  expenses 86  00 

Advertising 438  01 

Cartage 93  50 

Librarian's  excuses 47  85 

Librarian's  claim  against  City  Bank 63  81 

Total  disbursements $511835  84 
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Book  Accessions,  1903. 

Number  of  Volumes,  January  z,  1903 i79>74o 

Added  by  purchase 8>^3 

Gift 547 

Binding 569 

9i4o9 

189,149 
Discarded — 

Worn  out 2,173 

Lost  and  paid  for 160 

Contagious  infection 82 

Sold  and  exchanged 285 

2,700 

2.700 

Number  of  Volumes  January  i,  1904 186,449 

Nbt  Additions. 

The  following  shows  the  net  additions  during  the  year  and 
the  distribution  of  the  whole  number  of  books: 

Net  Additions.  Whole  No. 

Central  Library , 4i9i6  166,424 

Branch  No.  i 602  2,678 

Branch  No.  2 751  3,047 

Branch  No.  3 644  3,i8o 

Public  School  Libraries  (Decrease) 204  11,120 

Total 6,709  186,449 

Rkadbrs'  Cards. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  readers'  cards  issued 
in  the  years  named  and  the  whole  number  of  valid  cards  now 
outstanding,  cards  being  good  for  five  years: 

1899 5,761 

1900 7,088 

1901 6,857    , 

1902 6,835 

1903 7, 237 

Total 33i778 


LIBRARY  COMMISSION  RSPORT  OF  I903. 


27 


The  following  shows  the  gross 
in  1903: 

Main 
Mbraiy. 

Bibliography 138 

Cyclopedias 12 

Periodicals 488 

Philosophy iii 

ReHgion 162 

Sociology 495 

Philology 27 

Science 250 

Useful  Alts 457 

Fine  Arts 251 

Literatnre 360 

History 267 

Travel 187 

Biography 286 

Fiction 1,438 

German 169 

French 136 

Polish 140 

Bohemian 130 

Spanish 4 

united  States  Documents 268 

Unused  Duplicates 157 

Total 5,933 


Following  is  a  statement  of  the 
library  in  the  several  classes,  with 
the  year: 


additions  of  books  by  classes 


Philosophy 

Religion 

Sociology 

Philology 

Science 

Useful  Arts 

Fine  Arts 

Literature 

History 

Travel 

Biogpraphy 

Fiction 

United  States  Documents. 
Unused  Duplicates 


Children's 

Branches 

Department. 

and  Schools. 

ToUl. 

•  •  •  • 

• .  • . 

138 

•  •  •  • 

15 

27 

64 

293 

845 

•  •  •  • 

II 

122 

10 

5 

177 

30 

127 

652 

•  •  •   • 

I 

28 

39 

71 

350 

22 

67 

546 

18 

25 

294 

38 

122 

520 

29 

84 

380 

26 

82 

295 

15 

121 

422 

742 

1,172 

3,352 

257 

426 

136 

140 

130 

4 

268 

157 

1,023 

2,453 

9,409 

le  number  of  books 

in  the 

h  the  net 

additions 

during 

1902. 

Net  Additions. 

1903. 

2,682 

167 

2,849 

11,244 

820 

12,064 

2,804 

121 

2,925 

9,156 

183 

9,339 

16,433 

645 

17,078 

1,842 

31 

1,873 

9,709 

347 

10,056 

11,611 

546 

12,157 

5,420 

305 

5.725 

16,178 

518 

16,696 

18,095 

405 

18,500 

10,838 

306 

11,144 

13,381 

441 

13,822 

34,020 

^»734 

35,754 

8,934 

268 

9,202 

7,393  (Dec.)     128 

7,265 

179,740 


6,709   186,449 
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Centnl 
I4brary. 

January 38,381 

February 29,958 

March 30,506 

April 32i709 

May 23,014 

June 24,424 

Jiiiy 23,714 

August 25,592 

September 30,472 

October 28,810 

November 33i235 

December 20,207 


[JSE  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

JCVULTlO} 

(7  BY  Months,  1903 

■ 

School 

Branch  x. 

Branch  2. 

Branch  3. 

Z^bzary. 

Total. 

2.503 

1.3" 

2,558 

8.564 

53.317 

2.350 

1,129 

2,520 

10,797 

46,754 

2,704 

1,137 

2.864 

6,640 

49.851 

2.495 

1,754 

2,557 

6.803 

46.318 

2.104 

1.423 

2,192 

8,211 

36,944 

2.576 

1,640 

2.324 

7,379 

33,343 

2,347 

1,702 

2,371 

•   •   •   a 

30,134 

2,278 

1,916 

2,332 

•   «   •   • 

32,118 

2.158 

1.805 

2,328 

8,230 

44,993 

2,733 

2,211 

2,659 

7.162 

43.575 

3.106 

2,772 

2,726 

10,649 

52,488 

2.839 

3.124 

2,677 

6,672 

43,519 

Total 355,022       30,193        21,924       30,108       81,107      518,354 

Books  Cxrcui^tbd  Through  Branches. 

Of  the  total  circulation  of  the  books  of  the  Central  Library 
shown  above,  8,972  were  circulated  through  the  branches  as 
delivery  stations.    Following  are  the  details  of  these: 

Branch  No.  i 1,825 

Branch  No.  2 1,348 

Branch  No.  3 1,439 

Hurlbut  Branch 4,360 

Total 8,972 


Pbrcbntagb  op  Usb  by  (Xassbs. 


I^ibrary 
Adult. 

Cyclopedias 4.86 

Periodicals 6.68 

Philosophy 4. 12 

Religion 5.77 

Sociology 6.32 

Philology 4.13 

Science 6.33 

Useful  Arts 6.88 

Pine  Arts 7.05 

Literature 7. 14 

History 7.06 

Travel 5.75 

Biography 6.36 

Fiction i  .55 

German 41 

Frendh 31 

Polish 15 

Other  lyanguages 17 

Medicine 3.41 


Reading. 
Juvenile. 

.02 

4.87 
.01 

^.13 
.47 
.04 
.76 
.20 

.57 
1.06 

.96 

.64 

.37 

5.45 


Home  Reading. 
Adult.  Jnvenile. 


.  a  • 

.  •  • 

.  .  • 

.  •  . 


.74 
I. 01 

1.05 

1.66 

.15 
1.27 

1.99 
1.70 

2.96 

2.29 

X.77 
2.00 

57.70 
2.86 

.53 
1. 01 

.06 


.28 
.01 
.07 
.34 

.  •  ■  a 
.37 
.14 
.28 

.37 

.68 

.33 

.25 
16.13 


84.45 


15.55 


80.75 


19.25 
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Library  Circuijltion. 

BookB. 

Central  Library 584»i3i 

Branch  No.  i 3ii705 

Branch  No.  2 44)797 

Branch  No.  3 61,314 

Total 72i»947 


Periodicals. 

204,705 
3.821 
4,720 
5.682 

218,928 


SCHOOI,    Cl&CUI^TlON. 


Schools.  drcnUtlon. 

Alger 355 

Amos 1,698 

Bagley 505 

Barstow 212 

Bellefontaine 455 

Bellevne 346 

Berry 1,573 

Bishop 1,689 

Brownson 727 

Campau 441 

Campbell 188 

Caas 1,620 

Chaney 426 

Clay 876 

Clinton 212 

Columbian 325 

Craft 829 

Cnater 97 

School  for  the  Deaf. .      23 

Dickinson 1.569 

Dnffield 810 

Bstabrook 1,167 

Brerett 791 

Fairbanks 711 

Parrand 326 

Ferry 322 

Field 683 

Fimane 523 

Franklin 918 

Garfield 286 

Gillies 1,336 

Hancock 1,001 

Harris 487 

Houghton 1,246 

Hubbard 431 

Irving 894 

Jackson 478 

Jefferson 2,051 


Bnroll- 
ment. 

245 

474 

97 

397 

383 

599 
190 

297 
264 

670 

389 

177 

148 
307 

337 

16 

21 

182 

582 

391 
301 
241 
300 

251 
427 
139 
443 
173 
405 

389 
321 
289 
160 

369 

171 

487 


Schools.  drcuUtlon. 

Johnston 484 

Lincoln 365 

Lyster 346 

McGraw 1,022 

McKinley 355 

McKinstry 635 

Newberry 1,014 

Nichols 275 

Norvell 1,179 

John  Owen 428 

Palmer 1,078 

Parke 554 

PiuRree 756 

Pitcher 1,123 

O.  M.  Poe 517 

Potter 336 

Preston 518 

Roberts 1,306 

Rose 727 

Russell 338 

Scripps 917 

Tappan 1,161 

Tilden 561 

Trowbridge 190 

Ungraded 71 

Van  Dyke 1,253 

Washington  Normal  1,037 

Webster 1,155 

Wilkins 367 

Williams   645 

49.340 

Central  High 22,233 

Eastern  Hieh 1,671 

Western  High 7,863 

Total 81,107 


BnroU- 
ment. 

154 
108 

152 
264 

193 
141 

'^ 

520 
414 

452 
227 

187 
290 
170 
lOI 

176 
203 
270 

337 

518 

483 

331 

4 
401 

420 

703 

99 

341 

19,868 

1.948 
422 
686 

22,924 
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Following  is  a  statement  of  gifts  to  the  Library,  showing  the 
names  and  donor  and  the  number  of  bound  voliimes  and  pamphlets 
given  by  each : 

Vols.  Punidi. 

Atnberg,  Dr.  Emil,  Detroit 5 

American  Anti-Vivisection  Society z 

American  Book  Company,  Chicago i 

American  Congregational  Association i 

American  Dermatological  Association i 

American  Larrngological  Association 2 

American  Medico-Psychological  Association i 

American  Printing;  House  for  the  Blind,  Louisville  ....  2 

Anderson,  Dr.  Willis  S.,  Detroit 2 

Argentine  Republic i 

Aronstam,  Dr.  N.  B.,  Detroit 4 

Austin,  Frederick  R.,  Detroit 9 

Baker,  Dr.  H.  B.,  Detroit 4 

Balch,  T.  W.,  Philadelphia i 

Ballin.  Dr.,  Detroit 53 

Baxter,  James  P.,  Portland,  Me i 

Bemis,  B.  W.,  Cleveland z 

Benson,  J.  W.,  London,  Bn^ z 

Beveridge,  A.  J.,  Indianapolis i 

Biddle,  Dr.  A.  P.,  Detroit 7 

Bigg,  Dr.  A.  H.,  Detroit 96 

Black,  W.  J.,  Chicago 2 

Bonning,  Dr.  Carl,  Detroit 80 

Boston  Book  Company 4 

Boston  Health  Department z 

Boston  Registry  Department z 

Bowen  Herbert,  Detroit z 

Bresler,  A.  L.,  l^etroit 2  z 

Brown,  George,  Sec'y  Board  of  Education,  Detroit ....        2 

Brown  &  Sharp  Mfg.  Company,  Providence z 

Brownell,  Sevmour,  Detroit z 

Buffalo  Charity  Organization  Society z 

Buffalo  Forge  Company,  Buffalo z 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association z 

Burton,  C.  M.,  Detroit 6  z 

California  Board  of  Architecture z 

California  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics z 

California  Medical  Society z 

Canada,  Department  of  Agriculture 2  z 

Canada,  Department  of  Interior 3 

Canada  Geological  Survev z  2 

Carnegie  Instuute,  Washington z 

Carstens,  Dr.  J.  H.,  Detroit 37 

Carter,  Charles  S.,  Milwaukee z 

Catholic  Free  Publishing  Society  for  the  Blind,  New  York       8 

Catholic  Truth  Society,  London,  Bng z 

Century  Association,  New  York z 

Chamtierlain,  A.  F.,  Woicester,  Mass z 
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Vols.  Pamph. 

Chamberlain,  Dr.  G.  h.,  Newberry 2 

Channing,  Walter,  M.  D.,  Brookline 1 

Chicago  City  Controller i 

Chicago  Civil  Service  Commission i 

Chicago  Municipal  Library i  4 

Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce i 

Clark,  Rev.  R.  W.,  Detroit i 

Clarke,  Dr.  G.  B.  F.,  Detroit 35 

Clarke  &  Baker,  New  York 3 

Cleveland  Department  of  Public  Works i 

College  of  Physicians,  Philadelphia i 

Connecticut  State  Board  of  Health i 

Cook,  Thomas  &  Son,  New  York i 

Crisp,  Frederick  A.,  London,  Eng i 

Darnels,  Joseph  L.,  Olivet i  24 

Davis,  R.  C,  Ann  Arbor 72 

De  Forest,  Dr.  Alice  M.,  Detroit 216 

De  Laval  Separator  Co.,  New  York i 

Denby,  Charles,  Washington i 

Denison,  T.  S.,  Chicago i 

Depew,  Chaimcey  M.,  New  York i 

Detroit  Bar  Association z 

Detroit  City  Qerk i 

Detroit  Evening  News 4 

Detroit  Free  Press 4 

Detroit  Journal 4 

Detroit  Park  Commission 2 

Detroit  Soap  Works 12 

Detroit  Tribtme 4 

Dingilian,  H.  S.,  Detroit 3 

Duffield,  Dr.  Georspe,  Detroit 113  194 

Earle  H.  S.,  Detroit i 

Edebohls,  Dr.  G.  M.,  New  York i 

Eddy,  Frederick  B.,  Detroit i 

Edgar,  J.  C,  Ithaca,  New  York i 

Edgar,  T.  B.,  St.  Louis i 

Emmons,  H.  H.,  Alliance,  Ohio i 

Engle,  George  B.,  Jr.,  Chicago i 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass i 

Famsworth  Co.,  Cincinnati i 

Faxon,  F.  W.,  Boston i 

Ferrv,  D.  M.,  Jr.,  Detroit i 

Field  Columbian  Museimi,  Chicago 7 

Foster,  B.,  M.  D.,  St.  Paul,  Minn i 

Foster,  L.  V.,  Boston i 

Freri,  Rev.  J.,  Baltimore i 

Frothingham,  Dr.  G.  E.,  Detroit 2 

Gaston,  George  T.,  City  Clerk,  Detroit 3 

Goux,  Dr.  L.  J.,  Detroit 22 

Grand  Rapids  Board  of  Education i 

Grand  Rapids  Civic  Club 4 

Grant,  Mrs.  Schuyler,  Detroit 611 

Great  Britain,  Patent  Office 12 

Green,  Dr.  S.  A.,  Boston 5 

Griffith,  A.  H.,  Detroit 8 

Grover,  Dr.  F.,  Fraser,  Mich i 
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Vols.  FU&ph. 

Hamburg-American  Line,  New  York 4 

Harmon,  Henry  A.,  Detroit i 

Harper  &  Broe.,  New  York i 

Hartz,  Dr.  J.  H.,  Detroit 41 

Harvard  Divinity  School x 

Hawaii  Promotion  Committee 4 

Herbermann,  C.  J.,  New  York  ....   i 

Hickey,  Dr.  P.  M.,  Detroit 3 

Hitchcock,  Dr.  C.  W.,  Detroit 9  70 

Hodgson,  W.  S.,  Boston 2 

Horton,  G.  C,  Detroit i 

Hoskin,  H.  C,  London,  Bng i 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  Boston i 

Illinois.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics i  i 

Illinois  Historical  Library i 

Indian  Rights  Association 2 

Indiana  Geological  Survey x 

Indiana  Medical  Society i 

Iowa  Geological  Survey x 

Ives,  Dr.  A.  W.,  Detroit 2 

Jennings,  Dr.  C.  G.,  Detroit 3 

Jusserand,  M.,  French  Ambassador,  Washington i 

Kansas  Academy  of  Science i 

Kansas  State  Board  of  Agriculture i  t 

King,  Horatio  C,  Brook^m 2 

Knight,  Dr.  S.  J.,  Detroit 13 

Lamberton,  James  M.,  Philadelphia i 

Law,  W.  H.,  Hessel,  Mich 

Lawrence  Academy,  Groton,  Mass 

Lee,  William  O.,  Detroit i 

Lewis,  Rev.  John,  Detroit 2 

Lippincott,  J.  B.  &  Co.,  Philadelphia 

Lombard,  Louis  L.,  Switzerland i 

Loubat,  Due  de,  Paris,  France i 

McClurg,  A.  C.  &  Co.,  Chicago z 

McGraw,  Dr.  T.  A.,  Detroit 

MacMillan,  Dr.  J.  A.,  Detroit 24 

Map;uire,  Dr.  F.  J.  W.,  Detroit 

Mame  Labor  Bureau z 

Mann,  Dr.  F.  W.,  Detroit 187 

Manning,  W.  H.,  Boston 

Manton,  Dr.  W.  P.,  Detroit 10 

Mason,  H.  V.,  Boston 

Massachusetts  Board  of  R.  R.  Commissioners z 

Massachusetts  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor z 

Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of z 

Massachusetts  Record  Commission z 

Massachusetts  Single  Tax  League 

Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Qiarity z 

Matthews,  Albert,  Boston 

Maybury,  Hon.  Wm.  C,  Detroit 

Mayhew,  Miss,  Detroit 5 

Merchant's  Association  of  New  York z 

Merck  &  Co.,  New  York 

Metcalf,  Dr.  W.  F.,  Detroit 40 

Michigan  Board  of  Charities z 


LIBRARY  COMMISSION  RSPORT  OF  I903. 


33 


Vols. 

Michigan  Home  for  Feeble  Minded    z 

Michigan  Secretary  of  State i 

Mich^an  State  Board  of  Health i 

Miller,  Mrs.  Clara,  Detroit 19 
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Scripps,  James  B.,  Detroit 2 

Shemll,  Dr.  E.  S.,  Detroit 47 

Shurley,  Dr.  B.  R.,  Detidt 13 

Silk  Association  of  America 2 

Smith,  J.  C,  New  Orleans i 

Sprag^e,  H.  B.,  Newton,  Mass i 

Stevens  &  Brown,  London,  Bne i 

Stewart,  Rachel,  Jessie  &  Isab^,  Detroit. 14 

Stocking,  William,  Detroit    i 

Suttie,  George,  Detroit 5 

Tappey,  Dr.  B.  T.,  Detroit 10 

Theosophical  Book  Concern,  Chicago,  lU i 

Tibbals,  Dr.  F.  B.,  Detroit 25 

True,  Henry,  Marion,  Ohio x 

United  States  Government — 
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Bureau  of  Bducation 2                         2 
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Bureau  of  Life  Saving  Service i 

Bureau  of  Weather 4                         i 
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Department  of  Agriculture 3 

Department  of  Commerce 2                         i 

Department  of  Interior 5                        10 
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D^artment  of  State 4                          i 

Department  of  Treasury 5 

Department  of  War 9                        14 

Fisu  Commission i 

Geological  Survey i                          5 

Interstate  Commerce 3 

Patent  Office 4 

Smithsonian  Institution 4                         i 

Superintendent  of  Documents 241 

University  Club,  New  York i 

Universalist  Publishing  House,  Boston i 

Unknown 6 

Vermont  Library  Commission 2 

Walker,  Dr.  F.  B.,  Detroit 2 

Walker,  Dr.  H.  O.,  Detroit 55 

Warren,  Dr.  Wadsworth,  Detroit 78 

Wellcome  Physiological  Research  Laboratories,  Lon- 
don, England i 

White,  James  T.  &  Co.,  New  York i 

Wildman,  J.  C,  Los  Angeles,  Cal i 

Wilson,  Mrs.  H.,  Detroit 2 

Wisconsin,  Department  of  Public  Instruction i  4 

Wisconsin  Historical  Society i 

Wisconsin  Library  Commission 10 

Wisconsin,  Supenntendent  of  Fisheries i 

Xavier  Free  Publishing  Society  for  the  Blind,  New  York      18 
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Yates,  Dr.  H.  W.,  Detroit 9 

Colleges  and  Universities — 

Amherst  College x 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology 2 

Bennett  CoUe^  of  Medicine I 

Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sdences 2 

Buchtel  College i 

California,  Umversity  of 9 

Cincinnati,  University  of 4 

Colorado  Agricultural  College 2 

Colorado,  University  of 2 

Columbia  University i 

Cornell  University 13 

Dartmouth  College i 

Harvard  University i 

Illinois,  University  of 5 

Imperial  University,  Tokio,  Japan i 

Iowa,  University  of i                         i 

Leland  Stanford  University i 

McGill  University 7 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology i 

Michigan  Agricultural  College i 

Michigan  College  of  Mines i 

Michigan,  University  of i                          i 

Mount  Holyoke  College 2 

Nebraska,  University  of i 

New  York,  University  of i 

Northwestern  University z 

Olivet  College 4 

Pennsylvania,  University  of 3                       21 

Princeton  University i 

Utah  Agricultural  College i 

Vermont,  University  of i 

Wisconsin,  University  of 1 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute i 

Yale  University i                         i 

Libraries — 

Aberdeen,  Scotland,  Public  Library z 

Alameda,  California,  Public  Library 6 

Allegheny,  Came^e  Library 2 

Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  Pubhc  Library i 

Ashton-under-Lynn,  Eng.,  Heginbottom  Library i 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  Carnegie  Library i 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt  Library i 

Bates  College  Library i 

Big  Rapids,  Mich.,  Phelps  Library i 

Birmingham,  Eng.,  Free  Library 2 

Boston,  Athenaeum  Library i 

Boston,  General  Theological  Library i 

Boston  Public  Library ' 2                          i 

Bowdoin  College  Library i 

Braddock,  Pa.,  Carne^e  Library i 

Bradford,  Pa.,  Carnegie  Library i 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Public  Library i 
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Brookline  Public  I^ibrary 7 

Brooklyn,  Pratt  Institute  Library x 

Brooklyn  Public  Library 13 

Buffalo,  Grosvenor  Library 2 

Buffalo  Public  Library i 

Burliiigton,  Vt.,  Fletcher  Library i 

CardiC  Wales,  Public  Library 3 

Chicago,  John  Crerar  Library i 

Chicago,  Newberry  Library. i 

Chicago  Public  Library 8 

Cincinnati  Public  Library 5 

Cleveland  Public  Library 2 

Coldwater  Public  Library x 

Columbia  University  Library x 

Columbus,  Ohio,  Public  Library x 

Croyden,  Bug.,  Public  Library i 

Dayton,  Ohio,  Public  Library x 

Decatur,  HI.,  Public  Library 4 

District  of  Columbia  Public  Library i 

Drezel  Institute  Library x 

Duluth  Public  Library x 

Brie,  Pa.,  Public  Library i 

Bvanston,  HI.,  Public  Libra^ 2 

Germantown,  Pa.,  Friends*  Free  Library x 

Grand  Rapids  Public  Library x 

Hackensack,  N.  J.,  Johnson  Public  Library 4 

Hamilton,  Out.,  Public  Library i 

Hartford  Public  Library 7 

Harvard  University  Library 2 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  Public  Library 4 

Helena,  Montana,  Public  Libnuy 2 

Indianapolis  Public  Library 2 

Iowa  Masonic  Library 3 

Jersey  City  Public  Library 5 

Kansas  City  Public  Library 4 

Lafayette,  Ind.,  Public  Library 2 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Public  Library x 

Lincoln,  Bng.,  Public  Library x 

London,  Bng.,  St.  Bride  Foundation  Institute  Library.  i 

London,  Bng.,  Finsbury  Public  Library i 

London,  Ont.,  Public  Library i 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library xo 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Public  Library x 

Madison,  Wis.,  Free  Library x 

Maine  State  Library 10  7 

Manchester,  Bng.,  Public  Library 2 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public  Library i 

Michigan  State  Library 45  X26 

Michigan  University  Library x 

Milwaukee  Public  Library -  3 

Minneapolis  Public  Library 3 

New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Public  Library i 

New  Haven  Public  Library 8 

New  Jersey  State  Library i 

New  South  Wales  Public  Library i 

New  York  City  Aguilar  Library x 


LIBRARY   COMMISSION  REPORT  OF   I903.  37 

Vols.  Pamph. 

New  York  City  Mercantile  Library 2 

New  York  City  Public  Librwy 2  i 

New  York  General  Society  of  Mechanics,  etc.,  Library.  9 

New  York  Maimonides  Library i 

New  York  State  Library 11  15 

Newark  Public  Library 5 

Newton,  Mass.,  Public  Library i 

Northampton,  Mass.,  Forbes  Library i 

Oberlin  CoU^  Library i 

Omaha  Public  Library 2 

Orange,  N.  J.,  Free  l4brar^ i 

Paterson,  N.  }.,  Free  Public  Library i 

Peoria,  111.^  Public  Library 4 

Philadelphia  Apprentices*  Library 2 

Philadelphia  City  Institute  Library i 

Philadelphia  Free  Library 1 

Philadelphia  Library  Company 2 

Pittsburfif,  Carnegie  Library 9 

Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Berkshire  Athenaeum 5 

Plymouth,  Eng.,  Free  Public  library i 

Portland,  Ore.,  Public  Library 2 

Portsmouth,  Bng.,  Public  Library i 

Poughkeepsie,  Adnanoe  Memorial  Library i 

Providence  Athenaeum  Library i 

Providence  Public  Library 4 

Quincy,  111.,  Public  Library i 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Reynolds  Library 3 

Sacramento  Public  Library 4 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Public  Library i 

St.  Loms  Mercantile  Library i 

St.  Louis  Public  Library 7 

St.  Paul  Public  Library i 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library 14 

San  Francisco  Public  Library 9 

Scranton  Public  Library i  5 

Somerville,  Mass.,  Public  Library i 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Public  Library 13 

Syracuse  Public  Library j 

Taunton  Public  Library 2 

Tokio,  Japan,  Imperial  Library i 

Toronto  Public  Library i 

Warren  County,  111.,  Library 4 

Washington  Library  of  Congress 5  12 

Waterbury,  Conn.,  Bronson  Library i 

Westminster,  Eng.,  Public  Library i 

Wilkesbarre,  Osterhout  Libran^ 9 

Wilmington,  Del.,  Institute  Liorary 9 

Windsor,  Out.,  Public  Library i 

Worcester  Cotmty  Law  Library i 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Public  Library i 

Yale  Univeraity  Library i 

Total 751  2,906 
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Report  of  the  President 


To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  City  of  Detroit: 

Gentlemen — Herewith  we  beg  to  hand  you  the  fortieth  an- 
nual report  of  the  Detroit  Public  Library  covering  the  year  1904, 
now  happily  finished. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  statistics  touching  the  work  of  the 
Library  in  detail,  you  will  find  a  short  table  comparing  our  ex- 
penditures and  business  with  those  of  most  of  the  important 
libraries  in  the  country. 

Table  of  Statiitics 

Comparative  library  statistics  for  1903  of  ten  cities  of  somewhat  similar  size  and 
situation : 

„       ,    ,        ^  Buffalo  Cincinnati       Cleveland      Detroit  Milwaukee 

Population,  Census  of  1900  852,887  889,908  381,768  885,704  886,815 

No.  volumes  in  library 808,969  888,744  208,981  186.449  145.781 

Home  circulation 1,085,588  747.495  977,938  669,875  645,466 

Total  expenditures $88,956  34  $98,886  95  $181,886  98    $51,885  84  $69,807  44 

For  books,  serials,  binding  87,519  96  83,938  16  30,038  76  16,174  98  16.696  48 

Salaries     45,446  85  89,817  61  54.688  55  89.178  80  38.968  08 

General  maintenance 15,990  08  86,736  88  77,810  61  6,487  13  9.848  98 

Minneapolis       Newark      Pittsburg  San  Francisco  St.  Louia 

Population,  Census  of  1900  208,718  846,070  881.616  848,788  676,288 

No.  volumes  in  library   ..  186,359  89,706  180,708  160,884  165.668 

Hone  circulation 688,079  488.564  607.448  798.800  908.768 

Total  expenditures  $56,648  03  $55,889  64  $180,018  98  $66,148  67  $69,861  98 

For  books,  serials,  binding.  18.881  64  15,611  36  85.885  84  15,161  78  83,186  96 

Salaries   86,460  79  87.248  86         ' 38,368  66  89.806  46 

General  maintenance    17,959  60  13,136  83  *94,687  08  18,618  89  16.768  60 

*  Salaries  not  separated  from  maintenance  expenses. 

From  the  standpoint  of  economy  our  showing  will  fill  you  with 
justifiable  pride :  but  economy  is  not  the  only  thing  to  be  consid- 
ered. You  will  see,  from  this  table,  that  in  nearly  every  other 
city  a  higher  degree  of  importance  attaches  to  library  work  than 
in  our  own;  and  a  more  generous  proportion  of  the  public  fund 
is  devoted  to  the  support  of  such  institutions.  Whether  the  liber- 
ality of  more  progressive  cities  in  this  respect  is  advisable  is,  of 
course,  open  to  discussion ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  present  allow- 
ance is  not  sufficient  to  keep  us  among  libraries  of  the  first  class, 
where  it  should  be  our  ambition  to  be. 

During  the  time  that  our  funds  for  the  current  year  were 
under  discussion  it  was  held  by  the  Corporation  Counsel  that  the 
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city  could  not  legally  now  devote  more  than  the  statutory  fifth  of 
a  mill  for  library  purposes,  however  urgent  the  necessity  mig^t 
be  for  additional  funds.  The  past  year  has  demonstrated  the 
growing  importance  of  the  Branch  Library  system,  the  efficiency 
of  which  it  will  soon  be  impossible  to  keep  up  unless  greater  lati- 
tude be  allowed  in  providing  for  library  expenses.  This  will,  it 
seems  to  me,  be  the  most  urgent  need  to  be  considered  in  revising 
the  Act  under  which  the  Commission  is  now  operating,  which 
should  be  amended  by  the  present  Legislature  so  that  the  manda- 
tory allowance  may  be  increased  by  such  amounts  as  the  Commis- 
sion may  deem  necessary  to  properly  carry  on  the  library  work, 
provided  that  such  increase  shall  have  the  approval  of  the  Common 
Council  and  the  Board  of  Estimates. 

It  is  probable  that  in  the  future,  along  the  lines  suggested  by 
Commissioner  Scripps,  a  more  complete  divorcement  of  the  Refer- 
ence and  Circulating  Departments  will  be  found  advantageous. 
Should  a  new  building  be  provided  by  the  City  it  would  then  be 
possible  to  maintain  at  the  present  convenient  location  the  Central 
Division  and  Head  of  the  Circulating  Department,  while  the  Ref- 
erence Library  could  be  removed  to  some  safer  and  quieter  spot. 
This  would  put  the  more  valuable  books  out  of  the  way  of  possible 
destruction  by  fire,  a  continued  menace  in  the  present  building, 
and  also  leave  room  for  a  proper  Children's  Department,  which  is 
now  crowded  to  an  uncomfortable  and  unsanitary  degree. 

I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  have 
the  scope  of  the  Circulating  Department  enlarged  to  take  in  the 
entire  County  of  Wayne,  with  frequent  and  regular  deliveries  of 
books  to  each  postoffice  or  other  convenient  point  for  the  villages. 
Bv  this  means  those  who  live  near  Detroit  would  secure  a  verv 
valuable  privilege  at  a  comparatively  slight  expense.  In  case  this 
change  were  made  an  amendment  to  our  Act  making  the  statutory 
library  tax  apply  to  the  whole  county  would  be  necessary.  It  would 
enable  the  Library  to  follow  up  the  educational  work  of  the 
District  School  System  as  has  been  done  in  the  Cincinnati 
Library  for  some  years. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  D.  FoLLiN,  President. 


Report  of  the  Librarian 


To  the  Detroit  Library  Commission: 

Gentlemen — ^The  statistical  tables  which  are  given  as  ap- 
pendices to  this  report  show  that  during  the  year  just  closed  the 
library  has  made  substantial  progress.  The  number  of  card  hold- 
ers has  increased  to  a  notable  extent.  The  number  of  books 
drawn  out  for  home  reading  is  more  than  in  any  preceding  year. 
Two  new  branches  were  opened.  The  riecovery  of  a  portion  of 
the  money  lost  by  the  failure  of  the  City  Savings  Bank  and  the 
defalcation  of  our  treasurer  in  1903  has  enabled  the  board  to  meet 
all  its  expenses  and  to  improve  the  library  service  in  many  desira- 
ble ways. 

The  hope  that  something  might  be  done  to  make  available  the 
generous  offer  of  Mr.  Carnegie  in  1901  to  furnish  to  the  city 
$750,000  for  library  building  purposes  has  not  been  realized. 
Meanwhile  the  library  management  is  doing  the  best  it  can  in 
cramped  and  inconvenient  quarters,  with  its  shelf  room  rapidly 
approaching  the  vanishing  point,  and  with  its  branches  estab- 
lished in  small  store  buildings  rented  for  the  purpose  and  unsatis- 
factory in  many  ways,  rather  than  in  commodious  and  attractive 
buildings  of  their  own,  as  they  should  be.  All  these  things  make 
it  more  certain  that  the  day  is  not  far  off  when  the  people  of  the 
city  must  see  that  the  good  name  and  standing  of  Detroit  as 
an  intelligent,  enterprising  and  prosperous  municipality,  inev- 
itably require  the  raising  of  funds  sufficient  to  put  the  library 
on  a  footing  to  compare  creditably  with  similar  institutions  in 
neighboring  cities. 

Sewers,  street  paving,  grade  separation  and  water  supply  are 
undoubtedly  of  prime  importance.  But  it  is  also  important  that 
the  city  shall  be  made  attractive  and  desirable  as  a  place  of  resi- 
dence by  attention  to  the  intellectual  and  esthetic  side  of  life. 
We  have  some  pride  in  our  public  schools  and  the  people  have 
not  been  niggardly  in  providing  for  their  wants.  Fine  buildings 
and  up-to-date  equipment  characterize  them.  A  liberal  sum  has 
been  drawn  from  the  public  purse  within  the  past  year  to  enlarge 
the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts.     An  expensive  aquarium  and  con- 
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servatory  have  been  added  to  the  attractions  of  our  chief  public 
park.  Surely  the  time  of  the  library  must  come  by-and-by.  Then 
the  influential  citizens  who  said,  "We  are  no  beggars ;  when  the 
city  needs  new  libraries  it  can  build  them  itself  and  will  not 
call  on  Mr.  Carnegie  or  any  other  outsider  to  help,"  will  come  to 
the  front  with  characteristic  energy  and  prove  that  their  word^ 
were  not  empty  air,  but  uttered  in  good  faith.  Meanwhile  the 
day  is  at  hand  when  they  should  be  moving. 

Book  Accessions 

The  whole  number  of  books  added  was  14,037,  the  withdraw- 
als, worn  out,  etc.,  were  2,037,  leaving  the  net  increase  12,000, 
and  bringing  the  total  number  in  the  library  up  to  198,449.  The 
opening  of  two  new  branches  was  responsible  for  the  purchase 
of  nearly  5,000,  while  3,000  more  were  added  to  the  other 
branches  and  the  public  school  collections.  All  these  are  dupli- 
cates of  books  already  in  the  Central  Library.  The  net  additions 
to  the  latter  were  6,210. 

The  distribution  of  the  books  among  various  languages  is  as 
follows:  German,  7,001;  French,  4,243;  Polish,  1,464;  Bohem- 
ian, 154;  Spanish,  137;  Italian,  117;  Dutch,  44.  The  remaining 
185,289  are  English,  with  the  exception  of  those  in  Latin,  Greek 
and  a  few  in  the  minor  languages. 

In  Appendix  B  will  be  found  the  details  with  respect  to  the 
additions  to  the  library,  their  distribution  among  the  several 
classes,  etc. 

Use  of  tbe  Library 

The  number  of  readers'  cards  registered  was  10,855,  the 
largest  of  any  single  year  in  the  history  of  the  library.  The 
whole  number  of  valid  outstanding  cards  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1905,  was  38,872,  an  increase  from  the  same  date  a  year  ago  of 
5,094.  It  may  be  said  by  way  of  explanation  that  this  increase 
is  due  to  some  extent  to  the  opening  of  two  new  branches,  but 
probably  more  to  the  practical  doing  away  with  the  age  limit. 
The  board  early  in  the  year  amended  the  rule  so  as  to  give  the 
librarian,  in  his  discretion,  authority  to  issue  cards  to  children 
under  12  years  of  age.  The  librarian  established  the  policy  of 
issuing  cards  to  such  children  under  12  as  brought  with  their 
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application  the  approval  of  parent  or  teacher,  either  in  person  or 
by  written  note.  The  children  thus  applying  are  rarely  under  10 
years  old.  The  practical  result  of  the  rule  is  to  reduce  the  age 
limit  to  10  years,  with  the  proviso  of  approval  of  parent    or 

teacher. 

The  home  circulation  of  books  reached  the  total  of  669,375, 
an  increase  over  the  next  preceding  year  of  151,021,  and  of  the 
largest  circulation  ever  before  recorded  of  134,442,  or  29  per  cent, 
and  25  per  cent.,  respectively.  This  increase  is  undoubtedly  due 
to  a  large  extent  to  the  opening  of  two  new  branches,  but  it 
shows  itself  in  every  department  of  the  library.  In  spite  of 
the  opening  of  new  branches,  v.'hich  might  be  expected  to  draw 
away  some  patrons  of  the  Central  Library,  the  latter  shows  an 
increase  of  18,211,  of  which  increase  nearly  6,000  appears  in 
the  children's  department.  The  circulation  through  the  schools 
has  also  gone  back  to  its  normal,  showing  an  increase  from  the 
next  preceding  year  of  16,378.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the 
smallpox  epidemic  in  1903  cut  down  the  school  circulation  to 
the  lowest  point  in  many  years. 

The  records  show  that  beside  the  669,375  books  drawn  out  for 
home  reading,  881,220  were  used  in  the  library  itself,  making 
the  total  use  of  bound  books  1,550,595.  Beside  the  bound  books 
231,898  current  periodicals  were  used,  making  the  grand  total 
use  of  the  library  1,782,493.  Of  the  reference  use  of  books, 
523,843  were  used  at  the  Central  Library,  and  357,377  in  the 
several  branches. 

Details  of  the  circulation  will  be  found  in  Appendix  C. 

ChiUfcn's  Department 

This  department  has  shown  an  increased  use,  compared  with 
recent  previous  years.  With  the  consent  of  the  proper  authori- 
ties neatly  framed  cards  advertising  the  department  were  hung 
in  the  hallways  of  the  nearby  school  houses,  public  and  parochial. 
The  superintendent  of  the  department  and  her  assistant  have  as 
opportunity  offered  visited  public  schools  on  the  request  of  teach- 
ers and  have  addressed  the  children  on  books  and  reading,  giving 
practical  advice,  which  shows  results  in  the  increased  interest  in 
the  matter. 

During  the  summer  an  inventory  of  the  books  was  made. 
It  showed  7,194  books  belonging  to  the  room,  of  which  356  were 
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not  accounted  for.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  shelves  are 
arranged  around  the  wall  entirely  exposed  to  all  in  the  room. 
With  only  two  attendants,  and  at  certain  hours  but  one,  it  is 
not  surprising  that  some  books  should  disappear.  In  all  proba- 
bility there  has  been  unauthorized  borrowing  and  that  some  of 
the  missing  books  will  come  back.  So  far  as  money  value  is 
concerned  the  loss  is  small.  The  distressing  feature  of  the  case 
is  that  temptation  too  strong  for  some  children  to  resist  has  been 
placed  before  them. 

The  plan  of  Saturday  afternoon  talks  to  the  children,  inau- 
gurated several  years  ago,  has  been  continued  through  the  year, 
except  during  the  summer  months,  with  great  success.  Though 
no  effort  is  made  to  attract  a  large  attendance,  because  of  the 
inadequate  accommodations,  the  room  is  invariably  packed  as  full 
as  it  can  hold.  A  suitable  lecture  room  would  be  a  great  boon, 
not  only  for  children,  but  for  adults  as  well.  The  talks  during 
the  year  were  as  follows :  Miss  Irene  Farquhar  gave  three  upon 
the  Nibelungen  Ring,  stories  from  Norseland,  and  one  upon 
Hans  Christian  Andersen.  The  stories  were  appropriately  illus- 
trated with  pictures.  Rev.  John  McDowell  told  about  the  coal 
mines  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which  he  had  familiar  acquaintance  in 
early  life.  Alderman  David  E.  Heineman  told  the  children 
about  an  "Afternoon  in  Africa."  Dr.  Joseph  P.  Sill  talked  about 
"Life  in  Korea."  Miss  Emily  Gillmore,  supervisor  of  nature 
study  in  the  public  schools,  told  of  "Nature's  preparation  for 
the  winter."  Miss  Alice  V.  Guysi,  supervisor  of  drawing 
in  the  public  schools,  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  on  "Books 
and  Reading."  Miss  Farquhar  started  another  series  with  "An 
Afternoon  with  Chaucer,"  followed  by  four  "Readings  from  the 
Canterbury  Tales."  These  talks  occupy  twenty  to  thirty  minutes 
each.  They  have  been  invariably  listened  to  with  the  closest 
attention.  Of  course,  they  interrupt  the  regular  work  of  the  room 
for  the  time  being,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  thought  best  not  to 
have  them  more  frequently  than  once  in  two  weeks. 

Picture  bulletins  have  continued  to  be  a  feature  of  the  room, 
as  heretofore.  Birthdays  of  noted  men  and  holidays  have  been 
appropriately  illustrated.  A  bulletin  on  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition  was  an  interesting  one  and  attracted  a  great  deal  of 
attention.    Suitable  reading  lists  accompanied  all  these  bulletins. 
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They  drew  the  attention  of  the  children  to  good  books  and  re- 
sulted in  extensive  use  of  those  books. 

An  electric  fan  was  installed  early  in  the  summer  and  added  to 
the  comfort  of  the  room  during  the  heated  term. 

BraAches  and  Schools 

Two  new  branches  were  opened.  On  February  1st  Branch  4 
was  opened  at  284  Field  avenue,  and  on  March  1st  Branch  5  was 
opened  at  800  Grand  River  avenue.  Both  these  branches  are 
more  than  two  miles  distant  from  the  Central  Library.  They 
brought  into  touch  with  the  library  many  people  who  had  before 
made  no  use  of  it.  These  branches  are  in  temporary  rented 
quarters  which  are  not  adapted  to  library  purposes  in  any  sense 
of  the  word,  except  that  they  provide  a  resort  where  library 
books  may  be  procured  and  exchanged.  The  reading  facilities 
are  inadequate  and  ill  lighted.  There  are  no  opportunities  for 
lectures  or  other  forms  of  instruction.  Each  branch  was  equipped 
at  the  outset  with  about  twelve  hundred  books,  and  these  have 
been  adderf  to  quite  regularly  since  the  opening.  The  circulation 
of  all  has  been  much  larger  than  anticipated. 

Branch  1,  located  in  the  Central  High  School,  was  the  first  to 
be  opened  in  this  city.  It  has  pleasant  quarters  on  the  ground 
floor  of  the  building,  with  entrance  direct  from  the  street.  The 
room  being  needed  for  school  purposes,  it  became  necessary  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  removal  of  the  branch.  Fortunately 
the  Board  was  able  to  contract  with  the  owner  of  a  vacant  lot  to 
erect  a  building  for  the  purpose.  He  was  willing  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  Board  as  to  the  plan  and  arrangements  of  the  build- 
ing, with  the  proviso  that  it  should  be  in  such  shape  as  to  be 
readily  converted  to  business  uses  when  no  longer  wanted  by  the 
library.  The  location  is  quite  satisfactory,  being  on  Woodward 
avenue  near  the  Boulevard.  It  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  occu- 
pancy early  in  March.  The  people  of  the  North  End  are  quite 
enthusiastic  over  the  prospect  of  having  the  library  in  its  new 
location  and  will  evidently  show  their  appreciation  by  making 
extensive  use  of  it. 

Late  in  the  year  a  contract  was  made  with  the  Automobile  Ex- 
press Company  by  which  that  company  makes  a  daily  delivery 
to,  and  collection  from,  each  branch.    Quick  runs  are  made  and 
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the  service  has  been  satisfactory.  Leaving  the  library  every  morn- 
ing at  9 :30  the  round  trip  is  made  by  one  o'clock  P.  M.  By  use 
of  the  telephone  books  may  be  ordered  in  the  morning  and  de- 
livered at  a  branch  within  an  hour  or  two.  The  circulation  from 
the  Central  Library  through  the  branches  as  delivery  stations 
formed  a  considerable  item  of  the  total  circulation  for  the  year. 
The  service  through  the  public  schools  has  continued  as  here- 
tofore. The  circulation  shows  a  considerable  increase  over  the 
previous  year,  which,  owing  to  exceptional  circumstances,  fell  off 
notably.  The  use  of  library  books  in  the  schools  grows  steadily 
in  favor.  It  is  highly  approved  by  the  Superintendent  and  Prin- 
cipals and  many  of  the  classroom  teachers  are  taking  an  active 
interest  in  training  their  pupils  in  the  choice  of  books  and  good 
reading. 

Gttalosfttcs 

The  whole  number  of  cards  added  to  the  catalogues  was  36,- 
340,  which  includes  17^735  at  the  branches;  29,909  of  the  cards 
were  hand-written,  7,642  typewritten,  1,591  were  Library  of  Con- 
gress printed  cards,  960  A.  L.  A.  printed  cards,  and  1,238  gov- 
ernment document  printed  cards. 

The  third  supplement  to  our  general  printed  Catalogue  was 
brought  out  in  June.  It  makes  946  pages  and  corresponds  in  type 
and  style  with  the  preceding  volumes. 

A  new  Catalogue  of  books  in  the  German  language  was  issued 
in  the  summer.  Both  these  catalogues  included  the  books  added 
to  the  library  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

A  new  Catalogue  of  fiction  has  been  prepared  and  a  contract 
made  for  printing.  It  will  probably  be  issued  early  in  the  com- 
ing year. 

The  Public  Library  Monthly  which  was  undertaken  by  a  Bos- 
ton publisher  probably  did  not  prove  very  remunerative  and  at 
the  close  of  the  contract  in  September  the  publication  was  sus- 
pended. However,  the  public  had  discovered  that  it  furnished 
desirable  information  of  new  books  and  so  was  disappointed  when 
the  publication  stopped.  The  Board  then  decided  to  take  up  the 
matter  and  beginning  with  January,  1905,  to  issue  a  monthly  bul- 
letin of  new  books. 

The  annual  bulletin  of  books  added  in  1904  has  been  made 
ready  for  the  printer  and  will  be  issued  as  usual  early  in  the 
coming  year. 
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Binding 

The  whole  number  of  books  bound  or  rebound  during  the 
year  was  6,549.  All  of  these  except  74,  were  bound  by  contract  in 
outside  binderies.  There  were  1,297  bound  for  the  first  time,  at 
an  average  cost  of  .976  cents  each.  These  included  newspapers 
and  other  folios  together  with  art  books  and  books  in  the  more 
substantial  bindings  to  match  sets.  There  were  5,178  books  re- 
bound at  an  average  cost  of  .4182  cents  per  volume.  These  were 
mainly  fiction  and  juvenile  books  bound  in  cloth  and  plainly 
lettered,  without  ornament  of  any  kind. 

The  bindery  repair  shop  in  the  building  was  operated  as  usual 
throughout  the  year,  at  a  total  cost  of  $1,235.36,  of  which  $1,- 
226.00  was  paid  as  salaries  to  employes  and  $9.36  for  materials. 
A  binder  and  two  helpers  were  employed  and  the  work  turned  out 
consisted  of  74  books  rebound,  24  resewed  and  recased  and  16,863 
repaired.  Beside  this  work  all  the  pasting  of  book  plates  and 
labels  was  done,  paper  blocks  and  scrap  books  were  made  and 
other  supplies  of  that  sort  as  needed. 

The  board  has  considered  the  question  of  doing  all  its  bind- 
ing as  well  as  repair  work.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  convenience 
of  such  an  arrangement,  whereby  the  books  could  be  kept  in  the 
building,  to  save  the  wear  and  tear  of  transportation  through  the 
streets  and  minimize  the  risk  of  loss  by  fire,  as  well  as  to  serve 
the  advantage  of  having  a  particular  book  at  hand  to  be  speedily 
made  ready  for  use,  if  wanted.  Whether  there  would  be  economy 
in  doing  the  binding  in  this  way  could  only  be  found  out  by  ex- 
perience. Some  libraries  which  do  their  own  binding  claim  to 
save  money.  But  conditions  vary.  The  chief  obstacle  to  making 
an  actual  test  of  the  matter  is  lack  of  sufficient  room  in  the  build- 
ing. The  present  bindery  repair  shop  could  be  enlarged  some- 
what by  removing  a  wall,  but  the  additional  space  thus  gained 
would  be  small.  There  has  been  a  suggestion  to  build  an  addition 
to  the  rear  of  the  present  building  for  the  Children's  department. 
If  this  were  done  the  basement  could  well  be  planned  for  a 
bindery.  This  would  have  the  advantage  over  the  present 
quarters  in  the  matter  of  light  and  ventilation. 
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The  Sufi 

An  examination  of  applicants  for  employment  in  the  library 
was  held  February  15th,  when  70  persons  presented  themselves 
and  65  handed  in  papers.  Nine  were  found  to  have  attained  a 
percentage  of  75  per  cent  or  upward,  and  were  put  upon  the 
eligible  list.  Four  have  been  given  steady  employment,  two  sub- 
stitute employment,  one  resigned,  one  declined  and  three  are  still 
on  the  waiting  list.  At  the  technical  examination  of  apprentices 
in  June  ten  candidates  presented  themselves,  all  of  whom  were 
successful. 

There  were  four  resignations.  Miss  Bessie  Brow,  librarian  of 
Branch  3,  bade  us  adieu  March  1st,  married  and  has  taken  up 
her  residence  in  another  city.  Miss  Jane  Palmer,  who  served  as 
an  assistant  at  Branch  5  from  the  opening  of  the  branch,  left  in 
midsummer,  called  away  by  a  death  in  the  family  which  required 
her  presence  at  home.  Miss  Caroline  Heavenrich  who  was  em- 
ployed in  the  Children's  Department,  left  the  library  June  1st 
with  matrimonial  intent,  and  Miss  Rosalie  Mumford,  who  re- 
turned to  us*  in  September  after  two  years'  leave  of  absence  to 
take  a  course  at  a  library  school,  resigned  to  accept  more  lucra- 
tive employment  elsewhere. 

The  leave  of  absence  to  Miss  Farquharson  was  extended  an- 
other year  to  enable  her  to  finish  her  course  at  the  State  Uni- 
versity. 

Seven  members  of  the  staff,  with  the  Librarian,  attended  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Library  Association  at  St. 
Louis,  October  17-22,  having  been  granted  leave  of  absence  for 
that  purpose. 

The  work  of  the  library  has  gone  on  smoothly  throughout  the 
year.  All  the  employes  have  shown  a  sincere  desire  to  contribute 
to  the  success  and  usefulness  of  the  institution  to  the  best  of  their 
individual  ability. 

Donatfeos 

Appended  will  be  found  a  list  of  donors  to  the  library  and 
their  several  contributions.  To  all  these  the  thanks  of  the  Com- 
mission are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered. 
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There  have  been  no  very  notable  gifts  during  the  year,  but  all 
have  been  acceptable  and  have  helped  to  add  to  the  value  of  the 
library  as  a  collection  of  books,  as  well  as  to  show  the  good  will 
of  the  givers. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Henry  M.  Utley,  Librarian. 
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APPENDIX  A. 


FiNANaAL  Statement. 

Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1904 $23,674  50 

Receipts — 

City  Taxes,  1903 $  4,837  62 

City  taxes,  1904  45,664  53 

$50,402  15 

Dividends  from  City  Savings  Bank 12,650  53 

County  Treasurer,  fines  and  penalties 5,890  93 

Library  fines  1,962  22 

For  lost  books 118  43 

For  catalogs  sold 106  85 

Books  sold  51  20 

Paper  sold   13  80 

Chairs  sold 19  50 

Rebates 4  41 

$71,220  02 

ToUl  receipts  $94,894  53 

Total  expenditures 64,528  19 

Balance  on  hand  December  31,  1904 $30,366  33 

Disbursements,  1904 — 

Books $13,756  W 

Subscriptions 2,088  02 

Binding  and  repair  of  books 4,666  82 

Repairs  485  28 

Fuel  1,20998 

Stationery  and  blanks 660  73 

Labor  and  supplies 1,457  94 

Postage 220  14 

Freight  and  express  203  65 

Furniture  and  fixtures 1,638  21 

Salaries,  library  staff 28,034  60 

Salaries,  janitors  4,311  85 

Insurance 271  70 

Rent 593  00 

Printing  and  binding  catalogs 3,411  60 

Printing  proceedings  and  report 318  25 

Alterations  to  building 960  00 

Cartage  to  branches  168  85 

Miscellaneous  51  50 

Totel  expenditures  $64,528  19 
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APPENDIX  B. 


Book  Accessions,  1904. 

Number  of  Volumes,  January  1,  1904 186,449 

Added  by  purchase 12,705 

Gift 712 

Binding  620 

14,037 


Discarded — 

Worn  out  1,698 

Lost  and  paid  for 200 

Contagious  infection  5 

Sold  and  exchanged 134 


200,486 


2,037 


Number  of  Volumes  January  1,  1905 196,449 

Net  Additions. 

The  following  shows  the  net  additions  during  the  year  and  the 
distribution  of  the  whole  number  of  books : 

Net  Addition!.  Whole  No. 

Central  Library 4,584  171,008 

Branch  No.  1 573  3,251 

Branch  No.  2 877  3,924 

Branch  No.  3 648  3,828 

Branch  No.  4 2,752  2.7ffi 

Branch  No.  5 2,035  2,035 

Public  School  Libraries 531  11,651 

Total 12,000      198,449 

Readers'  Cards. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  readers'  cards  issued  in 
the  years  named  and  the  whole  number  of  valid  cards  now  out- 
standing, cards  being  good  for  five  years : 

1900 7,088 

1901 6,857 

1902 6,835 

1903 7,237 

1904 10,855 

Total 38,872 
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The  following  shows  the  gross  additions  of  books  by  classes  in 
1904: 


Main 
Library. 

Bibliography    94 

Cyclopedias    7 

Periodicals  113 

Philosophy  61 

Religion 194 

Sociology   449 

Philology    .32 

Science   229 

Useful  Arts 417 

Fine  Arts 252 

Literature  256 

History   290 

Travel  260 

Biogrs^hy 236 

Fiction    1,241 

German  229 

French    56 

Polish    48 

Other  Languages 4 

United  States  Documents 487 

Unused  Duplicates  85 

Total 5,040 


Children's 

Branches 

Department. 

and  Schools. 

Total. 

•  •  •  • 

■  •  •  • 

94 

•  •  •  • 

34 

41 

35 

346 

494 

2 

32 

95 

8 

77 

279 

40 

204 

693 

■  •  •  « 

29 

61 

41 

319 

589 

15 

200 

632 

23 

177 

452 

44 

541 

841 

60 

524 

874 

51 

422 

733 

24 

417 

677 

827 

3,776 

5,844 

725 

954 

1 

57 

3 

51 

•  •  •  • 

4 

•  •  •  ■ 

487 

•  •  •  • 

85 

1,170 


7,827 


14,037 


Following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  books  in  the  li- 
bran'  in  the  several  classes,  with  the  net  additions  during  the  year : 

1903.  Net  AddiUons.        1904. 

cS?as'j 2,849  139  2,988 

Periodicals  12,064  476  12,540 

Philosophy  2,925  98  3,023 

Religion   9,339  278  9,617 

Sociology   17,078  692  17,770 

Philology    1,873  73  1,946 

Science    10,056  575  10,631 

Useful  Arts      12,157  626  12,783 

Fine  Arts 5,725  444  6,169 

Literature    16,696  852  17,548 

History   18,500  825  19,325 

Travel   11,144  734  11,878 

Biography  13,822  680  14,502 

Fiction    35,754  5,070  40,824 

United  States  Documents 9,202  487  9,689 

Unused  Duplicates 7,265  (Dec)      49  7,216 

186,449  12,000  198,449 
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APPENDIX  C 

THE  USE  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

Home  Circulation  by  Months,  ld04 

Centnl    Branch    Branch    Branch    Branch    Branch  School 

Library.       1.             S.              8.              4.              5.  Library.  TotaL 

January   . . .  38,634      3,319      3,653      3,080       9,646  58,132 

February   ..  32,652      3,218      3,874      3,196      3,100       ....  9,854  55,794 

March    ....  41,245     4,120      6,255     4,120      4,514     4,428  9,314  72,996 

April  32,426      4,007      4,486      4,147      4,415      3,701  10,699  63,881 

May    30,766      3,577      3,411      3,251      3,467      3,076  9,537  67,085 

Tune  24,244      3,683     3,156      3,201      3,149      3,359  8,230  49,022 

July    24,614      3,065      2,346      2,601      2,730      2,628  ....  37,984 

August  ....  26,477      3,096      2,084      2,869      2,439      2,570  ....  38,535 

September..  30,915      3,264     2,664     3,166      2,986     3,060  9,036  55,071 

October 28,894     3,591      3,467      3,842      3.770      3,366  9,570  56,500 

November..   35,007      4,165      4,046      4,268      4,032      3,784  12,546  67.848 

December...  28,559      3,674      3,858      4,189      3,682      3,512  9,053  56,527 


Total.  .373,233    42,769    42,200    41,920    38,284    33,484    97,485    669,375 

Books  Circulated  Through  Branches. 
Of  the  total  circulation  of  the  books  of  the  Central  Library 
shown  above,  12,717  were  circulated  through  the  branches  as  de- 
livery stations.    Following  are  the  details  of  these: 

Branch  No.  1 1,692 

Branch  No.  2 1,231 

Branch  No.  3 1,860 

Branch  No.  4 1,950 

Branch  No.  5 525 

Hurlbut  Branch 6,459 


Total 12,717 

Percentage  of  Use  by  Classes. 

Library  Reading.  Home  Reading. 

Adult.  Juvenile.  Adult.          JuTcnile. 

Cyclopedias  5.04  .02               .... 

Periodicals   6.aS  5.55  1.07                 .27 

Philosophy  4.66  .01  1.01                  .01 

Religion  5.15  .18  1.14                 .12 

Sociology  5.76  .61  1.65                 .48 

Philology  4.54  .04  .12 

Science  5.85  1.12  1.23                 .40 

Useful  Arts 6.48  .35  2.^                 .18 

Fine  Arts 6.61  .64  1.81                 .31 

Literature    6.88  1.34  2.97                 .54 

History 6.20  1.47  2.27                 .91 

Travel   5.85  1.07  1.81                 .54 

Biography   5.56  .51  1.90                 .31 

Fiction   1.88  5.96  55.95             16.02 

German 58  ....  2.91 

French    36  ....  .55 

Polish 22  ....  1.11 

Other  Languages 23  .14 

Medicine    2 .  95  ....  .... 

81.13  18.87  79.91             20.09 
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Library  Circulation. 


Books. 

Central  Library   523,843 

Branch  No.  1 44,980 

Branch  No.  2 84,805 

Branch  No.  3 90,956 

Branch  No.  4 77,576 

Branch  No.  5 59,061 

Total 881,220 


Periodical!. 
201,478 
8,230 
6,615 
6,360 
5,933 
3,282 

231,898 


School  Circulation. 


Enroll- 

Schools.                     Circulation.  ment. 

Alger   474  268 

Amos    1,719  488 

Bagley 517  89 

Barstow    2,017  397 

Bellefontaine    721  179 

Bellevue  383  183 

Berry 1,468  415 

Bishop   2,515  669 

Brownson 799  182 

Campau   1,072  344 

Campbell    372  273 

Cass  1,989  661 

Chaney   1,108  418 

Clay  1,249  171 

Qinton    378  128 

Columbian  351  383 

Craft  522  372 

Custer  53  16 

Sch.  for  the  Deaf...       94  18 

Dickinson 928  169 

Duffield    2,331  585 

Estabrook    1,884  404 

Everett   874  294 

Fairbanks 730  235 

Farrand    577  285 

Ferry 1,499  255 

Field   1.315  419 

Fimane 605  102 

Franklin  1,281  410 

Garfield   713  160 

Gillies    1,854  412 

Hancock 1,120  364 

Harris  884  341 

Houghton 1,268  289 

Hubbard 442  173 

Irving   1.173  338 

Jackson  965  138 

Jefferson    2,121  589 


Schools.  Circulation. 

Johnston 423 

Lincoln  289 

Lyster  385 

McGraw  827 

McKinley 797 

McKinstry 541 

Newberry 1,322 

Nichols  138 

Norvell  1,541 

John  Owen 1,422 

Palmer    1,502 

Parke  771 

Pingree    1,062 

Pitcher    1,008 

O.  M.  Poe 470 

Potter  389 

Preston 924 

Roberts 1,059 

Rose    842 

Russell    860 

Scripps   947 

Smith    1,656 

Tappan   1,384 

Tilden  805 

Trowbridge  1,058 

Van  Dyke 1,793 

Washington    Normal  1,293 

Webster   861 

Wilkins 638 

Williams 1,045 

68,417 

Central   High 25,864 

Eastern  High 1,875 

Western  High  1,329 

Total 97,485 


Enroll- 
ment. 

136 

111 

112 

270 

166 

186 

405 

80 
533 
458 
448 
285 
226 
277 
154 

96 
170 
206 
341 
347 
424 
237 
476 
502 
322 
409 
407 
715 

90 
350 

20.555 

2,006 

474 

580 


23,615 
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Following  is  a  statement  of  gifts  to  the  library,  showing  the 
names  of  donors  and  the  number  of  bound  volumes  and  pamph- 
lets given  by  each : 

Voli.  Pamph. 

Allyn,  Eunice  G.,  Dubuque 1 

Amberg,  Dr.  Emil,  Detroit 480 

American  Anti- Vivisection  Society    1 

American  Congregational  Association 1  1 

American  Laryngological  Society 1 

American  Medico- Psychological  Association 1 

American  Pneumatic  Service  Co.,  Boston 1 

American  Pomological  Society 1 

American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  Louisville. .  2 

American  Steam  Pump  Co.,  Battle  Creek 2 

Anderson,  Dr.  Willis  S.,  Detroit 3 

Armstrone  Association,  N.  Y 1 

Aronstam,  Dr.  N.  R,  Detroit 1  3 

Baker,  Virginia,  Warren,  R.  1 1 

Balch,  £.  S.,  Philadelphia 1 

Ballin,  Dr.,  Detroit 14 

Barrett,  F.  A.,  Detroit 1  1 

Bates,  George  W.,  Detroit 1 

Becelaere,  J.  V.,  Detroit 1 

Beisman,  Dr.  Joseph,  Detroit Id5 

Bentley,  F.  C,  Detroit 1 

Biddle,  Dr.  A.  P.,  Detroit 6 

Bigg,  Dr.  A.  H.,  Detroit 84 

Blue  Anchor  Society,  N.  Y 1 

Bolton,  Sarah  K.,  Cleveland 1 

Bonning,  Dr.  Carl,  Detroit 106 

Boston  Book  Company 1  3 

Boston  Health   Department 1  2 

Boston  Record  Commissioners 1 

Boston    Registry   Department 1 

ijoston  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Union 2 

Bowditch,  V.  Y.,  M.  D,  Boston 2 

Breeze  Publishing  Company,  Portland,  Me 1 

Bresler,  A.  L..  Detroit 5  3 

Bridge,  J.  H.,  New  York 1 

British  South  Africa  Company,  London 2 

Brown,  Mrs.  N.  L.,  Detroit C9 

Brown  &  Sharpe  Mfg.  Co.,  Providence 1 

Buffalo  Charity  Organization  Society 1 

Bunker  Hill   Monument  Association 1 

Burpee,  L.  J.,  Ottawa,  Canada 1 

Burton,  C.  M.,  Detroit 1 

Cadle,  Cornelius,  Cincinnati 1 

Canada,  Department  of  Agriculture 2  6 

Canada,  Department  of  Interior 1  1 

Canada,  Education  Department 1 

Canada,  Geological  Survey 2  4 
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Canada,  Royal  Sodetv  of 2 

Cancda,  D.  Figarola,  Havana 2 

Carey,  A.  A.,  PortsmoutK  X.  H 1 

Carnegie  Insthntion,   Washington 1  3 

Carstcns,  Dr.  J.  H^  Detroit 102 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade 1 

Chicago  Gril  Service  Commission 1 

Chicago  Mmudpal  Library 2 

Chicago  Union  Leagne  Gub 1 

Chickering  and  Sons,  Boston 1 

Chili,  Minister  of  Public  Instruction 4 

Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce 1 

Civil  Service  Reform  Leagne 1 

Gevdand  Board  of  Public  Service 1 

Colonial  Wars,  Society  of |        1 

Conger,  N.  B.,  Detroit 1 

Connecticut  State  Board  of  Health 1 

Cooper,  Rev.  David  M^  Detroit 15 

Coubertin,  Pierre,  Paris,  France 1 

Currier,  Dr.  A.  R,  Mt  Vernon,  N.  Y 3 

Cust,  R.  N.,  London,  Eng 2 

Davidson,  George,  San  Francisco 1 

Davis,  Henry.,  Providence 1 

Davis,  James  K,  M.  D.,  Detroit 1 

De  Peyster,  J.  Watts,  New  York 1 

DetrcHt  Association  of  Charities 1 

Detroit  Chamber  of  Commerce 57  333 

Detroit  Evenin<r  News 4 

Detroit  Free  Press 4 

Detroit  Journal 4 

Detroit  Museum  of  Art 1 

Detroit  Tribune   4 

Dryden,  J.  T.,  Newark,  N.  J 1 

Drury,   Mrs.,  Detroit 2 

Duffield,  Dr.  George,  Detroit 35 

Dwinnell-Wright  Company,  Chicago I 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass 1 

Evans,  Nelson  W.,  Portsmouth,  Ohio 3 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago 11 

Frothingham,  Dr.  G.  E.,  Detroit 8 

Gaston,  George  T.,  City  Gerk,  Detroit 9 

Goux,  Dr.  L.  J.,  Detroit 16 

Grand  Rapids  Civic  Club 4 

Great  Britain,  Patent  Office 13 

Green,  Dr.  S.  A.,  Boston 14 

Greusel,  Joseph,  Detroit 2 

Gurd,  Dr.  Adeline,  Detroit 203 

Harmon,  Henry  A.,  Detroit 1 

Harrah,  W.  F.,  Dcs  Moines,  la 1 

Harris,  L.  D..  Detroit 1 

Harrison,  Carter  H.,  Chicago 1 

Hart,  Dr.,  Detroit 37 

Hickey,  Dr.  P.  M.,  Detroit 3 

Hitchcock,  Dr.  C.  W.,  Detroit 188 

Holinsworth,  C.  B.,  London,  Eng 4 
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Hollister,  Lillian  M.,  Dertoit 1 

Holmes,  Alice,  Jersey  City 1 

Illinois  Historical  Society 1 

Illlinois   Labor   Bureau 2 

Indian  Rights  Association 

Indiana  Geological  Survey 1 

Indiana  State  Medical  Society 1. 

International  Y.  M.  C  A.  Committee 

Jennings,  Dr.  C,  G.,  Detroit 

Jones,  J.   R,   Detroit 1 

Kansas  State  Board  of  Agriculture. 

King,  Horatio  C,  Brookl3m 

Knight,  Dr.  S.  H.,  Detroit 

Koechl,,  V.  &  Co.,  New  York 

Law,  Rev.  W.  H.,  Hessel,  Mich 

Leonard,  Dr.  C.  Henri,  Detroit 6 

Lewis  &  Clark  Centennial  Exposition,  Portland,  Or. 

Lombard,  Louis,   Switzerland 1 

Long,  A.  E.,  New  York 1 

Lowell,  J.   Paul,  Minneapolis 1 

Loubet,  Due  de,  Paris,  France 1 

Ludlow,  H.  H.,  Chicago 

Macmillan,  Dr.  J.  A.,  Detroit 

Maine  Labor  Bureau 1 

Manning,  W.  H.,  Boston 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Charity 1 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Health 1 

Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of 1 

Massachusetts   Railroad   Commission 1 

Massachusetts    Record    Commission 

Maybury,  Hon.  Wm.  C,  Detroit 

Menshaw,  L.  G.,  Brooklyn 1 

Merchants'  Association  of  New  York 

Merck  &  Co.,  New  York 

Metcalf.  Dr.  W.  R,  Detroit 

Metzenbaum,    M.,    Cleveland 

Michigan  Board  of  Charities 1 

Michigan  Board  of  Health 1 

Michigan  Central  R.  R.  Company 

Michigan  Department  of  Public  Instruction 2 

Michigan  Geological   Survey 1 

Michigan  R.  R.  Commissioner 

Michigan  Society  S.  A.  R 1 

Michigan  State  Library  Commission 

Milwaukee  City  Service  Commission 

Minneapolis,  City  of 2 

Minneapolis  Park  Commission ^  .        1 

Missouri  World's  Fair  Commission 1 

Mohonk  Lake  Arbitration  Conference 

Moore,   Charles,   Detroit 127 

Mun,  A.  de,  New  York 

National  Sound  Money  League. 

^lebraska  Public  Library  Commission 

New  Jersey  Adjutant  General 1 

New  Jersey  State  Geologist 2 


Pamph. 


1 
5 

1 
2 

19 
2 
2 

15 
1 


1 
24 

1 

4 


1 
5 

3 

1 

44 

1 


1 
1 


2 
1 
3 


^mmi 


i^v^wviaBi 
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New  Jersey  State  Home  for  Girls 

New  Jersey  State  Prison 1 

New  York  City  Board  of  Education 1 

New  York  City  Park  Department 

New  York  Civil  Service  Reform  League 

New  York  Farmers 

New  York  State  Charities  Aid  Association 

New  York  State  Historian 3 

New  York  State  Hospital 

New  York  State  Labor  Bureau 3 

Oil  City  Derrick 1 

Ohio  Geological   Survey 2 

Ohio  Labor  Bureau \ 

Parker,  Dr.  D.  R.,  Detroit 

Parker,  Dr.  Walter,  Detroit 

Parks,  S.  C,  Kansas  City 1 

Peabody  Education  Fund,   Boston. 

Pennsylvania  Prison  Society 

Petit,  Barbara  C,  Rogers  City,  Michigan 1 

Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians 1 

Phillips,  S.  L.,  Washington 1 

Phipps,   Henry.   Philadelphia 6 

Pitts,   Thomas,   Detroit 1 

Presbyterian  Hospital,  New  York 1 

Price,  W.  E.,  New  York 

Putney,  M.  H.,  Chicago 1 

Rich,  Dr.  H.  M.,  Detroit 

Robbins,  Dr.  F.  W.,  Detroit 

Rogers,  Mrs.  Fairman,  Philadelphia. 1 

Rowland,   Dunbar,  Jackson,   Mississippi 

Scott,  F.  J.,  Toledo 

Seymour,  Florence  B.,  Detroit 1 

Shaw,  James  T.,  Detroit 1 

Sherrill,  Dr.  E.  S.,  Detroit 

Siamese  Royal  Commission,  L.  P.  E 1 

Silk  Association  of  America 

Smith,  Mrs.  H.  E.,  Detroit 

Speed,  Thomas,  Louisville 

Stevens,  M.  B.,  Detroit 15 

Stevens,  Mrs.  W.  H.,  Detroit 4 

Stoner,  D.  B.,  Chambersburg,  Pa 1 

Street  Railway  Journal,  New  York 

Sutro,  Theodore,  New  York 

Suttie,  Dr.  George,  Detroit 1 

Swedish  Royal  Academy 1 

Swift,  M.  L,  Boston 

Tappey,  Dr.  E.  T.,  Detroit ^ 

Thrall,  Alice,  Detroit 1 

Tibbals,  Dr.  F.  B.,  Detroit 

Tingley,  Frank  F.,  Providence 1 

United  States  Government — 

Bureau  of  American  Republics 2 

Bureau  of  Census 3 

Bureau  of  Education 1 

Bureau  of  Forestry 


Pampb. 
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1 
1 
1 
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3 
3 


23 
2 

1 
1 


75 

17 

2 

1 


81 

3 
1 
1 


1 
2 


2 

10 

96 


2 
7 
1 
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Bureau  of  Life  Saving  Stations 1 

Bureau  of  Weather 1                           3 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 1 

Department  of  Agriculture 1                           2 

Department  of  Interior 4 

Department  of  Navy v  . . .  1                           1 

Department  of  Treasury 8                           2 

Department  of  War 1                          d 

Interstate  Commerce  I 

Smithsonian  Institution  8                           8 

Superintendent  of  Documents 276                           4 

University  Club,  New  York 1 

Unknown 1                           1 

Van  Qeve,  B.  F..  Detroit » 1 

Vassar  Students'  Aid  Society,  Detroit 1 

Veeder,  M.  A.,  Lyons,  New  York 2 

Vermont  Library  Commission 2 

Walker,  Dr.  F.  B.,  Detroit 2 

Walker,  Dr.  H.  O.,  Detroit 43 

Welcker,  A.,  San  Francisco,  Cal 1 

Wisconsin  Department  of  Public  Instruction 1                           1 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society 2                           1 

Wisconsin  State  Library  Commission 5 

Xavier  Free  Publishing  Society  for  the  Blind,  New 

York 10 

Colleges  and  Universities — 

Amherst  College 1 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology 2 

Bates  College  4 

Bowdoin  College 2 

Buchtel  College 1 

California,  University  of 2 

Chicago,   University   of 2                           5 

Colorado,   University  of 1 

Columbia  University  1 

Dartmouth  College   1 

De  Pauw  University 1 

Drexel  Institute  2 

Harvard  University  3 

Illinois,  University  of 2 

Imperial  University,  Tokyo,  Japan 1 

Iowa,  University  of 2 

Johns  Hopkins  University 4 

Leland  Stanford  University 1 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 1 

Michigan  Agricultural  College 1 

Michigan  College  of  Mines 2 

Michigan,  University  of 1 

Mount  Holyoke  College 1 

Nebraska,  University  of 1 

Northwestern  University  1 

Olivet  College  4 

Pennsylvania,   University   of 2                         19 

Phillips  Exeter  Academy 1 
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Princeton  Theological  Seminary 1 

Princeton  University 1 

Vermont,  University  of ! . ! .  1 

West  Virginia  University ,,,[  2 

Western  Reserve  University 1 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute 1 

Yale  University  2  1 

Libraries — 

Aberdeen,  Scotland,  Public  Library 1 

Alameda,  Cal.,  Public  Library ] "  n 

Allegheny,  Carnegie  Library '.                     .  i 

Ashton-under  Lyne,  England,  Public  Library 1 

Atlanta,   Carnegie  Library 5 

Baltimore,  Enoch  Pratt  Library 1 

Birmingham,  England,  Free  Library ,,  2 

Boston,  Athenaeum  Library. j 

Boston  Public  Library * 1  5 

Braddock,  Pa.,  Carnegie  Library .,,  i 

Bradford,  Pa.,  Carnegie  Library i 

Broc^ine,  Mass.,  Public  Library [  q 

Brooklyn  Public  Library '  I9 

Buffalo  Public  Library * .'  *  *  3 

Burlington,  la.,  Public  Library ,.../,.  1 

Burlington,  Vt,  Fletcher  Library j 

Canada  Library  of  Parliament , .  1 

Cardiff,  Wales,  Public  Library J 

Carlisle,  Pa.,  Bosler  Memorial  Library 5 

Chicago,  John  Crerar  Library 1 

Chicago,  Newberrjr  Library '  1 

Chicago  Public  Library '  5 

Chicago,  Quine  Medical  Library 1 

Cincinnati  Public  Library I3 

Cleveland  Public  Library ' '  *  2 

Columbus,  Ohio,  Public  Library .,[[  1 

Dayton,  Ohio,  Public  Library 1 

Decatur,  III,  Public  Library 4 

Denver,  Col.,  Public  Library 1  9 

Drew  Theological  Seminary  Library 1 

Duluth  Public  Library j 

Evanston,  111.,  Public  Library !  3 

Germantown,  Pa.,  Friends*  Free  Library 1 

Glasgow,  Scotland,  Baillie's  Institution 1 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Public  Library ] 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Ryerson  Public  Library 3 

Greenfield,  Mass.,  Public  Library 1 

Hackensack,  N.  J.,  Johnson  Library 4 

Hamilton,  Ont,  Public  Library 2 

Harvard  University  Library 1 

Havana,  Cuba,  Bibliotheque  National jg 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  Public  Library 5 

Helena,  Mont,  Public  Library 2 

Houston,  Texas,  Carnegie  Library 1 

Indianapolis  Public  Library 1 

Iowa  Masonic  Library 3 

Jersey  City  Public  Library ,  7 
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Kansas  City  Public  Library 8 

Lansing,  Mich.,  Public  Library 1 

Lawrence^  Mass.,  Public  Library 1 

London,  £ng.,  St  Bride  Foundation  Institute  Library  10                         4 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library 12 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Public  Library 1 

Madison,  Wis.,  Public  Library 1 

Maine  State  Library  15                         4 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public  Library 1 

Michigan  State  Library 33                        27 

Milwaukee  Public  Library 6 

Minneapolis  Public  Library 3 

Newark,  N.  J.,  Public  Library 26 

New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Public  Library 1 

Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  City  Library 1 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Public  Library 6 

New  Jersey  State  Library 1 

New  South  Wales  Public  Library 1 

Newton,  Mass.,  Public  Library I 

New  York  City  Mechanics'  and  Tradesmen's  Library  1 

New  York  City  Mercantile  Library 2 

New  York  City  Public  Library 1                           1 

New  York  General  Society  of  Mechanics*  Library. . .  1 

New  York  State  Library 5                          8 

Niagara  Falls  Public  Library 2 

Omaha,  Neb.,  Public  Library 5 

Ottumwa,  Iowa,  Public  Library 1 

Pasadena,  Cal,  Public  Library 1 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  Public  Library 2 

Peoria,  111.,  Public  Library 7 

Philadelphia  Apprentices'  Library  Company 2 

Philadelphia,  City  Institute  Library 1 

Philadelphia,  Drexel  Institute  Library 1 

Philadelphia  Free  Library 1                          1 

Philadelphia  Library  Company 3 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Carnegie  Library 13 

Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Berkshire  Athenaeum 4 

Portsmouth,  England,  Public  Librar>' I 

Poughkeepsie,  Adriance  Memorial  Library 1 

Providence  Athenaeum  Library 2 

Providence  Public  Library 1 

Quincy,  111.,  Public  Library 2 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Reynolds  Library 1 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Public  Library 5 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library 1 

St.  Paul  Public  Library 1 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library 11 

San  Francisco  Public  Library 13 

Samia,  Ont,  Public  Library 1 

Scranton  Public  Library 5 

Somerville,  Mass.,  Public  Library 1 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Public  Library 16 

St  Louis  Public  Library 12 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library 1 

Tacoma  Public  Library 2 


I^IBRAJLY  COMMISSION  REPORT  OF    I904.  31 

Voli.  Pamph. 

Taunton,  Mass.,  Public  Library 1 

Tokyo,  Japan,  Imperial  Library 1 

Tokyo,  Japan,  Ohashi  Public  Library 1 

Toronto   rublic  Library 1                          1 

University  of  Michigan  Library 9 

Upsada,  Sweden,  University  Bibliotek 1 

Victoria,  Australia,  Public  Library 2 

Warren  County,  111.,  Library 2 

Washington,  District  of  Columbia  Library 4 

Washington,  Library  of  Congress 4                        13 

Waterbury,  Conn.  Bronson  Library 1 

Westminster,  England,  Public  Library 1 

Wilkesbarre,  Osterhout  Library 10 

Wilmington,  Del.,  Institute  Library 8 

Worcester  County  Law  Library 1 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Public  Library 1 

Workington,  England,  Public  Library 1 

Yale  University  Library 1 

Total 786                    3,079 
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